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SACRAMENTO: LeBron James scored 32
points as the Cleveland Cavaliers beat the
Sacramento Kings 101-95 on Wednesday to
tie a team record for consecutive wins. The
Cavs won their 13th straight, and they can
set a franchise record Friday against the In-
diana Pacers. Cleveland previously won 13
in a row in March 2009 and in January-
February 2010. Kevin Love scored 18
points with 13 rebounds for the Cavs, while
Jeff Green scored 17 off the bench. Kyle
Korver added 15 points as Cleveland rallied
from a 14-point deficit in the third quarter.
Zach Randolph paced the Kings with 18
points, and JaKarr Sampson set a career
high with 16 rebounds.

Warriors 101, Hornets 87
Kevin Durant totaled 35 points, 11 re-

bounds and 10 assists as Golden State beat
Charlotte without Stephen Curry and Dray-
mond Green. Durant finished 13 of 28 from
the field and recorded his ninth career
triple-double as the Warriors won while
Curry sat with a sprained ankle and Green
was out with a shoulder injury.  Klay
Thompson added 22 for the Warriors, who
won their fifth straight and seventh in eight
games. Kemba Walker led Charlotte with 24
points. Nicolas Batum added 15 and Dwight
Howard finished with 14.

Celtics 97, Mavericks 90
Kyrie Irving scored nine of his 23 points

in the fourth quarter as Boston beat Dallas.
Irving scored seven points in a span of 3:05
and then added another basket down the
stretch to help Boston win its fourth straight.
Al Horford had 17 points, eight rebounds,
eight assists, three blocks and two steals.
Rookie Jayson Tatum also scored 17 and
grabbed 10 rebounds. Harrison Barnes led
the Mavericks with 19 points and seven re-
bounds while Dirk Nowitzki had 16 points.

Spurs 117, Heat 105
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 18 points to

lead a parade of teammates in double fig-
ures as San Antonio Spurs beat Miami.
Eight of the 11 players who saw the court
for San Antonio scored in double figures as
Bryn Forbes hit for 17 points, Rudy Gay
scored 16 and Patty Mills had 13 points.
Tyler Johnson led Miami with 25 points off
the bench, while Dion Waiters scored 22
and Josh Richardson added 19.

Pelicans 123, Nuggets 114
DeMarcus Cousins had 40 points and 22

rebounds, and Jrue Holiday was right behind
with 27 points and seven assists to lift New
Orleans over Denver. Playing without for-
ward Anthony Davis, who missed his third
consecutive game with a strained adductor,
the Pelicans erased an early 10-point deficit
by pounding the ball inside to Cousins. The
Nuggets were led by Gary Harris with 24
points, but they dropped to 3-9 on the road.

Knicks 99, Grizzlies 88
Courtney Lee scored half of his 24 points

in the second quarter as New York beat
Memphis. Kristaps Porzingis returned from
missing two games with an ankle injury to
added 18 points on 8-of-19 shooting. Enes
Kanter added 12 points and 12 rebounds for
the Knicks, who won for the second time in
seven games. Marc Gasol scored 17 points,
and Tyreke Evans added 15 to lead the Griz-
zlies, who lost for the 11th time in 12 games.

Bucks 104, Pistons 100
Andre Drummond scored 27 points and

grabbed 20 rebounds, but it was not enough
for the Detroit in a loss to Milwaukee. Drum-
mond hit 12 of 15 shots but Detroit shot just
41.9 percent as a team and went 10-for-30
from beyond the 3-point arc in its season-
high fourth straight loss. Tobias Harris added
21 and Avery Bradley finished with 20 for the
Pistons. Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 25
points and grabbed 10 rebounds for Mil-
waukee, which also got 22 points from Eric
Bledsoe and 21 from Khris Middleton.

Magic 110, Hawks 106 (OT)
Evan Fournier led all scorers with 27 points

but left Orlando’s win over Atlanta early in the
extra period with a badly sprained right ankle.
Fournier hit 12 of 21 shots and scored the first
basket in overtime before limping off the
court after landing on Nikola Vucevic’s foot
during the follow-through of his running
floater. Aaron Gordon had 24 points and a
season-high 15 rebounds for Orlando (11-15)
while Vucevic added 22 and a season-best 16
rebounds. Dennis Schroder led the Hawks (5-
19) with 26 points and seven assists.

Pacers 98, Bulls 96
Victor Oladipo scored 11 of his 27 points

in the fourth quarter, including a 3-pointer
with 31.1 seconds left as Indiana rallied from
a 16-point deficit in the final 9 1/2 minutes to
beat Chicago. Oladipo made his shot after
stealing the ball from Chicago’s Denzel Valen-

tine and was among five in double figures for
Indiana. Bojan Bogdanovic added 17 points
and Darren Collison contributed 14. Kris
Dunn scored 19 points for Chicago, which
dropped its 10th straight by getting
outscored 29-13 and shooting 5 of 18 in the
fourth quarter.

Timberwolves 113, Clippers 107
Karl-Anthony Towns totaled 21 points

and 12 rebounds as Minnesota beat Los An-
geles. Jimmy Butler and Jeff Teague added
19 points apiece for Minnesota, which shot
55 percent. Andrew Wiggins contributed 16
points as did Taj Gibson, who also grabbed
14 rebounds. Reserve Lou Williams and
Austin Rivers led the Clippers with 23 points.
DeAndre Jordan collected 18 points and 21
rebounds as Los Angeles fell to 0-4 since
losing Blake Griffin for two months to a left
knee injury. —Reuters

James dominates Kings as
Durant powers Warriors

CLEVELAND: Frank Mason III #10 of the Sacramento Kings drives to the basket but is fouled by Channing
Frye #8 of the Cleveland Cavaliers during the first half at Quicken Loans Arena on December 6, 2017. —AFP

Giro d’Italia 
on rocky ride 
in Holy Land
ROME: The race for the Giro d’Italia’s pink jersey risks being over-
shadowed by a political rumpus over the 2018 edition’s departure
from Jerusalem, with Israeli protests and US diplomatic policy
threatening carnage. The cycling Grand Tour has already run into
difficulty long before the first pedal is due to be pushed on May 4,
first by labeling the city “west Jerusalem” rather than Jerusalem,
due to conflicting Israeli and Palestinian claims over the Holy Land.

And the political headache has threatened to turn into a mi-
graine over US President Donald Trump’s recognition on Wednes-

day of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, while pledging to to move the
US embassy there from Tel Aviv, provoking a torrent of protest
from Middle East and Muslim countries such as Jordan, Iran and
Turkey, as well as both major Palestinian factions. Giro d’Italia race
director Mauro Vegni said in September that the first three days
of the 101st edition would be a time trial in Jerusalem followed by
two sprint stages ending in Tel Aviv and Eilat, before the race re-
turns to Italy for the final 18 stages.

It will be the first time any of cycling’s three Grand Tours-the oth-
ers being the Tour de France and Vuelta a Espana-start outside of
Europe and fans were thrilled. Many also saw it as a homage to
Italy’s Gino Bartoli, a much-loved triple Giro winner who was rec-
ognized in 2013 as a “Righteous Among the Nations”-someone who
had helped shield Jews from the Nazis in the Second World War. “It
is a great privilege to host such an important sporting event and we
invite all Giro enthusiasts to come to Israel,” the country’s sport min-
ister Miri Regev said when the plan was first unveiled in September.

‘Spectacular’ 
His tourism colleague Yariv Levin was no less pleased, boasting

that starting the race for the pink jersey in Israel would “show its
spectacular landscapes to millions of spectators in nearly 200
countries”.  That was before the “west Jerusalem” saga, however.
Organizers had been keeping in line with most international opin-
ion, which does not recognize Israel’s claim to the entire city-in-
cluding the occupied east-as its capital.

But an enraged Israel threatened to pull the plug unless organ-
izers RCS Sport revised the stage start as Jerusalem, which they
duly did.  According to the Jerusalem Post, RCS Sport is to get
four million euros ($4.7 million) from Israel for hosting rights. Put-
ting out one diplomatic fire, however, lit another. The Palestinians
promptly accused the Giro of being “an accomplice to the Israeli
military occupation and its significant violations of international
law”. Vegni pleaded with the Palestinians to leave politics out of
it, admitting he feared the race could attract protesters. —AFP


