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BEIJING: China expressed “strong dissatisfac-
tion” with India yesterday over the recent crash
of an Indian drone in Chinese territory, an inci-
dent that could cause more friction along their
disputed border.

Indian and Chinese troops confronted each
other between June and August this year - at
one stage even resorting to scuffling and
throwing stones - on a remote plateau near the
borders of India, its ally Bhutan, and China, in
the most serious and prolonged standoff in
decades. The nuclear-armed Asian giants have
tried to develop their ties in recent years but
there is still deep distrust over their disputed
border, which triggered war in 1962.

China’s defense ministry said in a statement
the Indian drone had crashed in “recent days”
but it did not give a location.

“This action by India violated China’s ter-

ritorial sovereignty. We express strong dis-
satisfaction and opposition,” Zhang Shuili, a
military official in China’s western battle
zone command, was quoted as saying in a
ministry statement.
“China’s border de-
fense forces took a
professional and re-
sponsible attitude in
conducting an inspec-
tion of the device,”
Zhang said, adding that
the military would
“resolutely defend”
China’s sovereignty
and security.

The Indian army said an unmanned aerial
vehicle was on a training mission over Indian
territory when it developed technical problems

and crossed a so-called line of actual control
separating the countries’ militaries.

Indian border guards alerted their Chinese
counterparts about the drone soon after-

wards, an Indian army
spokesman said. China
had provided the In-
dian army with details
about where the drone
came down and Indian
authorities were in-
vestigating, Colonel
Aman Anand said in a
statement.

“The matter is being
dealt with in accor-

dance with the established protocols,” Anand
said. China also lodged diplomatic “representa-
tions” with India, Chinese foreign ministry

spokesman Geng Shuang told a regular briefing.
“China asks India to immediately stop its activ-
ities of using unmanned aircraft near the border,
and to work alongside China to maintain the
border area’s peace and tranquility,” he said.

After the weeks of confrontation on the
wind-swept Doklam plateau this year, the two
sides agreed to an “expeditious disengage-
ment” of troops about a week before Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met in an effort to mend ties at
a summit in China in September.

But the mountainous border remains sensi-
tive for both sides. In November, China criti-
cized a visit by Indian President Ram Nath
Kovind to the remote state of Arunachal
Pradesh, which China claims, saying China op-
posed any activities by Indian leaders in dis-
puted areas.  — Reuters 
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India’s Modi
fights to 
protect home 
base in 
election 
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was in the final phase of
campaigning yesterday to retain power in
his home state and stave off the most se-
rious challenge yet from a combined op-
position.

The election for a new legislature in
the western state of Gujarat this weekend
is turning out to be a greater challenge for
Modi than anticipated, the polls show, as
rival parties seize on discontent caused by
a slowing economy. Gujarat is where
Modi earned his spurs as a business-
friendly chief minister who cut red tape
and graft and turned it into an economic
powerhouse.

But an unpopular national tax and a
shock move last year to withdraw most
currency in a fight against graft has hurt
Gujarat, like the rest of the country, and its
businessmen are making loud complaints.
Three big polls carried out in the run-up
to the vote on Saturday and next week
have predicted a victory for Modi’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) but with a
greatly reduced majority. 

An ABP-CDS poll this week gave the
BJP 91-99 seats in the 182-member state
house and the main opposition Congress
78-86, suggesting a close fight. To win a

party needs 92 seats. 
The surveys have often gone wrong,

though, and Modi himself remains far more
popular across the country than his rivals
including Rahul Gandhi who is leading the
Congress charge to weaken Modi in his
home base.  Modi has thrown himself into
the campaign, addressing dozens of rallies
over the past month, saying he alone could
deliver on development. On Thursday, he
was due to address party colleagues on
their mobile phones to ensure a strong
voter turnout.

Amit Shah, the president of the BJP, said
the party had full confidence in Modi’s
ability to deliver an emphatic victory.

“He knows that only an absolute ma-
jority in Gujarat polls will legitimize his
reforms and silence critics,” Shah said.
Votes from the election will be counted on
Dec.18 and the results announced the
same day.

Gujarati businesses - who form the core
of Modi’s support base - have complained
about the new Goods and Services Tax as
aggravating tough economic conditions.

Jagdip Desai, a sanitary ware manufac-
turer, said the complex tax procedures had
come on top of slowing demand and he
had to fire 3,000 workers.  

“Modi will have to pay a political price
for our financial distress.” — Reuters 

Rohingya refugee 
crisis a ‘grave 
security risk’, 
ICG warns
YANGON: Prolonged displacement of Rohingya refugees in
squalid Bangladeshi camps poses a “grave security risk”, con-
flict analysts ICG warned yesterday, raising the specter of mil-
itants recruiting among the displaced and launching
cross-border attacks on Myanmar. Raids by the Arakan Ro-
hingya Salvation Army (ARSA) on August 25 sparked the vi-
cious Myanmar army response which has forced more than
620,000 Rohingya to flee Rakhine state for Bangladesh.

ARSA “appears determined to regroup and remain rele-
vant” and may draw on desperate Rohingya refugees lan-
guishing in camps for future operations, the ICG International
Crisis Group said in the report. The group may “shift to cross-
border attacks” using Bangladesh as a base for recruitment
and training, the study said, cautioning the risk of an ever-
deepening cycle of violence is all too real.

“Such attacks would have profoundly negative conse-
quences,” straining Myanmar-Bangladesh relations and wors-
ening contempt for the Rohingya “that would further diminish
prospects of an eventual refugee return”.

Global outcry over the refugee crisis, one of the worst in
recent history, has triggered a hyper-defensive response in-
side the country, where anti-Rohingya attitudes have hard-
ened since ARSA’s emergence. Myanmar does not recognize
the Rohingya as a distinct ethnic group eligible for citizenship,
instead calling them “Bengali”, suggesting they are illegal im-
migrants.  In another serious looming risk, ICG warned that
Rohingya’s plight has become a “cause celebre of the Muslim
world” with Al-Qaeda, Islamic State and other global jihadi
groups calling for attacks on Myanmar. — AFP

AHMEDABAD: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (centre right) shaking
hands with a local Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate before address-
ing a rally at Surendranagar, some 130 km from Ahmedabad. —AFP
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