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Michael B Jordan in
a ‘dark place’ with
Black Panther role 

ichael B Jordan was taken to a “dark place”
when he took on the role of Erik Killmonger in
‘Black Panther’. The 30-year-old actor stars as
the antagonist in the upcoming Marvel movie -

which is set to hit cinema screens in February - and has
said that whilst he had “a lot of fun on set” with his co-
star Chadwick Boseman, who stars as the titular super-
hero, he admits the role was tough to prepare for.  He
said: “It took me to a dark place. Honestly, I can’t really
go through all I went through to get into it because I
want to keep that close to me. But it stuck with me after-
wards ... Chadwick’s a very talented dude. There’s a lot of
physical moments and action sequences throughout this
film that cause us to really challenge ourselves, and also
fall deeper into character.” The production - which was
directed by Ryan Coogler - has been praised for its pre-
dominately black cast including Forest Whittaker, Lupita
Nyong’o, and Danai Gurira, and Michael believes “every-
body” can relate to the film in some way. Speaking to
Empire magazine, he said: “It’s an all-black cast for the
most part and it’s set in Africa, but it’s universal in so
many ways to everybody around the world, so I feel like
it’s something that everybody can take something from.”
Michael’s comments come after 34-year-old Lupita -
who stars as Nakia in the movie - said she felt “chal-
lenged” by her role, and praised director Ryan for avoid-
ing the “expected female-rival narrative” within the fea-
ture. She said: “Ryan made a point of avoiding the
expected female-rival narrative. In this genre, where
spandex is involved, oftentimes the women are pitted
against each other. In our story, there are so many differ-
ent women holding their own space. Women may be in
competition with each other, sure, but that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean there’s an absence of love or respect. Shuri
[Letitia Wright] is the sister to the Black Panther
[Chadwick Boseman] and the leader of technological
pursuits and Nakia is someone who has a complicated
history with the Black Panther and is a warrior in her own
right. You see them work together, and you see a dynam-
ic that is really encouraging. Making this film awakened
me. I walked away from this experience feeling extremely
supported and I felt challenged.”— Bang Showbiz

usan Sarandon thinks clothing
should not “overpower” the
wearer.  The 71-year-old
actress thinks the key to fashion

is to feel “comfortable as well as beauti-
ful”, and she doesn’t think putting on
clothes should take over but should, in
fact, “enhance” the person donning the
garments.  Speaking to Vogue.co.uk, the
‘Thelma & Louise’ movie legend - who
has daughter Eva, 32, as well as sons
Miles, 25, and Jack, 28 - said: “Be com-
fortable as well as beautiful. Don’t let
clothing overpower you, let it enhance.”
And the star has revealed her style icon is
the late Doris Duke, and the character she
portrayed in the 1988 movie ‘Bull Durham’.
She explained: “Doris Duke in ‘Bernard
and Doris’. Annie Savoy in ‘Bull Durham’ -
she was so inventive, outside the box but
feminine and sexy in an unusual way.” But
Susan has revealed she has had her fair

share of fashion blunders over the years,
as when she attended the ‘Pretty Baby’
premiere, she donned a “simple vintage
dress” that was see-through and revealed
her bare chest. Speaking about the
embarrassing moment, she explained: “My
first trip to Cannes was for the film. I wore
a beautiful and simple vintage dress that
became see-through once the paparazzi
started shooting and of course I was bra-
less.” However, the ‘Stepmom’ star has no
regrets and has advised youngsters to
make mistakes “more quickly” in life and
to enjoy their youthful beauty while they
can.  She said: “Make your mistakes more
quickly and enjoy your beauty more.”
Other than the mishap Susan is “fine” with
how her life has panned out.  She added:
“Other than that I really am fine with the
way I’ve dealt with my life.”

Susan Sarandon
thinks clothing should not
‘overpower’ the wearer
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Paulson wants to
play Cheetah in
Wonder Woman 

heetah in the film’s sequel. The
‘American Horror Story’ actress has
called up on the director of the movie,
Patty Jenkins, to cast her as the female

superhero’s arch-enemy in the fifth instalment in
the DC Extended Universe movies, alongside Gal
Gadot in the titular role.  When a fan tagged the
45-year-old filmmaker, and suggested: “Hey
@PattyJenks ,Giving that #WonderWoman ‘s
Rogues Gallery is small, will you use her most
famous villain ‘Cheetah’ in the sequel? I also think
that @MsSarahPaulson or @CharlizeAfrica would
be perfect for this character if you did use her.
@WonderWomanFilm (sic)”, Paulson wrote back:
“Yes please @PattyJenks (sic)” In this year’s
movie Wonder Woman battled the Greek god of
War in World War II. However, many fans are call-
ing for Cheetah to return.  Priscilla Rich, Deborah
Domaine, Barbara Ann Minerva and Sebastian
Ballesteros previously took on the role in various
TV series based on the DC Comics.  ‘Wonder
Woman 2’ is due to be released in November,
2018. Meanwhile, comic book writer Geoff Johns
previously promised there shall be little changes
in the new movie because this year’s celebrated
the heroism of the female protagonist so well. He
said: “‘Wonder Woman’ celebrated exactly who
the character is, but looking at it, it’s not like we
should change everything to be about hope and
optimism. There’s nothing to change. That’s what
these characters are.”

Rian Johnson: I couldn’t second-guess
myself with Star Wars: The Last Jedi

ian Johnson was determined not to “second-
guess” every decision he took while making
‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’. The 44-year-old
director has revealed how he approached mak-

ing the much-discussed new sci-fi movie, admitting he
made a conscious effort not to overthink his work. He
shared: “For me, although this arguably made it more
risky and dangerous as oppose to less, for me the thing I
felt I needed to avoid was making the movie from a place
of fear, and fear of how fans would react to it.  “Having
been a ‘Star Wars’ fan myself for my entire life, I know
from first-hand experience how every fan has a different
set of expectations from a ‘Star Wars’ movie.  “I also
know that telling a story you’re coming in with some
dragon in the back of your head and some abstract
notion of what people want and what they don’t and
making them happy by giving them that, you’re going to

freeze up and second-guess every decision you make
and you’re going to make a crap movie. That’s the one
thing that would disappoint everybody.” Rian’s effort has
seemingly divided fans and critics, but the director
explained that he approached the project with a no-fear
attitude. The moviemaker - whose previous hits include
‘Looper’ in 2012 - told Screen Daily: “The big thing for
me to avoid was reacting out of fear of what people
would think, and cutting yourself loose to take chances
and go to the places that felt most interesting to me and
felt vivid and alive and interesting that engaged these
characters without fear.”

uke Evans, Rebecca Hall and
Bella Heathcote had “incredible
chemistry” in ‘Professor
Marston and the Wonder

Women’. The movie examines the life of
psychologist Dr William Marston [Evans]
and his creation of the iconic DC Comic
character back in 194, along with his
unconventional relationship with his wife,
Elizabeth [Hall], and their lover Olive
Byrne [Heathcote], and director Angela
Robinson was very impressed with how
well they worked together, especially as
they hadn’t met before landing their jobs.
The filmmaker told BANG Showbiz: “They
are amazing. They were so incredible and
such a delight to work with and we didn’t
have a lot of time to shoot the movie.  “We
had about 25 days to shoot the whole
thing which is not a lot. They came
together and a lot of people had incredi-
ble chemistry in the movie. It’s really real-
ly wonderful to watch.  “The process was
like me watching them fall in love with
each other but they never met before
doing the film. They had one table read

and then they just kind of dived in but
they were incredible to work with.” The
movie came out not long after Patty
Jenkins’ successful ‘wonder Woman’
movie - which starred Gal Gadot in the
lead role - but the 46-year-old filmmaker
insists it was just a “happy coincidence”
that they were released so close together.
She explained: “I’ve been working on this
movie for about eight years so it took
about four years to write during nights
and weekends between jobs and another
four years to be made so it’s kind of just a
coincidental convergence that it’s coming
out exactly on the heels of this huge phe-
nomenon of the success of Patty Jenkins’
‘Wonder Woman’ movie. “But back last
October when we were shooting it I didn’t
even know if we would have distribution. I
didn’t even know if anyone would see the
film. So that part is a happy coincidence.”

Luke Evans had incredible
chemistry with co-stars 

ark Wahlberg has hinted he
may make his directorial
debut next year. The 46-
year-old actor has had a

glittering career as a Hollywood star,
and although he has tried his hand at
producing a number of projects, he
has never sat in the director’s chair on
a movie set. However, that could all
change in 2018 as the ‘Deepwater
Horizon’ star has admitted he has a
project in mind that he’d love to direct,
which he believes could start filming
as early as next year. Speaking to
Collider during an interview in sup-
port of his new movie ‘All the Money
in the World’ - which hit cinema
screens on Christmas Day - he said:
“It’s either going to happen this time
next year, or maybe five years from
now, who knows? But maybe this time
next year. I have one specific project
that I’m thinking about. It takes place
in Wisconsin. It’s a true story.”
However, the directing job may not fall
into Mark’s hands after all , as he
revealed he’s already sent the script to
his frequent collaborator Peter Berg,
who he says is also keen to helm the
mystery project. If Mark does make
the transition into directing, it will
come after a hugely successful acting
career which saw him named as
Hollywood’s highest-paid actor earlier

this year. The star topped Forbes’ list
for 2017 after earning a whopping $68
mill ion, thanks to huge roles in
‘Daddy’s Home 2’ and ‘Transformers:
The Last Knight’. Mark isn’t in too
much of a rush to head off into direct-
ing though, as the star previously said
being a father to daughters Ella, 13,
and Grace, seven, and sons Brendan,
eight and Michael, 11 - who he has
with his wife Rhea Durham - is his
number one priority. When asked if
being a spiritual person affected which
roles he chose, he shared: “Absolutely.
And also being a dad. And a husband.
What I’m willing to do and not do. I
never want to compromise my artistic
integrity. But at the same time, with
[playing a porn star in] ‘Boogie
Nights’, I already did that. I’d be hard-
pressed to do something in that world
today ... “Sometimes you have no con-
trol [over a film’s success]. Once
you’ve done everything you can to
create something, it goes out there
and it either works or doesn’t. At the
end of the day I just know I did every-
thing I could do to make it the best it
would be. Then you gotta be able to
move on. Let it go.”

Mark Wahlberg hints
at directorial debut 
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