
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Embassy of the Russian Federation in
Kuwait received yesterday a delegation of Kuwaiti
youth who participated in the World Festival of Youth
and Students in the Russian city of Sochi. The delega-
tion included representatives of the Kuwait Democratic
Youth Forum and other organizations. During the meet-
ing, Russian Ambassador Alexey Solomatin said the
festival was held for the third time in Russia. “It gives
power to the youth. The future is for the youth. Young
people are supposed to spread peace around the
world. I am glad that the Kuwaiti youth got a chance to
discover Russia,” he said.

“Since the past few years, the embassy has been
promoting Russian culture in Kuwait and has made
serious efforts in changing the stereotypes about
Russia in Kuwaitis’ mind, which often associate Russia
with the mafia and gangs. But now since the Kuwaiti
youth have discovered Russia, they have an opportuni-
ty to tell what they experienced,” Solomatin noted.

He affirmed that Russia is looking to improve eco-
nomic and trade relations between the two countries
and enhance the already close defense, economic, edu-
cational and cultural ties. “Russia will send a parliamen-
tary mission at the end of January 2018 to meet Kuwait
officials and National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. Also, Kuwait and Russia along with other
Security Council members will be discussing Middle
East and GCC crises’ files,” Solomatin said. 

Regarding the international isolation of the United
States over the Jerusalem issue, he said Russia voted
and rejected the US decision to recognize Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital, adding the Russia’s position has been
and will remain unchanged on this subject.

World Cup
Solomatin pointed out that Russia is preparing for the

2018 FIFA World Cup, and has developed the infrastruc-
ture and transportation between the cities that will host
the matches. About visas, Solomatin announced that
2017 witnessed a 50 percent increase in Kuwaiti tourists
- the embassy issued 2,000 visas this year. He stressed
on the ease of the procedures for the issuance of the
visa, where it can be issued to Kuwaitis in 24 hours.

Meanwhile, the representatives of the Kuwait
Democratic Youth forum shared their impressions
about the event and Russia. “Twenty-three citizens and

residents of Kuwait participated for the first time in the
World Festival of Youth and Students from October 14
to 22, 2017,” said Khalid Al-Azmi, head of delegation.
He added that his team represented sports, art and lit-
erature of Kuwait. “The workshops were helpful and
covered all aspects. We are looking forward to visiting
Russia again and the beautiful city of Sochi.” The festi-
val hosted around 20,000 youths between the ages of
18 and 35 from 150 countries. The theme of the festival
was: “For peace, solidarity and social justice, we strug-
gle against imperialism. Honoring our past, we build
the future!”
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To my avid readers, those who are celebrating, I
hope you had a Merry Christmas, and to all my
readers, I hope you have a wonderful year

ahead of you. Many people use this time to reflect on
their actions, feelings and their lives. Each person is
on a different journey, and each person has different
needs and different wants, and I am not one to
preach, but let us keep this in mind this holiday sea-
son. Let us understand that different people have had
different experiences that shape the person that they
are. Let us forgive and be kind to one another.

Freedom of religion 
Question: Do people have the freedom to practice

their religion in Kuwait freely? 
Fajer: This is a really tough question to answer. I

have said this repeatedly in my column, but feel the
need to share it again. We are very lucky in Kuwait to
have such a diverse community. 

The Kuwaiti constitution states in Article 35
[Freedom of Religion and Belief]: Freedom of belief is
absolute. The state protects the freedom of practicing
religion in accordance with established customs, pro-
vided that it does not conflict with public policy or
morals. This unfortunately has been interpreted differ-
ently by different organizations and parliament mem-
bers, and is probably why you have heard negative
remarks about adherents of other religions practicing
their beliefs in Kuwait. We have mosques and church-
es in Kuwait, but I do hope in the future we see more
official worshiping spaces for all the other religions
that are present in Kuwait. 

Dropping the cases
Question: I read your previous articles where you

mention forgiveness. I have cases against family
members and want to forgive them. What can I do, as
I also want to protect myself in the future? Can I
drop the case?

Fajer: I understand that when we have differences,
it is good to have the option of being able to go to a
professional for advice or even to court, but in my
opinion, it is good to be able to settle things amicably.
It will save you money and energy. 

Now to answer your question of if you can drop
the case or not, this depends on the type of case. For
example, you can drop civil cases, but you cannot
drop some criminal cases, as the public prosecution is
involved in the case as well. So by law, the case can
only be dropped by the public prosecution even if the
crime happened against you. Also, depending on the
case, it might be wise to draft an agreement or have
an undertaking for the future. With that said, let us
remember to be kind, thoughtful and considerate, and
let us forgive. Happy holidays! 

Should you have any questions or concerns, or you
require a consultation, please email me at
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

KUWAIT: Russian Ambassador Alexey Solomatin (center) poses with Kuwaiti youth who participated in the World
Festival of Youth and Students in the Russian city of Sochi. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

Schwarzkopf:
Liberator
of Kuwait,
American hero
WASHINGTON: US General H Norman
Schwarzkopf, who passed away five years ago
at the age of 78, led the six-week military cam-
paign in 1991 that liberated Kuwait from occu-
pation by the forces of Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein.  On August 2, 1990, Iraqi forces invad-
ed Kuwait.  After a trade embargo and warn-
ings failed to force an Iraqi withdrawal, and
after a deadline passed on January 15, 1991,
then US President George H.W. Bush ordered a
military response.  Schwarzkopf, who later
earned the nickname “Stormin’ Norman,”
moved his military headquarters to Riyadh.
There he put in place hundreds of ships, thou-
sands of aircraft and 765,000 allied troops,
including 540,000 Americans and Arab forces
under Saudi Prince Khaled bin Sultan, who was
co-commander in the Gulf War.  Thus began
what became the first largely televised war,
with live scenes of missiles striking targets and
fighter jets departing from aircraft carriers.

‘Left hook’
The ground war was over in a few days due

to what Schwarzkopf described as a ‘left hook’
strategy, in which he placed forces behind ene-
my lines for a decisive attack.  In Operation
Desert Storm, Schwarzkopf’s plan was built
around a global coalition of forces and over-
whelming air superiority that routed Saddam’s
Republican Guard and destroyed most of Iraq’s
infrastructure while minimizing allied losses.
However, critics of the war pointed to the fact
that when it ended, Saddam had been left in
power. Subsequent analysis of the war data
also showed that most of Iraq’s elite Republican
Guard, whose destruction had been a goal of
war planners, had escaped and had not been
pursued because of Bush’s decision to halt the
ground war after 100 hours.

It wasn’t until 2003, when a coalition led by
the US invaded Iraq under the administration of
Bush’s son, President George W Bush, that
Saddam was deposed. The dictator was cap-
tured while hiding in Iraq in December of that
year, and executed by hanging in December
2006. Schwarzkopf retired soon after the Gulf
War and lived in Tampa, Florida.  President
George HW Bush gave him the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the highest US civilian
award, and Schwarzkopf remained a popular
American hero in the US during the early 1990s. 

Republicans in Florida urged him to run for
the US Senate, and a movement also began to
draft him to run for president. At one point he
said he would not rule out a White House run,
but he never did enter the political arena.

Biography
Herbert Norman Schwarzkopf Jr was born

on August 22, 1934, in Trenton, New Jersey. As
a boy, he attended Bordentown Military
Institute near Trenton. From 1946 to 1950, he
lived in Iran, Switzerland, Germany and Italy
with his father.  Fluent in French and German
by the age of 17, he enrolled at Valley Forge
Military Academy in Wayne, Pennsylvania.

At the US Military Academy at West Point,
he loved history and dreamed of leading men in
battle. “He saw himself as Alexander the Great,
and we didn’t laugh when he said it,” recalled

General Leroy Suddath, his West Point room-
mate. In 1956, Schwarzkopf graduated 43rd in
a West Point class of 480.

After infantry and airborne training at Fort
Benning, Georgia, Schwarzkopf served two
years with airborne units in the US and
Europe. He took a two-year assignment in
Berlin and a career-officer course at Fort
Benning, then earned a master’s degree in
guided-missile engineering in 1964 from the
University of Southern California.
Schwarzkopf served two battlefield tours dur-
ing the Vietnam War, in 1965-66 and 1969-70.
During his second tour of duty in Vietnam, he
was wounded twice and won three Silver Stars
for bravery. He became a colonel in 1975, a
brigadier general in 1978, a major general in
1982 and a lieutenant general in 1986. 

In 1983, during the administration of
President Ronald Reagan, Schwarzkopf coordi-
nated American-landing forces in the US inva-
sion of Grenada.  In 1988, Schwarzkopf was
awarded his fourth star and named commander
of US Central Command at MacDill Air Force
Base in Tampa, supervising military activities in
19 countries in the Middle East, the Horn of
Africa and the Arabian Gulf. He developed con-
tingency plans for war in Iraq-which were
needed two years later.   Schwarzkopf died in
Tampa on Dec. 27, 2012, of complications from
pneumonia. —KUNA

KUWAIT: An archive photo showing US General H Norman Schwarzkopf (left) with former Kuwaiti
Defense Minister the late Sheikh Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Defense, Foreign
Ministers receive
US delegation
KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah received yesterday a visit-
ing delegation from the United States House
of Representatives. Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad and the US delegation touched on
issues of mutual interests as well as topics
connected with defensive cooperation.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah also met with US delega-
tion, and they discussed means to bolster
relations on all possible levels. The US dele-
gation included Brian Fitzpatrick, Lee Zeldin,
David Cicilline, and Mike Coffman. — KUNA

KUWAIT: First  Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets
with a visiting delegation from the United States House of
Representatives. — KUNA

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with a visiting dele-
gation from the United States House of Representatives.

Russian Embassy meets Kuwaitis
who took part in youth festival

Russian parliamentary mission visits Kuwait late Jan: Envoy


