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SEOUL: Japan said yesterday any attempt by South Korea
to revise a 2015 deal meant to have resolved a row over
“comfort women” forced to work in Japan’s wartime
brothels would make relations “unmanageable” after Seoul
said the agreement had failed. The two US allies, which
share a bitter history including Japanese colonization, are
key to international efforts to rein in North Korea’s nuclear
and missile programs that it pursues in defiance of UN
Security Council resolutions.  South Korean Foreign Minister
Kang Kyung-wha apologized for the controversial deal yes-
terday, as a panel investi-
gating the negotiations
leading up to the agreement
unveiled its results.

The investigation con-
cluded that the dispute
over the comfort women,
a Japanese euphemism for
the thousands of girls and
women, many of  them
Korean, forced to work in
wartime brothels, could
not be “fundamental ly
resolved” because the
victims’ demand for legal
compensation had not been met. South Korea wants
Japan to take legal responsibility and provide due com-
pensation. Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono said
the 2015 settlement, which includes a 1 billion yen ($8.8
million) fund to help the victims, resulted from “legiti-
mate negotiations”, warning any amendment may com-
plicate relations.

“If (South Korea) tries to revise the agreement that is
already being implemented, that would make Japan’s ties
with South Korea unmanageable and it would be unaccept-
able,” Kono said in a statement. Kang apologized for “giv-
ing wounds of the heart to the victims, their families, civil
society that support them and all other people because the
agreement failed to sufficiently reflect a victim-oriented

approach, which is the universal standard in resolving
human rights issues”. Under the deal, endorsed by South
Korean President Moon Jae-in’s predecessor and Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Japan apologized to former
comfort women and provided the fund to help them. 

They agreed the issue would be “irreversibly resolved”
if both fulfilled their obligations.  Tokyo says the matter of
compensation for the women was settled under a 1965
treaty. It says that in 2015, it agreed to provide the funds to
help them heal “psychological wounds”. The South Korean

government will review
the result of the investi-
gation and translate it
into policy after consult-
ing victims and civic
groups that support them,
Kang said. 

The comfort women
issue has been a regular
cause for contention
between Japan and
neighbors China and
North and South Korea
since the war. Japan col-
onized the Korean penin-

sula between 1910 and 1945 and occupied parts of China
before and after the war. “(The Moon government) has
said it will seek a two-track policy by separately dealing
with the comfort women issue and the relationship in the
face of North Korea’s threats, but Japan may not agree
with that”, Lee Sung-hwan, a professor of Japanese stud-
ies in Keimyung University in South Korea, told Reuters.

Japan wants South Korea to remove statues near the
Japanese embassy in Seoul and the Japanese consulate in
Busan city commemorating Korean comfort women. Seoul
says the memorials were erected by civic groups and
therefore out of its reach. According to the investigation,
however, the sides struck a separate, secret deal in which
South Korea promised to persuade the groups to relocate

the statues, provide no support for their overseas statue-
raising campaign and refrain from calling the women “sex
slaves” on the world stage. 

In 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee requested
Tokyo to clarify the “comfort women” euphemism, with an
independent expert on the panel calling for it to be
replaced with “enforced sex slaves”. “Such an issue of
universal value and historical awareness as that of comfort

women cannot be resolved through short-term diplomatic
negotiations and a political bargain,” said Oh Tai-kyu, a
former journalist who led the investigation. Andrew
Horvat, a visiting professor at Josai International
University in Japan, said that the pact was flawed from the
beginning because it failed to produce real reconciliation.
“The agreement was not reconciliation, but an agreement
not to talk about it anymore”, Horvat said. —Reuters
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News in brief

Shabaab Islamists killed 
NAIROBI: The United States carried out an air strike on
Christmas Eve against the Shabaab Islamist group that left
13 dead, according to a statement released yesterday. “In
coordination with the Federal Government of Somalia, US
forces conducted an airstrike against Al-Shabaab militants
on the morning of Dec 24, 2017, in southern Somalia, killing
13 terrorists,” read the statement from the US Africa
Command (AFRICOM). The United States has stepped up
its operations in Somalia in recent weeks, with frequent
strikes against Shabaab and a separate self-proclaimed
branch of the Islamic State in the Horn of Africa nation.
Three weeks ago the US said it had killed eight Shabaab
militants, while an air strike in November reportedly left
more than 100 jihadists dead. The Al-Qaeda-linked
Shabaab has been fighting to overthrow successive inter-
nationally backed governments in Mogadishu since 2007
and frequently deploys car and truck bombs against mili-
tary, government and civilian targets. 

Rare terrorism trial 
DAKAR: The trial of 31 people accused of terrorism
offences in Senegal was postponed yesterday, setting back
a case that has forced the country to confront a security
problem plaguing its neighbors. The suspects, among them
an imam and three women, are accused of criminal conspir-
acy related to financing a terror group, money laundering,
acts of terrorism and funding terrorism. On the first day of
proceedings Malick Lamotte, the presiding judge, delayed
the next hearing to February 14 to allow the defense more
time to prepare its case. The heavily-guarded Dakar court
trial is believed to be the first collective prosecution of sus-
pects accused of terror-related activities in the majority-
Muslim country, which is seen as a pillar of democracy and
stability in the region. Senegal has so far escaped the Al-
Qaeda-linked jihadist insurgency that has destabilized
neighboring Mali, and seen attacks on other west African
nations including Burkina Faso and Ivory Coast. 

Diplomat kicked out
BRASILIA: Brazil on Tuesday ordered the top diplomat at
Venezuela’s embassy, Gerardo Delgado, to leave the coun-
try, in retaliation for Caracas booting out the Brazilian
ambassador.  “Brazil has decided to declare the Venezuelan
charge d’affaires persona non grata,” a Brazilian foreign
ministry spokesman said. “In practice, this means he will
have to leave the country. It is a swift measure,” he said.
Venezuela announced on Saturday that Brazil’s ambassador
to Caracas, Ruy Pereira, was no longer welcome as it
viewed the Brazilian government as illegitimate.  Caracas is
opposed to conservative Brazilian President Michel Temer,
who replaced impeached leftist president Dilma Rousseff
last year. Temer’s rise resulted in Venezuela-Brazil diplo-
matic ties being briefly frozen. Venezuela on Saturday also
ordered the Canadian charge d’affaires in Caracas to leave,
prompting Ottawa on Monday to say Venezuela’s ambassa-
dor and charge d’affaires must leave their posts.  

Croat woman jailed 
SARAJEVO: A Bosnian court yesterday sentenced a Croat
female former soldier to 14 years in jail for crimes including
torture, the heaviest sentence handed down against a
woman for atrocities committed during Bosnia’s 1990s con-
flict. Azra Basic, 58, was extradited to Bosnia in late 2016
by the United States where she emigrated after the 1992-
1995 war. She was arrested in 2011 on a Bosnian warrant
and her trial opened in January. Basic was found guilty of
war crimes against ethnic Serb civilians detained by Croat
forces in April 1992 in the region of the northern town of
Derventa. Sentencing her, judge Sead Djikic stressed the
“defendant’s particular cruelty” in committing the crimes.
Described by some witnesses as the “mistress of life and
death” during the war that claimed nearly 100,000 lives,
Basic was found guilty notably of killing a detainee. 
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SEOUL: People sit around a statue of a ‘comfort woman’ (center) during an installation of
empty chairs at a performance event, commemorating the death of eight former sex
slaves this year. —AFP 

Rising humidity can 
worsen ‘impact’ of 
high temperatures 
MUMBAI: High humidity will magnify the effects of rising
heat from South America to India, affecting people’s abili-
ty to work and even survive, unless greenhouse gas emis-
sions are substantially cut in coming decades, according
to US researchers. Heat remains underestimated as a
threat by governments, aid agencies and individuals, and
muggy heat is even more oppressive than the “dry” kind,
because it stops people from sweating which takes away
excess heat.

A study from the Earth Institute at Columbia University
found areas along the coast and others that experience
humid-weather patterns will be most affected by higher
temperatures unless governments curb greenhouse gas
emissions that can raise temperatures and put in place
measures to tackle the heat.

The areas likely to be affected include the Amazon,
southeastern United States, western and central Africa,
parts of the Middle East, northern India and eastern China.
Current and projected “wet bulb” temperatures - which
reflect the combined effects of heat and humidity - found
that by the 2070s, high wet-bulb readings that now occur
maybe once a year could prevail 100-250 days of the year
in some parts. “The conditions we’re talking about basical-
ly never occur now - people in most places have never
experienced them,” said lead author Ethan Coffel at
Columbia’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory.

“Failure to adopt both mitigation and adaptation meas-
ures is likely to result in suffering, economic damage, and
increased heat-related mortality.” Rising temperatures
may make low-latitude developing nations in the Asian
subcontinent, the Middle East, Africa and South America

practically uninhabitable during the summer months,
another report earlier this year noted. With muggy heat,
the air is already heavy with moisture, so sweat stops
evaporating, halting a process to cool the body. If there is
no air conditioning, organs strain and can start to fail.

This can lead to lethargy, sickness and, in the worst
conditions, death, according to the new study. The study
projects parts of the Middle East and northern India may

hit 35 wet-bulb degrees Celsius by late century - equal to
the skin’s temperature, and the theoretical limit at which
people will die within hours without artificial cooling. “It’s
not just about the heat ... it’s about how many people are
poor, how many are old, who has to go outside to work,
who has air conditioning,” said Alex de Sherbinin at
Columbia’s Center for International Earth Science
Information Network.—Reuters

PUNJAB: Smoke is emitted from the chimney of brick kiln in the Indian city of Jalandhar. The
Punjab state government and pollution control board have decided to shut brick kilns in the
northern Indian state of Punjab over the winter season amid concerns over smog.— AFP 

Cambodia sends 
maids to HK to 
plug gap after 
abuse scandals
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia sent its
first batch of maids to work in Hong
Kong yesterday as the Asian financial
hub scrambles to meet growing
demand for domestic helpers after a
series of abuse scandals. Hong Kong
is home to more than 300,000 for-
eign maids, mostly from the
Philippines and Indonesia. But high-
profile cases of abuse and forced
labor have seized global headlines in
recent years and threatened to stem
the tide of migrant helpers. 

Hong Kong has turned to
Cambodia, one of Asia’s poorest coun-
tries where the average monthly wage
is around $100, to offset a potential
maid shortage. The city’s population is
rapidly ageing and demand for domes-
tic helpers is predicted to soar among
those wealthy enough to afford them.
Under the pilot project, six agencies
were authorized in August to recruit
Cambodian domestic workers to work
in Hong Kong. 

Fourteen women who have
received basic training in Cantonese
among other skills flew to Hong Kong
yesterday. Seik Malay, 30 said she
made the painful decision to leave her
nine-year-old daughter behind in
Cambodia to earn $550 a month on a

two-year contract in Hong Kong.
“With that salary, I will be able to
support my family,” she said, adding
that she was not worried about the
potential for mistreatment at the
hands of Hong Kong employers.

Ngoy Rith, deputy chief of
Cambodia’s labor department, who is
travelling to Hong Kong with the
maids, downplayed concerns about
exploitation despite a recent slew of
cases of abuse. “We have already pre-
pared everything to handle those con-
cerns,” he told reporters before depar-
ture. He said each Cambodian maid

would be allowed to use a smartphone
to contact their relatives or officials if
they needed help. Cambodia expects
to send about 1,000 maids to Hong
Kong next year. A 2016 report by the
Justice Centre found that one in six
foreign maids in Hong Kong are sub-
ject to “forced labor”.

Rights groups say unscrupulous
employment agencies plunge helpers
into debt and withhold their passports,
while local restrictions such as requir-
ing maids to live with their employers,
often in tiny rooms, make it difficult to
escape abuse. —AFP 

PHNOM PENH: A Cambodian maid waves as she leaves with
others for Hong Kong from Phnom Penh International
Airport yesterday. —AFP 

Pakistan grieves Benazir 
Bhutto, 10 years after 
assassination
KARACHI: Thousands of mourners visited the shrine of for-
mer Pakistani prime minister Benazir Bhutto yesterday as
the country marked 10 years since her assassination, with
her killers yet to face justice. An estimated 20,000 people
gathered at the shrine in Garhi Khuda Baksh in the Bhutto
family stronghold of Sindh province, television images
showed. They came to pay their respects to the charismatic
politician, who was the first woman to lead a Muslim coun-
try and a darling of the West. “I feel we have become
orphans after her martyrdom,” mourner Allah Varayo, 45
said by telephone from the shrine. Others waved flags in the
black, red and green of Bhutto’s Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) as well as photographs of the slain leader.

“I could see more vigor among the people, who have
come in larger numbers than the previous years,” said
Ahsan Junejo, a resident of the Bhutto’s home town
Larkana near the shrine. Bhutto, a two-time prime minister,
was contesting a third election when she was assassinated
in a gun and suicide attack at a rally in Rawalpindi on
December 27, 2007. Her death plunged Pakistan into polit-
ical uncertainty and street violence and shocked the world.
Former president and military ruler Pervez Musharraf is
alleged to have been part of a broad conspiracy to have
Bhutto, his political rival, killed before elections. 

He has been charged with the murder but has denied the
allegation, and remains in self-imposed exile in Dubai.
Earlier this year a Pakistani court declared him a “fugitive”
in the case. “Murderer, murderer, Musharraf, murderer!”
Bhutto’s son Bilawal, chairman of the PPP, chanted along
with the crowd at the shrine yesterday, an unusual expres-
sion of mass defiance against the military. Musharraf’s gov-
ernment blamed the assassination on Pakistani Taleban chief
Baitullah Mehsud, who denied any involvement. —AFP


