
S p o r t s Monday, December 25, 2017

15

LOS ANGELES: The Denver Nuggets limited the
Golden State Warriors to 3-for-27 on 3-point shooting
Saturday, stunning the defending NBA champions 96-
81 on the second night of back-to-backs for both
teams. The loss ended the Warriors’ 11-game winning
streak on the eve of their showdown with the Cleveland
Cavaliers on Christmas Day in a rematch of last sea-
son’s NBA Finals. Coming off a tremendous defensive
effort in a 102-85 win at Portland on Friday night, the
Nuggets were even better less than 24 hours later,
harassing Warriors stars Kevin Durant and Klay
Thompson into a combined 12-for-38 shooting, includ-
ing 1-for-15 on 3-pointers. Gary Harris led five players
in double figures with 19 points for the Nuggets, who
were thumped 127-108 at home by the Warriors earlier
this season when Golden
State matched its sea-
son-high with 18 3-
pointers.

RAPTORS 102,
76ERS 86

DeMar DeRozan, who
scored a career-best 45
points Thursday against
the Philadelphia, came
back with 29 points in
the rematch. The Raptors
have won six in a row
and 12 of their past 13 games while the 76ers have lost
five in a row and nine of their past 10. The Raptors are
18-1 against the 76ers since 2013-2014. Dario Saric
scored 17 points for Philadelphia.

HORNETS 111, BUCKS 106
Dwight Howard had 21 points and 16 rebounds, and

Charlotte salvaged a weekend split against Milwaukee.
The Hornets rallied from an 18-point deficit in the third
quarter after the Bucks opened the second half with a
19-2 run to make it 73-55. The Hornets won thanks to
free throws, as they attempted 40 free throws to
Milwaukee’s 17. Michael Carter-Williams’ two free
throws with 8.4 seconds left pushed a two-point lead to
107-103 and then Kemba Walker tacked on four more
free throws in the final six seconds. The Bucks were
missing Giannis Antetokounmpo, who sat out with
soreness in his right knee. Antetokounmpo came into
the game as the NBA’s second-leading scorer at 29.6.

PACERS 123, NETS 119 (OT)
Victor Oladipo scored 38 points to go with six assists

as Indiana snapped a three-game home losing streak.
Myles Turner added 23 points, nine rebounds and six
blocks, which ties a career high. Spencer Dinwiddie led
the Nets with 26 points and eight assists, and DeMarre
Carroll added 20 points and a game-high 13 rebounds,
helping Brooklyn outrebound the Pacers 51-41. Rondae
Hollis-Jefferson finished with 18 points and eight
rebounds despite shooting 7 of 18 from the field.

WIZARDS 130, MAGIC 103
Mike Scott paced a balanced scoring attack with 18

points and the unpredictable Wizards returned to their
winning ways with a rout over Orlando. Returning

home after Friday’s stunning 119-84 road debacle
against the Brooklyn Nets, the Wizards (18-15) led 72-
48 at halftime and pushed the margin to 29 in the sec-
ond half en route to scoring their most points in any
game this season. Bradley Beal and Otto Porter each
scored 17 points while Markieff Morris had 16. John
Wall finished with 10 points and 13 assists. Washington
has won four of six games. Elfrid Payton scored a
career-high 30 points and added 10 assists for the
short-handed Magic, who have lost eight in a row.

HAWKS 112, MAVERICKS 107
Guard Dennis Schroder scored 26 of his 33 points in

the second half, including 10 in the final five minutes, to
help Atlanta win. Schroder, who didn’t play on Friday

night because of an
ankle injury, matched his
season high with 13 field
goals and was 4-for-8 on
3 pointers. He added
seven assists and three
rebounds to help Atlanta
break a two-game losing
streak and sweep the
season series against the
Mavericks. Schroder’s 3-
pointer with 1:21 left in
the game gave Atlanta a
110-107 lead. The

Mavericks had a chance to tie when Dirk Nowitzki
missed a 3-pointer with 26 seconds remaining.

CELTICS 117, BULLS 92
The Celtics hit Chicago with a 38-point third quarter

en route to a blowout of the Bulls that ended Boston’s
two-game losing streak. The Celtics led by a point
when Jaylen Brown hit a pair of 3-pointers to start and
finish a 12-0 run over 2:49 early in the quarter, breaking
the game open and sending the Bulls to their second
straight loss after seven wins in a row. The 38 points
was a third-quarter high for the Celtics, who avenged a
loss suffered in Chicago two weeks earlier. Kyrie Irving,
who didn’t play in that first meeting, scored 25 points
and dished out seven assists and Brown, who missed
the loss in New York with Achilles soreness, scored 20.

PELICANS 109, HEAT 94
Ian Clark scored 19 points to the lead New Orleans

over Miami. Clark shot 7-of-11 from the field and made
5-of-7 3-pointers. DeMarcus Cousins finished with 16
points, seven rebounds and eight assists and Anthony
Davis scored 17 points as the Pelicans swept their
back-to-back set in Florida games after their win
Friday at Orlando. The Pelicans scored 13 unanswered
points and built a 17-point lead midway through the
third quarter. Clark’s two 3-pointers and Davis’ triple
keyed the run. Davis’ layup with 3:35 remaining capped
the surge and gave the Pelicans an 81-64 lead.

GRIZZLIES 115, CLIPPERS 112
Guard Tyreke Evans scored 30 points with 11 assists

as Memphis hung on to defeat the Los Angeles
Clippers. Trailing by as many as 16 points in the fourth
quarter, the Clippers made it a one-possession game

with 1:02 left when guard Lou Williams (36 points) hit a
3-pointer. After Memphis failed to add to their lead, the
Clippers had 21.3 seconds to attempt a game-tying
shot. But the Grizzlies’ defense forced Williams into a
bad pass and turnover and the clock expired. Memphis
snapped a three-game losing streak and won for just
the third time in the last 22 games. The 115 points
marked a season high.

THUNDER 103, JAZZ 89
Russell Westbrook totaled 27 points, 10 rebounds

and 10 assists for his 11th triple-double of the season to
lead Oklahoma City. Paul George added 26 points and
Carmelo Anthony chipped in 16 points for the Thunder.
Oklahoma City beat Utah for the third straight time to
win the season series 3-1. Utah’s Donovan Mitchell
scored 29 points on 12-of-16 shooting after returning
from a two-game absence.

TIMBERWOLVES 115, SUNS 106
Jimmy Butler scored 32 points and Minnesota blew

most of a 22-point third-quarter lead before regroup-
ing to beat Phoenix. Andrew Wiggins had 17 points and
Karl-Anthony Towns had 16 points and 14 rebounds for
Minnesota, which has won four of the past five games
and six of the past eight. TJ Warren had 24 points and
Troy Daniels 18 for Phoenix.

TRAIL BLAZERS 95, LAKERS 92
Maurice Harkless scored 13 of his season-high 22

points in the fourth quarter to lift Portland to a victory
against the Los Angeles Lakers. The Trail Blazers have
won 14 straight against the Lakers and eight in a row at
Staples Center. Shabazz Napier started in place of
injured leading scorer Damian Lillard and scored 21
points, CJ McCollum scored 17 and Zach Collins con-
tributed 11 off the bench for Portland. Harkless, who
came in averaging 4.9 points, grabbed an offensive
rebound, put it back while being fouled and made the
free throw with 21.4 seconds left to give Portland a 94-
92 lead.  Kentavious Caldwell-Pope missed two 3-point
tries in the final 10 seconds for the Lakers.

SPURS 108, KINGS 99
Being down two of their starters hardly mattered

San Antonio against Sacramento. The Spurs beat
Sacramento for the 11th straight time, riding a 29-point,
10-rebound effort from LaMarcus Aldridge, a triple-
double from Pau Gasol and terrific guard play. San
Antonio produced 29 assists as a team and committed
only eight turnovers. By doing so, the Spurs survived a
night without All-Star forward Kawhi Leonard and
starting guard Danny Green. Leonard, who has missed
30 games this season because of right quadriceps
tendinopathy, sat out to rest as part of his comeback
plan.  Green had tightness in his left groin. — Reuters
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LIVERPOOL: Antonio Conte defended his tactical
approach in Chelsea’s goalless draw at Everton as he
limited stand-in forward Michy Batshuayi to a 20-
minute substitute appearance.  Conte was without
suspended striker Alvaro Morata on Saturday but opt-
ed to start with a forward line that featured Willian,
Pedro and Eden Hazard rather than an orthodox num-
ber nine. The move didn’t pay off as Chelsea failed to
turn their dominance into goals, but Blues boss Conte
said his striker-free team was his only option because
Batshuayi isn’t fully fit.

“Don’t forget today our striker Morata was out.
And I think for us this player is very important, he is
our finisher,” Conte said.  “In the end we played with a
second option, with three numbers 10’s - Willian,
Pedro, Hazard - and we created many chances to
score. We must be more clinical.

“Today we played without our striker but in this
season we played many times this way. “Don’t forget
that Michy started many games at the star of the sea-
son then he had an injury. He’s still coming back from
injury and just played 75 minutes against
Bournemouth (in midweek).” Still, although Batshuayi
did indeed miss the month of November, the forward
has only started two league games for Conte this sea-
son.  “I think there is nothing to explain,” said Conte
when asked why he opted not to start Batshuayi at
Goodison.—AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Lonzo Ball #2 of the Los Angeles Lakers looks to pass as Al-Farouq Aminu #8 of the Portland
Trail Blazers defends during the first half of a game at Staples Center on Saturday. — AFP

LEICESTER: Jose Mourinho slammed his Manchester
United stars after they conceded a late equaliser in a 2-
2 draw against 10-man Leicester that left them 13
points adrift of leaders Manchester City. United were
already trailing in City’s wake, but Harry Maguire’s
94th-minute leveller at the King Power Stadium on
Saturday was another hammer blow to their title hopes
just hours after their rivals had beaten Bournemouth.

Mourinho’s side had missed several superb chances
to move 3-1 ahead and effectively kill off Leicester and
the United boss was furious with his players’ finishing
and the sloppy way they allowed Maguire to equalise.

“It is as bad as a defeat,” said Mourinho.
“Sometimes you take a point and you say ‘OK’ and
you accept it as it was hard to get a positive result.
“That is not the case. It is a game to win easily. It is a
big frustration as they are easy goals to score and
easy goals to kill the game but not just the goals we
missed, also some easy way out to counter-attack
where we lost the ball quite easily.

“On top of that, in the last couple of minutes, we
allow the opposition to throw a few balls into the box,

with Christian Fuchs’ hands and crosses. “We couldn’t
defend the last cross so I think we were punished by
our mistakes in both penalty areas. 

“There was a lack of maturity. I cannot stop the
game and give a team talk,” said Mourinho.  “For the
last two minutes the players had to immediately adapt,
to read the game, which they didn’t so we had childish
decisions in front of goal and bad decisions as it was
not just about the goals we missed, or dribbling or hit-
ting the post. 

“It was not just about missing chances with an open
goal, it was also about decisions. Easy decisions to
make in easy transitions to counter-attack.”

‘CHILDISH DECISIONS’ 
Mourinho admitted he does not know whether all of

his players will develop the maturity he needs.  “Some
players they have childish decisions and time helps
them to have maturity and to decide better but some
other players stay with childish decisions until the end
of their career,” he said.

“You know it depends on what is inside and the way
they learn or they don’t learn.” Leicester fought back
despite having substitute Daniel Amartey sent off for
two yellow cards in the space of five minutes. 

Foxes manager Claude Puel said: “He took the sec-
ond yellow card with naivety. Perhaps the first yellow
card was a little harsh, but the second he needed to
manage better. “He’s a young player, he came into the
game when there was a little pressure, there was inten-
sity, rhythm, it was a difficult to come into the game.

“It was a good game for us against a great team. We
started well. It was a fantastic first goal after regaining
the possession,” said Puel. “In the second half we start-
ed well also, with quality. We made some fantastic
opportunities to score, just after this, we conceded the
free-kick.  And just after it was a little harsh with the
sending off of Amartey.  “It was a difficult scenario. We
saw fantastic spirit, character of my players. They
believed until the end.” —AFP
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ARABIAN GULF CUP
United Arab Emirates v Saudi Arabia 17:30
Kuwait TV Sport Plus
KTV Sport HD
Dubai Sports 1 HD

Kuwait v Oman 20:00
Kuwait TV Sport Plus
KTV Sport HD
Dubai Sports 1 HD

Jose Mourinho

BURNLEY: Mauricio Pochettino saluted “fantastic”
duo Harry Kane and Dele Alli after Tottenham revived
their challenge for Champions League qualification
with a 3-0 win at Burnley.  Kane scored a hat-trick to
take his total of Premier League goals in the calendar
year to 36, equalling the competition record set by Alan
Shearer with Blackburn in 1995.

Alli played a rather more controversial role in pro-
ceedings, although he did end the match with two

assists. He won a disputed penalty early in the game,
shortly after receiving a yellow card for a dangerous
challenge on Burnley defender Charlie Taylor, with
many home fans believing it should have been a send-
ing off.  However, he did produce a sublime pass for
Kane to complete his hat-trick with 12 minutes to go.

Pochettino said that both men played a significant
role in Tottenham’s first away league win since
September 30, and is hopeful that they can continue to
lift a side who had slipped to seventh place before the
weekend.  “Harry is so important. I have praised him
over the three-and-a-half years I have been here,”
Pochettino said.

“He makes a contribution not only with goals but
with his attitude and his professionalism. How he works
on the pitch is fantastic. He’s a massive example for
everyone. “I’m so happy for him, because not only have
we achieved the three points, but he equalled Alan

Shearer’s record. 
“He needs one more to set a new record, and I think

that’s a massive, massive achievement for an individual
like him.” Alli has had a relatively disappointing person-
al season to date, with only three league goals to his
name.

The midfielder was criticised heavily a week ago for
a bad challenge on Manchester City’s Kevin de Bruyne,
for which he received a yellow card, while his early
tackle on Taylor was another example of his tempera-
mental side.  Pochettino, though, said that referee
Michael Oliver was correct both in only booking Alli
and in awarding the early penalty.

“I think it was a yellow. I don’t think it was more than
yellow. The penalty was a penalty,” he said. “I’m happy
with his performance and contribution. He tried always.
He was always in the game, trying to help the team. His
contribution was fantastic.”—AFP
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