
S p o r t s Friday, December 29, 2017

Friday 43

MELBOURNE:  Alastair Cook reeled off a record-
breaking double century to put England in full con-
trol of the fourth Ashes Test with a formidable
164-run innings lead in Melbourne yesterday. The
phlegmatic opener emphatically bounced back
after a lean run of scores to finish the day uncon-
quered on 244 off 409 balls. At the close, England
were 491 for nine. Along the way, Cook surpassed
the highest score by a visiting batsman in a Test
match at the famous Melbourne Cricket Ground,
bettering the 208 by West Indian great Viv
Richards in 1984. 

He earlier bettered Wally Hammond’s 200 set
back in 1928 as the
highest Test score at
the MCG by an Eng-
lishman.  Cook’s fifth
double-century in 151
Test matches also
catapulted him above
West Indian Brian
Lara to become the
sixth highest run-
getter in Test cricket
with 11,956. “It’s probably one of the more emo-
tional (ones) from where I’d been on this tour,”
Cook admitted. “It meant a lot last night and then
today I was quite proud that I managed to back it
up after all the emotion came out yesterday to get
a real big one for the team was really important.

“It’s just a shame it’s three or four weeks too
late. I’ll have to live with that for a long time, but
it’s nice to score a few.” Australia, who already have
won back the Ashes with an unassailable 3-0 lead,
looked unable to stem the flow of runs in the final
session as Stuart Broad supported Cook to take
the game away from the hosts.

‘WE’RE BEING OUTPLAYED’ 
Coach Darren Lehmann virtually conceded

Australia could not win even with two days remain-

ing, meaning hopes of a 5-0 series whitewash were
over. “We are just being outplayed by a better side
at the moment,” Lehmann said.  “We are 164 runs
behind, we would have to score 450 runs in a day,
we have to worry about getting past them first.”

Broad, who survived a series of hair-raising
short-pitched balls at the onset of his innings,
thrived in his partnership with Cook, pushing the
tourists close to 500 on a lifeless pitch. It needed
multiple replays before Broad was finally given out
for 56 off 63 balls to a sprawling outfield catch by
Usman Khawaja off Pat Cummins, ending a demor-
alising 100-run stand off 110 balls with Cook.

Cook cashed in on two
dropped catches by Australia
skipper Steve Smith along the
way to add to the home side’s
misery. Smith, who dropped
Cook on 66 in the slips on
Wednesday, put down the for-
mer England skipper for the
second time on 153 in a sharp
right-handed chance at
square leg.

The tourists lost seven wickets for 299 on
the dominant third day with captain Joe Root
again failing to convert a half-century into
three figures when he top-edged a hook shot
off Cummins to Lyon at deep square leg.

Root reached his third half-century of the
series but was clearly furious with himself
when he holed out on 61 in the morning ses-
sion. Dawid Malan, a century-maker in the
third Test in Perth, was out leg before wicket
with Josh Hazlewood’s second delivery of the
second new ball for 14. 

Malan conferred with Cook before deciding
not to review, yet replays showed a distinct
‘Hot Spot’ nick on his bat which would have
kept him at the crease if he had challenged the
decision. —AFP

Cook’s record double ends 
Australia’s whitewash hopes

MELBOURNE: England’s batsman Alastair Cook (L) cuts a ball away as Australia’s Cameron Ban-
croft (C) and Tim Paine (R) look on, on the third day of the fourth Ashes cricket Test match at the
MCG in Melbourne YESTERDAY. -—AFP

Alastair betters Wally Hammond’s 200 set back in 1928

We are just 
being outplayed 
by a better side

Australia first innings 327 (D. Warner 103, S.
Smith 76; S. Broad 4-51)

England first innings (overnight 192-2)
A. Cook not out 244  
M. Stoneman c and b Lyon 15
J. Vince lbw Hazlewood 17
J. Root c Lyon b Cummins 61
D. Malan lbw b Hazlewood 14
J. Bairstow c Paine b Lyon 22
M. Ali c S. Marsh b Lyon 20
C. Woakes c Paine b Cummins 26

T. Curran c Paine b Hazlewood 4
S. Broad c Khawaja b Cummins 56
J. Anderson not out 0
Extras (b4, lb5, nb3) 12
Total (9 wickets; 144 overs) 491
Fall of wickets: 1-35 (Stoneman), 2-80
(Vince), 3-218 (Root), 4-246  (Malan), 5-279
(Bairstow), 6-307 (Ali), 7-366 (Woakes), 8-
373 (Curran), 9-473  (Broad).
Bowling: Hazlewood 30-5-95-3, Bird 30-5-
108-0 (3nb), Lyon 42-9-109-3,  Cummins 29-
1-117-3, M. Marsh 12-1-42-0, Smith 1-0-11-0.

SCOREBOARD

MELBOURNE: Scoreboard at the close on day three in the fourth Ashes Test between Aus-
tralia and England in Melbourne yesterday:

Kohli set for 
biggest year 
as Afghanistan 
make Test bow
PARIS: Virat Kohli’s India dominated 2017 in
Test cricket as they shored up top spot in the
rankings, but will face far tougher challenges in
South Africa and England next year while
Afghanistan and Ireland start a new Test era.

The 29-year-old Kohli racked up three dou-
ble hundreds as his team extended their winning
streak to nine Test series as Bangladesh and
Australia were beaten, with Sri Lanka seen off
home and away.

India have never won in South Africa, though,
while the two-time World Cup champions were
well beaten on their last two visits to England —
3-1 in 2015 and 4-0 in 2011. But this is a fantastic
side that many have hailed as India’s greatest
ever, with Kohli, Cheteshwar Pujara and Murali

Vijay piling on the runs and spinners Ravichan-
dran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja wreaking
havoc.  Despite sitting second in the rankings,
South Africa are not the force they once were
and lost at home to a Ben Stokes-inspired Eng-
land in 2016, while Joe Root’s men showed plenty
of cracks in their armour during the meek sur-
render of the Ashes Down Under.

Until last week Kohli held both the number one
spot in the ODI and Twenty20 batting rankings,
and has developed into one of the best young Test
captains in the world, at a time when 26-year-old
Root and Australia’s Steve Smith, 28, have also
taken charge of their countries. 

“I’d say Virat is one of the best captains at the
moment, the most improved — there’s a big
change from when I first saw him captaining to
now,” said Proteas batsman AB de Villiers ahead
of their first Test against India in Cape Town on
January 5. On a personal level, though, the
biggest tour of 2018 for Kohli will be when he
takes his team to England for a Test series in Au-
gust.  Despite having scored three hundreds
against England in two home series, Kohli had
possibly his worst ever tour when he visited the
UK three years ago. —AFP


