
Kuwaiti film ‘Sirb Al-Hamam’
(The Pigeon Flock) will be
screened at the Delhi Interna-

tional Film Festival in India under the
Arab film category. Kuwait will com-
pete with 20 films from all over the
Arab world, including Tunisia, Mo-
rocco, Algeria, Iraq, Palestine, Jordan,
Syria and Lebanon. The event takes
place on Sunday. The film’s director
‘Ramadhan’ said that this participation
is very important given the importance
of the Indian movie industry.

The full and continuous support of
Sheikha Intesar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah
for the film from the beginning has be-
come evident through the festival’s in-
terest in the participation of the film
for its quality and professionalism in
the film industry. ‘Sirb Al-Hamam’ is
expected to participate in more than
six international festivals in the coming
period.
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Sirb AlHamam competes at

Delhi International Film Festival

Photo shows director Ramadhan Khasrouh (center) with Kuwaiti actor Dawoud Husain (right) and
Cynarist Razi Al-Shatti.

(From left)  Director Rian Johnson, actors Mark Hamill, Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver, Oscar Isaac, John Boyega, Kelly Marie Tran, Laura Dern,
Domhnall Gleeson, Gwendoline Christie and Andy Serkis attend the press conference for the highly anticipated Star Wars: The Last Jedi at Inter-
Continental Los Angeles in Los Angeles, California. —AFP photos

Photo shows director Ramadhan Khasrouh. 

Rian Johnson expanding
‘Star Wars’ for new trilogy

As “Star Wars” fans gear up for “The Last Jedi,” the antic-
ipated next installment in the Skywalker series, its star and
writer-director shed some light on how the franchise was

mapping a future beyond the beloved characters.  Rian Johnson,
writer-director of “The Last Jedi,” will be overseeing a new tril-
ogy of “Star Wars” films that will explore far-away corners of
the galaxy, Walt Disney Co said in November. “I’m just in the
very beginning phases of coming up with it so right now the sky
is kind of the limit,” Johnson said while promoting “The Last Jedi”
last week. 

“The appeal of it to me is to do a new story told over three
movies, to have that kind of canvas, to be in the Star Wars world

and to have the feel of a Star Wars film,” he said.  The new stories
will not follow the Skywalker saga, which George Lucas kicked
off with 1977’s “Episode IV: A New Hope.”

Disney purchased Lucasfilm in 2012 for $4 billion, and re-
booted the “Star Wars” franchise with the Skywalker trilogy and
standalone films like “Rogue One: A Star Wars Story.”   Johnson’s
“The Last Jedi” picks up the Skywalker story after 2015’s block-
buster “The Force Awakens,” in which a new generation of char-
acters was introduced with returning favorites Han Solo
(Harrison Ford), Princess Leia (Carrie Fisher) and Luke Sky-
walker (Mark Hamill). Fisher died last year. —Reuters

‘Twilight Zone’ series gets 
third reboot by top US comic

Are you ready to re-enter “The
Twilight Zone?” US television
channel CBS announced

Wednesday it will resurrect the sci-
ence-fiction series, in a bid to boost
its subscription-based streaming
platform CBS All Access. Comedian-
turned-director Jordan Peele-known
for directing mystery thriller “Get
Out,” which is heading into awards
season-will helm the reboot. First
broadcast in 1959, “The Twilight
Zone” was a pioneer in television
drama, known for its suspenseful
music composed by French-Romanian Marius Constant and
the black-and-white spiral of the credits.

The series had no regular characters: each episode was in-
stead a standalone exploration of fantasy, science-fiction, psy-
chology and metaphysics, with dramatic tension always at the
forefront. However, the series did have an omnipresent narra-
tor-portrayed by the show’s writer, Rod Serling. “The Twilight
Zone” also featured performances from several film stars-from
Buster Keaton to Robert Redford, along with the likes of
Mickey Rooney, Lee Van Cleef and William Shatner.  

It served as inspiration for several other shows, including
Charlie Brooker’s “Black Mirror” (Netflix), itself a hit offering
unsettling, satirical explorations of the modern world. It has al-
ready been remade twice, broadcast from 1985 to 1989 on CBS
and again between 2002 and 2003 on the cable channel UPN.
Director and actor Peele will serve as executive producer on
this third revival, alongside Simon Kinberg, best known for his
work on the “X-Men” franchise. 

Peele made an impression as a director with his first film,
“Get Out,” released in February. Despite a $4.5 million budget,
the critically acclaimed tale of a young black man meeting his
white girlfriend’s sweet-turned-sinister family earned $175
million-with takings of $254 million internationally. “Too many
times this year it’s felt we were living in a twilight zone, he said.
“I can’t think of a better moment to reintroduce it to modern
audiences.” —AFP


