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JERUSALEM: US President Donald Trump’s
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital may
bring little immediate concrete change but risks
sparking another round of violence in a conflict
that has lasted decades.

While Trump waded deep into the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict with Wednesday’s declaration
on Jerusalem, many analysts said his main audi-
ence was the president’s right-wing Christian po-
litical base in the United States. Still, the
recognition, though it came with pledges of pur-
suing peace, risks igniting yet another round of vi-
olence in the region.

A series of clashes and
protests erupted in the
West Bank, Gaza Strip
and east Jerusalem in the
wake of the decision yes-
terday, while armed Is-
lamist movement Hamas
called for a new intifada,
or uprising. Ghassan
Khatib, a former Palestin-
ian Authority minister, said he did not believe a
full-blown intifada would result, but it was too
early to know to what degree unrest will occur. 

“I think there will be a wave of popular
protests,” he told AFP. “I don’t know for how long.
It depends on several factors, including how Israel
responds to it.” Trump’s move also drew global
condemnation, including from traditional US allies
who insisted on what has been the consensus in
the international community: Jerusalem’s status

must be negotiated by Israel and the Palestinians.
Jerusalem remains a strong rallying cry for not

only Palestinians, but also Muslims worldwide as
the location of the Al-Aqsa mosque compound,
Islam’s third-holiest site. The compound is located
at the site that is also the holiest in Judaism, known
to Jews as the Temple Mount, and the city is con-
sidered by Jewish Israelis to be their 3,000-year-
old capital.

‘License to run amok’
Jerusalem’s status is perhaps the most difficult

issue to resolve in Israeli-
Palestinian peace efforts,
with both sides claiming it
as their capital.

“Nothing is ever sure
in the Middle East, so it’s
unclear whether he is
completely discrediting
himself as mediator in the
peace process between
Israelis and Palestinians,”

said Yossi Alpher, an adviser to former Israeli pre-
mier Ehud Barak.

“But it is certain that the recognition of
Jerusalem as capital of Israel is detrimental to the
process.”

Whether unrest would eventually spiral, either
in the Palestinian territories or the wider region,
was being closely watched, while questions were
also being raised over whether a peace process is
still possible. Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas

said Trump had disqualified the United States from
its role as traditional peace broker in the Middle
East conflict, while others went further.

Saeb Erekat, secretary-general of the Palestine
Liberation Organization and longtime chief nego-
tiator for the Palestinians, said he had destroyed
the two-state solution-the focus of years of inter-
national peace efforts.

Nahum Barnea, a columnist for Israeli newspa-
per Yedioth Aharonot, said “it would be ill-advised
to overstate the importance” of Trump’s speech

since it was done for domestic political reasons.
But he noted, like many others, that reactions

to it could spin out of control, with extremists on
both sides encouraged. “The impact of the speech
won’t lie in the words comprising it, but in the way
that the parties interpret it,” he wrote.

“The Palestinians might despair and resort to
violence; the right-wing parties in Israel might
seek to accelerate annexation (of the West Bank)...
Trump, they might think, has given them licence to
run amok.” —AFP
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Concept of two-state solution in jeopardy

Decision could
hand a license 

to run amok NABLUS: Palestinian protestors shout slogans against US President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, in the West Bank city of Nablus yesterday.—AFP

On Jerusalem, 
Trump obeys will of
US people: Tillerson
VIENNA:  US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
said yesterday that, in recognizing Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel, President Donald Trump
was obeying the will of the American people.
Tillerson is in Europe on a three-city tour and
his talks with America’s allies have been partly
overshadowed by global outrage at Trump’s
controversial decision.

But Washington’s top diplomat has stood
by his boss and insists the decision has not
marred what has otherwise been a very positive
reception from EU and NATO colleagues.

“The president is simply carrying out the will
of the American people,” Tillerson said at a news
conference with Austria’s Foreign Minister Se-
bastian Kurz.  The former oilman said Trump had
merely implemented an existing American law
that obliges the president to one day move the
US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

“Nothing is different other than the president
has now implemented the 1995 law,” he said, in-
sisting Washington wants Israel and the Pales-
tinians to negotiate a peace deal.  “This has to

do with the US law and a US decision and every
country has a right to decide what it wants to
decide as to its embassy in Israel,” Tillerson said.

Earlier, US officials told reporters that when
Trump was making his decision Tillerson had
asked for time to check that US embassies were
protected from any protests.

But, publicly, he has strongly supported the
move. In Brussels, this week, European leaders
made it clear that they want Jerusalem’s final
status to be decided through direct negotiations
as part of a final peace deal. —AFP

Niceties aside, Greece 
and Turkey take 
the gloves off 
for Erdogan visit
ATHENS: Greece and Turkey squared up to
each other over old disputes yesterday during
a state visit by Tayyip Erdogan to Athens, the
first such by a Turkish head of state in 65 years
and one which quickly exposed long-held his-
torical grievances.

Uneasy allies in NATO and at odds over a
host of issues from ethnically split Cyprus to
air space, diplomatic niceties were set aside
after early remarks by Erdogan to Greek
media that a treaty defining their borders may
need reviewing. The 1923 Treaty of Lausanne
defined the borders of modern-day Turkey,
and by extension, Greece. In an unusually
blunt exchange during a welcoming ceremony,
President Prokopis Pavlopoulos ruled out any
change to the treaty while a stern-looking Er-
dogan, seated beside him, said there were de-
tails in the treaty which required clarity.

The visit earlier got off to a rocky start
when Turkish F-16s accompanying Erdogan’s
aircraft were headed off by Greek jets when
they entered Greek airspace. The pilot of the
Turkish presidential aircraft had refused to be
escorted by Greek aircraft, Greek military

sources said.
“This is the bedrock of our friendship,” said

Pavlopoulos, referring to the treaty and point-
edly telling his VIP guest he was a Professor
of Law. “This is the basis which supports our
friendship .. this is not negotiable.” Erdogan
responded by saying it was a treaty signed 94
years ago and did not apply only to Greece or
Turkey but also included countries such as
Japan. It was also supposed to protect the
Turkish minority in northern Greece. 

In Northern Greece, he said, Greece in-
sisted on calling the 100,000 Turkish commu-
nity there Muslim rather than using the term
“Turkish”.

“The necessary support is not being
provided to them in terms of investments ...
and there is discrimination going on,” Er-
dogan said. 

“They can’t accept the word ‘Turk’ being
written outside a school,” Erdogan, who was
to visit the region today, said.  The two NATO
partners teetered on the verge of war in 1974,
1987 and 1996 over long-running disputes on
ethnically divided Cyprus, mineral rights in the
Aegean Sea and sovereignty over uninhabited
islets in that sea.

Although relations have improved, many
Greeks believe Turkey has territorial aspira-
tions against their country. Turkey has also ac-
cused Greece of harboring individuals
involved in the coup attempt against Erdogan
in July 2016. —Reuters

VIENNA: US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson speaks dur-
ing the 24th Ministerial Council of the Organization for
Security and Co-Operation in Europe (OSCE) at the Hof-
burg palace in Vienna yesterday. —AFP


