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NEW DELHI: Virat Kohli’s India head for a grueling
tour of South Africa today looking for a record-break-
ing tenth straight Test series triumph, but they will have
to overcome a reputation for being bad travelers. India,
who beat New Zealand, England and Australia in a
powerful home season to consolidate their number one
Test ranking, celebrated their last major away victory
in 2008-2009 when they beat the Kiwis 1-0 in a three-
Test series.

“Looking forward to the South Africa tour, it’s going
to be a different challenge,” said Rohit Sharma, who
captained the Indian limited-overs side in Kohli’s
recent absence. “But I want to reiterate about our
home season, it’s never easy to beat anyone. We were
challenged at different times and we came back.”
Overseas success against weakened West Indies and
Sri Lanka sides in the past two years, and India’s invin-
cibility at home, has led pundits to back Kohli’s side to
put up a strong challenge to South Africa, who are sec-
ond in the Test rankings and have never lost to India at
home. India will play three Tests, six one-day interna-
tionals and three Twenty20 matches during the two-
month tour. The series begins with the first Test in
Cape Town on January 5. “They had a very good 2017.
They have to carry on with the good work overseas
also, away from Asia. At any given time you cannot sit
on your past laurels,” former captain Bishan Singh Bedi
said. “To prove it to yourself, not to the world, that you
are worthy of the number one position. It’s not easy to
get there but even more difficult to stay there,” the ex-
spinner added.

Apart from hosts Australia losing to South Africa 2-1
in 2016-2017, and visiting England beating the Proteas
in 2015-2016, the top Test-playing nations have
enjoyed hegemony on home turf. The Indians, once
labelled “tigers at home and lambs abroad” in Test
cricket, have a chance of breaking new ground in South
Africa’s den.”Most teams are doing well at home and
struggling overseas. So this is an opportunity for India
to move away from the pack,” veteran sports journalist
Ayaz Memon said. “South Africa lost badly to India
when they came here in 2015. India may have won the
odd Test but they have never won a series in South
Africa and Australia,” he added.

Verbal bouncers
India are pinning their hopes on the pace quartet

of Mohammed Shami, Umesh Yadav, Ishant Sharma
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar to make an impact on fast-
paced South African tracks. The fast bowlers played a
significant role during India’s 1-0 win over Sri Lanka
as they equalled Australia’s record of nine Test series
victories between 2005-2008. Promising fast bowler
Jasprit Bumrah, who awaits his Test debut, and Hardik
Pandya also add to India’s pace brigade to match
Proteas’ attack of Vernon Philander, Kagiso Rabada
and Dale Steyn.

But the 71-year-old Bedi said the Indian team
“shouldn’t get carried away” after recent praise of its
pacemen. “Very happy situation that Indians, given an
opportunity, now will be able to retaliate with their
pace department,” he said. But “good bowling, whether
it’s fast or spin, is getting the opposition out twice”, he
warned. “Not so much of verbal bouncers or any sort
of intimidation and even if you do it, first do your job of
getting wickets,” said Bedi, who is known for his forth-
right views. On the batting front, vice-captain Ajinkya
Rahane’s form also seems to be of concern for a team
whose batting is led by the prolific Kohli.—AFP 
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win in S Africa

Batsman Warner enjoys late 
Christmas gift on Boxing Day

Broad breaks wicket drought
MELBOURNE: Opening batsman David Warner
enjoyed a gift-wrapped century after being
reprieved on 99 as Australia emerged on top at the
close of a meandering first day of the Boxing Day
test against England yesterday. Warner was caught
at mid-on on the cusp of his 21st test hundred, and
first of the ongoing Ashes, but the wicket was can-
celled to the delight of a festive Melbourne Cricket
Ground when the replay showed England’s debu-
tant paceman Tom Curran had overstepped. 

The home vice-captain reached his ton on the
next ball and while he was unable to push on much
further his 103 helped drive Australia to 244 for
three at stumps, a strong position after skipper
Steve Smith won the toss and opted to bat on a
slow, flat wicket. Warner said he was delighted to
be given another life on 99. “Getting recalled was
obviously fantastic,” he told reporters. “It was a bit
of a roller coaster of emotions between those two
deliveries, that’s for sure.” Smith’s brilliant series
continued, the Australian captain 65 not out at the
close, with Shaun Marsh also unbeaten on 31. The
pair steered Australia to safety with an unbroken
partnership of 84 after Stuart Broad ended a 70-
over wicket drought to have Usman Khawaja
caught behind for 17. Smith now remains unbeaten
in three consecutive Boxing Day tests, having
scored a total of 434 runs in matches against West
Indies, Pakistan and now England. Australia
reclaimed the Ashes in the third test in Perth and
hold an unassailable 3-0 lead in the five-match
series but 88,172 spectators packed the MCG to
witness a peculiar day’s play.

Choice words
After Warner and fellow opener Cameron

Bancroft piled on 102 runs to lunch, Australia
added only 43 in the second session as England
rallied with two wickets in brilliant sunshine. All-

rounder Chris Woakes broke Warner and
Bancroft’s 122-run partnership by having Bancroft
lbw for 26. Warner was caught on 99 just before
the drinks break, a clumsy pull-shot off Curran’s
no-ball lobbing to Broad at mid-on. He raised his
hundred with a single on the next ball and cele-
brated with his customary running jump and fist-
pump before offering Curran some choice words,
angering England wicketkeeper Jonny Bairstow.

Veteran paceman James Anderson then
removed Warner with a fine delivery that jagged
back off the seam to catch an edge on the way
through to Bairstow. The wicket drew Anderson
level with West Indies great Courtney Walsh on
519 test victims, equal fifth on the all-time list. It
was tough going for the bowlers, however, and
Anderson felt the bumper crowd was short-

changed by the pitch. “You’d think the 90,000 that
turned up today don’t want to see 240 for three (at
stumps),” the 35-year-old said. “People want to
see exciting cricket ... It wasn’t that exciting to play
when it’s that attritional.”

After dismissing Khawaja, Broad very nearly
trapped new batsman Marsh in front but the lbw
appeal was turned down. Root reviewed but the
decision remained the umpire’s call, with the track-
ing technology showing it clipping the bails. Marsh
survived another big shout for lbw but England’s
brief moment of ascendancy disappeared as the
left-hander dug in with Smith. The skipper raised
his 22nd test half-century by driving part-time
spinner Dawid Malan for two runs through the
covers before he and Marsh saw Australia to the
safety of stumps.— Reuters

SCOREBOARD

Australia 1st innings

C. Bancroft lbw b Woakes 26

D. Warner c Bairstow b Anderson 103

U. Khawaja c Bairstow b Broad 17

S. Smith not out 65

S. Marsh not out 31

Extras (lb-1 nb-1) 2

Total (for 3 wickets, 89 overs) 244

Fall of wickets: 1-122 C. Bancroft, 2-135 D.

Warner, 3-160 U. Khawaja

To bat: T. Paine, M. Marsh, P. Cummins, J.

Hazlewood, N. Lyon, J. Bird

Bowling: J. Anderson 21-8-43-1; S. Broad 19-

6-41-1; C. Woakes 19-4-60-1; M. Ali 6-0-35-

0; T. Curran 17-5-44-0(nb-1); D. Malan 7-1-

20-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the first day in the fourth Test between Australia and England yesterday
in Melbourne, Australia.

MELBOURNE: Australia’s batsman David Warner (C) falls over while trying to take a quick sin-
gle as England bowler Stuart Broad (R) and fellow batsman Cameron Bancroft (L) look on,
during the first day of the fourth Ashes Test cricket match at the MCG in Melbourne. — AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: The West Indies were again left
searching for ways to handle New Zealand’s bowlers
after crumbling to a 66-run defeat in the third one-
day international in Christchurch yesterday. The
comprehensive win in a rain-abbreviated match
extended New Zealand’s unbeaten run over the
tourists, giving them a 3-0 sweep of the ODIs after
winning both Tests inside four days earlier this
month. 

With the defeats mounting, West Indies skipper
Jason Holder has repeatedly blamed a batting unit
that has failed to adapt to New Zealand conditions.
In the third ODI, the West Indies were set a revised
target of 166 in 23 overs after a lengthy rain break
restricted New Zealand to 131 for four in 23 overs.
But the tourists collapsed in the first four overs as
New Zealand’s pace pair Trent Boult and Matt
Henry took five wickets for nine runs.  A valiant 34
by Holder helped the Windies reach 99 for nine by
the end of the innings, with Boult producing figures
of three for 18 and spinner Mitchell Santner taking
three for 15.

“It’s unfortunate with the batting, we lost wickets
up front again and were not able to build momen-
tum,” Holder said. His batting talisman Chris Gayle
started the slide when he was out for four in the first
over. “It’s not an easy place to start with the ball
swinging, but we’ve got to give ourselves a bit more
of a chance to get started,” the West Indies captain
added. A dejected Holder also saw critical problems
in his bowling line-up after New Zealand were
restricted to 83 for three in 19 overs when the rain
set in and then cracked 48 in four overs after the
resumption.

“I think our death bowling can be a lot better,”
he said, with Shannon Gabriel’s final over yielding
15 runs. New Zealand rested senior batsman Kane
Williamson and bowler Tim Southee, and stand-in
skipper Tom Latham said less experienced players
were stepping up, which was promising for the
future. “Obviously it was an outstanding perform-
ance today,” Latham said.  “It was nice that ... we
managed to scrap to a total and the way the boys
came out and did the job with the ball was out-
standing.” The West Indies end their tour with
three Twenty20 matches starting in Nelson on
Friday.— AFP 

Windies batsmen 
blamed for
another series
loss to NZ

HAGLEY OVAL: West Indies wicketkeeper Shai Hope (L) stumps New Zealand’s Tom Latham (R) during the third
one-day international (ODI) cricket match between New Zealand and the West Indies at Hagley Oval in
Christchurch yesterday. — AFP 

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand
G. Worker b Cottrell 2
C. Munro c Gayle b Holder 21
N. Broom c Gayle b Cottrell 2
R. Taylor not out 47
T. Latham st S. Hope b Miller 37
H. Nicholls not out 18
Extras: (lb2, w2) 4
Total: (for 4 wickets, 23.0 overs) 131
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Worker), 2-26 (Broom), 3-26 (Munro), 4-99
(Latham) 
Bowling: Cottrell 6-0-19-2 (1w), Holder 6-2-21-1, Miller 5-0-26-1
(1w), Gabriel 4-0-37-0, Nurse 2-0-26-0.

West Indies
C. Gayle c Munro b Henry 4
C. Walton b Boult 0
S. Hope c Taylor b Boult 2

K. Hope lbw Henry 1
J. Mohammed b Boult 1
J. Holder c Broom b Santner 34
R. Powell c Ferguson b Santner 11
A. Nurse b Astle 1
N. Miller not out 20
S. Cottrell c Henry b Santner 3
S. Gabriel not out 12
Extras:(w10) 10
Total: (for 9 wickets, 23 overs) 99
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Gayle), 2-6 (S. Hope), 3-7 (K. Hope), 4-8
(Mohammed), 5-9 (Walton), 6-57 (Powell), 7-58 (Nurse), 8-64
(Holder), 9-73 (Cottrell)
Bowling: Henry 5-1-18-2, Boult 5-0-18-3, Ferguson 4-0-24-0 (4w),
Santner 
5-0-15-3, Astle 4-0-24-1.
Result: New Zealand won by 66 runs
Series: New Zealand 3-0

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand: Completed scoreboard in the rain-shortened third one-day international between New Zealand and the
West Indies in Christchurch yesterday.

ISTANBUL: One of Turkey’s best known professional
cyclists has joined a homegrown Turkish team after
quitting his Israeli outfit due to the controversy gener-
ated by the US decision to recognize Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel, reports said yesterday. Ahmet Orken,

who will now cycle for Salcano Sakarya Buyuksehir in
the Turkish Black Sea region of Sakarya, cited pres-
sures on his family following the Jerusalem recognition
as the reason for his departure.  

Turkey, led by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has
strongly opposed Donald Trump’s recognition of
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital, calling a summit of
Islamic countries that declared East Jerusalem the
Palestinian capital.  Ankara has full diplomatic ties with
Israel, although the relationship is only now recovering
from the deadly 2010 storming by Israeli commanders
of a Turkish vessel bound for Gaza. Erdogan has in
recent weeks bitterly criticized Israel. 

“It was a difficult period in the last two weeks,”
Orken said, quoted by the Dogan news agency, as he
signed the contract in Sakarya on Monday. “I took the
decision so as not to worry about my country and my

family.  This is a decision that I have taken myself,” said
the multiple Turkish time trial champion. Israel Cycling
Academy, the Pro Continental team with whom Orken
had signed a two-year agreement in September, said it
had agreed to release Orken from his contract.

“While we are disappointed by his decision, we
only want what is best for him and his family. The
doors of Israel Cycling Academy will be open for
Ahmet and we certainly hope to see him rejoin us,”
said the team’s general manager Ran Margaliot. The
team cited Orken as saying his family in the Anatolian
Turkish city of Konya-a religiously conservative
area-had “found themselves in a dire situation”. The
issue is far from the only controversy for the Israeli
cycling world after Trump’s move with disputes also
raging over the decision to start the 2018 Giro d’Italia
from Jerusalem.—AFP 
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