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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump’s eld-
est son, Donald Trump Jr., declined to discuss with
lawmakers on Wednesday a conversation he had
with his father about emails related to a June 2016
meeting he attended with Trump associates and
Russians, a congressional panel member said.

Representative Adam Schiff, the top Democ-
rat on the US House of Representatives Intelli-
gence Committee investigating allegations of
Russian interference in last year’s US election,
said Trump Jr. answered the “overwhelming ma-
jority” of questions from committee members in
his hours of testimony.

But Trump Jr. claimed attorney-client privi-
lege in declining to respond to queries about that
discussion with his father because a lawyer was
in the room when it took place. The discussion
between then-Republican candidate Trump and
his son took place after the emails became public,
Schiff said. Trump Jr. released the emails in July. 

“In my view there is no attorney-client privi-
lege that protects a discussion between father
and son,” Schiff told reporters after the closed-
door testimony had ended.

“We will be following up with his counsel,”
Schiff said. Representative Mike Conaway, the
Republican leading the investigation, said Trump
Jr. had answered all of his questions.

“Mr Trump was cooperative at all times,”
Conaway said. Trump Jr. arrived and left without
being seen by reporters. Lawmakers said they
want to question him about a meeting with a
Russian lawyer in June 2016 at Trump Tower in
New York at which he had said he hoped to get
information about the “fitness, character and
qualifications” of former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, the Democrat who was his father’s
presidential election opponent.

It was at least the
second time Trump Jr.
has testified to a con-
gressional committee in-
vestigating any Russian
meddling in the election
and possible collusion
with Moscow by the
Trump campaign.

He arrived shortly be-
fore 10 am EST (1500
GMT) and was ques-
tioned for most of the next eight hours by mem-
bers of the intelligence panel. A person familiar
with knowledge of Trump Jr’s testimony said
Trump had said repeatedly he did not remember
things he was asked about, including some details
about information provided by Russians during

the Trump Tower meeting.  Department of Justice
Special Counsel Robert Mueller is also investi-
gating. He has announced the first charges of
Trump associates, and Trump’s former national
security adviser, Michael Flynn, has pleaded
guilty to lying to Federal Bureau of Investigation
agents.

The House intelligence panel also released on
Wednesday a transcript of testimony last week
of Erik Prince, a Trump supporter and founder of

the Blackwater military
contractor. A focus of that
testimony was a report
that Prince tried to set up
a “back channel” for
communications between
Trump associates and
Russia. Prince denied
such a plan.

Trump Jr.’s appear-
ance coincided with crit-
icism of the Russia

probes from some of his father’s fellow Republi-
cans, who control both houses of Congress and
accuse investigators of bias against Trump. Other
lawmakers, Republicans as well as Democrats,
say the goal of the investigations is to guarantee
the integrity of US elections, not to target Trump

and his associates.
Trump Jr, like his father, denies collusion with

Russia.  US intelligence agencies concluded that
Russia attempted to influence the 2016 campaign
to boost Trump’s chances of defeating Clinton.
Moscow denies any such effort.

Some Republicans criticized Mueller, the FBI
and the Department of Justice at a news confer-
ence on Wednesday, ahead of congressional tes-
timony on Thursday by the director of the FBI,
Christopher Wray. Republican House members
accused the Justice Department and the FBI of
bias against the president and having been too
easy on Clinton during the investigation of her
use of a private email server while leading the
State Department. However, Clinton has made no
secret of her belief that then-FBI Director James
Comey’s announcement just before the election
that the bureau was investigating potential new
evidence in the lengthy email probe cost her the
White House.

Also on Wednesday, Representative Bob
Goodlatte, the Republican chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee, announced a hear-
ing next week with Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein, citing “serious concerns” about
reports on the political motives of staff on
Mueller’s team.  —Reuters
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Luxury LA 
mansions threatened
as fierce California
wildfires rage
LOS ANGELES: Local emergency officials
warned of powerful winds yesterday that will feed
wildfires raging in Los Angeles, threatening multi-
million dollar mansions with blazes that have al-
ready forced more than 200,000 people to flee.
Authorities issued a “purple” alert-never used be-
fore-because of the extreme danger, warning that
winds could reach 80 miles an hour (128 kilometers
an hour), severely limiting firefighting efforts.

“As expected winds have increased dramati-
cally,” Cal Fire, the agency responsible for fire
protection in the state, said on Twitter. “Stay alert
and prepared in case of evacuations. If you feel
unsafe, evacuate.”

The flames have swallowed about 80,000 acres
(32,000 hectares) in just over a day since the
“Thomas” fire, currently the state’s largest, broke
out, leaving at least one person dead in an area
about 45 minutes’ drive from downtown LA. High
winds caused another wave of wildfires to erupt
on Tuesday night, including one in Los Angeles’ af-
fluent Bel-Air neighborhood.  The area battled
gridlocked traffic as residents fled ash and smoke
that churned over the smoldering hillside in the
second-largest US city. Fire crews worked to save
luxury homes threatened by the flames. 

Celebrities evacuated 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti said more

than 230,000 people had been forced from their

homes in Los Angeles and Ventura counties. “Very
strong winds” blowing from the northeast to the
southwest were causing the fire to balloon, he said,
warning Angelenos to be ready to flee at a mo-
ment’s notice.

In Bel-Air, that’s exactly what they did. The
“Skirball” fire ignited Wednesday morning and
quickly grew to engulf about 150 acres around the
district, home to celebrities and billionaires includ-
ing SpaceX CEO Elon Musk and pop superstar
Beyonce.

Police knocked on doors and used loud-
speakers to make sure everybody had left their
mansions.

“They told even us to leave,” one of the officers
said. Among the last to go was Evan Kleib, a
bearded photographer, locking his door. He put his

camera and his dogs in his vintage burgundy car
and left the home where he has lived for several
years, its fate uncertain. US media reported that the
Bel-Air Moraga Estate of media tycoon Rupert
Murdoch, which contains a vineyard, was threat-
ened by the wildfire. The singer Lionel Richie can-
celled a concert to help his ex-wife flee the area,
while comedian Chelsea Handler and designer
Adrienne Maloof were among celebrities tweeting
that they had to evacuate. Among those evacuated
was model Chrissy Teigen, wife of singer John Leg-
end.  “Never thought I’d get to actually play what I
thought was a hypothetical game of what would
you grab if there were a fire,” Teigen wrote on
Twitter. “We are fine and we will be fine. thinking
of everyone else affected and continuing my life-
long intense love of firefighters,” she added. —AFP

Displaced by mining, 
Peru villagers spurn 
shiny new town
NUEVA FUERABAMBA, Peru: This remote
town in Peru’s southern Andes was supposed
to serve as a model for how companies can
help communities uprooted by mining. Named
Nueva Fuerabamba, it was built to house
around 1,600 people who gave up their village
and farmland to make room for a massive,
open-pit copper mine. The new hamlet boasts
paved streets and tidy houses with electricity
and indoor plumbing, once luxuries to the in-
digenous Quechua-speaking people who now
call this place home.

The mine’s operator, MMG Ltd, the Mel-
bourne-based unit of state-owned China Min-
metals Corp, threw in jobs and enough cash so
that some villagers no longer work. But the
high-profile deal has not brought the harmony
sought by villagers or MMG, a testament to
the difficulty in averting mining disputes in this
mineral-rich nation. 

Resource battles are common in Latin
America, but tensions are particularly high in
Peru, the world’s No. 2 producer of copper,
zinc and silver. Peasant farmers have revolted
against an industry that many see as damaging
their land and livelihoods while denying them
a fair share of the wealth. —Reuters

OJAI, CA: The Thomas Fire burns in the mountains near Ojai, California. Strong Santa Ana winds are rapidly
pushing multiple wildfires across the region, expanding across tens of thousands of acres and destroying
hundreds of homes and structures. —AFP


