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BRUSSELS: The EU’s top diplomat pledged
yesterday to reinvigorate diplomacy with Rus-
sia, the United States, Jordan and others to en-
sure Palestinians have a capital in Jerusalem
after US President Donald Trump recognized
the city as Israel’s capital.

The European Union, a member of the Mid-
dle East Quartet along with the United States,
the United Nations and Russia, believes it has
a duty to make its voice heard as the Palestini-
ans’ biggest aid donor and Israel’s top trade
partner. “The European
Union has a clear and
united position. We be-
lieve the only realistic
solution to the conflict
between Israel and
Palestine is based on
two states and with
Jerusalem as the capital
of both,” EU foreign
policy chief Federica
Mogherini told a news conference.

She said she would meet Jordan’s foreign
minister today, while she and EU foreign min-
isters would discuss Jerusalem with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Brussels
on Monday.

“The European Union will engage even
more with the parties and with our regional and
international partners. We will keep working
with the Middle East Quartet, possibly in an en-

larged format,” said Mogherini, citing Jordan,
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, as well as Norway.
“We remain convinced that the role of the
United States ... is crucial,” she said.

Mogherini, who also spoke to Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas, threw her weight
behind Jordan’s King Abdullah, saying he was
“a very wise man” that everyone should listen
to as the custodian of the Muslim holy sites in
Jerusalem. 

Trump’s decision stirred outrage across the
Arab and Muslim world
and alarm among U.S.
allies and Russia be-
cause of Jerusalem’s in-
ternationally disputed
status, and the Palestin-
ian Islamist group
Hamas urged Palestini-
ans to abandon peace
efforts and launch a new
uprising against Israel.

Mogherini stressed all 28 EU governments
were united on the issue of Jerusalem and
seeking a solution envisaging a Palestinian
state on land Israel took in a 1967 war, but
policy divisions within the bloc have weakened
its influence.

“This is the consolidated European Union
position,” she said, saying EU foreign ministers
made that clear to US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson on Tuesday in Brussels. Hurdles for the

EU include its range of positions, ranging from
Germany’s strong support for Israel to Swe-
den’s 2014 decision to officially recognize the
state of Palestine. The EU is also perceived by

some in Israel as being too pro-Palestinian,
partly because of the EU’s long-held opposition
to Israeli settlements in the occupied West
Bank, diplomats say. —Reuters
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BETLEHEM: Palestinian children look at vandalized graffiti depicting US President Donald Trump and slogans
against US Vice President Mike Pence painted on Israel’s controversial separation barrier in the West Bank
city of Bethlehem during clashes with Palestinian protestors near an Israeli checkpoint yesterday. —AFP

US ‘pulled the
pin on bomb’
with decision:
Turkey
ANKARA: The United States has primed a
bomb in the Middle East with its decision to rec-
ognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Turkish
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said yesterday.

Yildirim said Turkey’s stark differences with
Washington, which have already strained ties
between the NATO allies, meant that an over-
whelming majority of the Turkish people were
now unsympathetic toward the United States.
“The United States has pulled the pin on a bomb
ready to blow in the region,” Yildirim told a con-
ference in Ankara.  President Donald Trump on
Wednesday reversed decades of US  policy by
recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel
and promising to move the US Embassy there.
Following the decision, hundreds of protesters
gathered outside the US consulate in Istanbul;
on Thursday, there was a heavy police presence
with uniformed soldiers patrolling the roof.

“Today, more than 80 percent of our citizens
are cold towards the United States and they are
right to be so,” Yildirim said, without giving a
source for the figure. Bilateral relations had al-
ready been hurt by Washington’s support for the
Syrian Kurdish YPG militia, seen by Ankara as
an extension of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which has for decades waged an insur-
gency against the Turkish state.

In addition, Ankara has been angered by the
United States’ refusal to extradite US-based
Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom it accuses
of orchestrating last year’s attempted military
coup. —Reuters

Hezbollah blasts 
Trump’s decision 
as aggression
BEIRUT: Hezbollah lawmakers said yester-
day that US recognition of Jerusalem as Is-
rael’s capital constituted an aggression
against Palestine and resistance was the
only way to recover lost rights. 

US President Donald Trump’s decision
marks the “worst and most dangerous”
to come from any American administra-
tion, Lebanese Hezbollah’s parliamentary
bloc said.  

Trump reversed decades of US policy on
Wednesday by recognizing disputed
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The deci-
sion has imperiled Middle East peace ef-
forts and upset the Arab world and Western
allies alike. Trump announced his adminis-
tration would move the US Embassy to
Jerusalem, a process expected to take years
and one his predecessors did not undertake
to avoid inflaming tensions.

The Hezbollah parliamentary bloc
“calls on Palestinians, Arabs, and Muslims
... to move swiftly and efficiently,” law-
maker Hassan Fadlallah said in a televised
statement.

“The only way to recover rights is the
way of resistance”, and Trump’s declaration
has eliminated negotiation as a method, the
statement said.  The status of Jerusalem-
home to sites holy to the Muslim, Jewish
and Christian religions-represents one of
the biggest obstacles to a peace deal be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians.

The international community does not
recognize Israeli sovereignty over the en-
tire city, believing negotiations should re-
solve its status. No other country has its
embassy in Jerusalem.

The U.S. decision would have “cata-
strophic repercussions that threaten re-
gional and international security and
stability,” the Hezbollah statement said. It
“represents a treacherous and wicked ag-
gression against Palestine, its people, Is-
lamic and Christian shrines, and the Arab
and Islamic worlds”.  

Israel views Iran-backed Hezbollah as
the biggest threat on its borders. The Shi’ite
political and military movement has sent
arms to the Palestinian territories, its leader
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah said last month.
Hezbollah and Israel fought a war in 2006,
which killed around 1,200 people in
Lebanon, mostly civilians, and 160 Israelis,
most of them troops. The two have avoided
major confrontation since that month-long
battle, though tensions rose again earlier
this year. —Reuters

ANKARA: People hold signs and shout slogans during a
protest against the US president’s decision to officially
recognize Jerusalem as the Israeli capital, yesterday
near the US Embassy in Ankara. —AFP


