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Court rejects gay 
man’s bid to adopt 
his biological son
SINGAPORE: A Singapore court has rejected a
gay Singaporean doctor’s bid to adopt his bio-
logical child because he was born by a surrogate
mother in the United States through a procedure
not available for unmarried couples in the island
state. Singapore is in many ways a vibrant, mod-
ern society but it remains socially conservative
and sex between consenting males is a punish-
able crime with a maximum penalty of two years
in jail, although prosecution is rare. Singapore is
also trying to boost fertility among its citizens,
and offers generous incentives to couples to have
babies, but in-vitro fertilization is allowed only for
married couples and surrogacy services are not
available for anyone.

The man, in a homosexual relationship with a
partner, paid $200,000 for a woman to carry his
child through in-vitro fertilization in the United
States after he had learned he was unlikely to be
able to adopt a child in Singapore as a gay man.
A Singapore court ruled against his bid to adopt
the child this week saying the steps he had taken
to have the baby in the United States would not

have been possible in Singapore. “He cannot then
come to the courts of the very same jurisdiction
to have the acts condoned,” the court said. 

“This application is in reality an attempt to ob-
tain a desired result ... by walking through the
back door of the system when the front door was
firmly shut.” The child, who is about four years old
and is legally an American citizen, will remain in
the care of the man. The man, whose name has
been withheld because the case involves a minor,
is exploring his options in relation to the decision,
his team of lawyers said. “The primary reason that
motivates him is that like any father he wants the
best for his son, he wants his son to be legitimate
in the eyes of the law and to ensure that he has
all the necessary benefits to set him on the right
path,” said one of his lawyers, Ivan Cheong.

Cheong said legitimacy would help with any
future application for citizenship and access to
certain welfare benefits, as well as removing a
perceived stigma around illegitimacy “that you
can’t really place a value on”. Prime Minister Lee
Hsieng Loong has said the country was not yet
ready for same-sex marriage and he was pre-
pared to live with the anti-gay sex law “until social
attitudes change”. A Singapore lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender (LGBT) rights group, Pink
Dot, said it was dismayed by the ruling. “Singa-
pore has chosen to reject a loving father’s appli-
cation to adopt his own biological son based on
an outdated view of what a family should consti-
tute,” the group said in a statement.—Reuters

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin said
a bomb blast in a St Petersburg supermarket on
Wednesday was an act of terrorism, and that se-
curity forces whose lives were threatened by ter-
rorist suspects should shoot to kill if necessary.
Putin, who is running for re-election in March,
was speaking yesterday at an awards ceremony
in the Kremlin for Russian personnel who served
in Russia’s Syria campaign, which Moscow has
framed as an anti-terrorism operation.  

“You know that yesterday in St Petersburg a
terrorist act was carried out,” Putin told the au-
dience, referring to the explosion that injured 13
shoppers in a branch of the
Perekrestok supermarket
chain. Investigators have
opened a criminal case
into Wednesday evening’s
blast, which they say was
caused by a homemade
bomb packed with pieces
of metal. Russian media re-
ports said the bomb was
hidden inside a rucksack in
a locker where shoppers leave their belongings
and said the person who left the bomb, described
as being of “non-Slavic appearance”, had been
caught on CCTV.

No group has claimed responsibility. Russia
has repeatedly been the target of attacks by Is-
lamist militant groups, including an attack in
April that killed 14 people when an explosion
tore through a train carriage in a metro tunnel in

St Petersburg. That attack was claimed by a mil-
itant group which said the suicide bomber was
acting on the orders of Al-Qaeda. Russian police
detained several suspects in that attack from
mainly Muslim states in ex-Soviet central Asia.

‘Act decisively’
Putin told the ceremony the FSB security

service, which he used to run before he became
president, had also prevented “another at-
tempted terrorist act”. A Kremlin spokesman said
Putin was referring to a foiled attack on Kazan-
sky Cathedral, in St Petersburg, Russia’s second

city. The Kremlin said
earlier this month that a
US tip-off had helped
thwart the attack in a
rare public show of co-
operation despite deep
strains between the two
countries. 

Russian media re-
ported earlier this
month that the Federal

Security Service had detained seven members
of an Islamic State cell who had been planning
the attack. Putin told the same awards ceremony
that the security situation in Russia would be
much worse if thousands of Russian citizens who
fought with Islamic State in Syria had been al-
lowed to return home. “What would have hap-
pened if those thousands of people ...  returned
to us (from Syria). If they returned with good

weapons training ...,” he said. Russian security
officials have said that thousands of citizens
from ex-Soviet Central Asia or from the Mus-
lim-majority North Caucasus region of Russia,
which includes Chechnya, travelled to Syria or
Iraq to fight with Islamic State. Putin said secu-
rity forces should take no chances with their

own lives if confronted by terrorist suspects. “I
yesterday ordered the FSB director to act
within the framework of the law when detaining
these bandits of course, but if there is a threat
to the life and well-being of our employees ... to
act decisively, not take any prisoners, and liqui-
date the bandits on the spot.”—Reuters
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SAINT PETERSBURG: Firefighters stand outside a supermarket after a blast in Saint Peters-
burg yesterday. —AFP 

PENNSYLVANIA: A storm that has dumped
more than 65 inches (165 cms) of snow this
week on Erie, Pennsylvania, is expected to
slightly taper off on Wednesday after leaving
drifts that buried cars, paralyzed the area and
made the county declare an emergency. But
the respite for Erie, a city of about 100,000 in
northwest Pennsylvania on the shores of Lake
Erie, is expected to be short-lived, with a fresh
round of winter storms coming Thursday night
predicted to bring as much as 10 inches more
snow, forecasters said.

“This is a crippling snow event,” said Zach
Sefcovic, a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service in Cleveland. “They are no
strangers to snow in that part of the state, but
this much snow in that short a time is just un-
precedented,” he said in a telephone interview.
Large parts of the United States were gripped
by freezing weather, with an area stretching

from Montana to Maine expected to see tem-
peratures below 10 degrees Fahrenheit (-12.2
degrees Celsius) early on Thursday, the Na-
tional Weather Service said. 

The winter blast in Erie was caused by cold
Arctic air moving over the lake, which had rel-
atively mild water temperatures, forecasters
said. The storm broke a 59-year-old record for
a two-day snowfall in Pennsylvania, topping the
44 inches that fell in 1958. Erie County Execu-
tive Kathy Dahlkemper issued a temporary dis-
aster emergency declaration that mobilized
resources to help the area. Pictures of residents
on social media showed drifts reaching beyond
window-levels in houses and people clearing
paths through chest-high accumulations.  

“Out of Doritos. Family is arguing. Dogs are
getting ornery.  It’s been 3 days since my last
chicken wing. We are out of whiskey,” wrote
Nicole Massari on her Instagram account
@theworldaroundnikki, along with a video
showing her Pennsylvania home surrounded by
snow. Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf de-
ployed 21 Pennsylvania National Guard troops
along with some all-terrain military vehicles to
the region on Tuesday to help residents dig out
and transport emergency responders around
the area. —Reuters
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