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ystery Jets singer Blaine Harrison loves playing their new
music to his mum - because she’ll tell him if the song is “rub-
bish”. The ‘Young Love’ frontman writes the group’s songs
with his father, the group’s guitarist Henry Harrison, and they

always give the rest of their family a preview of their material before the
public get to hear it because they know they’ll get honest feedback.
Henry said: “The family go through the agonizing process of having to
listen to it before anyone else.” Blaine added: “I love playing stuff to my
mum, she has absolutely no problem telling me if she thinks it’s absolute
rubbish.” Blaine’s mum is much more a fan of the Macabees than
Mystery Jets, and always urges her family to be more like their chart
rivals. Blaine said: “She’s like, ‘Can’t you make it more about those
Maccabees songs...’ Henry added: “[She says] ‘They write about big
swimming pools, you are always writing about big subjects, can’t you get
down to earth?’ “ And the ‘Telomere’ hitmakers - which also include
William Rees, Jack Flanagan, and Kapil Trivedi - have even sampled the
family matriarch in the background of their songs. Henry said: “She’s

featured on a couple of records doing the washing up in the back-
ground, on ‘Little Bag of Hair’ she’s dropping plates, and you can hear
her going, ‘Do you know dinner’s ready Blaine?’, ‘Just a minute mum I’m
singing’.” When they are writing together, Blaine loves the way his father
will dive into a “stack of books” to come up with some references he
wouldn’t otherwise have known. He told BANG Showbiz: “Henry is the
key of cross-referencing so I’ll say I’ve got this bit of music I’m working
on and it might be about this or stem from this feeling and he’ll say give
me a minute and he disappears into the library and comes back with a
stack of books. “I love that, that is so not a part of how my generation
work, we’ve got Google, whereas Henry will have this stack of literature
and we actually come up with results and long syllabic words that prob-
ably I’d never dream of being in my vocabulary so that’s fantastic.”
Henry added: “We simplify and simplify, but a lot of the complex ideas
underlie the tracks like ‘Telomere’.”
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Charli XCX
loved watching
Diplo get peed
on by puppies

harli XCX’s favorite moment of filming her
‘Boys’ music video was seeing Diplo get weed
on by puppies. The ‘After the Afterparty’ hit-
maker got all of her male celebrity pals to fea-

ture in the fun-filled promo, including Joe Jonas, Bastille’s
Dan Smith and Mark Ronson, but it was the American
DJ’s scene, and getting to slap Charlie Puth in the face
with a wet sponge, which stood out the most. The 25-
year-old pop beauty admitted that while she enjoyed the
experience, she felt “nearly dead” by the end of the
extensive project, which travelled all around the world
from Los Angeles and New York to Seoul in South Korea.
Sharing some her “highlights of 2017” on Instagram, the
Out of My Head’ singer posted: “k angels, over the next
few days I’m gonna post about my 2017 highlights...
beginning with directing the music video for “boys”. This
was such a crazy headfuck experience but somehow we
managed to pull it off. This shoot began in April and went
all the way through to June, shooting in LA, NY, Seoul,
Tokyo, London and Coachella. I was nearly dead by the
end of this process but everything was so worth it.
Highlights for me we’re hitting @charlieputh in the face
with a sponge and watching @diplo be peed on by pup-
pies. Thank u to everyone who made this possible. (sic)
Meanwhile, Rita Ora is set to follow in the footsteps of
pal Charli XCX by recruiting a star-studded cast for her
new music video. The pop babes previewed a live version
of their duet called ‘Girls’ at BBC Radio 1’s Big Weekend
in Hull earlier this year, and the ‘Your Song’ hitmaker has
revealed her plans to get her fellow female musician
friends to join forces for the girl power promo.  Rita said
recently: “I have a really cool song called ‘Girls’ that has
all my girls in the industry that I’m friends with, that I
love. “And they’re on the video, too. “It’s going to be all
about females.”  It comes after Charli said she’s eager to
direct the video, after she enjoyed being in charge of the
visuals for her song ‘Boys’.
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orde has cancelled her upcom-
ing concert in Israel. The 21-
year-old singer had been due to
perform in Tel Aviv as part of

her ‘Melodrama’ world tour on June 5
2018, but after she received “an over-
whelming number of messages” asking
her to cancel the show due to the ongoing
cultural boycott of the country - which
comes as a protest against the Israeli gov-
ernment’s policies, occupation of
Palestine, and treatment of the Palestinian
people - she has agreed to call off the
performance. According to Jerusalem Post
journalist Amy Spiro, an official statement
from the ‘Green Light’ singer - which was
delivered to Israeli PR for the concert -
reads: “Hey guys, so about this israel
show - i’ve received an overwhelming
number of messages & letters and have
had a lot of discussions with people hold-
ing many views, and i think the right deci-
sion at this time is to cancel the show. i
pride myself on being an informed young

citizen, and i had done a lot of reading
and sought a lot of opinions before decid-
ing to book a show in tel aviv, but i’m not
too proud to admit i didn’t make the right
call on this one. (sic)” Lorde goes on to
state that it is her “dream” to visit the city
of Tel Aviv, and apologized to fans in
Israel who have been left disappointed by
her decision. She added: “tel aviv, it’s been
a dream of mine to visit this beautiful part
of the world for many years, and i’m truly
sorry to reverse my commitment to come
play for you. i hope one day we can all
dance. L x (sic)” It comes after the
‘Royals’ hitmaker previously told fans she
was “considering all options” when it
came to the proposed show. After one fan
shared an open letter asking her to cancel
the gig, Lorde responded on Twitter last
week: “Noted! Been speaking w many
people about this and considering all
options. Thank u for educating me i am
learning all the time too (sic)”.
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S Club 3’s
comeback single was
intended for the entire

group to release
Club 3’s comeback single was intended
for the entire group to release.  Jo
O’Meara, Bradley McIntosh and Tina
Barrett have joined forces without the

former members of S Club 7, which included Paul
Cattermole, Jon Lee, Rachel Stevens and Hannah
Spearitt, and the trio have revealed their latest
single ‘Family’ was penned “a couple years ago”
for the entire seven-piece group to sing after
their 2015 reunion.  Jo explained: “We actually
recorded this song a couple years ago and it was
originally meant for the seven of us after we’d
done the tour. “People weren’t really ready at
that particular time and then the song had just
been sitting there. The fans had wanted some-
thing new for so long and they’ve been so good
to us for so long and so loyal. “I think sometimes
when something has been really special and it
was a reunion tour, it’s best to leave it short and
sweet.” And since releasing the single the three-
some have only received support from Hannah,
who wished them “all the best” with their future
singing careers over social media. Tina, 41, said:
“She’s such a sweetheart, she tweeted us to wish
us all the best.” Jo thinks it is a “good thing” a
few of the ‘Reach’ hitmakers are re-grouping and
returning to the entertainment business because
she thinks they are “mature and tolerant” and will
“appreciate” their career “more” than they did
when they first broke into the industry with their
debut single ‘Bring It All Back’ in 1999.  Jo told
The Sun Online: “We are definitely older - I think
it’s quite a good thing because we are more
mature and tolerant. Also, we just appreciate it
more.” Tina added: “I think it’s a good thing and
it’s great that everyone loves that era so much. I
actually appreciate the music so much more now
than I did then.”

S

eorge Ezra insists his single
‘Don’t Matter Now’ was
“selfish”. The 24-year-old
singer wrote the track

about his battle with anxiety, and
though he thinks it’s “beautiful” the
song has got people talking about
their own problems, he wrote it to
address is own feelings, rather than
to make others feel better. Asked if he
thinks it’s important to write about
the issues and get people talking, he
said: “Not very, that wasn’t really my
aim. It’s beautiful that people are now
talking about it but it was more for
myself, not to sound too selfish. It
was a nice opportunity for me to
address things I was feeling.  “I
hadn’t anticipated that people would
pick up and be interested but I feel
its brilliant that they are.” When he’s
performing, George loves nothing

more than having his fans sing his
lyrics back at him. He said: “It feels
very good, I love it. It’s a lovely feel-
ing for everyone involved in the room.
“I was at a show in Shepherd’s Bush
and it felt brilliant, if you are sharing
things with people it’s a nice feeling.”
Though the ‘Budapest’ hitmaker feels
very grateful that his career has
allowed him the opportunity to travel
the world, he does get pangs to
return home to his own bed so he can
spend more time with his loved ones.
Asked where he’d most like to go in
the world, he said: “My own bed at
the moment, we have been so lucky
to visit a lot of places. I would love to
spend more time in South Africa. But
mostly home because I don’t get to
see my friends enough.”
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om Chaplin believes he is “too old” to reform
Keane. The 38-year-old singer is best known
for his time as the frontman of the ‘Everybody’s
Changing’ rockers from 1997 until their indefi-

nite hiatus in 2013, and whilst the band have still not offi-
cial split, Tom believes that now he’s become a father to
three-year-old Freya - whom he has with his wife Natalie
- he has too many responsibilities to consider recording
with Keane again. Speaking to The Sun newspaper, he
said: “When you’ve got dogs crapping on the kitchen
floor and a small child, you think, ‘I wouldn’t mind being
able to sort my own diary’. It’s a pragmatic, boring reason
but a compelling one at this stage of life.” It comes after
the ‘Somewhere Only We Know’ hitmaker previously
admitted he and former band mate Tim Rice-Oxley have
a “complicated relationship” which would need to be
repaired before a reunion could be discussed. He said:
“Me and Tim have a really complicated relationship. We
have great love and respect, but there are other elements
in that relationship. I think in order to do something with
Keane we would have to explore ways to make it a happy
and positive experience again. And at the moment it
doesn’t feel for me it’s the right thing to be doing.” Tom
saw his life spiral out of control in the mid-2000s due to
his addictions to drink and drugs, and after picking him-
self back up again, he suffered a relapse two years ago.
His decision to pursue a solo career and keep Keane in
the past could be down to a fear he may relapse again, as
he recently admitted he wanted to put his past behind
him and set a “good example” for his daughter. He said:
“Addiction is a passive-aggressive way of expressing
myself. It can be a very sadomasochistic way of living life.
But now I am a father, I can finally face things and it’s a
chance to be a good example. I wasn’t available for Freya
and I was incredibly sad about it. “But I am on the other
side of that now. I know there is a little part of me in her
and I can’t always protect her from everything. But I’m an
open book and am happy to talk to my family about my
past problems.”
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