
Troops kill 
top militant 
in Kashmir
SRINAGAR: Government forces have killed
the commander of a Pakistan-based militant
group in Indian-administered Kashmir,
police said yesterday, as the disputed terri-
tory ended its deadliest year for a decade.
Noor Mohammad Tantray, the head in the
Kashmir valley of the Jaish-e-Mohammad
group, was trapped in a house outside the
main city of Srinagar on Monday evening
along with his associates, triggering a fierce
overnight gunbattle. Police described the
operation as a “significant breakthrough”
after Tantray’s body was found under  debris
yesterday. Police and troops cordoned off a
group of houses at Samboora, “which result-
ed in a fierce gunbattle leading to elimination
of top JeM commander Noor Mohammad
Tantray,” police said in a statement.

Tantray’s two associates managed to
escape, a police official said on condition of
anonymity.  The 47-year-old JeM command-
er, who was only three feet tall according to
police reports, was described by officials as
a new “security headache” when he took
over as head of the group in Indian Kashmir
last year. According to police he spent 12
years in jail after being convicted in a case of
militancy in 2003, but jumped parole two
years later to rejoin JeM. As the news of
Tantray’s death spread, hundreds of resi-
dents shouting “Go, India, go back!” spilt

onto the streets, throwing stones and clash-
ing with government forces who fired tear
gas and pellet guns.

At least six protesters were injured, a
police officer said.Kashmir was divided
between India and Pakistan at the end of
British colonial rule over the subcontinent in
1947. Both claim the entire Muslim-majority
territory in full. Since 1989 rebel groups
including JeM have been fighting Indian
troops and police deployed in the Himalayan

territory. They seek its merger with Pakistan
or its independence. The fighting has left
tens of thousands, mostly civilians, dead.
Violence had steadily decreased during the
last decade but this year some 350 deaths
have been reported following the Indian
army’s anti-militant offensive dubbed
“Operation All-Out”. Officials and rights
groups say 210 suspected rebels, mostly
locals, 57 civilians and 82 troops or police
have been killed this year. — AFP 
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RABAT: Migrant vendors sell cell phones on a sidewalk in the Moroccan capital Rabat. — AFP 

RABAT: Unable to reach Europe in search of a better
life, Aliou Ndiaye settled in Morocco instead, giving
up on his original goal like thousands of other sub-
Saharan African migrants. “Everyone has the right to
go to another country to try their luck,” the 31-year-
old former fish exporter from Senegal told AFP. “Lots
of people are trying to reach Europe, but some end
up staying to make a living.” Seven out of 10 West
Africa-born migrants stay on the continent, accord-
ing to a December study by the Moroccan think tank
OCP Policy Center.  

Discouraged by the danger of passing through
countries such as Libya and by harsh policies aimed
at preventing migrants going to Europe, many settle
in “transit” countries including Morocco. Ndiaye said
he gave up after he realized reaching Spain was “too
hard”.  He took on several informal jobs and finally
set himself up as a street vendor in Rabat, where he
expects to remain. His story illustrates a trend that
has gained increasing attention from Moroccan
politicians, civil society and researchers.

Morocco has turned from a transit country into a
host country for immigrants, according to the govern-
ment’s High Commission for Planning. “The Moroccan
authorities have switched from a security approach,

which criminalized illegal immigration, to a discourse
of integration,” said Mehdi Alioua, former head of a
group that helped migrants. He said the new
approach involves moving migrants from border
regions to the country’s big cities, taking them further
from their ultimate goal-
reaching Europe.  That
has meant that many
stay on in Morocco.
Rabat has become home
to many sub-Saharan
Africans who work at
informal markets in the
capital, while others, still
hoping to make it  to
Europe, live in informal
camps near bus stations
and eke out a living by
begging.

Tensions 
But their growing numbers have created tensions.

In November, residents clashed with sub-Saharan
youths living in a camp in Casablanca. “You can’t be
welcomed with open arms everywhere you go,” said

Olivier Foutou, a 34-year-old Congolese. But he
called Morocco “the most welcoming country in
Africa” and criticized fellow migrants “who think
only of Europe and do not want to integrate”.  Like
many West Afr icans, he original ly headed to

Morocco for study,
attracted by the quality
of the education system
and the possibility of
scholarships.

He has stayed ever
since, and sings in the
choir at Rabat’s cathe-
dral, a meeting point for
the city’s small Catholic
community. Another
choir  member, Jean
Baptiste Dago-Gnahou,
fled war-ravaged Ivory
Coast years ago and

ended up in Rabat by “destiny”. In his 40s, he is
teaching French and currently has no plans to return
to his homeland. Papa Demba Mbaye left his job as a
teacher in Senegal seven years ago to “live the
adventure in Morocco”.

He was attracted by promises of work at a call
centre, a growing sector in need of French-speakers.
He soon discovered that it was a “job with no future”,
and has since established himself as a French teacher.
He has written two books-”The life of a Senegalese in
Morocco” and “Seven reasons why I love Morocco”.
Keen to build links between sub-Saharan Africans
and Moroccans, he also runs a theatre troupe on the
outskirts of Rabat. Despite Morocco’s new migration
policies and the kingdom’s efforts to re-integrate with
the African Union after decades outside the bloc, it is
hard to gain permanent residency.

“I heard the king say on the radio that it would be
a lot easier, but I have the impression that he was not
heard,” Mbaye said. The authorities are currently
processing some 25,000 residency applications. A
similar “regularisation” campaign in 2014 saw around
23,000 people gain renewable residency. It is hard to
estimate how many African migrants are living in
Morocco, especially as many are clandestine. Official
statistics show that around 35,000 had residency in
2014, according to the OCP Policy Center. That is
slightly above the number of European migrants who
came for work or seeking a retirement home under
the Moroccan sun. — AFP 

Blocked from Europe, migrants settle in Morocco
Morocco - from transit country into a host country 

India accuses
Pakistan of
harassing 
family of ‘spy’
on death row 
NEW DELHI: India denounced
Pakistan yesterday for its handling of
the visit of the wife and mother of an
Indian man on death row, saying they
were harassed and prevented from talk-
ing to the prisoner freely. Kulbhushan
Sudhir Jadhav, a former officer in the
Indian navy, was arrested in March
2016 in the Pakistan province of
Baluchistan, where there has been a
long-running conflict between security
forces and separatists, and convicted of
planning espionage and sabotage.

His wife and mother were allowed to
meet him behind a glass window on
Monday eight months after he was sen-
tenced to death but that gesture of
goodwill appeared to have quickly
descended into acrimony. Indian foreign
ministry spokesman Raveesh Kumar
said Jadhav’s family was subjected to
harassment when they arrived to meet

him. “The Pakistani press was allowed
on multiple occasions to approach fami-
ly members closely, harass and hector
them and hurl false and motivated accu-
sations about (Shri) Jadhav,” Kumar
said in a statement.

Ties between the nuclear-armed
neighbors are in a deep chill and
Jadhav’s case has added to long running
tensions with each accusing the other of
supporting cross-border violence. India
says Jadhav is innocent and won an
injunction from the World Court to
delay his execution, arguing he was
denied diplomatic assistance during his
trial by a military court. Pakistan author-
ities say Jadhav confessed to being
assigned by India’s intelligence service
to plan, coordinate and organize espi-
onage and sabotage activities in
Baluchistan “aiming to destabilize and
wage war against Pakistan”.

On Monday, Pakistan released a pic-
ture of Jadhav’s mother, Avanti, and
wife, Chetankul, seated at a desk and
speaking to him from behind the glass
partition. Islamabad said it had honored
its commitment to give access to the
family. But India said the two women
were asked to change their dress and
remove personal jewelry and the red
dot that Hindus wear on their foreheads
on the pretext of security. Jadhav’s
mother was not allowed to speak in her
native Marathi language and was fre-
quently interrupted.  — Reuters

Growing numbers 
of migrants 

create tensions,
unease

KASHMIR: Kashmiri villagers surround the body of militant commander Noor Mohammad
Tantray during his funeral in the Aripal village of Tral district yesterday. — AFP 


