
JERUSALEM: Israel faced mounting inter-
national criticism yesterday over a new
law allowing the appropriation of private
Palestinian land for Jewish settler out-
posts, but the United States remained
notably silent. The United Nations,
Britain, France and Israel’s neighbor
Jordan were among those coming out
against the legislation passed in parlia-
ment late Monday. “This bill is in contra-
vention of international law and will
have far reaching legal consequences for
Israel,” UN Secretary General Antonio

Guterres said in a statement.
The law legalizes dozens of wildcat

outposts and thousands of settler homes
in the occupied West Bank, and prompt-
ed a Palestinian call for the international
community to punish Israel.  Pro-
Palestinian Israeli NGOs said they would
ask the Supreme Court to strike down
the law, and opposition leader Isaac
Herzog warned the legislation could
result in Israeli officials facing the
International Criminal Court.

Continued on Page 13
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Amir accepts Sheikh Salman’s resignation 
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah yesterday issued a decree accepting the resig-
nation of information and youth minister Sheikh
Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah, which he submitted on
Monday ahead of a no-confidence vote session against
him. The Amir also issued a second decree appointing
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah as acting information minister and
Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan
as acting youth minister.

Sheikh Salman’s move came after a grilling last
week by three opposition lawmakers, which was fol-
lowed by a no-confidence motion that was supported
by over 31 MPs. To pass, the no-confidence vote
required the suppor t of only 25 MPs.  National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the ses-
sion, scheduled for today, had been canceled after he
was officially informed of the acceptance of the minis-
ter’s resignation.

MPs said the new ministers must take whatever
actions necessary to lift the 15-month international sus-
pension against Kuwaiti sports. Sheikh Salman became
the first victim of the new National Assembly elected in
November, in which opposition groups and individuals
won almost half of the 50 seats. Islamist opposition MP
Mohammad Al-Dallal said the resignation of the minis-
ter does not solve the problem as the government must
present a plan to lift the sports suspension.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (left)
presents HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the resignation
papers of Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

MAKKAH: Saudi police arrested an
apparently “mentally disturbed” man
who tried to set himself on fire at
Islam’s holiest site, the Grand Mosque
in Makkah, a police spokesman said
yesterday. The man, in his 40s and a
Saudi citizen, “poured petrol on himself
and tried to set it  alight”,  Grand
Mosque police spokesman Major
Sameh Al-Salami said. “His behavior
gives the impression that he is mentally
disturbed.”

The incident happened on Monday
night right next to the Kaaba, the cubic
stone structure at the heart of the
mosque towards which Muslims pray.
Pilgrims and police escorted the man
away before he could light the petrol,
footage posted on social media

showed. Witnesses told Saudi media
that the man also tried to set fire to the
kiswah, the black and gold silk curtain
that covers the Kaaba. One witness told
the Sabq news website that the man
had been uttering “takfiri” slogans,
referring to extremist groups blamed
for numerous attacks worldwide.

The huge flow of pilgrims into the
Grand Mosque makes security checks
at the gates extremely difficult. In Nov
1979, the Grand Mosque was seized by
more than 400 fundamentalists led by
Saudi Juhayman Al-Oteibi who claimed
to have with them the redeemer - the
mahdi.  They seized pilgrims as
hostages and it took special forces a
fortnight of fierce gun battles to retake
the mosque compound. —  AFP 

Man attempts to 

set himself on 

fire near Kaaba

Israel legalizes settler homes

New law angers world powers, but US silent

HEBRON: A picture taken from this West Bank city yesterday shows a view of the
Kiryat Arba Jewish settlement. —AFP 

NEW YORK: The next time someone throws shade at you
for ghosting them so you can binge-watch a TV show or
retreat to your safe space, you can let them know your
behavior has been recognized by the United States’ lead-
ing dictionary publisher. Merriam-Webster yesterday
added more than 1,000 new words and definitions, rang-
ing from conversational to scientific, to its website,
Merriam-webster.com, the dictionary’s most significant
update in years, said Merriam-Webster spokeswoman
Meghan Lungi.

The last time the dictionary updated its website and
print edition was in 2014, when it added only 150 words,
she said. “Throwing shade”, for example, originated from
black and Latino gay culture in the 1980s and has been
popularized more recently through social media. It
means to express contempt through indirect or subtle
insults. “Ghosting”, meanwhile, is to abruptly cut off con-
tact with another person, usually a former friend or
romantic partner.

Another new entry, “microaggression”, is a discrimina-
tory comment or action that subtly - and sometimes
unconsciously - expresses prejudice toward a member of
a marginalized group. Other terms include “binge-
watch”, meaning to view many or all episodes of a TV
series in quick succession; “prosopagnosia”, an inability to
recognize faces; “arancini”, fried rice balls; and “safe space”,
a place intended to be free of bias, conflict and criticism.

“This is a significant addition of words ... and it reflects
both the breadth of English vocabulary and the speed
with which that vocabulary changes,” the dictionary’s
chief digital officer and publisher, Lisa Schneider, said in a
statement.

Continued on Page 13

When you ghost, 

you throw shade? 

DOHA: This file photo taken on Nov 13, 2014 shows the Khalifa Stadium which is
undergoing complete renovation in preparation to host some of the matches for
the 2022 World Cup. — AFP 

DOHA: High-spending World Cup 2022
hosts Qatar are splurging almost $500
million every week on major infrastruc-
ture projects for football’s biggest tour-
nament, the country’s finance minister
said yesterday. That eye-watering level of
spending could continue until 2021, Ali
Shareef Al-Emadi said. “We are spending
close to $500 million per week on capital
projects,” he told journalists. “And this will
carry on for the next three to four years

to achieve our goal and objective of real-
ly getting the country ready for 2022.”

More than $200 billion will be spent in
total by the gas-rich emirate in prepara-
tion for 2022. Emadi said this figure cov-
ered not only stadiums but huge and
costly projects such as roads, a new air-
port and hospitals. “Ninety per cent of
the 2022 contracts have already been
awarded,” added Emadi.

Continued on Page 13
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A handout satellite image shows the military-run Saydnaya prison, one of Syria’s
largest detention centers located 30 km north of Damascus. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Amnesty International yesterday
accused Syria’s government of hanging up to
13,000 people at a notorious prison over five
years in a “policy of extermination”, two weeks
before planned peace talks. The damning
report, titled “Human Slaughterhouse: Mass
hanging and extermination at Saydnaya
prison” near Damascus, goes into excruciating
detail about the gruesome ritual of mass
hangings between 2011 and 2015.

At least once a week, up to 50 prisoners
were taken out of their cells for arbitrary trials,
beaten, then hanged “in the middle of the
night and in total secrecy”, the report said.
“Throughout this process, they remain blind-
folded. They do not know when or how they
will die until the noose was placed around
their necks.” Most of the victims were civilians
believed to be opposed to the government of
President Bashar Al-Assad. “They kept them
(hanging) there for 10 to 15 minutes,” a former
judge who witnessed the executions said. “For

the young ones, their weight wouldn’t kill
them. The officers’ assistants would pull them
down and break their necks.”

Amnesty said the mass executions
amounted to war crimes and crimes against
humanity, but were likely still taking place.
Hamid, a former army officer who was jailed in
2012, told Amnesty he was simultaneously
horrified and relieved when he saw prisoners
being taken to be hanged. “I felt happy that
their suffering would come to an end.”  In
comments published yesterday, Assad insist-
ed that “defending” his country in a time of
war was more important than a potential case
against his government at the highest UN
court in The Hague. “We have to defend our
country by every mean, and when we have to
defend it by every mean, we don’t care about
this court, or any other international institu-
tion,” he said.

Amnesty’s report comes just two weeks
before a new round of talks is due to take

place in Switzerland aimed at putting an end
to nearly six years of civil war. “The upcoming
Syria peace talks in Geneva cannot ignore
these findings. Ending these atrocities in
Syrian government prisons must be put on
the agenda,” said Lynn Maalouf, deputy direc-
tor for research at Amnesty’s Beirut office. 

Thousands of prisoners are held at the military-
run Saydnaya prison, 30 km north of Damascus,
one of Syria’s largest detention centers. Amnesty
accused Syria’s government of carrying out a “poli-
cy of extermination” there by repeatedly torturing
detainees and withholding food, water and med-
ical care. “All you see is blood: your own blood, the
blood of others,” Salam, a lawyer from Aleppo who
was held in Saydnaya from 2012 to 2014, was
quoted as saying. 

Prisoners were raped or forced to rape
each other, and guards would feed detainees
by tossing food onto cell floors, which were
often covered in dirt and blood, Amnesty said. 

Continued on Page 13
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By Abduallah Bowair

Talk of His Highness the Amir can be endless,
but can be summed in the following lines: HH
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

took over on January 29th, 2006 after the abdication
of the Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah because of health conditions only ten days
after he came to office. His Highness was unani-
mously paid allegiance by the parliament. We
recently celebrated His Highness’ 11th  anniversary. 

His Highness started public service in July 1954,
aged only 25-years-old, when the late Amir Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, appointed him to the
Supreme Executive Committee running various gov-
ernment bodies. He was then appointed as head of
the Social Affairs and Labor Department. In 1957, he
was given extra responsibility for the publications
department. On forming the second cabinet in 1963,
he was appointed foreign minister and head of the
GCC Permanent Aids Committee. And as minister, he
was also appointed as an MP. He was Acting Minister
of Guidance and News until 1964, when he became
Oil Minister and Acting Minister of Information. His
Highness took over various portfolios. On February
16, 1978, he was appointed as Deputy Prime
Minister until April 20, 1991. On October 18, 1992, he
was appointed First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister until  July 2003, then he was
appointed as Prime Minister. 

A state’s man
His Highness’ resume also includes achievements

such as political rights for women. As Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem is dubbed as ‘The Father of the
Constitution,’ historians will always remember that
His Highness made the decision to grant women
political rights, called for by the late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in 1999.

A leader and his people
In a speech addressing the Kuwaiti people, His

Highness stressed that “a leader cannot succeed with-
out the true cooperation of his people.” He urged citi-
zens to prioritize the national interests, ignore theirs
for the greater good, to respect law and order and cel-
ebrate the nation’s interests and achievements. 

Kuwait’s role 
During this period, His Highness managed to

highlight Kuwait’s role in international communities,
including regional, Arab, Islamic or global scenes.

March goes on
Ever since he took over as Acting Prime Minister,

His Highness realized that he was continuing the
legacy of the Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah,
and was inspired by the same Kuwaiti spirit, facing
local, Arab and international events. His Highness is
one of the pillars of ruling Kuwait, and was one of
the trio that formed the basis of modern Kuwait’s
regime for many years.  

His Highness’ Leadership
His Highness’ unique traits greatly impacted on

the success he achieved in various positions. As for-
eign  minister, he managed to achieve a remarkable
regional and international status for Kuwait.

Mentality
Throughout the years he spent in Kuwait’s politi-

cal leadership, Kuwait was his top priority and he
helped its voice to be heard worldwide. 

Efforts
Throughout his long years as foreign minister, His

Highness was keen to plan foreign policy not linked to
his own personal interests or mood. Instead, he
observed Kuwait’s traditions, balancing international
relations in sync with GCC and Arab collective resolu-
tions to unite the GCC and Arab states without under-
mining Kuwait’s sovereignty or status. His Highness
has a remarkable economic and political mentality. 

Diplomacy 
As far as foreign policy is concerned, His Highness

highly depended on the close ties he had with his
counterparts in various parts of the world. He
showed excellent knowledge in diplomacy, helped
by his vast experience, eloquence and political skills. 

Amir of Kuwait
On a special session, the Parliament plead alle-

giance to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah in accordance with Article 4 of the
Constitution on Sunday, January 29, 2006. His
Highness took the oath vowing, “I  swear by
Almighty Allah to respect the Constitution and state
laws, to protect the people’s liberties, interests and
funds and to defend the nation’s independence and
safety of its lands.”

In my view

local@kuwaittimes.net

11 years of Sheikh
Sabah’s reign

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with curators of new passengers building project. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah underscored yesterday that work on a project
to build a new terminal at Kuwait International Airport should
be unimpeded. In the presence of His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Minister of
Social Affairs and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-
Subaih and Minister of Public Works Abdulrahman Al-Mutawa,
the curators behind the project, Turkish-based Limak Holding
Group, offered His Highness the Amir an explanation on the
new terminal. During the meeting, His Highness the Amir com-
mended the efforts expended for completion of this project,
highlighting the “urgent need to facilitate work on the project,
which will hopefully be finished in the near future.” Moreover,
His Highness the Amir added that he “enjoyed listening to
what the ministers had to say,” wishing all those involved in the
project continued success.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Public Works noted that the
project is on track, with an expected timeframe of six years,
adding that a “number of meetings are in the works with the
aim of expediting the completion of the project.” On when the
terminal is expected to be up and running, he said that, “we
have been promised that it should be ready within three to
four years and we will spare no effort to ensure that the project
will be completed in a timely manner.” Subaih hailed the proj-
ect as an “integral component of national development plans,
noting that any “impediments that could encumber the
progress of the project will be eliminated.” She also said that

she was sanguine that all parties involved will remain commit-
ted to this project that will be instrumental in “bringing
Kuwait’s airport on par with international standards.”

Chairman of Limak Holding Nihat Ozdemir thanked His
Highness the Amir for “providing us with this opportunity”, as
he congratulated Kuwait on its impending National Day cele-

brations. He also pointed out that the Turkish President is
keeping an eye on this project, which will help bring Kuwait
and Turkey closer together.  His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had met earlier
with the curators, accompanied by Ambassador of Turkey Salih
Murat Tamer. — KUNA

Amir urges unhampered
completion of airport terminal

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met
yesterday with the visiting United Nations
(UN) High Commissioner for  Human
Rights Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad Al-Hussein, in
presence of First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The meeting

was attended by Deputy Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah. 

Earlier, Sheikh’s Sabah Al-Khaled met
with Hussein, who heaped praise on Kuwait
for the country’s commitment to human
rights, as inscribed in global UN charters
and conventions. 

The meeting was attended by Deputy

Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Affairs of the First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister’s
Office Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign
Minister for the Affairs of the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham Al-
Omar, Head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’

Human Rights Office Talal Al-Mutairi, UN
Resident Coordinator Zineb Benjelloun and
other senior Foreign Ministry officials.  

After the meeting, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled held a luncheon banquet in honor of
the visiting UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, along with his accompanying
delegation. — KUNA

Amir meets UN official

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad Al-Hussein. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad Al-Hussein. — KUNA photos

Amir receives
new ambassadors

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday credentials of newly
appointed ambassadors of Uzbekistan, Benin, Mongolia,
and the European Union, in a ceremony at Bayan Palace.
The ceremony was attended by First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, and Undersecretary of the Amiri Diwan
Ibrahim Mohammad Al-Shatti.  

It was also attended by His Highness the Amir’s office
manager Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad, Amiri Diwan Advisor
Mohammad Abulhassan, Head of the Amiri Protocols
Sheikh Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah,
Assistant Foreign Ministry for Protocols Affairs Ambassador
Dhari Ajran Al-Ajran, and head of Amiri guard Commander
Brigadier Fahad Adbulraham Al-Zaid. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives credentials of the newly
appointed ambassador of Uzbekistan. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah receives credentials of the newly appointed
ambassador of the European Union.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives credentials
of the newly appointed ambassador of Benin.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives credentials
of the newly appointed ambassador of Mongolia.

PAS chief congratulates
Crown Prince

on anniversary
KUWAIT: Director General of the Public Authority
for Sports (PAS) Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah on Tuesday, as 11 years have elapsed since
he ascended to the position of Crown Prince. “On
behalf of PAS and the nation’s youth, we congratu-
late His Highness the Crown Prince on having occu-
pied his post for 11 years,” a statement released by
PAS quoted the authority ’s chief as saying.
Moreover, the statement hailed his Highness the
Crown Prince as the epitome of benevolence and
humility, wishing him continued good health and
prosperity. — KUNA

Project to finish within six years

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with curators of new
passengers building project.



L O C A L
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017
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KUWAIT: Russian Ambassador to Kuwait Alexey
Solomatin yesterday hailed Russia-Kuwait ties,
as Kuwait was the first country in the Arabian
Gulf to establish diplomatic relations with
Russia. “There is respect and desire to cooper-
ate more with Kuwait and exchange visits. We
are going to strengthen our relationship with
Kuwait through meetings and talks covering
economic, technical, cultural, military and eco-
nomic fields. Bilateral trade has risen to more
than $400 million, and there is a desire to
increase this figure,” he said.

During a press conference on the occasion of
the Diplomats’ Day, Solomatin said Russia has a
good relationship with all countries around the
world. “We always take our decisions according
to international laws and with respect to all
countries. This is why Russian politics has seen
great success with all countries, including
Kuwait,” he said.

Russian tank
On the Russian tank ‘T-90ms’ that Kuwait has

bought for $15 million, the ambassador said
Kuwait has the right to choose the best. The
Russian tanks will arrive in Kuwait soon, along
with other hardware as part of the military coop-
eration deal that His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah signed based
on the interests of the two countries.

Solomatin also spoke about the Syrian situa-
tion. “Russia explained itself over every step it
took with evidence, pictures and documents, but
some countries chose not to listen to facts,” he
said. He added that the Syrian war has been
ongoing for six years, but Russia started to get
involved one year ago to help Syria in its fight
against terrorists. “We had to fight for the sake of
Syrians, but after liberation, the Syrian people
should build their country without interventions,”
he said. “There are two terrorists groups in Syria -
IS and Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, formerly known as
the Al-Nusra Front. They changed their name, but

their actions remain the same - beheading and
killing people. Some terrorists have returned to
Kuwait and other countries and set up sleeper
cells - underground groups of terrorists. We
fought the terrorists and we offered truce agree-
ments to the Syrian opposition,” Solomatin added.

Iran
About the Russia-Iran relationship, he said Russia

has good relations with Iran, but the current crisis
between Iran and GCC countries has to end. “The
countries should not provoke each other. We sug-
gest all GCC countries to live in peace and respect.”
He stressed that Russia is developing ideas that
reflect His Highness the Amir’s letter to Iran that
aimed at calming tensions between the GCC and
Iran. Speaking on behalf of the six council members,
Kuwait’s foreign minister had declared that for the
Gulf and Iran to repair relations, Tehran must stop
meddling in Arab countries’ internal affairs.
Solomatin concluded by congratulating Kuwait on
the occasion of its National and Liberation Days.

NEW YORK: On behalf of the Arab group of
states, Kuwait renewed demand for a perma-
nent seat for the group at the UN Security
Council in the future reforms of the Council.
Equitable representation at the UNSC is an
essential pillar of the process to revitalize the
work of the UN as a whole, Kuwait Permanent
Representative to the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi said
on Monday. He was addressing a high-level
intergovernmental meeting on the question of
equitable representation on, and increase in, the
membership of the Security Council and other
matters related to the Council.

The meeting, an informal closed-door one, is part
of UN General Assembly’s 71st session.  It is time to
press ahead with this question given the consensus
among the UN member states on the need of
change and reform, Ambassador Otaibi stressed.

“Now that 71 years elapsed since the emer-
gency of the UN, the world’s status quo has dra-
matically changed,” he said. “The last 23 years
have seen prolonged negotiations on, and sev-
eral regional initiative for, reforming the Council

to make it better able to deliver its mandate and
address the new challenges in a more credible
transparent and impartial way.” He reaffirmed
the stance of the Arab group against any
attempts to tamper with the credibility of the
ongoing intergovernmental talks or impose cer-
tain timeframes away from the consensus.

On the challenges facing the negotiations
on the UNSC reforms, Ambassador Otaibi said
they include the misuse of veto power by the
five permanent members which rendered the
Council unable to deliver its duty in maintain-
ing the international peace and security in
several cases. 

He reaffirmed the commitment of the Arab
group to contributing to the efforts meant to build
trust among the UN member states and reach a
mutually-acceptable formula on the planned
reforms of the Council pursuant to the provisions
of the UNGA Resolution 62/557. The resolution,
adopted on September 15, 2008, during the
63rd UNGA session, commenced the ongoing
intergovernmental negotiations. — KUNA

Kuwait to receive Russian
tanks soon: Solomatin

Ambassador talks relations with Kuwait, Syria, Iran

KUWAIT: Russian Ambassador to Kuwait Alexey Solomatin speaks during a press conference yesterday. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Ambassador to
the United States Sheikh Salem Abdullah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah made a field visit to
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital
on Monday. 

The visit came in order to be intro-
duced to the hospital’s newly-developed
departments, as well as get acquainted
with up-to-date medical techniques, espe-
cially within the cancer care unit, headed
by Kuwait’s Dr Wadah Al-Rifaee, a press

release by the embassy noted. It added
that Ambassador Sheikh Salem was
escorted during the visit by Michael
Sachtleben, President of MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital.

Ambassador Sheikh Salem was accom-
panied by head of the health office in
Washington DC Dr Ali Al-Enezi and
Counselor Nawaf Al-Enezi, where they all
paid visits to Kuwaiti patients being treated
at the hospital to stand on their needs.  Also

during the tour, the ambassador met Kuwaiti
Dr Wadha Al-Jassar; an intern at the hospital.
Voicing appreciation to the hospital manage-
ment for including Kuwaiti nationals in its
staff, Ambassador Sheikh Salem reaffirmed
that the State of Kuwait is keen on benefiting
from the hospital’s medical expertise.
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital is a
not-for-profit, acute-care teaching and
research hospital with 609 beds located in
Northwest Washington, DC. — KUNA

Arab group renews demand
for UNSC permanent seat

Kuwait Permanent Representative to the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi

KUWAIT: MP Khalil Al-Saleh stressed that
Kuwait provides outstanding health care for
the disabled  in schools and other facilities,
while it uses the most up-to-date technolo-
gies in that regard. “We need to improve
those services so that no student with special
needs goes to study in any GCC state,” he
underlined.

Speaking at a media and cultural forum
organized by lawyer and Fatwa and
Legislation Department Advisor Najla Al-Naqi
under the title ‘the Truth About Forging
Disability Certificates,’ Saleh stressed that the
parliament’s committee for the disabled
affairs will soon pass laws for the best of peo-
ple with disabilities. 

Meanwhile, brain surgery consultant Dr
Ali Al-Kandari, who is the former deputy
chairman of medical and technical commit-
tees at the Public Authority of the Disabled,
defined disability levels as per the United
Nations’ standards, saying that 15-25 percent
of disabilities are considered of mild severity,
while 25-49 percent of disabilities are consid-
ered of medium severity, whereas 50 percent
are considered severe. Kandari also refuted
statements made by Minister Of Social Affairs
And Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh about what she
described as ‘people pretending to be dis-
abled,’ stressing that such fake cases do not
exist and that disability certificates are given
by specialized medical committees or courts.

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Ambassador to the United States Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visits MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Ambassador visits
Georgetown University Hospital

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, successfully
concluded its Community Partnership
with Qout Market; Kuwait’s largest arti-
sanal farmers gathering. The market, con-
sidered the biggest of its kind in Kuwait,
was concluded last Saturday at  the Circle
of Peace - Shaheed Park. 

Zain’s partnership with Qout Market

came in line with the company’s Corporate
Sustainability and Social Responsibility
strategy towards the youth sector, as the
company continuously works towards
identifying initiatives that carry a clear
objective of developing youth talents. The
community-based farmers market helped
and supported local farmers and artisans
to exchange thoughts and ideas while

offering the opportunity for visitors to
express their opinions towards the prod-
ucts available. 

Zain participated in the event through
its own booth, where it welcomed visitors
to participate in several exciting national-
themed cultural activities that came in line
with Kuwait’s national celebrations in
February. The company organized compe-
titions that saw many winners of valuable
prizes and smart devices, as well as distrib-
uting national-themed gifts to the visitors. 

Qout Market attracted over 15,000 visi-
tors who were enthusiastic about learning
about locally produced goods. The mar-
ket’s selection of vendors included a com-
bination of fresh produced items as well as
handmade items where people stopped
by to enjoy on the spot. Zain expressed its
ongoing keenness in supporting events
that uplift the talents of Kuwaiti youth to
higher levels, by encouraging outstanding
projects and ideas. Zain’s support to Qout
Market was aimed at investing in the cre-
ative abilities of young Kuwaiti entrepre-
neurs, preparing them to engage in the
business world by encouraging them fur-
ther and nurturing innovation within their
businesses.

Zain concludes Community
Partnership with Qout Market
National-themed cultural activities at Shaheed Park

Forum discusses forged
disability certificates
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KUWAIT: A military helicopter carrying Kuwait’s flag; a sign of the celebratory mood that Kuwait enters in anticipation of the National Holidays in late February. —KUNA photo

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condo-
lences yesterday to Afghan President Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani, expressing his deepest sympathies
over the loss of life due to heavy snowfall in
Afghanistan.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem met yesterday
with Dean Executive of the Board of
Directors and Executive Director of
the  Wor ld  Bank ( WB)  Group M er za
Hasan. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will patronize
and attend the final ceremony to honor win-
ners of Kuwait ’s 20th Grand Quran
Memorization and Recitation Competition
which will be held in Bayan Palace today at
10:30 am local-time. —KUNA

In Brief

Amir offers
condolences

Speaker meets
WB official

Amir patronizes
Quran contest

Ooredoo the safest telecom in
Kuwait for credit card transactions 

After obtaining the PCI DSS certificate
KUWAIT:  Ooredoo, Kuwait’s fastest network,
announced yesterday that it has officially
obtained the Payment Card Industry (PCI)-Data
Security Standards (DSS) 3.2 certification, mak-
ing it the first telecom provider in Kuwait to be
certified with this version.

International standards 
PCI-DSS is the global industry standard for

compliance and security for personal payment
card data, to which vendors and businesses
must conform to in order to protect cardhold-
ers’ personal data and prevention from credit
card fraud. 

Ooredoo’s PCI-DSS compliance was validated
in December last year, after an extensive audit
conducted by ControlCase, a qualified security
assessor. Ooredoo Kuwait was the first company
in Kuwait to take that step, further solidifying its
position in the local market. This step helps cus-
tomers make safe transactions Ooredoo’s web
payment portal, in addition to using Ooredoo’s
payment kiosks, conveniently located in 45 loca-
tions across Kuwait for customers’ satisfaction.

Ongoing commitment
Commenting on this announcement,

Ooredoo Kuwait stated “This accomplishment
reinforces our commitment to ensure the best
services to our customers, with safe online trans-
actions to protect them against fraud and other
privacy breeches. This step is reflective of the
company’s core values of caring and connecting.
Ooredoo strives to provide its customers with
the best services, while ensuring the safety of
their privacy and information.”

Tight security measures
PCI security standards are technical and

o p e r a t i o n a l  re q u i re m e n t s  s e t  b y  t h e
Payment Card Industry Security Standards
Counci l  to  protec t  cardholder  data .  The
standards globally govern all merchants and
organizations that store, process or transmit
this data - with new requirements for soft-
w a re  d e ve l o p e r s  a n d  m a n u f a c t u re r s  o f
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  d e v i ce s  u s e d  i n  t h o s e
transactions. Compliance with the PCI set of
standards is mandatory for their respective

stakeholders, and is enforced by the major
payment card brands.

Commendable efforts 
Commenting on Ooredoo’s achievement,

ControlCase COO Suresh Dadlani said Ooredoo’s
efforts to ensure customers’ privacy of payment
information are truly commendable. He added,
“We’re always happy to see companies and
organizations such as Ooredoo Kuwait working
to ensure that their clients’ information are pro-
tected, especially during times like this when
cyber-attacks and customers’ credit card privacy
information are under threat. We wish Ooredoo
the best of luck in their future endeavors.”

For customers’ utmost satisfaction, Ooredoo
Kuwait customers can pay their phone bills and
recharge their credit on Ooredoo’s new applica-
tion available on the App Store for iPhone users,
and on the Google Play store for Android users.
Customers can also pay their bills on Ooredoo’s
website www.ooredoo.com.kw, or using any of
the 45 kiosks conveniently located in different
locations across Kuwait.

Ooredoo Kuwait CEO Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Thani.

ControlCase COO Suresh Dadlani.
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ministry of Commerce and Industry
inspectors raided a store in Farwaniya where
thousands of perfume bottles of various popu-
lar brands were refilled to be sold as genuine
products, said the ministry’s assistant undersec-
retary for consumer protection Eid Al-Rasheedi.
Several workers were arrested at the store. The
suspects used to return to the store at midnight
on weekdays to refill the bottles and sell them
back the next morning as genuine products,
Rasheedi explained.

Drug dealer caught
An Indian man was arrested yesterday on drug

trafficking charges, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that narcotic detectives were
tipped off concerning the suspect’s activities, and
after obtaining a search warrant, the suspect’s
house was stormed, where detectives found 74
small plastic bags of hashish, 46 small plastic
bags of meth and one bag of heroin. A case was
filed and the suspect was referred to relevant
authorities.

Commerce inspectors bust 

perfume counterfeiting

KUWAIT: A photo circulated on social media allegedly
showing a man filling bottles with counterfeit perfume.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary for Public
Health Affairs at the Ministry of Health (MoH)
Dr Majida Al-Qattan held a press conference
yesterday to refute rumors questioning the
safety of polio, measles and mumps vaccina-
tion campaigns launched recently by the min-
istry. Qattan stressed that as a member of the
World Health Organization’s (WHO) executive
board, Kuwait takes part in WHO decision
making and setting recommendations, includ-
ing the current vaccinations. She also denied
that the vaccines had been kept in storage. 

The head of MoH’s epidemics fighting unit
Dr Mos’ab Al-Saleh also stressed the same,
noting that the campaign had been decided
by WHO in 2014 and took effect in 2016. “To
those questioning the safety of the vaccines, I
affirm that they had been made by the world’s
best companies,” he said, noting that latest
research proved that the vaccines do not
cause autism. 

Court orders
The criminal court yesterday sentenced six

citizens to one year in prison and abstained
from punishing 99 others over charges of forg-

ing punch-in fingerprints at their workplaces.
Meanwhile, the cassation court stressed that
lawmakers will be held responsible for the

contents of inquiries they make in parliament
that are slanderous, and they will be forced to
financially compensate those offended.  

Recent vaccinations

safe: Health Ministry

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Hundreds of Bangladeshi workers
who staged a protest are returning to work
after their demands were considered. “The
problem is resolved. We are back to work
now and some will be working from tomor-
row,” said Shihab, who is acting as the
spokesperson for the 300 workers who
staged a peaceful sit-in protest over non-
payment of salaries and “extortion” of mon-
ey. The workers - porters and cleaners -
were refusing to report to work for days.  

“Thank you Kuwait Times for the report
(that was published earlier this week). If not
for you, we would not have got any posi-
tive response from anyone. We are all ready
to report to work again, with conditions,”
Shihab said. The workers are demanding
their Bangladeshi manager, whom they
accuse of extorting money from them, be
punished or removed from his post. 

According to a Kuwait Times source, two
Bangladeshi Embassy officials went yester-
day morning to meet the workers. The two

labor officials were accompanied by anoth-
er manager of the company. “Hopefully,
they will accept our demands, and our
salaries will be paid too,” he said.  

Bangladesh Embassy Counselor (Labor)
confirmed he sent his representatives Farid
Hussein and Tahidul Islam. “They found
some violations by the company, but with
regards to the company manager, we are
still investigating. Our officials visited the
camp and spoke to the workers and the
manager too. The problem with the man-
ager is not the concern of my office, as he is
a fellow Bangladeshi. It must be resolved
by the company itself. Any crime commit-
ted by this person must be dealt with
under Kuwait law since it was committed
here in Kuwait.  I f  he goes back to
Bangladesh, and the workers file a com-
plaint against him there, our law will han-
dle it,” he noted. “As far as the embassy is
concerned, we visited the place, we verified
their problem and now we are doing our
utmost best to help them with regards to
their unpaid salaries.”

Bangladeshi workers back to 

work after 3-day sit-in protest

KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health for Public
Health Affairs Dr Majda Al-Qattan (center) attends the Obstetrics and
Gynecology Conference. —KUNA

Int’l obstetrics, gynecology

conference  kicks off in Kuwait

‘1,000 childbirths a month at Maternity Hospital’

KUWAIT: A senior official of the Ministry
of Health said Monday that Kuwait 23rd
International Obstetrics and Gynecology
Conference will help build capacity of
gynecologists and improve health sys-
tem in Kuwait.  The four-day gathering,
themed “challenges in obstetrics and
gynecology,” gathered, besides local
gynecologists, 10 renowned consultants
from Sweden, the United Kingdom,
Canada, the UAE, and Lebanon.

The event will provide a chance for
Kuwaiti gynecologists to share experi-
ence with their peers from around the
globe while working to improve the
country ’s health sector, Assistant
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health
for Public Health Affairs Dr  Majda Al-
Qattan said in her inaugural speech.

“The conference falls in the frame-
work of the Ministry’s relentless efforts to
keep abreast with the latest medical
developments, improve the healthcare
system and build the capacity of medical
personnel,” she added.

Meanwhile, Dr Khaled Al-Najjar, the
chair of the conference and head of
obstetrics and gynecology dept. of
Kuwait’s Maternity Hospital, said the
discussions during the conference will
focus on challenges in this field such as

the diseases concurrent with pregnan-
cy and urological disorders, as well as
female infertility and the various forms
of tumors. In a statement following the
opening ceremony, Dr Najjar said the
Maternity  Hospital  saw a total  of
12,000 childbirths in 2016 at a monthly
rate of 1,000.

The conferees will review the achieve-
ments in this domain, with emphasis on
the pioneering experiment of Dr Mats
Brannstrom - a Swedish professor of
obstetrics and gynecology at the
Sahlgrenska Academy in Gothenburg, he
said.  Dr Brannstrom was able to conduct
a successful womb transplant at the
University of Gothenburg and the baby
was delivered by caesarean in the 31st
week of pregnancy in September 2014.

Meanwhile, Dr Shuaib Al-Marhoun,
director of the Maternity Hospital, said
the new building of the hospital will be
finalized in the coming three years, and
the fertility unit of the hospital will open
next month. The administration of the
hospital has already received the fertility
unit from the engineering department
of the ministry which equipped the unit
with the latest medical equipment,
deputy director Dr Ghalia Al-Ibrahim
noted. —KUNA

Philippines names new

labor attache to Kuwait

MANILA/KUWAIT: The Philippines government has named
Alejandro Padaen as the new labor attache to its embassy
in Kuwait. He is set to arrive in mid-February and has previ-
ously served in Saudi Arabia. Padaen replaces Angelita
Narvaes, who was recalled earlier this week by Labor
Secretary Silvestre Bello for what Bello labeled, “inaction
and a lack of concern for the welfare of overseas Filipino
workers [in Kuwait].”

The move followed the execution of a Filipino domestic
helper, Jakatia Pawa, who was found guilty of killing her
employer’s daughter in 2007 and the death of another
Filipina helper, Amy Santiago, who died in hospital after
allegedly being beaten by her employer. 

Hundreds of overseas Filipino workers, the majority of
whom are women, live in the embassy shelter or as illegal
residents due to maltreatment by employers, unpaid
salaries, sexual and physical abuse, absconding cases and
other related employment issues. There are more than
200,000 Filipinio workers in Kuwait, the majority of whom
work as domestic servants.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources at the Ministry of Health
strongly denied any changes to the new Adan Hospital
project except for a pilot scheme suggested by Ministry of
Health on signing the contract without any extra cost. The
sources explained that the Ministry of Health signed the
new hospital contract with four local companies in March
2015 at a total cost of KD 232 million, and that the project
will conclude in 2019. The sources stressed that construc-

No changes to new Adan Hospital project

tion was going well according to schedule and that the
new hospital will include 637 beds and comprise of a base-
ment and 12 floors built over an area of 30,500 sq m.

Clean Fuel Project
Deputy CEO for Projects at Kuwait National Petroleum

Company (KNPC) Abdullah Fahhad Al-Ajmi said 80 percent
of the Clean Fuel Project has been completed and that the
project is expected to be launched in mid-2018. Ajmi
added that the new Mina Abdullah power plant was exper-
imentally operated last week in the presence of Ministry of
Electricity and Water officials and that the remaining por-
tions of the project will gradually start operations from
next March till mid-2018. 

‘Kayak4Kuwait’ trio 

in Oman to raise 

environment awareness

MUSCAT: Three Kayakers from Kuwait have arrived to
Muscat, Oman, in an adventure to raise awareness of the
need for greater marine environment protection and
joint conser vation effor ts  across the GCC.  The
Kayak4Kuwait trio - Bashar Al-Huneidi, Mansour Al-Safran
and Colin Wong -  have left  Kuwait more than two
months ago.

Founder of the team, Huneidi, said yesterday that the
trip aims at raising awareness of pollution in the Arabian
Gulf coastline. Their trip have covered Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia,  Bahrain,  Qatar,  UAE,  and Oman. Kuwait
Environment Public Authority (EPA) has given support to
the trio’s coastline adventure. —KUNA
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Crime
R e p o r t

Saudi ‘deports’

Kuwaiti man

Man arrested for sorcery
KUWAIT: A Sudanese man was arrested in Hawally for
practicing sorcery and witchcraft, said security sources,
noting that detectives had been tipped off concerning
the suspect’s activities, who charged KD 150 for his ‘ser-
vices’. An undercover agent was sent to the suspect’s
house and he was arrested red-handed.

Forgery
The criminal court sentenced a citizen and three

Syrians to four years in prison with labor for forging
Kuwaiti citizenship. Security sources said the suspects
confessed to paying the citizen KD 22,000 for adding
two Syrians to his citizenship file and providing them
with Kuwaiti passports and civil IDs. 

The first success achieved by the Astana Conference
on Syria was to exclude Arabs. US President
Donald Trump’s decisions about Syria will also be

made without consultation with any of the Arab states. I
believe the world is about to begin a new era of peace,
stability and economic welfare. 

On Friday January 20, 2017, Washington DC wit-
nessed the inauguration of President Donald Trump as
the friendly USA’s 45th president. Watching the out-
standing ceremony - where control was handed over in
the world’s mightiest power - made me extremely
pleased. It is something we miss in the Arab world. 

We did not see tanks roving streets or armed forces
barricading in public places. There was no occupation of
TV and radio buildings to broadcast ‘statement number
one.’ The former president was not thrown into prison or
placed under house arrest, nor was he dragged out of a
ditch or a sewerage pipe. He was taking part in inaugu-
ral ceremonies for the new president. What a wonderful
sight it was!      

The following day, President Trump attended a mass
at Washington’s National Cathedral with representatives
of all religions forming the American community, where
he listened to recitation from the Holy Quran reading: “O
mankind! Lo! We have created you from male and

female, and have made you nations and tribes that ye
may know one another. Lo! the noblest of you, in the
sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo! Allah is Knower,
Aware.” (Al-Hujurat/13). This is the kind of tolerance that
we have been missing! I read some extracts from the
inaugural speech and felt that we are about to start a
new period of historic leadership. 

Despite the demonstrations in many states against
President Trump, I believe his cooperation with Russian
President Vladimir Putin will create a strong alliance that
will reclaim the state’s prestige. The world has become
dominated by fear and horror caused by terrorist
groups.

What is happening in Syria is an example of that;
after Arabs withdrew and left it a sitting duck for scores
of these groups. Syria was almost lost, before Putin’s
help to regain its state sovereignty. Some people will say
Putin came to Syria to protect his country’s interests,
and that is something he ought to be thanked for. We
have abandoned our interests and made emotional
decisions, rather than pragmatic ones. We wish
President Trump all the best and hope that the Kuwait-
USA relations remain as strong as ever. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

The world needs President Trump

Al-Jarida

It is said that, following a meeting with President
Richard Nixon, Chinese leader Mao-Tse-Tung
claimed to prefer dealing with right-wingers than

leftist. Conservatives, he said, were clearer and more
decisive. Republican Donald Trump, who views the
Regan era as a blueprint for conservatives, could serve
as a lesson to delusional Arabs who view the American
Dream as a means to solve the issues created by British
and French colonial policies, which were then handed
over to the American successor.

President Trump was clear and decisive in support-
ing the expansion of Israeli settlements and moving
the US embassy to Jerusalem, by extension recogniz-
ing it as Israel’s capital. Trump also kept his promise to
ban Muslims from entering the US, especially subjects
of seven Arab and Muslim countries. No immigrant
from any of the seven has killed an American since
1975. The pledges won him votes amongst the simple
public. He also voiced his support for torturing terror
suspects.

So, what is actually new about Trump? Barack
Obama, the former president who most embodied
America’s liberal values, had rejected Israeli’s policy to
push settlements in the West Bank. Nothing else was
substantially changed; more support was given to
Israel, supplying its army with lethal weapons used to
fight Hamas and kill thousands of civilians. Hamas
remains a designated terrorist organization, despite
the fact it was democratically elected by the under-
privileged people of Gaza. The true motivation is clear:
it does not matter if a regime is an authoritarian dicta-
torship, a liberal democracy or a religious democracy
as long as it acts under the US umbrella. 

Trump’s mandate includes the clear authorization
of torture against terror suspects, whereas previous
administrations had outlawed the practice on
American soil and the constitution banned it. Instead,
the US would handover suspects to foreign regimes,
including many Arab ones, who would readily admin-
ister torture to illicit a confession. This happened dur-
ing George W Bush’s presidency, when the Syrian-
Canadian citizen, Maher Arar, was kidnapped and
transferred to the Assad regime. Britain did the same
thing, handing over suspected Libyan opposition
members to the Gaddafi regime. Prisoners were also
tortured in Guantanamo on land rented from Cuba.     

Phrases deep-rooted in the world’s liberal psyche -
‘the American Dream’,  ‘the Big Melting Pot’, ‘the
American Exception’ and ‘the City on the Hill’ - will not
change. The new president has made no substantive
difference to them, he has only revealed the ugly face
of American foreign policy. Little hope is left in either
those leading demonstrations against him or in the
just court orders, which are all the remaining relics of
the beautiful legacy of institutions Trump is attempt-
ing to obliterate. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

What’s new with

uncle Trump?

Al-Jarida

By Hassan Al-Essa 

Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: Saudi land border authorities deported a Kuwaiti
man and a Pakistani national back to Kuwait after finding
the latter hiding in the back seat of the citizen’s vehicle.
Security sources said that on checking on the Pakistani, he
was found wanted for several cases. The citizen was also
arrested for harboring and assisting a fugitive. 

By Yousef Al-Onaizi 

Car thieves caught
Three citizens were arrested in Ahmadi for stealing vehi-

cles and their contents, said security sources. Their leader, a
26-year-old citizen with a criminal record, was ambushed
and arrested in Salmiya, where he admitted to stealing sev-
eral vehicles from various areas. He also led police to his
two accomplices, who were arrested in Saad Al-Abdullah
and led police to 11 of the stolen vehicles. 

Development Plan

Joining IS
The criminal court sentenced a Saudi to 10 years in

prison and a citizen to five years in prison over charges
of joining the Islamic State (IS). It also fined a Kuwait
police officer KD 5,000 for possessing an unlicensed
firearm. — Translated from the Arabic press

KUWAIT: In order to maximize its banking services, Gulf
Bank kick started 2017 with an exclusive workshop on
‘Innovation and Strategy’ for its senior management. The
workshop was conducted by the renowned Dr Alexander
Osterwalder, leading international innovation speaker, for
the first time in Kuwait on Sunday, 29 January 2017 at
Jumeirah Messilah Hotel. 

Gulf Bank believes in fostering a culture of innovation
amongst its employees, as well as differentiating itself by
investing in its human capital. The ‘Strategy and Innovation’
workshop aimed to equip executives with the latest strate-
gic innovation tools needed to succeed. Its main objective
was to hone their skills and further enhance their profession-
al development in alignment with international standards. 

Salma Al-Hajjaj, General Manager for Human Resources
at Gulf Bank, said: “Innovation has become a pivotal com-
ponent to succeed in the banking industry today and Gulf
Bank’s strategic direction is based delivering innovative,
easy to use products combined with superior customer
service. As we strongly believe in investing in our staff, we
felt this workshop conducted by one of the leading figures
in this domain, Dr Alexander Osterwalder, would be benefi-
cial to Gulf Bank’s senior management. It helped them with
the needed tools and methodologies which will be invest-
ed in the overall bank’s strategy.”   

Hajjaj added:” We were proud to have Dr Osterwalder to
explore and discuss the world of innovation and strategy.
Participants in his workshop were given practical tools and

methodologies on the latest concepts that are used by
multinational companies worldwide.” 

During the workshop Dr Osterwalder highlighted the
connection between innovation and strategy saying:
“Value propositions and business models need to always
be fundamentally challenged. Success can only be
achieved with the right value proposition, the right busi-
ness model, and great execution. And even then, you must
always assess, is this the right model?”

The three-hour workshop focused on innovation and its
effective implementation that assure improvements in the
implementation of new products and services. It also high-
lighted key methodologies on how to increase efficiency
and ultimately profitability.  

Dr Osterwalder is a frequent speaker at Fortune 500
companies. He is also a lecturer in top universities such
as Stanford, Wharton MIT and IESE. His practical method-
ologies, latest concepts and business tools are used by
such companies as MasterCard, GE, Microsoft, and SAP, to
name a few.

Dr Osterwalder is a Swiss business theorist, author
and consultant, known for his work on business model-
ing. In the late 2000s Osterwalder and a team of 470 co-
creators published a very attractive and popular model
for describing business models: the Business Model
Canvas. The Business Model Canvas offers an excellent
exemplary to develop ideas about the business model
for monetizing data.

Group photo of Gulf Bank’s management team during the Innovation and Strategy workshop.

Gulf Bank holds exclusive ‘Innovation and

Strategy’ workshop for senior management

Dr Alexander Osterwalder speaks during the Innovation and Strategy workshop.
Ahmad Al-Duwaisan, General Manager - Corporate Banking and Mona Mansour, General Manager - Customer
Service Delivery attend the workshop.

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) visited
the Kuwait New English School recently in cooperation
with K’S PATH.



Ankara’s mayor 
warns of ‘manmade
quake’ threat

Page 8

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017

Drugged, raped: For aid workers, sexual assault is a hidden menace

Page 11

Trump reveals America’s ‘real face’: Khamenei
Israeli and UN leaders align on Iran 

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said yes-
terday he was grateful to US President Donald Trump for revealing
“the real face of America”. “We are thankful to this gentleman... he
showed the real face of America,” Khamenei said in a speech to
military officers in Tehran. “What we have said for more than 30
years-that there is political, economic, moral and social corruption
in the ruling system of the US-this gentleman came and brought
it out into the open in the election and after the election.”

He referred to the case of a young Iranian boy who was pic-
tured in handcuffs at a US airport following Trump’s ban on visas
for seven Muslim-majority countries, including Iran. “By what he
does-handcuffing a five-year-old child-he shows the true mean-
ing of American human rights,” Khamenei said. He also responded
to Trump’s tweet of February 3, when the US president said: “Iran
is playing with fire-they don’t appreciate how ‘kind’ President
Obama was to them.”

Khamenei ridiculed the idea of being grateful to former presi-
dent Barack Obama, saying he was the one who placed “paralyz-
ing sanctions” on Iran and helped create the Islamic State group
through his destabilizing actions in Iraq and Syria.  Earlier, Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said that with Trump in the White
House, Tehran faced “difficult days ahead” regarding its nuclear
deal with Washington and other major powers. “I believe Trump
may try to renegotiate” the deal, but “clearly, neither  Iran, nor the
Europeans or the international community will accept new nego-
tiations,” Zarif told Ettelaat newspaper in an interview published
yesterday. 

Iran’s missile program
Seizing on an Iranian missile test, Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu and new US President Donald Trump are
nearing common ground on a tougher US policy towards Tehran
ahead of their first face-to-face talks at the White House. But
people familiar with the Trump administration’s thinking say
that its evolving strategy is likely to be aimed not at “disman-
tling” Iran’s July 2015 nuclear deal with six world powers - as
presidential candidate Trump sometimes advocated - but tight-
ening its enforcement and pressuring the Islamic Republic into
renegotiating key provisions. 

Options, they say, would include wider scrutiny of Iran’s com-
pliance by the UN nuclear watchdog (IAEA), including access to
Iranian military sites, and removing “sunset” terms that allow
some curbs on Iranian nuclear activity to start expiring in 10 years
and lift other limits after 15 years. 

In a shift of position for Netanyahu, all signs in Israel point to
him being on board with the emerging US plan. Two years ago, he
infuriated the Obama White House by addressing the US
Congress to rally hawkish opposition to a budding Iran pact he

condemned as a “historic mistake” that should be torn up. As
Trump and Netanyahu prepare for their Feb. 15 meeting, focus
has shifted to Iran’s ballistic missile test last week. The White
House said the missile launch was not a direct breach of the
nuclear deal but “violates the spirit of that”.  Trump responded by
slapping fresh sanctions on individuals and entities, some of them
linked to Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards (IRGC).

A UN Security Council resolution underpinning the nuclear
pact urges Iran to refrain from testing missiles designed to be able
to carry nuclear warheads, but imposes no obligation. However,
Trump tweeted, “Iran is playing with fire” and “they don’t appreci-
ate how ‘kind’ President Obama was to them.  Not me!” Trump’s
national security adviser, Michael Flynn, said Washington was put-
ting Tehran on notice over its “destabilizing activity”. Netanyahu
“appreciated” the comments. Tehran bristled, warning that “roar-
ing missiles” would fall on its enemies if its security is threatened.
It also said its military would never initiate a war.

Meeting of the minds 
Beyond the rhetoric, the missile test gave the new Republican

president and the conservative Israeli leader - who had an often
acrimonious relationship with Trump’s Democratic predecessor
Barack Obama - an early chance to show they are on the same
page in seeking to restrain Iranian military ambitions. Netanyahu
wrote on Facebook last week: “At my upcoming meeting with
President Trump in Washington, I intend to raise the renewal of
sanctions against Iran in this context and in other contexts.
Iranian aggression must not go unanswered.”

In London for talks with British Prime Minister Theresa May
on Monday, Netanyahu said “responsible” nations should follow
Trump’s imposition of new sanctions as Iran remained a deadly
menace to Israel and “threatens the world”. Netanyahu also said
Washington should lead the way, with Israel and Britain, in “set-
ting clear boundaries” for Tehran. But he stopped short of any
call to cancel the nuclear accord. Israeli officials privately
acknowledged that he would not advocate ripping up a deal
that has been emphatically reaffirmed by the other big power
signatories - Britain, France, Germany, Russia and China - since
Trump’s election victory.

Russia said on Monday it disagreed with Trump’s assessment
of Iran as “the number one terrorist state” and a Russian diplomat
said any move to rework the nuclear pact would inflame Middle
East tensions. “Don’t try to fix what is not broken,” Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said. Iran has ruled out reworking the
deal, and Trump’s stance could weaken the hand of pragmatists in
Tehran who have been willing to negotiate a detente with the
West after decades of volatile confrontation, a former senior
Iranian official said. — Agencies

VIENNA: Austria’s parliament said yesterday that a
Turkish Islamist hackers’ group had claimed responsibili-
ty for a cyber attack that brought down its website for 20
minutes this weekend. Aslan Neferler Tim (ANT), or Lion
Soldiers Team, whose website says it defends the home-
land, Islam, the nation and flag, without any party politi-
cal links, claimed the attack, a parliamentary spokes-
woman said. Relations between Turkey and Austria
soured last year after President Tayyip Erdogan cracked
down on dissent following a failed coup, and Vienna has
since made a solo charge within the European Union for
accession talks to be dropped.

On its Facebook page on Sunday afternoon, above a
screenshot indicating the website was not loading, ANT
said in Turkish: “Our reaction will be harsh in response to

this racism of Austria against Muslims!!! (Parliament
down).” ANT says it has carried out “operations” against
the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), the
Austrian central bank and an Austrian airport. An Interior
Ministry spokesman said on Tuesday that an investiga-
tion had begun into the cyber attack and, declining to
elaborate further, noted that no data had been lost.

A parliamentary spokeswoman said: “ANT has claimed
responsibility.” When asked if ANT was responsible, she
said: “We assume so.” The website was brought down after
the server was flooded with service requests, a so-called
DDoS-attack, similar to an attack last November that tar-
geted the Foreign Affairs and Defence Ministries’ websites,
a statement from parliament said. DDoS attacks are
among the most common cyber threats. — Reuters

Turkish Islamist hackers 
attack Austrian website

TEHRAN: Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei stands as air force commanders salute during their meeting in Tehran yesterday. — AP 
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MOSUL: The flyblown corpses of Islamic State
militants have been rotting along a main street
in north Mosul for two weeks, a health risk for
passersby. Suicide bombers’ belts beside the
fighters can still explode, killing anyone nearby.
But the Iraqi army has no intention of burying
the jihadists and hopes as many people as possi-
ble will get a good look at their blackened bod-
ies, torn apart by bombs and bullets.

As Iraqi forces prepare to expand their offen-
sive against Islamic State from east to west
Mosul, they want to stamp out any sympathy
that residents may have for the group, which
won instant support when it seized the vast city
in 2014. “We will leave the terrorists there,” said
Ibrahim Mohamed, a soldier who was standing
near three dead jihadists, ignoring the stench.
His cousin suffered death by electrocution at the
hands of jihadists during Islamic State’s harsh
rule of Mosul because he was a policeman. “The
message is clear to Iraqis, to keep them from
joining or supporting Daesh (Islamic State). This
will be your fate. The Iraqi army will finish you
off,” he said.

A suicide bomber’s belt, with its detonation
pin still in place, lay in the street a few feet away,
near some clothing once worn by a militant. The
Iraqi army has come a long way since it col-
lapsed in the face of Islamic State’s lightning
advance into northern Iraq. After retaking half of
Mosul in three months of fighting, Iraqi forces
are poised to enter the western side of the city.
Victory there would mean the end of Islamic

State’s self-proclaimed caliphate, though Iraqi
officials expect the group to fight on as insur-
gents in Iraq and inspire attacks in the West.

Psychological weapon
The corpses are left on view as a psychologi-

cal weapon to deter Islamic State sleeper cells,
which Iraqi officials say are highly effective and
distributed across the country. Islamic State has
executed thousands of Iraqi soldiers and police-
men, and their comrades are eager for revenge.
“We leave them in the street like that so the
dogs eat them,” said soldier Asaad Hussein. “We
also want the citizens to know there is a price
for supporting terrorists.” Sunni Mosul had

accused the Shiite-led Baghdad government
and army of widespread abuses, which they
deny. Islamic State exploited that resentment
but started losing popularity after it imposed its
radical version of Islam and shot or beheaded
anyone deemed an enemy.

Iraqi citizens don’t seem to mind the gory sight
of the bodies, with people walking past them
every day as Mosul begins the work of rebuilding
entire neighborhoods pulverized by Islamic State
car bombs and US-led air strikes. Laborer Youssef
Salim observed the corpses, still with army boots
on their feet, and paused to reflect on life under
Islamic State, which has lost ground in Iraq and
other Arab countries.  He said the bodies should
not be moved. “Do you know what smoking one,
just one cigarette meant?” he asked. “Twenty-five
lashes in a public square where people were
forced to watch you suffer. “If your beard length
did not meet their requirements, that was a
month in jail and 100 lashes in public.”

Spreading fear
The militants are no longer in charge in east

Mosul but they are still very capable of spread-
ing fear. Two men approached a soldier to com-
plain that there were suspicious wires that may
be attached to a bomb on a door at the factory
where they work. Minutes later, an increasingly
familiar scene unfolded. Soldiers looked up and
spotted a drone aircraft operated by Islamic
State militants, located about 600 meters away
across the Tigris River, which bisects Mosul. 

Iraqi forces opened fired with their assault
rifles, hoping to blast the small aircraft - an
Islamic State weapon of choice - out of the sky
before it could drop a bomb. A few streets away,
a group of young boys walked towards three
more Islamic State corpses. “The bodies should
stay. Daesh killed lots of people so why should
they be buried,” said Salem Jamil, 13, who was
carrying a plastic bag filled with old electric
wiring he hopes to sell.

But a man who approached said the bodies
should be buried because that is everyone’s
right. The three militants were shot when they
tried to sneak through some trees to kill sol-
diers. One of the soldiers stood proudly over
the dead men, including one still wearing a
suicide belt. He smiled and pointed to a ciga-
rette stuffed in one of the jihadist’s nostrils.
“We put it there because of the terrible things
they did to Iraqis,” said the soldier, Asaad Najif.
“The fate of any terrorist is clear. We will find
you and kill you.” — Reuters

Iraq wages psychological 

war with jihadist corpses 
Islamic State corpses on streets are clear message

ZAHRA: Zakaria Imad Ahmed, 12, is treated by doctors in a first aid clinic in the Zahra neigh-
borhood after he was hit in his head by shrapnel from a mortar fired by Islamic State militants.
He and his younger brother and sister were playing outside when a mortar dropped nearby
and shrapnel hit parts of their bodies. — AP 

YUKARIKOY: Villagers stand in front of a damaged house after two quakes, both with
preliminary magnitudes of 5.3, jolted Turkey’s northern Aegean coast, in Yukarikoy
village Canakkale province on Monday, Feb 6, 2017, damaging dozens of homes in at
least five villages and injuring several people. — AP 

ANKARA: Ankara’s outspoken mayor yes-
terday warned that outside forces could be
using sophisticated technology to try to
trigger a manmade earthquake in a delib-
erate bid to harm Turkey’s fragile economy.
Melih Gokcek, who has been mayor of the
Turkish capital since 1994, made the out-
landish claims on Twitter where he regular-
ly updates his more than 3.7 million follow-
ers, often writing in capital letters.  His
comments were made after two quakes hit
the western Canakkale province on
Monday and yesterday morning, measur-
ing 5.3 and 5.2 magnitude respectively, the
Turkish Disaster and Emergency
Management Authority (AFAD) said. 

In these tweets, Gokcek shared a video
which claimed there were tools for causing
manmade quakes, and he called all sub-
marines and ships with large equipment to
be taken under control of the authorities.
Gokcek said he had “researched” the two
quakes and suggested they could have
been caused by possible foreign interfer-
ence. “There was a ship conducting seismic
research nearby. What this ship was
researching and what country it belongs to
must be solved,” he wrote. The ultimate
aim, he suggested, was to trigger an earth-
quake near Istanbul in a bid to stage an
economic “coup”. “At this moment, the coup
aimed at Turkey is an earthquake near

Istanbul to cause Turkey’s economic col-
lapse,” he claimed. 

‘Genies’ behind the coup  
It is not the first time that Gokcek, one

of the more colorful members of the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP), has
made such fantastic claims. Following last
July’s failed coup, he suggested that exiled
cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom Ankara
blames for the putsch, was hypnotizing his
followers through genies. The Canakkale
region includes the Dardanelles Straits
which is the gateway to the Sea of Marmara
that leads to the Bosphorus in Istanbul. 

Istanbul itself lies in a major earth-
quake-prone zone and in 1999, a quake
northwest of the city left 17,000 dead. It is
not the first time a senior Turkish figure has
blamed foreign elements for conspiring to
harm the country’s economy. Last month,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan himself
blamed a conspiracy for the recent plunge
in value of the lira, without saying who was
to blame but saying such actions were akin
to that of a “terrorist”. “The purpose is to
bring Turkey to its knees. They’re using the
exchange rate as a weapon,” he said. In the
first four weeks of 2017, the lira lost seven
percent of its value against the US dollar
after losing a quarter in value against the
greenback in 2016. — AFP 

Ankara’s mayor warns of 

‘manmade quake’ threat

JOHANNESBURG: Refugee children attend a lesson as part of the 326 refugees proj-
ect at the Sacred Heart college in Johannesburg, South Africa.  — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: “These children can’t go
to real schools... kids have been beaten up,
assaulted, deprived of food,” said college
head Colin Northmore of the plight of
young migrants in South Africa.  So each
day when lessons end at his pioneering
Sacred Heart school in Johannesburg,
migrant children fill up the empty class-
rooms-and are taught by migrant teachers.
The more than two million migrants in
South Africa-many of them children often
face xenophobia from teachers and peers,
or are barred from state schools altogether
because they are in the country illegally.
South Africa was hit by savage anti-immi-
grant violence in 2008, when 62 people
were killed, and again in 2015 when there
were at least seven deaths.  

“We became a multiracial school in
1976, defying the apartheid government
and we consider the treatment of refugee
children to be a new social injustice,”
Northmore said. “Some of the kids walked
for four years to reach South Africa. Some
kids have been out of school for four years.”
Posters on school walls proclaiming “We
fight against xenophobia” hang alongside
portraits of Nelson Mandela-several of his
grandchildren attended the school. The
college, where annual fees are up to
$6,000 (5,500 euros), is equipped with a
chapel, two libraries and several tennis
courts-a far cry from the facilities of a typi-
cal South African state school.

Free lessons
The after-hours teaching project is

called “Three2Six” as it is each afternoon,
between 3:00 pm and 6:00 pm, that the
school is transformed into a centre for
migrant children to learn free of charge.
Teachers from across Africa, who are them-
selves awaiting papers, provide the aca-
demic rigor at the front of the class.
Estimates vary significantly on how many

migrants and asylum seekers there are in
South Africa, but fact checking website
Africa Check estimates that the figure is
around 2.2 million.

“We thank you for our school and our
teachers,” the roughly 175 well-behaved
children from Democratic Republic of
Congo, Mozambique,  Zimbabwe and
Eritrea chant in unison. The children, aged
between five and 13, all dress in smart
blue uniforms for their classes which
focus on English and maths. “Here, I learn
all that I will need for when I leave to go
to a normal school,” said Claude, a chub-
by-faced 12-year-old from the DRC. After
three years in the “Three2Six” program,
Claude is hoping to join the public school
system next year.

Every year, roughly a quarter of the
pupils on the scheme leave to pursue
mainstream schooling. But even for those
who make the switch, migrant life in South
Africa remains tough. “We had a good life
in Congo, here we share an apartment
with three families,” said Claude.  “At home
they are despairing because of the awful
conditions in which the children live,” said
Gilbert Kabasele, a Congolese refugee
teacher with the project who shares an
apartment with another family.

“The school is doing exactly the same
thing as it was in the 1980s, just with a dif-
ferent group of marginalized children,” said
Northmore, referring to its efforts to main-
tain a diverse student body even at the
height of apartheid. “We are dealing with
urban refugees. ‘Three2Six’ is an urban
response to an urban problem.” Northmore
believes the scheme could be rolled out in
Europe, which has also been deluged by
migrant arrivals in recent years.  One
German volunteer, who worked at Sacred
Heart, even returned home and estab-
lished a similar program for Syrian chil-
dren, he said. — AFP 

South Africa school offers 

migrant kids a rare lifeline

MOGADISHU: Somalia’s capital Mogadishu was
under security lockdown yesterday, with roads
and schools closed and residents urged to
remain indoors a day before the country holds
a long-delayed presidential election. Fears are
high that the Al-Qaeda linked Shabaab group
will seek to disrupt the election by carrying out
an attack on the capital. Twin car bombs at a
popular hotel left at least 28 dead two weeks
ago. Heavily armed security personnel
patrolled the streets of the capital, while sever-
al main roads were blocked off with sand
berms and residents of the capital were urged
by Mayor Yusuf Hussein Jimale to stay indoors.  

“My children did not go to school because
of the election and my husband who works as
a policeman had to stay on duty for the last
three days. This thing is taking too long and
people would be relieved if they could see an
end to this drama,” mother-of-four Samiya
Abdulkadir said. President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud is seeking re-election against 21
other candidates, after another dropped out
yesterday. The troubled Horn of Africa nation,
which has not had an effective central govern-
ment in three decades, had been promised a
one-person, one-vote election in 2016.

However political infighting and insecurity,
mainly due to Shabaab militants who control
swathes of countryside and strike at will in
Mogadishu, saw the plan ditched for a limited
vote running six months behind schedule. The
delayed electoral process began in October,
with 14,025 specially chosen delegates voting
for candidates for both parliament and a new

upper house. In 2012, only 135 clan leaders
chose the MPs who voted for the president.
Repeated delays meant the new lawmakers
were only sworn in December. In a report yes-
terday, Somalia-based anti-corruption watch-
dog Marqaati said the elections “were rife with
corruption”.

Delays and disillusion
The tortuous process to elect a president

whose remit does not extend beyond the cap-
ital and a few regional towns, has left some
disillusioned. “I really don’t care who becomes
president. We just need to be free to attend to
our business,” said Qoje Siyad, a Mogadishu
day laborer. While falling well short of the
election that was promised, the process is
more democratic than in the past and is seen
as a step towards universal suffrage, now
hoped for in 2020.

Today’s voting will see members of the 275-
seat parliament and 54 senators cast ballots
inside a hangar within the heavily-guarded air-
port. Security sources said commercial flights
would not be operating today.  No candidate is
expected to get the two-thirds majority need-
ed for a first-round win, with two further
rounds permitted before a winner is declared.
In the absence of political parties, clan remains
the organizing principle of Somali politics. The
22 candidates-all men after the only declared
female candidates dropped out-paid a $30,000
(28,000-euro) registration fee. Few have any
serious chance of winning.

One of them is the current president, a 61-

year-old former academic and civil society
activist from the Hawiye clan. Also in the run-
ning is ex-president Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, a fel-
low Hawiye and 52-year-old former leader of
the Is lamic Cour ts  Union which pacif ied
Somalia before being driven out by US-backed
Ethiopian troops. The leading candidates from
the Darod clan are Pr ime Minister  Omar
Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke, 56, and former pre-
mier Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed ‘Farmajo’,
55.  Both hold dual nationalities having lived
for years in Canada and the US respectively.

Famine looms again
The overthrow of president Siad Barre’s mili-

tary regime in 1991 ushered in decades of anar-
chy and conflict in a country deeply divided
along clan lines.  The clan rivalries and lawless-
ness provided fertile ground for the Shabaab to
take hold and seize territory, frustrating efforts
to set up a central administration.  

The Shabaab has been in decline since
2011 but still launches regular, deadly attacks
against government, military and civilian tar-
gets in the capital and elsewhere. Security
and overcoming Somalia’s adversarial and
divisive politics will top the agenda for who-
ever wins the vote as will dealing with a grow-
ing humanitarian crisis.  The UN warned last
week of “possible famine” in Somalia as a
severe drought has pushed nearly three mil-
lion people to the edge of starvation.  After
two failed rain seasons, aid workers fear a
repeat of a 2010-11 drought which left more
than 250,000 dead. — AFP 

Somali capital on lockdown 

ahead of presidential vote

Somalis vote amid security, drought woes

MOGADISHU: Somali soldiers prepare to secure the capital on the eve of presidential elections at a police academy in Mogadishu, Somalia
yesterday. — AP 
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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s execu-
tive order on immigration has legal
experts grappling with a key question:
how broad is the US president’s reach
when it comes to shaping migration
policy?  Trump’s decree slapped a blan-
ket ban on entry for nationals of seven
predominantly Muslim countries for 90
days and barred all refugees for 120
days. Refugees from Syria were blocked
indefinitely. But a federal judge issued a
temporary nationwide suspension of
the president’s order, which the US gov-
ernment swiftly appealed. The ultimate
ruling in the case could clear confusion
regarding Trump’s executive reach and
leave a lasting legal impact. Here is a
look at the process:

Who will decide?
The case could land in the Supreme

Court, the nation’s top bench that is the
final interpreter of US constitutional
law. In the meantime, uncer tainty
reigns after federal courts across the
country have delivered a range of deci-
sions. All eyes are now on the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals, based in San
Francisco, that is weighing Judge James
Robart of Seattle’s recent order tem-
porarily suspending the ban nation-
wide.  A hearing was set in the case yes-
terday at 3:00 pm Pacific time (2300
GMT). Federal judges in several other
states-including California and New
York have also ruled against Trump’s
executive order, and a judge in Boston
declined to review it, but Robart’s rul-
ing has the greatest sweep.

Who is involved?
The Trump administration officially

challenged Robart’s ruling by filing an
emergency motion with the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals saying that sus-
pending the ban was causing “irrepara-
ble harm” to the American public.  The
US government on Monday defended
the president’s travel ban as a “lawful
exercise” of his authority, and claimed
that a federal court made a mistake in
barring enforcement of the measure.
The primary plaintiffs in the case are two
Democratic-leaning states that border
Canada: Washington, where Robart sits,
and Minnesota. They were backed in a
court brief filed by 16 state attorneys
general.

A number of groups have also filed
legal briefs backing the states’ efforts,
including the American Civil Liberties
Union, the Southern Poverty Law
Center-which monitors extremism in the
US-and the HIAS refugee protection
organization. Nearly 300 law professors
and some 100 Silicon Valley firms have
also submitted arguments supporting
Robart’s opinion. Trump attacked Robart
in a string of fiery Twitter posts on
Saturday.  “The opinion of this so-called
judge, which essentially takes law-
enforcement away from our country, is
ridiculous and will be overturned!” the
president wrote.

What are the arguments?
Trump justifies his controversial

decree with Article II of the Constitution,
which grants the president authority to
direct immigration policy and conduct

foreign affairs. His argument is also
founded in part on a 65-year-old provi-
sion of the federal Immigration and
Nationality Act, which allows the presi-
dent to suspend US entry of any catego-
ry of foreigners when he deems their
presence “detrimental to the interests of
the United States.” Government lawyers
are trying to bolster this argument by
saying that the judiciary is unqualified to
decide on national security matters.
“Unlike the president, courts do not

have access to classified information
about the threat posed by terrorist
organizations operating in particular
nations, the efforts of those organiza-
tions to infiltrate the United States, or
gaps in the vetting process,” they wrote
in their appeal.

Those opposed to the White House
decree also cite the Constitution, saying
that the executive order violates its fun-
damental principles including those on
equality, freedom of movement and

freedom of religion. They also empha-
size that the role of the judicial branch is
to check the power of the executive,
especially to protect minorities. The
states pin the legitimacy of their com-
plaint on the fact that, as states, Trump’s
ban has negative consequences on
employment and in the education and
business sectors. They also warn that
reinstating the ban could threaten pub-
lic order, considering the chaos that
broke out, especially in airports, follow-
ing its hurried implementation. 

What is the next step?
The appeals court will likely take one

of three options: reinstate the ban, con-
firm its suspension or schedule an addi-
tional hearing. If the ban is restored,
authorities have yet to indicate whether
they have planned measures to avoid
further airport detentions or deporta-
tions, which have already fueled interna-
tional outrage and mass protests.  If they
take the second option, Robart’s deci-
sion would likely apply nationwide,
keeping the US open to refugees and
those from the seven countries targeted
by the ban. The losing party would be
able to request the Supreme Court to
take on the case. If the nation’s highest
court accepts, five of the eight total
judges would be required to reverse the
decision from the Court of Appeals.
Achieving that majority poses a chal-
lenge: the Supreme Court is currently
ideologically split between four conser-
vatives and four progressives. Trump has
nominated a conservative, Neil Gorsuch,
to fill the vacant seat. But he must first
get confirmed by the Senate. — AFP 

Trump’s immigration order: A legal headache

WASHINGTON: It was only a few
months ago when Republicans rou-
tinely blasted the president for
what they called his executive over-
reach and his failure to tout
America’s superiority over other
nations. Not so much anymore.
Now that Barack Obama is out of
the White House, Republicans have
become noticeably quiet on a host
of issues that used to spark their
criticism. In the last few days,
President Donald Trump’s actions
have thrown the spotlight on three
things Republicans don’t seem to
mind now that their fellow
Republican is in charge:

Relying on executive action
For years, Republicans skewered

Obama for allegedly ruling by fiat,
accusing him of acting like an
“emperor” for using executive
orders to push through his agenda.
That was especially true when it
came to Obama’s decision to pro-
tect from deportation more than
700,000 young immigrants who
were brought to the US as children.
But now that Trump is in the White
House, their tune has changed.
Trump has spent his first weeks in
office relying on executive action to
make good on a long list of cam-
paign promises. Most controversial:
His order suspending the country’s
refugee program and blocking
immigration from seven majority-
Muslim countries, which is now
held up in court.

Asked recently if  President
Trump was doing the same thing as
Obama, House Speaker Paul Ryan
scoffed. “It’s quite the opposite,” he
told reporters at a recent GOP

retreat, arguing that Obama had
exceeded his power and that
Trump was merely trying to reverse
it. “He’s restoring the proper bal-
ance,” said Ryan. “And in our opin-
ion he is undoing a lot of damage
that was done by the last president,
who exceeded his power.”

‘American exceptionalism’
It was a running theme during

Obama’s tenure: The president,
Republicans would argue, failed to
embrace a brand of “American
exceptionalism” that sees the US as
morally superior to other nations.
“We have a president right now
who thinks America’s just another
nation,” once-GOP presidential can-
didate Mitt Romney said during a
2011 primary debate. “America is an
exceptional nation.” Obama
defended himself, saying in 2014
that he believed “in American
exceptionalism with every fiber of
my being.”

Trump doesn’t seem worried
about the criticism. In an interview
with Fox News Channel’s Bill
O’Reilly that aired over the week-
end, Trump dismissed concerns
about befriending Russian
President Vladimir Putin.  “But he’s a
killer though. Putin’s a killer,”
O’Reilly said. “We’ve got a lot of
killers,” Trump responded. “Boy, you
think our country’s so innocent?”
Pressed on the exchange in an
interview with CBS’S “Face the
Nation,” Vice President Mike Pence
stumbled on the question of
whether he and the president think
America is morally superior to
Russia. But he eventually said: “I
believe that the ideals that America

has stood for throughout our histo-
ry represent the highest ideals of
humankind.”

Criticizing the judiciary
In 2010, President Obama deliv-

ered a rare, in-person rebuke of the
Supreme Court. During his State of
the Union speech, with justices sit-
ting in the audience, Obama criti-
cized the court’s decision in the
Citizens United campaign finance
case. Obama opened his remarks
by saying his criticism was “with all
due deference to separation of
powers,” but then argued the ruling
reversed “a century of law” that
would open the floodgates to mon-
ey from special interests.

Critics decried the move as a

breach of decorum that politicized
the court.  And Trump has launched
his own offensive against the judici-
ary branch with personal attacks on
the federal judge who halted his
immigration order. “The opinion of
this so-called judge, which essen-
tially takes law-enforcement away
from our country, is ridiculous and
will be overturned!” Trump tweeted
over the weekend. Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell said on
CNN that it was likely “best to avoid
criticizing judges individually.” But
Pence defended the president’s
actions, telling NBC’s “Meet the
Press” that “the president of the
United States has every right to
criticize the other two branches of
government.” — AP 

WASHINGTON: The lamp remains illuminated in the top of the Capitol Dome in
Washington before dawn - indicating that the Senate was still at work as
Democrats remained on the floor overnight to oppose the confirmation of
Education Secretary-designate Betsy DeVos. The Senate is poised to confirm
President Donald Trump’s controversial nominee by the narrowest possible
margin, with Vice President Mike Pence expected to break a 50-50 tie.  — AP 

Republicans mum as President

Trump adopts Obama tactics
Republicans ‘noticeably quiet’ on a host of issues

FLORIDA: US President Donald Trump salutes before boarding Air
Force One from MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Interstate 90, closed between North Bend and Ellensburg, causes sev-
eral miles of backed-up traffic at Exit 34 in Washington on Monday, Feb 6, 2017. A
snowstorm that blanketed Seattle and western Washington state into yesterday morn-
ing prompted widespread school closures, flight cancellations and power outages for
more than 100,000 electrical utility customers, officials said. — AP 

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump
returned to Washington Monday from a
weekend trip to his Mar-a-Lago estate in
Florida-stopping off at a US military base
where he made the provocative and unex-
plained claim that the media was deliber-
ately disregarding jihadist attacks.
Meanwhile on the other side of the country
in California, the US government filed court
documents formally defending Trump’s
controversial travel ban. Here are five take-
aways from Monday’s events:

Last filing 
After a weekend of back-and-forth

about the measure’s legality, the US gov-
ernment formally defended Trump’s travel
ban Monday as a “lawful exercise” of his
authority. On Friday, a federal judge
ordered the temporary nationwide suspen-
sion of the president’s executive order that
summarily denied entry to all refugees, and
travelers from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen.  In a brief filed to
an appeals court in San Francisco, Justice
Department lawyers argued that “the exec-
utive order is a lawful exercise of the presi-
dent’s authority over the entry of aliens
into the United States and the admission of
refugees.” “The district court therefore erred
in entering an injunction barring enforce-
ment of the order,” it said. “But even if some
relief were appropriate, the court’s sweep-
ing nationwide injunction is vastly over-
broad.” The government again asked that
the ban be reinstated. A hearing has been
set in the case for Tuesday at 3:00 pm
Pacific time (2300 GMT).

Tech firms
A coalition led by some of the world’s

biggest tech firms-including Apple,
Facebook, Google, Microsoft and Twitter-
filed a joint legal brief arguing against the
temporary ban on refugees and travelers
from seven Muslim-majority countries.
Their legal challenge suggests the impor-
tant tech sector-which overwhelmingly
opposed Trump in the November election-
is likely to be headed for more battles with
the new administration. Tesla and SpaceX
were among another 30 companies that
added their names to the filing late
Monday, pushing the total to more than
120. The brief said the order has already
created disruption in the sector, which
depends heavily on foreign-born talent.

‘Very, very dishonest press’
During a visit to US Central Command

in Tampa, Florida, the president launched
one of his now-customary attacks against
the media, which ended in new territory,
with an accusation that the media is pur-
posefully ignoring jihadist atrocities. After
listing a string of attacks that have recent-
ly occurred around the world, Trump said:
“And in many cases the very, very dishon-
est press doesn’t want to report it.” “They
have their reasons, and you understand
that,” he concluded, without providing fur-
ther explanation. The White House later
distributed a list of 78 attacks it said were
“executed or inspired by” the Islamic State
group, saying most failed to receive ade-
quate media coverage. However, the claim
ignores a large amount of reporting on
attacks by the jihadist group and its sym-
pathizers in Western countries.

Football star to pass on Trump
If the New England Patriots profession-

al football champions receive the tradi-
tional Super Bowl winner’s invitation to
the White House, tight end Martellus
Bennett will not attend the visit to see
Trump. He told the Dallas Morning News
he would not be involved in the usual
honor ceremony from the president, all-
but certain given Trump’s public support
of the Patriots and its star quarterback
Tom Brady. “I’m not going to go,” Bennett
said. “It is what it is. People know how I
feel about it. Just follow me on Twitter.”

‘Killer’ apology
The Kremlin on Monday urged US net-

work Fox News to apologize after its pre-
senter called President Vladimir Putin “a
killer” while interviewing Trump.  

“We consider such words from a Fox
News correspondent unacceptable and
offensive,” Putin’s spokesman Dmitr y
Peskov told journalists. In an interview
broadcast Sunday, Fox News’s Bill O’Reilly
pressed Trump on Putin’s alleged links to
extrajudicial killings of journalists and dis-
sidents,  saying, “he’s a k i l ler though,
Putin’s a killer.” 

“ We’ve got a lot of k i l lers,” Trump
answered. “You think our country ’s so
innocent?” “Take a look at what we’ve
done too,” he added. “We’ve made a lot of
mistakes.”— AFP 

Trump’s White House 

MEXICO CITY: Packed with sightseers eagerly
snapping pictures on their cameras and cell
phones, this looks like any other tour bus in the
world-or almost. In fact, the converted school
bus with the sawed-off top is taking Mexico City
visitors on the “Corruptour,” a visit to the coun-
try’s seedy underbelly of murderous misdeeds
and multibillion-dollar graft by public officials.

Stops include a scandal-plagued subway line
that cost more than $1 billion, and an impromp-
tu “anti-monument” to the 43 students abduct-
ed by corrupt police and feared massacred in
the southern state of Guerrero. Organizers also
wanted to include a stop at the “White House”-
the sumptuous house that First Lady Angelica
Rivera bought in an alleged sweetheart deal
with a government contractor-but reluctantly
concluded it was too far, given the capital city’s
notorious traffic. The gray tour bus, which fea-
tures a blood-red Corruptour logo in horror-film
style type, made its debut journey Sunday.

Organizers plan two tours every Sunday
afternoon, free of charge, leaving from Mexico
City’s iconic Chapultepec Park. It is the culmina-
tion of a yearlong effort, said organizer Patricia
de Obeso. “We want people to get informed
about this issue in a fun way and spark ideas to
overcome corruption,” she said. “But just
because it’s fun doesn’t mean (the crimes) aren’t
serious and documented,” added fellow organiz-
er Miguel Pulido on the website corruptour.mx.
The 27 sights include a stop on the number 12
subway line, which cost 24.5 billion pesos ($1.2
billion) and had to be shut for emergency
repairs in 2014, just two years after it opened.

The shiny local headquarters of Spanish con-
struction group Obrascon Huarte Lain (OHL) —

accused of massive corruption on government
contracts—is also on the menu. 

“One of Mexico’s main problems is corrup-
tion and bringing it to justice.  Abusers aren’t
always punished,” said human rights specialist
Miguel Moguel, who was along for the inaugu-
ral tour. “It was a very rewarding experience.

You realize that there’s a group of citizens-
maybe like a lot of others in the country-that’s
trying to change things,” said 18-year-old stu-
dent Adrian Emigdio.  Watchdog group
Transparency International ranks Mexico 123rd
out of 176 countries in its latest index of cor-
ruption worldwide. — AFP 

Mexico ‘Corruptour’ visits 

nation’s dark underbelly

MEXICO CITY: Journalists and tourists are pictured on board of the ‘Corruptour’ - a bus that
offers a sightseeing tour through different points, institutions and companies in Mexico City,
related to alleged great scandals of corruption in recent Mexican history. — AFP 
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LONDON: The Brexit vote and the elec-
tion of US President Donald Trump have
made many Britons anxious, according
to a poll released yesterday and mental
health charities dealing with the fallout.
Relationship counselors have reported
couples arguing over Brexit, while chil-
dren’s support services have said they
too have registered calls on the land-
mark votes.

A YouGov sur vey for the Mental
Health Foundation (MHF) found that 49
percent of respondents reported expe-
riencing some level of anxiety in rela-
tion to Trump’s election. Some 43 per-
cent were found to have experienced
some degree of anxiety over Britain’s
vote to withdraw from the European
Union. “There is a relationship between
what happens in the world and how
people feel about it. That needs to be
taken seriously,” MHF director Mark
Rowland said.

The foundation said it had seen five
times as many visitors to its anxiety sup-
port page compared to before the Brexit
referendum in June, prompting the MHF
to commission a survey to see whether

the increase could be linked to world
events. YouGov surveyed 1,714 British
adults online last Tuesday and
Wednesday.  It found that 29 percent of
people said they had suffered either a
great deal or a fair amount of anxiety over
Trump, with a further 20 percent report-
ing low-level anxiety.  The respective fig-
ures for Brexit were 20 and 23 percent.

Brexit blues for couples
Anxiety develops through a combi-

nation of perceived threat, making cata-
strophic predictions about the future
and escalating fear about the implica-
tions of decisions or events, Rowland
said. Symptoms include difficulty sleep-
ing or controlling breathing, while some
people find it harder to conduct their
daily lives. “We’re concerned that people
have the tools and the information to
prevent it becoming something more
serious,” he said.

The highest results per category
experiencing either a great deal or a
fair amount of anxiety over Brexit, and
also over Trump, were for women, the
18 to 24 age group, Londoners and

higher social classes. At the opposite
end of the scale, the highest figures for
people experiencing not much or no

anxiety were found among men, the 65
and over age group, people in Scotland
and lower social classes. For some in

Britain, the country’s decision to leave
the EU has been affecting their person-
al relationships. A survey of 300 coun-
selors carr ied out last  year by the
organization Relate found nearly a fifth
(19.4 percent) had seen clients who had
mentioned the referendum as an issue
in their relationship.

Arabella Russell, a Relate counselor,
said some couples would bring up Brexit
over fear and uncertainty following the
referendum, while others struggled
because they voted differently. “When it
turns out our partner has a different
view to us, that can be quite scary,” she
said.  Russell found disagreements over
Brexit were usually “the tip of the ice-
berg”, with wider problems at play, while
couples who voted the same way were
reassured to find one area they agreed
on despite arguing about other topics.
She advised using the political debate to
talk about how to cope with differences:
“Recognizing that the future of the rela-
tionship can’t hang in the balance of
what happens with this (Brexit), but
using it as an opportunity to see how we
deal with it”. — AFP 

Brexit, Trump make Britons ‘anxious’

PARIS: Francois Fillon, the rightwing can-
didate for the French presidential elec-
tion, has apologized for paying his wife as
a parliamentary aide and hopes to draw a
line under a scandal dubbed
“Penelopegate”. Here is the furor
explained in five key questions:

Who is Francois Fillon? 
He was prime minister from 2007-

2012 under rightwing president Nicolas
Sarkozy, the high point of a career that
saw him first elected to parliament in
1981. He emerged as the surprise presi-
dential nominee for the Republicans par-
ty in November, promising to slash public
spending, cut bureaucracy and adopt
family-friendly policies. He also stressed
his sleaze-free past and the need for lead-
ers to be “above reproach”. After his pri-
mary victory, but before the current scan-
dal, polls had consistently shown him to
be the most likely winner of the two-
round election in April and May.

What is he accused of 
On January 25, the Canard Enchaine

weekly newspaper broke the news that
Fillon had employed his Welsh-born wife
Penelope as a parliamentary aide.  In that
report and another the week after, it said
that she and two of her children enjoyed

a pre-tax income of around a million
euros over more than decade from funds
available to MPs to run their offices. Late
Monday, Francois Fillon published figures
stating his wife had earned a total of
more than 680,000 euros (732,000 dol-
lars) working as an aide for him and the
lawmaker who replaced him when he
became a minister, beginning in 1986
and lasting a total of 15 and a half years
to 2013. The Canard Enchaine also
revealed Penelope was paid around 5,000
euros ($5,370) a month between May
2012 and December 2013 by the maga-
zine Revue des Deux Mondes, owned by
a friend of Fillon.

Is this illegal? 
Employing a family member is not

illegal in France, unlike in Germany or at
the European parliament. But there are
suspicions that Penelope did little or no
work for her parliamentary salary, with
the Canard Enchaine and other media
groups unable to find witnesses to her
contribution.  An investigation has been
launched into the possible misuse of
public money.  Penelope had been a low-
key political wife known to prefer time at
the couple’s 12th-century country
chateau than among the Parisian chat-
tering classes.  — AFP

Fillon scandal in France

PARIS: Hundreds of people took to the streets of
a Paris suburb yesterday to denounce police bru-
tality, after a 22-year-old black man was alleged-
ly sodomized with a baton during an arrest last
week. The case of the man identified only as
Theo, who was sent to hospital with severe anal
injuries and head trauma, threatens to revive the
contentious issue of policing in France’s poor
suburbs, which saw the death in custody of
another black man last year and major riots a
decade ago. One officer was charged Sunday
with rape, while three others were charged with
assault during the arrest in a gritty area of
Aulnay-sous-Bois on Thursday evening.

The man suffered severe anal injuries which
required surgery and was also treated for dam-
age to the head and face in hospital. The severity
of his injuries led a doctor to declare him unfit to
work for 60 days. Speaking to French television
station BFM on Monday, Theo described being
ordered to stand against a wall by police, who
deny the allegations and say they were targeting
lookouts for drug dealers. “I saw him with his
baton. He rammed it into my buttocks on pur-
pose. I fell onto my stomach, I had no strength
left,” Theo explained, adding that he had also
been racially abused in a patrol car afterwards.

Video footage of the arrest filmed by the
police has been released.  Interior Minister Bruno
Le Roux confirmed late Sunday that all four offi-
cers had been suspended during the investiga-
tion, adding that exemplary conduct and
respect “must guide the behavior of security
forces at all times”.  There were minor clashes
and arson attacks on the vast housing estate,
called “3,000”, on Saturday and Sunday evening
where the arrest took place. At least five people
were detained, police sources said. With tensions
high, further incidents occurred Monday for a
third consecutive evening. Three vehicles were
set on fire and “several” arrests made, according
to a police source. A helicopter and police rein-
forcements had been deployed.

Calls for justice
The latest incident comes in the middle of a

presidential election campaign and follows the
death of 24-year-old Adama Traore in police cus-
tody in another Parisian suburb last year. That
incident led to several nights of clashes in
Beaumont-sur-Oise against the police, with cars
and public property also set alight. Two autop-
sies were unable to determine the cause of
Traore’s death. A group calling itself Black Lives
Matter France, an offshoot of the movement
against police brutality in the United States,
seized on the case and helped organize protests.
Police say they are frequently targeted by delin-

quents as they play a game of cat-and-mouse
with gangs and drug dealers in tough parts of
French suburbs.  

Officers staged nationwide protests in
October to denounce their ever-increasing
workload, bureaucracy, outdated equipment
and what is seen as lenient sentencing for those
found guilty of violence against officers.

‘Kind, helpful’
Hundreds of people incensed by the alleged

treatment of Theo, a youth worker, marched
Monday through Aulnay-sous-Bois. Some car-
ried banners reading “Justice for Theo”, while
nearby someone had scrawled “Police, rapists”
on a wall.  “He was there at the wrong time and
came across some crooks,” Theo’s brother-in-law
Johann told BFM television. Theo’s sister Aurelie
called for calm but said justice must be served.
“My brother is someone who’s very kind, very
helpful. He works with young people, he’s always
bringing people together,” she said. 

The Socialist politician in charge of the Seine-
Saint-Denis region where Aulnay-sous-Bois is
located, Stephane Troussel, said Sunday that the

incident raised “numerous questions”. “Although
thousands of police are doing their work proper-
ly... too many arrests end in nightmares for some
young people. The image of the Republic is
being tarnished. We have to urgently find a solu-
tion,” he said in a statement.  In 2005, the death
of two teenagers who were electrocuted while
hiding from police in an electricity substation

sparked weeks of riots. Around 10,000 cars were
burned and 6,000 people were arrested. 

The far-right National Front (FN), which is rid-
ing high in the polls ahead of presidential and
parliamentary elections from April, urged people
not to judge all of France’s security forces. The
FN’s anti-immigration leader Marine Le Pen rails
frequently against “lawlessness” and promises
“zero tolerance” of crime in the rundown suburbs
which are home to many newcomers to France.
“If the facts are confirmed, then it’s serious and
reprehensible,” the party’s secretary general,
Nicolas Bay, told France 2 television on Monday.
“(But) one shouldn’t take advantage to heap criti-
cism on the police who do admirable work in
very difficult conditions,” he added. — AFP 

LONDON: British International Trade Secretary Liam Fox (left) and British
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson talk as they leave the weekly meeting of the
cabinet at 10 Downing Street in central London yesterday. — AFP 

Police accused of rape; 

black man ‘sodomized’ 
Protesters denounce police brutality in France 

AULNAY-SOUS-BOIS: Photo shows the remains of a car burnt by protesters on Monday night, in
Aulnay-sous-Bois, north of Paris, France. French police say over 20 protesters were detained
during an eruption of violence against police in the Paris suburbs in which a police car was
torched. — AP 

PARIS: Former French president Nicolas
Sarkozy is to face trial on charges of illegally
financing his failed 2012 re-election bid, caus-
ing more trouble for the country’s rightwing
Republicans party. The prosecution claims
Sarkozy spent nearly double the legal limit of
22.5 million euros ($24 million) on his lavish
campaign, using false billing from a public
relations firm called Bygmalion. A legal source
said yesterday that one of two investigating
magistrates in charge of the case, Serge
Tournaire, had decided on February 3 that the
case should go to trial.

Sarkozy’s lawyer announced plans to
appeal the decision. Bygmalion charged 15.2
million euros in campaign events to
Sarkozy’s rightwing party-which at the time
was called the UMP, but has since been
renamed the Republicans-instead of billing
the president’s campaign. The affair came to
light in 2014 but investigators have yet to
determine who ordered the fraud. Sarkozy,
who failed in a presidential comeback bid
last year, told investigators last year he knew
nothing about the bill ing and put the
responsibility squarely on Bygmalion and
the UMP.

Only one other president-Jacques Chirac-
has been tried in France’s Fifth Republic,
which was founded in 1958. He was give a
two-year suspended jail term in 2011 over a
fake job scandal. News of the trial comes as
the Republicans’ candidate for this year’s
presidential election, Francois Fillon, faces
his own scandal over parliamentary jobs for
his family. Fillon apologized on Monday for
employing his wife over 15 years as an aide
which is legal-but continued to deny the
more serious allegations that she barely
worked for her average monthly salary of
around 3,700 euros.

Failed comeback  
The son of a Hungarian immigrant father,

Sarkozy was nicknamed the “bling-bling”
president for his flashy displays of wealth.

His trial will focus on whether he himself
caused the over-spending in 2012 by
demanding that additional rallies be organ-
ized towards the end of his campaign, even
though they were bound to blow the budg-
et. The judicial source said he was accused of
having ignored two warnings from advisors
in March and April 2012 about his spending,
which came to “at least 42.8 million euros”.

The divisive 62-year-old rightwinger faces
up to a year in a prison and a fine of 3,750
euros if convicted. He could yet be spared
trial, however, given that the second investi-
gating magistrate in the case disagreed that
Sarkozy be put in the dock. Thirteen other
people will  be tried alongside him on
charges ranging from fraud to illegal cam-
paign financing, including Bygmalion’s man-
agement and Jerome Lavrilleux, deputy
manager of Sarkozy’s lavish 2012 campaign.
Lavrilleux and Bygmalion executives have
acknowledged the existence of fraud and
false accounting. 

Mass rallies
While the so-called Bygmalion case is the

most pressing, Sarkozy has been fighting
legal problems on several fronts. He is
charged with corruption and influence ped-
dling for allegedly offering to help a judge
swing a plum retirement job in return from
secret information about another case. He
has also been accused by former members
of Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi’s
regime of accepting millions in cash towards
his first presidential campaign in 2007 from
Gaddafi-claims he has vehemently denied.  

After retiring from politics following his
2012 defeat by the Socialist Party’s Francois
Hollande, he returned to take the helm of the
Republicans and sought the party’s presiden-
tial nod in this year’s election. In a surprise
result, he was eliminated in November in the
first round of a primary contest, trailing the
eventual winner, Fillon, and another ex-pre-
mier Alain Juppe. — AFP PARIS: France’s scandal-plagued presidential

race sank deeper into the mire yesterday after
centrist Emmanuel Macron was forced to deny
an extramarital  affair  and conser vative
Francois Fillon pressed on with efforts to sal-
vage his reputation. A slump in support for
Fillon after accusations that he used taxpayers’
money to pay his wife for work she may not
have done has propelled Macron into the top
spot in opinion polls.

Late on Monday, Macron, a centrist former
economy minister and ex-banker sought to kill
rumors of a gay relationship outside his mar-
riage to Brigitte Trogneux and push his cam-
paign on. “If you’re told I lead a double life with
Mr Gallet it ’s  because my hologram has
escaped,” Macron told supporters, referring to
Radio France chief executive Mathieu Gallet. A
spokeswoman said the comments were “a clear
denial of the rumors about his private life”.

It is Fillon’s campaign, though, that has been
hit by scandal. On Monday he apologized for
what he said was an error of judgment regard-
ing the employment of family members, but
said his wife’s work had been genuine and legal
and vowed to fight on. In a voter survey pub-
lished yesterday, 65 percent of respondents
polled after he made his comments said they
still wanted him replaced as candidate of the
center-right, a figure that will do little to soothe
anxieties within his party, The Republicans.

Le Canard Enchaine, the satirical weekly that
broke the scandal involving Fi l lon’s wife,
Penelope, made new allegations yesterday. In
addition to the roughly one million euros paid
to her and two of the couple’s adult children,
the newspaper said she had also received sev-
erance pay totalling €45,000 ($48,105) over the

years. Fillon said on Monday that he was a vic-
tim of “media lynching”. Heaping more pressure
on the centre-right party, it emerged that a
magistrate had ordered ex-president Nicolas
Sarkozy to stand trial over election financing
irregularities - a reminder of the party’s past
brushes with financial scandal.

History of scandal
French politics has a long history of financial

and personal scandals, and the country’s media
has become less shy about reporting the pri-
vate life of public figures. Revelations about the
love child of former President Francois
Mitterrand took years to come out in the press,
even though the facts were widely known by

journalists while he was in power between
1981 and 1995. But photographs of current
president, Francois Hollande, arriving outside
the flat of actress Julie Gayet on the back of a
motor scooter were splashed across front
pages while he was officially still in another
relationship.

Sarkozy’s divorce in 2007 just months after
his election and subsequent marriage to singer
and model Carla Bruni were also widely cov-
ered. And it was a sex-scandal that destroyed
the presidential hopes of former IMF chief
Dominique Strauss Kahn and gave Hollande his
chance for the 2012 presidency.

Financial scandals have, however, always
been fair game in the French media, and have
been numerous in the 21st centur y.  One
famous case during Sarkozy’s presidency was
the Elf oil company graft affair involving tens of
millions of dollars in kickbacks for the leaders
of African countries where the company was
investing. Former president Jacques Chirac was
given a two year suspended prison sentence
for misusing public funds in 2011, and Alain
Juppe, whom Fillon beat to the conservative
ticket last year, was convicted for a similar
offence dating back to 2004.

Fillon has said he will step down if he ends
up in court over the allegations against him -
now the subject of an official investigation into
whether his wife’s work was fictitious or not.
Yesterday, he launched a renewed attack on the
legitimacy of the financial prosecutor conduct-
ing the investigation - a body that was set up in
2013 under Hollande. “I now understand that it
was naive to believe that justice would be
served sensibly and rapidly,” Fillon told fellow
members of parliament yesterday. — Reuters

Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy

Sarkozy to be tried over 

2012 campaign financing

Macron dismisses extramarital affair 

PARIS: French conservative Francois Fillon
leaves after a press conference at his cam-
paign headquarters in Paris, France. — AP 
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GENEVA: When aid worker Megan
Nobert took up a humanitarian posting
in war-torn South Sudan, she knew she
would be stepping into the firing line.
She had training to prepare her for gun-
fire, road ambushes and kidnap. But she
did not expect the danger to come from
within her own ranks. “It still scares me to
know what has been done to my body
without my consent,” said the 30-year-old
Canadian, wrapping her hands around a
mug of warm tea. “I think about the cock-
tail of drugs put into my drink and I won-
der what the long term impact could be.”

Nobert, an international human rights
lawyer with expertise in sexual and gen-
der-based assault, had moved to Bentiu,
South Sudan, in January 2015 to work on
a UN peacekeeping base. It was there,
only a month after arriving, that her
drink was spiked with a mixture of
potentially lethal substances, including
morphine and codeine, she said. She was
then raped by her colleague, another
international member of staff. “Drugs are
very common in the humanitarian sec-
tor,” said Nobert, who moved to Geneva

a few months ago to campaign on the
issue of sexual violence in the aid sector.

Report the Abuse
“In South Sudan, for example, it ’s

incredibly easy to walk into a local phar-
macy, buy a load of drugs and mix them
together into a makeshift date rape
drug.” According to the latest statistics
gathered by Nobert’s campaign group
Report the Abuse, 54 percent of inci-
dents of sexual assault and abuse
against expatriate aid workers are carried
out by their international colleagues.
Catherine Plumridge, a security advisor,
said living in close quarters and in often
unstable environments can make
humanitarian workers more vulnerable
to sexual attacks. “In the field, you don’t
have a choice. Your world is very limited,”
she said. “You live together, you work
together, you socialize together. In theo-
ry, that should create a stronger commu-
nity but it seems to be the opposite
that’s happening.” Cases like Nobert’s are
not uncommon. The Headington
Institute in California estimates at least

one to two percent of aid workers have
experienced sexual assault during their
humanitarian career. 

The beating and gang rape of civilians,
including aid workers, in a rampage by
South Sudanese government troops at
the Hotel Terrain in the capital Juba last
July, has thrown light on the dangers, but
more needs to be done, officials say. “We
keep appealing but unfortunately these
incidents continue to happen,” said Babar
Baloch, Geneva-based spokesman for the
UN refugee agency UNHCR. “Aid workers
need the guarantee of their safety. We
continue to ask for humanitarian law to
be respected.”

Under-reported
Without proper reporting mecha-

nisms, victims of sexual violence are
often unwilling to speak out. Many fear
retaliation, with figures from Report the
Abuse showing that 24 percent of those
who report abuse are attacked again. “If
there was even a rumor of a kidnapping
or killing, it was reported,” Nobert said.
“But if there was a rumor of sexual vio-

lence, it was hush-hush.”
Attitudes to women in some conser-

vative societies where aid workers oper-
ate may make reporting sex attacks
more difficult. “We have had staff report
an incident to law enforcement and they
have been prosecuted for adultery or
extra-marital sex, or they have been
raped again by local law enforcement,”
said Plumridge, the security adviser.
Male aid workers are even more reluc-
tant to report of sexual assaults, she said.
“If men don’t have outward signs of
being beaten or assaulted, often they
don’t report because they feel it could be
perceived they consented to sex rather
than were raped.”

Aid workers often stay in one place
for just a few weeks or months before
moving on to the next crisis, perhaps
with a new organization. Short term
postings can contribute to the under-
reporting of sexual assaults and may
allow perpetrators to strike again, said
Lucy Heaven Taylor, a humanitarian
recruitment expert. “If a staff member is
moved on or leaves swiftly, you don’t

have the paper trail that allows you to
give an accurate reference to the next
organization that person works for.”
Before they are sent off on assignment,
especially to areas perceived as high risk,
UN staff undergo training “needed to
manage different scenarios that may
take place in the field,” said Jens Laerke, a
spokesman for the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(UNOCHA) in Geneva.

“Some of that preparation are real-life
simulation exercises; others may be
web-based,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “They will get a real
sense of how to behave in a variety of
different environments.” For rape sur-
vivors like Megan Nobert, grappling
with trauma and adapting to life in a
new city,  there is a long way to go
before the cycle of sexual violence
against aid workers is broken. “There is a
part of me that wonders what I should
have worn, should I  not have been
drinking or dancing? But I’ll never get
that answer and even if I did, it wouldn’t
change what happened.” —  Reuters

Drugged, raped: For aid workers, sexual assault is a hidden menace

GUWAHATI: Violent protests by male dominat-
ed indigenous groups in India’s northeast have
forced authorities to postpone a local election
that would, for the first time, guarantee seats for
women in urban civic bodies. Two people were
killed and dozens injured in Nagaland state last
week as indigenous groups torched government
vehicles and blocked roads in protest against
government plans to reserve one third of all
seats in local, urban authorities for women, state
officials said. 

Elections to the state’s local bodies, which
had been scheduled for Feb 1, have been put on
hold following the protests, they said. “Allowing
women reservations would be a scar on our age-
old customary laws,” said KT Vilie of the
Nagaland Tribes Action Committee, that is lead-
ing the campaign in opposition.

“It is also a gross violation of the Constitution,
which grants special status to Nagaland for pro-
tection of such laws,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. India’s Supreme Court last
year ruled in favor of a petition from the Naga
Mothers’ Association, the state’s leading
women’s rights group, and directed the state to
reserve seats for women in urban body elec-
tions. Nagaland has never elected a woman leg-
islator. Customary laws in the state also bar
women from heading village councils, land own-
ership and inheritance rights.

Women’s rights activists said the protests are
a reflection of the entrenched patriarchy that
denies them ownership of property, as well as a
place in the political hierarchy. “Our customary
laws are deeply rooted in patriarchy,” Monalisa
Changkija, a feminist writer, told the Indian
Express newspaper. “The fear is that women
would finally have a say in how resources are
used and shared in towns, which could then spill
over to villages (and) ... disrupt the status quo
that has marginalized Naga women politically

and economically,” she said. Despite a federal
law giving equal inheritance rights, women are
estimated to own only 13 percent of farmland in
India. And while India was among the first coun-
tries to have had a female prime minister, it
ranks worse than many other nations including
Indonesia and Bangladesh on the number of
women lawmakers. Women hold less than 12

percent of seats in parliament in India, com-
pared to a global average of 23 percent, accord-
ing to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the
London-based organization that helps develop-
ing democracies.

A Women’s Reservation Bill - which provides

for one-third of seats in national and state
assemblies to be reserved for women - was
introduced in 1996 and passed by India’s upper
house in 2010. It has never been ratified in the
lower house. The Naga Mothers’ Association said
women who contest elections in Nagaland are
routinely threatened with violence and ex-com-
munication, and often forced to withdraw. “Our

demand for women’s reservation is not aimed at
questioning the customary laws; nor do we
believe it is an infringement of our practices,”
said Rosemary Dzuvichu, an advisor to the
group. “We demand our constitutional rights as
equal citizens, as human beings.” — Reuters

Indian indigenous groups protest plan 

to give women political representation

Two killed, dozens injured in Nagaland

GUWAHATI: An Indian fisherman fishes in the Brahmaputra River in Guwahati. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: National Service recruits demonstrate hand-to-hand combat moves
as part of their two-month long basic training on Pulau Tekong off Singapore
yesterday. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: Singapore wil l  keep its
mandatory military service because it can-
not depend on help from others in an
uncertain world, the city-state’s defense
minister said yesterday. Ng Eng Hen said
conscription was crucial, especially for
smaller countries like Singapore, and
those who had abolished it ended up
regretting their decision. One such coun-
try is Lithuania, which scrapped mandato-
ry military service after the end of the
Cold War, the minister said. “But instead of
stability came the annexation of Crimea
and troubles in the Ukraine barely two
decades later,” Ng said in a speech to army
recruits on the 50th anniversar y of
National Service (NS).

“Today, Lithuania wants to reinstate NS
in the face of bold aggression but finds it
almost impossible to raise a strong mili-
tary when they need it most.” Ng also cited
Kuwait, which had to depend on US-led

coalition forces to push out Iraqi troops
which invaded in 1990. “Singapore cannot
depend on others to rescue it if we are
caught in a similar predicament,” he said.
The affluent city-state, surrounded by
much bigger neighbors, introduced the
draft in 1967, two years after its bitter split
with Malaysia.  Able-bodied men are eligi-
ble for conscription for two years once
they turn 18.

The Singapore military is among the
best equipped in Asia, with an arsenal that
includes submarines, F-15 and F-16 jet
fighters and Apache attack helicopters.
Ng’s remarks came amid tensions on the
Korean peninsula and competing territori-
al claims in the South China Sea that have
drawn the attention of the United States.
Regionally, Singapore has had periods of
testy relations with neighboring Indonesia
and Malaysia,  although ties have
improved. — AFP 

Singapore vows to keeps its 

mandatory military service 

KABUL: Afghan villagers were digging with
shovels and whatever else they could find in a
desperate race yesterday to save survivors
days after avalanches buried whole villages in
the mountainous north and east. Army heli-
copters were sent to deliver aid as rescuers on
the ground battled snowdrifts to reach
remote towns. But blocked roads and difficult
terrain meant rescue equipment was in short
supply in villages in worst-hit Nuristan
province, where at least 66 people have died-
including 53 in one village.

Abdul Rahim, a villager in Barg-e-Matal
district in Nuristan, said residents had used
“any tools possible” to shift piles of snow as
fears grow for those still buried underneath.
“We have no contact with several villages and
districts. A lot of people are still under the
snow, we have to rescue them as soon as pos-
sible,” he said. Rescuers have been battling to
reach the area since Sunday, when people,
houses and livestock vanished under heavy
snow as a series of avalanches struck in north,

east and central Afghanistan, blocking roads
and passes. Officials have said at least 119
people across several provinces were killed,
including 19 in Badakhshan and 16 in Parwan,
though figures are still being confirmed. The
UN’s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said that, with access to
affected areas difficult, it may be difficult to
ascertain the full extent of the damage. 

The defense ministry said the army had
been forced to airdrop supplies in some areas
hit by heavy snow and poor visibility.  Some
600 houses in Nuristan were destroyed, provin-
cial governor Hafiz Abdul Qayyom said, and the
rescue effort was continuing.  “So far 10 people
have been rescued and transported to neigh-
boring Nangarhar province for treatment.”

President Ashraf Ghani said yesterday that
avalanches and freezing weather had killed
160 people and destroyed hundreds of hous-
es across Afghanistan in the past six weeks.
“Natural disasters can hurt any country, but it

is hurting us most, because the war has limit-
ed our abilities. We can’t help the needy peo-
ple that way we should,” Ghani said. The
Taleban, who are waging a bloody insurgency
to topple the US-backed government, mocked
the government’s rescue efforts in a state-
ment and claimed they had helped dozens of
stranded travelers. 

Deadly avalanches are common in
Afghanistan’s mountainous areas in winter
and spring, and rescue efforts are frequently
hampered by lack of equipment. Some areas
in mountainous Badakhshan, for example, are
only accessible by road for three months a
year, and can take up to 20 days to reach by
road. Despite billions of dollars in internation-
al aid after the ousting of the Taleban regime
in 2001, Afghanistan remains among the
world’s poorest nations. Last month heavy
snowfall and freezing weather killed 27 chil-
dren, all under the age of five, in the northern
province of Jawzjan. — AFP 

NURISTAN PROVINCE: Afghan survivors of an avalanche search in the village of Hafsa in Nuristan Province. Rescuers are battling to reach sur-
vivors of avalanches in Afghanistan’s remote, mountainous north, as the death toll topped 100 and fears are growing for dozens of people still
believed trapped beneath the snow. — AFP 

Afghans dig for survivors

KABUL: Police officers inspect the site of suicide attack at the Supreme Court in
Kabul, Afghanistan yesterday. —AP 

KABUL: A suicide bomber attacked
Afghanistan’s Supreme Court just as staff
were leaving work yesterday, killing at least
19 people and injuring 41 in the second
attack on government institutions in under
a month. The bomber, who was on foot,
detonated the device in the parking lot as
employees were boarding a bus to go
home, interior ministry spokesman
Najibullah Danish said. The casualty figures
came from health ministry spokesman
Waheed Majroh, who said women and chil-
dren were among the wounded. 

Police blocked off the road around the
compound as panicked relatives of court
employees began to gather and ambu-
lances and fire trucks arrived. The com-
pound is sited on the road leading from
Kabul international airport to the US
embassy. Last month twin suicide blasts
claimed by Taleban insurgents tore
through employees exiting a parliament
annexe in Kabul, killing 30 people and
wounding 80.  

The carnage underscores growing inse-
curity in Afghanistan, where local forces are
struggling to combat a resilient Taleban

insurgency as well as Al-Qaeda and Islamic
State militants more than two years after
NATO’s combat mission ended.

On Monday the United Nations said
civilian casualties in Afghanistan in 2016
were the highest recorded by the world
body, with nearly 11,500 non-combatants-
one third of them children-killed or wound-
ed. Earlier this month an official US watch-
dog said the death rate among Afghan
troops and police soared last year as the
government’s overall control of the country
declined significantly. 

The grim new statistics paint a picture of
a beleaguered nation still in the grip of a
security crisis, despite many years and bil-
lions of dollars spent building up
Afghanistan’s army and police. No group
has yet claimed responsibility for yester-
day’s attack, but the Taleban have targeted
the court previously. 

They killed 15 civilians with a suicide
car bomb at the entrance to the com-
pound in 2013. At the time the insurgent
group threatened further attacks on the
judiciary if it continued to sentence its mil-
itants to death. — AFP 

Suicide bomber kills at least 

19 at Afghanistan top court
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MANILA: The Philippines said yesterday
it expects China to try to build on a reef
close to its coast in a move it called “unac-
ceptable” and “very disturbing”.
Reclamation of Scarborough Shoal off
the main Philippine island of Luzon in a
disputed area of the South China Sea
could escalate tensions between Beijing
and Washington. Here are five facts about
the shoal and why it is a potential flash-
point in Asia. 

What is it? 
Scarborough Shoal is a small ring of

reefs that lies about 230 kilometers from
the Philippines and 650 kilometers from
the nearest major Chinese land mass, the
southern island province of Hainan.  It is
rich with marine life that fishermen from
the Philippines, China and Vietnam have
tapped for generations. Although it is in
the Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zone,
China and Taiwan also claim it falls within
their sovereign territory, part of a broader
row over territorial rights in the South
China Sea.  

Why is it important? 
Beijing has moved aggressively in

recent years to cement its claims to most
of the South China Sea, assert military
control over the waters and thus weaken
US influence. China has built islands and
airstrips on reefs and islets in the Spratlys
archipelago, a strategic location in the
southern part of the sea.  A US-based
think tank released photos in December
showing Beijing appeared to have
installed weapons systems at its outposts
in the area. Because of its position, anoth-
er military outpost at Scarborough Shoal
is seen as the last major physical step
required to secure control of the sea.  An
outpost at the shoal would also put
Chinese fighter jets and missiles within
easy striking distance of US forces sta-
tioned in the Philippines.  The shoal also
commands the northeast exit of the sea,
so a Chinese military outpost there could
stop other countries’ navies from using
the vital stretch of waters.

What has happened?
The shoal became part of US territory

when the Philippines was made an
American colony through the Treaty of

Paris in 1898. It was transferred to the
Philippines upon independence in 1946.
The Philippine navy then used it as a gun-
nery range for joint exercises with US
forces, who had permanent bases nearby
on Luzon island until 1991. China took
effective control of the shoal after an
April 2012 stand-off with the Philippine
Navy, and blocked Filipino fishermen
from entering the shoal. A UN-backed tri-
bunal ruled last year that China’s claims
to the South China Sea had no legal basis.
It also ruled that blocking Filipino fisher-
men at the shoal was illegal. However
after new Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte visited Beijing in October,
Filipinos were allowed to fish again
around the shoal.  Duterte then took a
“unilateral” decision to make the lagoon
at Scarborough a protected marine sanc-
tuary, drawing criticism from local fisher-
men who feared another blockade. 

What happens next?
China vowed to ignore the tribunal’s

ruling and press on with artificial island
building. Yet it denied doing any con-
struction work at the shoal.  Then-US
President Barack Obama reportedly
warned Chinese President Xi Jinping last
year against building an island at the
shoal, establishing a so-called “red line”.At
his confirmation hearing the new
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said
Washington should block Beijing’s access
to its artificial islands.  Philippine Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana yesterday said
that China was “trying to get
Scarborough” as part of a strategy to
counter US influence in the region. 

Risk of military confrontation? 
China has proved it is willing to use

deadly force to back its claims in the
South China Sea. Beijing gained control
of the Paracel Islands in 1974 following
clashes with the South Vietnamese Navy
that left about 50 Vietnamese troops
dead.  Vietnam and China fought a naval
battle on Johnson Reef in the Spratlys in
1988 that killed about 70 Vietnamese mil-
itary personnel. Washington does not
want to get into a war with Beijing, but
Trump and his cabinet picks have so far
issued contradictory statements on the
South China Sea. — AFP 

TOKYO: A Japanese Christian samurai
who died in exile about 400 years ago
after refusing to renounce his faith was
beatified by the Catholic Church in an
elaborate mass yesterday. About 12,000
people attended the ceremony for
Takayama Ukon in Osaka which was con-
ducted by Cardinal Angelo Amato, repre-
senting Pope Francis, and is a step on the
path to possible sainthood.  Christianity
came to Japan in 1549, introduced by
Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier and for
decades the faith made dramatic inroads
before coming under official persecution
in the late 16th and 17th centuries that
forced it underground. 

Takayama, born in 1552, was a
renowned feudal warlord who protected
Christians at a time when authorities
attempted to stamp out all vestiges of
the religion. He died in Manila in 1615 in
exile after refusing to renounce the faith
as demanded by the shogun, or military
ruler of Japan, who viewed Christianity

as a threat to national security and inde-
pendence as Western colonialism made
inroads in Asia.

In the ceremony yesterday, hundreds
sang in a choir, while red-robed clergy
read from the Bible. Amato, reading an
Apostolic Letter from Francis, “pro-
claimed as Blessed” Takayama, lauded as
a man who chose faith over worldly suc-
cess and material comfort. His beatifica-
tion coincides with renewed attention
on the history of Christianity in Japan
with the release of the Martin Scorsese
movie “Silence”.  The film, a pet project of
the renowned American director, chroni-
cles the plight of Jesuit missionaries in
Japan when Christians were tortured to
force them to renounce their faith.

The movie was adapted from
Japanese author Shusaku Endo’s 1966
novel of the same name. Christianity was
initially met with a mix of curiosity and
acceptance among members of the
Japanese public. Its popularity spread

and there were an estimated 220,000 to
300,000 followers in Japan in the early
1600s out of a population of 15-20 mil-
lion.  But powerful warlords with nation-
al influence, cognisant of the Spanish
takeover of the Philippines, began to fear
the foreign faith and efforts to erase it
began in 1587.

Missionaries were expelled, while
Japanese adherents were ordered to
publicly renounce their faith, some-
times by stepping on a likeness of Jesus
or the Virgin Mary. In 1614, the govern-
ment banned Christianity completely.
Takayama, who was acclaimed as a
master of Japanese tea ceremony, was
not subject to abuse when he refused
to renounce his faith unlike many of his
fellow believers. The Japanese govern-
ment calculated in 2015 that there
were at  least  962,731 Christ ians-
Catholic and Protestant-in the country,
accounting for less than one percent of
the population. — AFP 

Catholic Church beatifies Japanese samurai

TOKYO: Shinzo Abe heads to the US this week-
and to a game of golf with Donald Trump-teeing
off a drive to keep Japan’s most important rela-
tionship out of the rough. After a formal summit
in Washington, the Japanese prime minister is
expected to board Air Force One with the new
US president and jet off to Florida for some time
together on the links. For Abe, a round of golf
could be an opportunity to avoid the hazards
that other world leaders have encountered in
their dealings with the unconventional com-
mander-in-chief. “So far, Trump has described
Japan as if it is an imagined enemy,” said
Fumiaki Kubo, an expert on US politics at the
University of Tokyo.  The idea of meeting in
person “is better than fighting during a phone
conversation,” he said, alluding to reports of
the heated call between Trump and Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, which by
some accounts ended abruptly.

“You can’t escape a conversation by hanging
up the phone inside Air Force One,” Kubo said,
noting that spending such a long time with
Trump would be a chance for Abe to brief him
about the basic facts of the Japan-US relation-
ship.  In the more than seven decades since
defeat in World War II, Japan has risen to become
a steadfast ally of the United States. There are
47,000 US service personnel based in Japan, pro-
viding protection for their hosts and offering an
invaluable forward position in East Asia for the
Americans. The two countries enjoy a huge trade
relationship-goods and services worth about
$200 billion pass between them every year. But
Trump’s unorthodox White House run was built,
in part, on throwing shade on relations with
friends and enemies alike. The former reality TV
star, in comments to business executives, has
assailed Japan for allegedly devaluing the yen,
grouping it with other countries he says are tak-
ing “advantage” of the US.

‘Friendly nation’
Japanese companies have also felt his ire on

Twitter, with car behemoth Toyota getting an
earbashing over a planned factory in Mexico.
Perhaps most worryingly for many Japanese,
Trump suggested during his campaign Tokyo
was not paying its fair share for the huge US mili-
tary presence, hinting that he might pull
American troops and saying Japan should devel-
op its own nuclear deterrent. At a time of rising

uncertainty caused by unpredictable North
Korea and China’s increasing willingness to press
its case in territorial and other regional disputes,
that unsettled Tokyo. Despite a professed will-
ingness to bolster their own military, the hawk-
ish Abe and his supporters know a US draw-
down would badly upend East Asia and leave
Japan vulnerable.

In the immediate aftermath of Trump’s shock
election victory last November, Abe hurried to
New York, becoming the first global leader to
meet the president-elect.  The meeting, at
Trump’s gilded Manhattan penthouse, seemed
to go off well.  Abe presented Trump with a golf
driver, reportedly worth around $4,500, and met
daughter Ivanka and her husband Jared
Kushner, both seen as having the president’s ear.
But if the prime minister was hoping for an
immediate return on his investment, he might
have been disappointed. Within days of taking
the Oval Office, Trump yanked the US from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a complex free-

trade agreement in which Abe had invested a lot
of political capital.

The move fulfilled a campaign promise for the
property baron-turned-president, but left allies in
Asia spinning; the TPP was an economic guaran-
tee of US commitment to the region. Undeterred,
Abe has tried to keep things on an even keel,
holding his counsel on some of Trump’s more
divisive moves even as allies like Germany openly
frown at his controversial ban on refugees. And
when he heads to Washington for their official
meeting on February 10, Abe will come bearing
gifts: an economic cooperation package that
reportedly includes plans to help create 700,000
US jobs through Japanese investment in
American infrastructure. Showing a commitment
to US employment—a key campaign promise of
the president—is “part of Japan’s efforts to
explain to Trump that it is a friendly nation” not
just in security but also economics, said Mikitaka
Masuyama, professor of politics at the National
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. — AFP

OSAKA: An illustration of Christian samurai Ukon Takayama (1553-1615),
depicted by Japanese artist Kazuko Mimaki, is projected onto a screen during
Takayama’s beatification ceremony in Osaka yesterday.  — AFP 

Fairway diplomacy? 
Abe putting hope in golf with Trump

MANILA: Manila expects China to try to build on a reef
off the coast of the Philippines, the country’s defense
secretary said yesterday, adding this would be “unac-
ceptable” in the flashpoint waterway. In an interview
with AFP, Delfin Lorenzana said he believed China would
eventually reclaim Scarborough Shoal, just 230 kilome-
ters from the main Philippine island of Luzon. Beijing has
already built up a number of islets and reefs in the
Spratly Islands in the South China Sea, installing military
facilities on several of them. Analysts say similar installa-
tions on nearby Scarborough Shoal could give China
effective military control over the disputed Sea-some-
thing the US has said it is not prepared to accept.

“They encroached,” Lorenzana said of a 2012 con-
frontation that saw Philippine vessels displaced from the
shoal. “They occupied three islands there (in the Spratlys)
plus they are trying to get Scarborough. So to us that is
unacceptable”. “If we allow them, they will build. That’s
very, very disturbing. Very much (more) disturbing than
Fiery Cross because this is so close to us,” Lorenzana

added, referring to one of the Philippine-claimed reefs
China has built on.  Because of its position, another mili-
tary outpost at Scarborough Shoal is seen as the last
major physical step required to secure control of the sea.
An outpost there would also put Chinese fighter jets and
missiles within easy striking distance of US forces sta-
tioned in the Philippines.  

The shoal also commands the northeast exit of the
sea, so a Chinese military outpost there could stop other
countries’ navies from using the waterway.A UN-backed
tribunal-in a case brought by Manila under then-presi-
dent Benigno Aquino-ruled last year that the so-called
“nine-dash-line” which underpins Beijing’s claim to most
of the South China Sea had no legal basis.  

But his successor Rodrigo Duterte has courted China
and backed away from his country’s close relationship with
the United States. Lorenzana said the Chinese island recla-
mation was intended to secure control of the South China
Sea.  “That could be their strategy to counter any superpow-
er that would encroach on South China Sea because they

believe South China Sea is-that’s like their lake to them-
theirs,” he added. The administration of new US President
Donald Trump has indicated it will push back against any
Chinese attempt to bolster control of the sea. During confir-
mation hearings, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said the US
would block Chinese access to reclaimed islands, although
analysts have pointed out that this would require a military
blockade-an act of war. 

Lorenzana called Tillerson’s remark “very troubling”,
adding the Philippines would become the battleground if
conflict broke out between the two superpowers. He
added that China tried to build on Scarborough last year
but American warnings stopped them.  “The Americans,
that’s their red line. Red line meaning you can’t do that
there, so they (China) did not do it.” “If we had a strong
military presence (in the South China Sea), we can stop
them (China) but we don’t. I am still hoping in the future
some reasonable guy there in Beijing will come to see the
light that this is ours.” “That is shooting for the moon but
who knows?” Lorenzana added. — AFP

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte angrily
berated more than 200 allegedly erring policemen on
national TV yesterday and said he would send them to a
southern island to fight extremists dreaded for their
beheadings. Duterte’s expletive-filled outburst against the
officers at Manila’s presidential palace was his latest tirade
against a police force that he has called “rotten to the core.” 

He recently banned the national police from carrying
out his anti-drug campaign after a group of officers used
the crackdown as a cover to kidnap and kill a South Korean
man in an extortion scandal.  The 228 policemen from met-
ropolitan Manila are accused of a range of administrative
and criminal offenses, including extortion and illegal
arrests. Some have tested positive for drug use, regional
police spokeswoman Inspector Kimberly Molitas said.  

Duterte, a longtime crime-busting city mayor and gov-
ernment prosecutor who ran after erring policemen and
soldiers before he rose to the presidency in June, said he
had wanted to punish the policemen by ordering them to
clear the murky Pasig River by the presidential palace of
water lilies, but that the river was clear of lilies. So he
ordered them instead to prepare in two weeks for a two-
year deployment to Basilan Island, the birthplace of the
brutal Abu Sayyaf extremist group, where he said some
police stations have been blown up by the terrorists.

“If you survive, come back here,” Duterte told the police-
men, who were made to stand in the sun before him outside
the Malacanang palace. “If you die there, I’ll tell the police not
to spend to bring you here and just bury you there.” Duterte
said the policemen can opt to resign but warned them about
getting involved in criminal syndicates like some former
police and military personnel. “I will create a battalion just to
keep track of your movements because it has been the sad
experience of this country that the most vicious criminals are
mostly ex-police or sometimes, ex-military men,” he told the
policemen, their heads bowed, threatening them with death if
they venture into crime. “Sorry, I won’t think twice, you would
really be the ones to go down in extrajudicial killings,” said
Duterte, who stood beside top police officials. 

Some rogue policemen have mulcted street vendors and
ordinary Filipinos, while others have killed drug dealers,
seized and sold their methamphetamine, a strongly addictive
stimulant locally known as shabu, then pocketed the money,
Duterte said.  “If you’re mad at me, wait until my presidency
ends, then let’s go into a gunbattle,” said the president, who
started his six-year term in June. Duterte abruptly ended his
talk to lead a Cabinet meeting, but asked the policemen to
wait for him under the sun. — AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s main opposition Democratic Party leader Renho walks past her portraits as she
leaves after her press conference at the party’s headquarters in Tokyo. The head of Japan’s
main opposition party has called on Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to speak up against President
Donald Trump’s refugee ban ahead of their summit next week. — AFP 

Asia’s disputed shoal

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte (center by the podium) speaks to erring policemen during an audience at the Presidential Palace grounds in Manila yesterday. — AP 

China likely to build on a reef near Philippines
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Opposition lawmakers have been vocal against the
government’s perceived failure and inaction.
Opposition MPs have already threatened to grill several
ministers and the prime minister himself over a number
of issues including revocations of citizenship, price
hikes and others. The opposition is now targeting to
force the government to withdraw the hike in petrol
prices, which went into effect in September last year,
and to abolish a law passed by the Assembly to increase
by large margins the rates of electricity and water,
which is due to take effect from May.

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani warned yesterday that he
will hold the prime minister and the finance minister
politically responsible for any increase in prices or
decision to impose taxes. The warning means that he
could file to grill them. The lawmaker warned the gov-
ernment against taking any decision that could over-
burden citizens or expatriates, adding that the mer-
chants will not be affected in any way since they will
increase the cost of their products or services. Adasani
called for a comprehensive revision of the govern-

ment’s economic reforms charter which was present-
ed to the previous Assembly.

Dallal called on the government to suspend all price
hikes at present, adding that the government’s eco-
nomic reforms will be studied by the Assembly in its
next session. He said that the government is required
to submit a clear program for reducing expenses of
government departments, including special expendi-
ture. Dallal said that if the government succeeds in
reducing expenditure, unnecessary projects, private
travels and others, it will not need to raise prices of
services and fuels.

Meanwhile, the court of cassation, the highest court
in the country whose rulings are final, yesterday reject-
ed a challenge by former MP Abdullah Al-Barghash,
whose citizenship had been revoked by the govern-
ment. The court supported the government’s decision
to revoke the citizenship of Barghash and 57 members
of his extended family. The lower court had scrapped
the government decision, but the appeals court said it
was not competent to look into the case because it was
a sovereign issue. The cassation court yesterday sup-
ported the appeals court’s view.

Sheikh Mohammad gets info portfolio...
Continued from Page 1

France called the bill a “new attack on the two-state solu-
tion”, while Britain said it “damages Israel’s standing with its
international partners”. Turkey “strongly condemned” the law
and Israel’s “unacceptable” settlement policy, and the Arab
League accused Israel of “stealing the land and appropriating
the property of Palestinians”. UN Middle East peace envoy
Nickolay Mladenov told AFP the bill crossed a “thick red line”
towards annexation of the West Bank - the largest part of the
Palestinian territories. “(The law) opens the potential for the
full annexation of the West Bank and therefore undermines
substantially the two-state solution,” he said.

The United States refused to comment, however, in stark
contrast to the settlement criticism repeatedly voiced under
Barack Obama. The State Department said President Donald
Trump’s new administration “needs to have the chance to
fully consult with all parties on the way forward”. Separately
to the new law, Israel has approved more than 6,000 settler
homes since Trump took office on January 20 having sig-
naled a softer stance on the issue than his predecessor.

The law, which passed 60 to 52 in its final reading, will
allow Israel to legally seize Palestinian private land on which
Israelis built outposts without knowing it was private prop-

erty or because the state allowed them to do so. Palestinian
owners will be compensated financially or with other land. It
would apply to around 53 outposts as well as some houses
within existing settlements, potentially legalizing more than
3,800 homes, according to anti-settlement NGO Peace Now,
which called the law “another step towards annexation and
away from a two-state solution”.

To some Israelis, the law reflects their god-given right
over the territory, regardless of the courts, the Palestinians
and the international community. “All of the Land of Israel
belongs to the Jewish people,” said Science Minister Ofir
Akunis of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud par-
ty, using the biblical term that includes the West Bank.
“This right is eternal and indisputable.”

Palestinian official Hanan Ashrawi called for the interna-
tional community to assume its “moral, human and legal
responsibilities and put an end to Israel’s lawlessness”.
Human Rights Watch said the legislation “reflects Israel’s
manifest disregard of international law”. “The Trump
administration cannot shield them from the scrutiny of the
International Criminal Court,” HRW warned. Bezalel
Smotrich of the far-right Jewish Home party, one of the
forces behind the legislation, thanked the American peo-
ple for electing Trump as president, “without whom the law
would have probably not passed”. —AFP 

Israel legalizes settler homes
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“Snollygoster”, an unprincipled but shrewd person,
has also returned to the dictionary after being dropped
in 2003 because it had “fallen nearly completely from
use,” according to the dictionary’s website. Originally
used in the name-calling politics of 19th-century
America, snollygoster was brought back into the main-

stream due to conservative TV host Bill O’Reilly’s fre-
quent use of in recent years. 

The fresh entries also include “Seussian”, for “having a
playful or outlandish quality” relating to the works of
beloved children’s writer Dr Seuss, aka Theodore Geisel
and “microbiome”, for communities of bacteria, fungi
and viruses inhabiting a particular environment, most
notably the human body. — Agencies 

When you ghost, you throw shade? 
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“That doesn’t mean the stadiums only, we are talking
about highways, rail, ports, airports, those are really
underway, even hospitals and everything.” He added: “We
are really giving ourselves a good chance of delivering
things on time and we don’t want to get in a place that
we start painting while people are coming to the country.”

Asked if this would make Qatar’s tournament the most
expensive World Cup ever, the minister said no. “We are
putting $200 billion in terms of infrastructure... If you look
at stand alone, the World Cup, no it is not.” Emadi, who
was speaking to a group of international journalists on a
government-invited press trip, said the money for World
Cup projects had been protected from cuts despite Qatar
experiencing budget constraints in recent times because
of energy price fluctuations.

Last year, Qatar ran an estimated budget deficit of
more than $12 billion, its first in 15 years. The state budg-
et for 2017 was approved with a deficit of $7.7 billion.
Qatar, which has the world’s third-largest natural gas

reserves and produces up to 800,000 barrels of oil a day,
has been forced to tighten its belt following a 2014 col-
lapse in the price of crude. The market has now partially
recovered and Emadi said that Qatar is “very comfortable”
with current oil prices.  

Asked if Qatar would consider financing its deficit by
selling debt on international bond markets this year, he
said no final decision had yet been taken by the govern-
ment. He said in consort with other Gulf nations, Qatar
will introduce a value added tax, probably in 2018. He
denied that this could pave the way for an eventual intro-
duction of an income tax in Qatar.

Emadi told reporters that all six members of the Gulf
Cooperation Council had signed onto the VAT agree-
ment. He added a Jan 1 implementation date could be
delayed a year if countries need more time to prepare.
He gave few details, but an earlier framework agree-
ment calls for a 5 percent levy on some goods. Gulf
budgets have come under strain due to a slump in ener-
gy prices and increased spending and population
growth. — Agencies  

QATAR SPENDING $500M A WEEK...

Continued from Page 1

A twisted set of “special rules” governed the facility:
detainees were not allowed to speak  and were forced
to assume certain positions when guards entered their
cells.

“The horrors depicted in this report reveal a hidden,
monstrous campaign, authorized at the highest levels
of the Syrian government, aimed at crushing any form
of dissent within the Syrian population,” said Maalouf.
“The cold-blooded killing of thousands of defenseless
prisoners, along with the carefully crafted and systemat-
ic programs of psychological and physical torture that

are in place inside Saydnaya prison cannot be allowed
to continue,” she said. Amnesty said it gave the names
of 87 prison officials and guards responsible for the
atrocities to unspecified “bodies capable of conducting
credible investigations” into the killings. 

The foreign ministers of Britain and France decried
Amnesty’s findings. Boris Johnson tweeted: “Sickened
by reports from Amnesty International on executions in
Syria. Assad responsible for so many deaths and has no
future as leader.” “@Amnesty has documented the hor-
ror in the prisons of the Syrian regime. This barbarity
cannot be the future of Syria,” said France’s Jean-Marc
Ayrault. — Agencies  

Amnesty: 13,000 hanged at Syria jail

RIYADH: A Saudi billionaire’s pan-Arab TV news channel
was declared “dead” yesterday, ending a two-year
search for a new home after it was shut down by
Bahraini authorities. Bahrain pulled the plug on the
Alarab News Channel in Feb 2015 after it aired an inter-
view with an opponent of the kingdom’s rulers on its
first day of broadcasting. Since then the channel had
looked for a new home elsewhere in the Middle East,
but without success. 

“It is dead,” a high-level source familiar with its opera-
tions told AFP yesterday. The station was owned by out-
spoken Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, a member of the
Saudi ruling family. A memo to staff said that Feb 6 was
the last day of work for Alarab’s employees. It said the
past two years had been “a trying time with best efforts

exerted” to re-launch the operation. “The time has come
now for a final decision to be made regarding the future
of the channel,” the memo said. “Therefore and regret-
fully, the management has decided to cease its opera-
tion with an immediate effect.”

More than 100 employees had remained on the
payroll, the high-level source said, adding that he did
not know how much money the television venture had
cost. He said he was “not at liberty” to say what led to
the final shutdown decision. Alarab had vowed to
practice “objective” journalism in a politically charged
Middle East region where leading regional broadcast-
ers have been accused of bias. It had an initial staff of
about 280 and planned to have correspondents in 30
countries.  — AFP 

Pan-Arab TV channel ‘dead’



B
urning passions over Donald Trump’s
presidency are taking a personal toll
on both sides of the political divide.

For Gayle McCormick, it is particularly
wrenching: She has separated from her
husband of 22 years. The retired California
prison guard, a self-described “Democrat
leaning toward socialist”, was stunned
when her husband casually mentioned
during a lunch with friends last year that he
planned to vote for Trump - a revelation
she described as a “deal breaker”.

“It totally undid me that he could vote
for Trump,” said McCormick, 73, who had
not thought of leaving the conservative
Republican before but felt “betrayed” by his
support for Trump. “I felt like I had been
fooling myself,” she said. “It opened up
areas between us I had not faced before. I
realized how far I had gone in my life to
accept things I would have never accepted
when I was younger.”

Three months after the most divisive
election in modern US politics fractured
families and upended relationships, a num-
ber of Americans say the emotional
wounds are as raw as ever and show few
signs of healing. The rancor has not dissi-
pated as it has in the aftermath of other
recent contentious US elections. A
Reuters/Ipsos opinion poll shows it has
worsened, suggesting a widening of the
gulf between Republicans and Democrats
and a hardening of ideological positions
that sociologists and political scientists say
increases distrust in government and will
make political compromise more difficult.

The Reuters/Ipsos poll of 6,426 people,
taken from Dec 27 to Jan. 18, shows the
number of respondents who argued with
family and friends over politics jumped 6

percentage points from a pre-election poll
at the height of the campaign in October,
up to 39 percent from 33 percent. Sixteen
percent said they have stopped talking to a
family member or friend because of the
election - up marginally from 15 percent.
That edged higher, to 22 percent, among
those who voted for Democrat Hillary
Clinton. Overall, 13 percent of respondents
said they had ended a relationship with a
family member or close friend over the elec-
tion, compared to 12 percent in October.

“It’s been pretty rough for me,” said Rob
Brunello, 25, of Mayfield Heights, Ohio, a
truck driver who faced a backlash from
friends and family for backing Trump. “People
couldn’t believe Trump could beat Hillary.
They are having a hard time adjusting to it,”
he said. The White House did not respond to
a request for comment on the poll results.

Amid the rancor, friendships bloom
At the same time, many people reported

their relationships have not suffered
because of the election. The poll found
about 40 percent had not argued with a
family member or friend over the race. The
election also enabled a significant number
to forge new bonds - 21 percent said they
became friends with someone they did not
know because of the election, though the
poll question did not ask respondents to
specify if the friendship was with someone
from a different party.

Sandi Corbin, a retiree in East Galesburg,
Illinois, said she has visited some of the
new friends she made because of their
shared support for Clinton. “We talk all the
time now,” she said. “I would say that’s a
plus from the election.” The election’s fervor
has spilled into the streets since Trump’s

inauguration on Jan 20. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people marched in protest on the
day after Trump took office, and there have
been demonstrations against a travel ban
on visitors from seven Muslim-majority
countries.  Arguing over Trump has become
a bitter reality for many Americans. “Once
people found out I had voted for Trump the
stuff started flying,” said William Lomey, 64,
a retired cop in Philadelphia who no longer
speaks with a friend he grew up with after
they clashed on Facebook over the elec-
tion. “I questioned him on a few things, he
didn’t like it, he blew up and left me a nasty
message and we haven’t talked since.” He
said his friend is gay and worries about
Trump’s sometimes demeaning campaign
rhetoric about minority groups including
Muslims, Hispanics, immigrants and the
disabled. “I think people are getting too
wound up,” Lomey said. 

Sue Koren, 57, a Clinton supporter in
Dayton, Ohio, said she can barely speak to
her two Trump-backing sons and has
unfriended “maybe about 50” people on
Facebook who support the president. “Life
is not what it was before the election,” she
said.  “It’s my anger, my frustration, my dis-
belief. They think our current president is a
hero and I think he’s a nut.”

George Ingmire, 48, a radio documen-
tary producer in New Orleans, said he broke
off a close relationship with an uncle who
had helped him through his father’s suicide
because of his uncle’s fervent support for
Trump. “We had some back and forth and it
just got really deep, really ugly,” Ingmire
said. “I don’t see this ever being fixed.”

Facebook fights
Many personal conflicts erupt on social

media. In the Reuters/Ipsos poll, 17 per-
cent said they had blocked a family mem-
ber or close friend on social media because
of the election, up 3 percentage points
from October. 

LeShanda Loatman, 35, a black
Republican real estate agent from
Delaware, has severed ties on social media
with former co-workers and old friends
over their support for Trump and their criti-
cism of the Black Lives Matter movement
against violence and racism against blacks.

“I haven’t come across anybody who
was openly belligerent about the election
or Black Lives Matter movement when I
was out in public. It’s just on Facebook,”
said Loatman, who voted for Green Party
candidate Jill  Stein. Eventually,
McCormick’s husband changed his mind
about Trump and wrote in former House of
Representatives Speaker Newt Gingrich in
November, but by that time she had decid-
ed to strike out on her own.

While the couple plans to vacation
together and will not get divorced - “we’re
too old for that” - she recently settled in her
own place in Bellingham, Washington. “It
really came down to the fact I needed to
not be in a position where I had to argue
my point of view 24/7. I didn’t want to
spend the rest of my life doing that,” said
McCormick, who ultimately cast a write-in
vote for Democratic U\S Senator Bernie
Sanders of Vermont.

In St Charles, Missouri, retired tour com-
pany operator Dennis Conner, who is a
Trump supporter, says he has avoided con-
frontations with his brother, sister-in-law
and brother-in-law, who were Clinton back-
ers. His advice: “We don’t have to talk about
politics.” — Reuters  
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Focus

Latam resilience 

tested by disasters 

recession, Trump

F
altering growth in many Latin American nations
could aggravate the impact of disasters and other
shocks on their people, warn development

experts, pointing to Venezuela’s crippling food short-
ages and the struggle to rebuild storm-hit Haiti.
Alongside clinging onto gains in lifting people out of
poverty as some governments shave social spending,
the region faces multiple challenges - from violent
crime spurring migration from Central America, to
drought in Bolivia and help for conflict-hit parts of
Colombia after its recent peace deal.

“Venezuela is a crisis out of proportion to what we’ve
seen in this hemisphere for a long, long time,” said Luisa
Villegas, a senior program director with the Pan
American Development Foundation (PADF). “Venezuela
is so extreme just because you have a government that
won’t admit there is a crisis, so it’s very hard for the inter-
national community to provide aid,” she added. A gener-
ation of Venezuelan children could suffer developmen-
tal problems stemming from poor nutrition in the coun-
try, which is plagued by soaring prices, chronic food
shortages and limited access to healthcare, she said.

Efforts to strengthen people’s resilience across Latin
America could be hampered by weak economic growth
after two years of recession against a backdrop of slid-
ing natural resource prices. Brazil is set to emerge from
its worst-ever downturn, but 12 million are out of work
in the country. The International Labour Organization
has predicted unemployment will creep up to 8.4 per-
cent this year across the region, which ranks as the
world’s most unequal.

“In many countries, there’s not necessarily the scope
to expand social programmes, especially anti-poverty
programs,” said Suzanne Duryea, principal economist
for the Inter-American Development Bank’s social divi-
sion. Those programs, which often include schemes to
pay families to vaccinate their children or enrol them in
school, already have “considerable coverage” in Brazil
and Mexico, while Ecuador is starting to scale back cash
transfers, she added. The bank is focusing on programs
that provide short-term social protection while aiming
to improve the quality of health and education in the
long run, she said.

Disaster risk
Hurricane Matthew - which killed up to 1,000 people

as it ripped through Haiti last October, leaving 1.4 mil-
lion in need of aid - showed that better preparation for
disasters remains crucial in a region prone to droughts,
floods, storms and earthquakes, said experts. “There’s a
very large gap... between the capacity in a country like
Cuba - and even the Dominican Republic next door -
and the capacities of Haiti,” said Jessica Faieta, Latin
America and Caribbean director for the United Nations
Development Program.

She emphasized the need to invest in protecting
people from disasters and helping communities organ-
ize themselves better to prevent loss of life. While early
warning and civil defence systems have improved sig-
nificantly across the region, the work is far from fin-
ished, said Niels Holm-Nielsen, the World Bank’s lead
specialist for disaster risk management. “We still see
large disasters that kill a lot of people, so more progress
needs to happen. It’s true both in Latin America and at
a global level,” he said.

Alleviating the lingering effects of a widespread
drought linked to the El Nino climate pattern is another
priority, said development experts. Northeast Brazil,
Guatemala and other areas of Central America have
been hit, with protests erupting in Bolivia which is suf-
fering its worst drought in 25 years.

Trump threat
Another major problem undermining development

across the region is organized crime. Rising gang vio-
lence in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras has
made those countries the most deadly outside of a war
zone, according to the UN refugee agency (UNHCR),
which has said the region is facing a refugee crisis as
hundreds of thousands flee their homes.

Economic migrants, meanwhile, face an uncertain
outlook due to expected shifts in Washington’s policies
under US President Donald Trump, which are likely to
hit Mexico the hardest. Trump has said he wants to
clamp down on people illegally entering the United
States from Mexico by building a controversial wall
along the border - which he may fund by slapping a 20
percent import tax on goods produced in Mexico.

He could also potentially follow through on a threat
to deport millions of Latin American illegal immigrants
living in the United States. — Reuters

Wounds still raw after US election 

D
avid Beckham’s squeaky-clean image as a British
cultural icon has taken a battering following the
leaking of expletive-strewn emails in which he

apparently raged about not receiving a knighthood.
The former England football captain is said to have
sworn in emails to his PR team after being told he
would not be made “Sir David” by Queen Elizabeth II
because of concerns about his tax affairs. A spokesman
for the 41-year-old said the emails, released by the
Football Leaks website, were “hacked and doctored” to
give a “deliberately inaccurate picture”.

But there has been a backlash against Beckham
from sections of Britain’s tabloid media. Monday’s Daily
Mail spoke of the “Shame of Saint Becks”, with a colum-
nist pronouncing him “a foul-mouthed, determined
egotist” who had used charity work as part of an
“increasingly desperate” bid for a knighthood. Reports
which emerged on Friday said the former Manchester
United and Real Madrid star refused to put his own
money into his humanitarian 7 Fund and tried to
obtain reimbursement from the UN children’s agency
UNICEF for expenses met by his sponsors.

Outspoken television host Piers Morgan told his
5.47 million Twitter followers the revelations were
“sickening” and exposed Beckham as a “fraud”.
Beckham has not spoken publicly since the story
broke, although he was pictured cradling his five-year-
old daughter Harper on the Instagram account of his
son, Brooklyn. Cynics said even that was a crass
attempt to show his best, fatherly side at a time of bad
headlines.

Miami project 
vFor a man who takes such care of his public image,

it is likely to be a deeply distressing situation. Beckham
has maintained a high profile since retiring from the
game in May 2013 following a brief stint with French
side Paris Saint-Germain. He continues to carry out
charity work and fronts several advertising campaigns.
He has faced problems finding a stadium deal for the
football club he plans to launch in Miami, but Major

League Soccer chiefs confirmed recently that
the team remains in line to become the
league’s 24th franchise.

He has managed to shake off previ-
ous scandals, both on and off the pitch.
He became a national pariah after his
dismissal  against Argentina was
unfairly blamed for England’s elimina-
tion from the 1998 World Cup, but
fought back to become England cap-
tain. Reports of an extra-marital affair
in April 2004 were dismissed and did
not tarnish Beckham’s image as a lov-
ing husband to pop star turned fash-
ion designer Victoria Beckham and
father to their four children.

Beckham received an OBE
from the queen in 2003, a low-
er honor than a knighthood. His
wife also received an OBE in the
2017 New Year Honors l ist
despite her label being threat-
ened with closure after failing to
file company accounts. She was
criticized in British tabloid newspapers
for tell ing her family she would be
receiving the award before the official
announcement.

Brand Beckham 
Born in Leytonstone, east London,

Beckham was a member of the fabled
“Class of 92” crop of young players who
emerged at United, along with Ryan
Giggs, Paul Scholes, Nicky Butt and Gary
and Phil Neville. Blessed with an extraordi-
narily accurate right foot, Beckham was
renowned for his dead-ball prowess and his
seemingly limitless stamina, as well as his
ever-changing hairstyles.

He won six Premier League titles, two FA Cups

and the 1999 Champions League with United,
creating both injury-time goals as Alex

Ferguson’s side stormed back to beat
Bayern Munich 2-1 in the final. After his
relationship with Ferguson deteriorat-
ed,  he joined the Real  Madrid
“Galacticos” to great fanfare in 2003,
but would win only one league title

during his time in Spain.
Beckham moved to Los

Angeles Galaxy in a trailblazing
trans-Atlantic move in 2007 and
won two MLS Cup titles, whilst

also spending time on loan at
European giants AC Milan and
PSG. He captained England

for six years and played at
three World Cups, his 115 caps
making him his country’s third
most-capped player behind
Peter Shilton and Wayne
Rooney. “If you had told me as a
young boy I would have played

for and won trophies with my
boyhood club, Manchester United,

proudly captained and played for
my country over one hundred
times, and lined up for some of the
biggest clubs in the world, I would
have told you it was a fantasy,” he

said in 2013.
Beckham’s global celebrity

turned him into a one-man mar-
keting phenomenon with a glut
of lucrative endorsements. He
is the face of firms including

Adidas, fashion chain H&M and Haig
Whisky and his shared fortune with

Victoria, dubbed “Brand Beckham”, is
believed to exceed £500 million

($624 million). — AFP 

Leaked emails tarnish golden-boy Beckham



ADELAIDE: Adelaide United said yesterday they had signed South Korean mid-
fielder Kim Jae-Sung and striker Eli Babalj for the rest of the A-League season and
the club’s AFC Champions League campaign.  Kim, 33, has made more than 380
appearances in the K-League, including winning the AFC Champions League with
Pohang Steelers in 2009.  He also played in three of South Korea’s four games at the
2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa and has 16 international
caps.  “He is a player with a lot of experience and has played at
a very high level in his entire career,” Reds coach Guillermo
Amor said.  “Having him available for our Asian Champions
League season as well is very important and he will help us
in this competition for sure.” Australia’s Babalj, 24, returns to
Adelaide United after being loaned to the club for the previ-
ous A-League season by former Dutch club, AZ Alkmaar.
Senegalese striker Baba Diawara will also join the club, sub-
ject to the final approval of a working visa. Meanwhile
Adelaide have agreed to terminate the contract of Brazilian
forward Henrique, pending a move abroad. — AFP

S P O RT S
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ABUJA: World football’s governing body FIFA yesterday said it
had extended a ban on five officials who have been involved in a
leadership battle for control of the game in Nigeria. FIFA said its
disciplinary committee had “decided to extend the five-year ban
from taking part in any kind of football-related activity” on Chris
Giwa and four others. The ban would apply worldwide, it said in a
statement on its website. Giwa, the former owner of Giwa FC in
the central city of Jos, has insisted since August 2014 that he was
elected as the rightful president of the Nigeria Football
Federation (NFF). But the result of the ballot was disputed and
prompted FIFA to threaten to ban Nigeria from international com-
petition unless the election was re-run. Amaju Pinnick was duly
elected as NFF boss but Giwa has since dragged the federation to
court to challenge its legitimacy. In May last year the NFF banned
him and his supporters for impersonation and breaching FIFA
rules by taking football matters to a civil court. The Confederation
of African Football (CAF) also confirmed the ban. — AFP

FIFA extends ban on 

top Nigerian officials

Adelaide sign Korea’s 

Kim and striker Babalj

ACCRA: Ghana coach Avram Grant has quit after more than two years in charge, a mem-
ber of the country’s football association told AFP yesterday. “Avram Grant has informed
the Ghana Football Association of his decision to step down as head coach of the Black
Stars,” said Osei Kwaku Palmer. Palmer, who is a member of the Ghana FA executive com-
mittee, said the 62-year-old’s contract was due to expire at the end of this month Grant’s
resignation comes fibe days after his side crashed out in the semi-finals of the Africa Cup
of Nations to eventual winners Cameroon.  The former Chelsea manager, who guided the
Blues to runners-up spot in both the Champions League and Premier League, was given

a target of winning this year’s tournament. The West African side, who lost on
penalties in the final two years ago to Ivory Coast, finished fourth this time
round. Grant took over from Kwesi Appiah in November 2014 following
Ghana’s disappointing World Cup finals appearance that included poor
performances on and off the pitch. Following his decision to step down
he was quoted as saying by the BBC that “the time is right” for him to
seek a new challenge and that he had enjoyed his time in charge. “The

passion and loyalty of the supporters is something I’ll always
remember,” he added. — AFP

Avram Grant resigns 

as Ghana manager

ST MORITZ: Gold medalist Austria’s Nicole Schmidhofer and Bronze medalist Switzerland’s Lara Gut, from left, stand on the podium during the
flower ceremony after the women’s Super-G at the 2017 Alpine Skiing World Championships in St Moritz, Switzerland, yesterday. — AP

ST MORITZ: In a surprising start to the world ski
championships, Lindsey Vonn failed to finish the
super-G yesterday and Nicole Schmidhofer won a
race for the first time.

Vonn arrived in St. Moritz with a women’s
record 77 career wins in World Cup races. The 27-
year-old Schmidhofer had zero. Still, Vonn strug-
gled to grip her right ski pole - a lingering prob-
lem since breaking her right upper arm in
November - and seemed uneasy before taking a
too-straight line and went off the course midway
down. “I feel like (my hand) is strong enough, then
I’m in the course and I don’t know where my pole
is,” said Vonn, who last won a gold medal at the
world championships in 2009. Schmidhofer had
only one runner-up finish since joining the World
Cup circuit in 2007, and even that super-G result
was four years ago.

After crossing the finish line, the Austrian
leaned back and screamed in joy when she saw
she was 0.33 seconds faster than second-place
Tina Weirather of Liechtenstein. Pre-race favorite
Lara Gut of Switzerland, starting immediately
before Schmidhofer, was third, 0.36 behind.

“It was surprising for me and I enjoyed the

day,” said Schmidhofer, who doubted she would
win with Vonn and others yet to start. “I thought,
‘Yes,’ this could be a medal, but not a gold medal.”
Like Vonn, Olympic super-G champion Anna
Veith of Austria also failed to complete the undu-
lating course.

EQUIPMENT TACTICS
Both Gut and Vonn prepared in less than ideal

shape after crashing at the previous World Cup
races in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy. Gut, who won
three straight super-G races to start the World Cup
season, slumped in the finish area and shook her
head after seeing she trailed then-leader
Weirather’s time. “It was my first run after my crash,
so I’m happy I didn’t forget how to ski,” said Gut,
who now has five world championship medals but
no titles. Vonn plans to change equipment tactics
for the combined event scheduled on Friday and
her signature downhill event on Sunday.

“I am definitely going to have to duct tape my
hand to my pole now,” she said, adding that not to
attach it was “too big of a risk.” After bad weather
wiped out Monday’s planned training session, all
racers were getting a first good look at the course

- and in a super-G race which rewards the ability
to adapt at speed to an unfamiliar gate-setting.
Schmidhofer did just that and was the first to
clock 100 kph (62 mph) at the fastest point of the
course. The result repeated a 2007 junior worlds
race, when Schmidhofer edged Weirather for gold
in super-G. In their careers, both have had season-
ending knee surgeries after crashes at the classic
Cortina course. “We both had a tough way to go.
It wasn’t easy for us,” said Weirather, who missed
the past two Olympics because of injuries.

Weirather, also 27, won her first career champi-
onship medal at the same venue where Hanni
Wenzel, her mother and an Alpine ski great, won
slalom gold at the 1974 worlds. “Everywhere I go,
my mom has already won so it’s nothing new,”
joked Weirather, who did win a World Cup finals
super-G in St. Moritz last March.

While Vonn and six others in a 46-racer line-
up did not finish, 18-year-old Sabrina Simader
of Kenya came safely down in 39th place, 8.68
seconds behind. Simader’s first world champi-
onship race was a big step on her path to start-
ing in the 2018 Olympic downhill in Pyeonchang,
South Korea. — AP

WINTER OLYMPICS

ALPINE SKIING

Vonn skis out, Schmidhofer 

wins super-G at ski worlds

ST MORITZ: Kenyan skier Sabrina Simader’s
ambitious path to the 2018 Olympic downhill
went through St Moritz yesterday.

The 18-year-old Simader was the only African
starter in the women’s super-G race at the world
ski championships. She placed last of 39 finish-
ers, more than eight seconds behind champion
Nicole Schmidhofer of Austria.

Still, one month after her World Cup debut in
Slovenia - and one year after her four-race
Winter Youth Olympics program in Norway - it’s
a key stage in Simader’s route to earning her
place in the Olympic lineup next year in
Pyeongchang, South Korea. The Austrian-based
teenager’s quest is unusual because few racers
outside traditional Alpine teams qualify in the
more challenging speed events of downhill and
super-G. Simader races all disciplines and plans
to have a busy program at the two-week worlds
in the high-end Swiss resort.

“It’s really emotional. I enjoyed it,” she said
after completing the race to loud cheers from
the Swiss crowd and her fan club from Austria
waving several Kenyan flags. “The weather is
nice, the slope was cool. I hope I will be faster
next time.” Simader’s exuberance was matched
by her mother Sarah in the finish area, who
trained a camera on the giant screen broadcast-
ing the second half of a 90-second run down the
1.95-kilometer (1-1/4 mile) course.

“It’s super. It makes me feel very proud,” Sarah
Simader told The Associated Press. Born in
Kenya, Sabrina Simader came with her mother
to Austria and began skiing when she was 3. Her
stepfather, Josef, runs a ski lift in Hansberg.

“When she turned 13 she won a local champi-
onship,” Simader’s advisor, Armin Kolb, told the
AP. “She went to Schladming to ski school with
other Austrian racers and really learned ski rac-

ing.” Simader has scored top-10 finishes in down-
hill and slalom events at the third-tier FIS
(International Ski Federation) race level.

In her World Cup debut in January, in giant
slalom, she was eight seconds behind first-run
leader Mikaela Shiffrin of the United States.

Simader has sponsors including broadcaster
Sky and the Planai ski resort in Austria to help
cover costs, including hiring her private coach,
Christian Reif. She is eligible for funding from the
Kenyan Olympic committee, whose officials she

met at the Youth Olympics in Lillehammer. “Until
now, no money is coming,” Kolb said.

It has not helped that Kenya’s government
disbanded the national Olympic body last
August citing corrupt behavior by team officials
linked to the Rio de Janeiro Games. In her adopt-
ed home Austria, one fan is Hannes Reichelt,
who trained with Simader in Reiteralm during
one of his returns from injury. “She is really fun-
ny,” Reichelt told the AP. “It’s nice to see her on
the slopes.” — AP

Kenyan skier Simader on fast 

track to 2018 Olympic downhill

ST MORITZ: Liechtenstein’s Tina Weirather looses her balance during a women’s super-G, at the
Alpine Ski World Championships, in St Moritz, Switzerland, yesterday. — AP

WASHINGTON: US athletes, including
Korean-American teen halfpipe star Chloe
Kim appearing in host South Korea, are
already looking forward to the 2018
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics one year
before they begin.  “I’m really excited to get
that Olympic spirit going again,” said
Mikaela Shiffrin, who won 2014 Olympic
slalom ski gold at age 18. “So much has
happened between Sochi and now, I feel
like I was a baby back then.” About 245 US
athletes will visit Pyeongchang, where
competition opens today, a day before the
opening ceremony. 

In all, 2,800 athletes from 95 nations will
compete in 102 medal events over 15 disci-
plines.  Among expected US stars will be
16-year-old snowboarder Kim, who will talk
with Seoul college students Wednesday
about overcoming challenges and work
Friday in Pyeongchang with youth snow-
boarders from her parents’ home country.
Kim won superpipe gold medals at the
2015 and 2016 Winter X Games and took
2016 Winter Youth Olympics halfpipe and
slopestyle titles.  

“She will be really popular. We’re finding
out she’s already really popular. We think she
will be a fantastic ambassador for us,” said
Alan Ashley, the US Olympic Committee
sport performance chief and 2018 US chief
of mission.  Ashley returned Saturday from a
pre-Olympic examination of 2018 Olympic
venues and housing.

“Overall, I would say the venues and the
villages are really coming together well.
Things look good,” he said. “The venues in
particular are in very great shape. I think
these will be exciting Games that will be
well watched.” Americans topped the overall
medal table at the 2010 Vancouver Winter
Olympics with 37 medals, nine of them gold.
They managed 28 medals with nine golds at
Sochi in 2014, second overall to host Russia,
whose major doping program was revealed,

leading to some athletes being banned from
last year’s Rio Summer Olympics.  Still-unde-
cided issues include how many Russians will
compete and how the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) will ensure better anti-
doping measures.

‘CONCERNED’ ABOUT US TEAM 
“The IOC and IPC are addressing this

pretty head-on right now. We don’t have a
firm answer on what the status will be of
the Russian team in Pyeongchang,” Ashley
said. “I have to be concerned about the US
team. We want the best team we can have
at Pyeongchang and that’s my focus right
now.” Americans learned from August’s
efforts in other sports at Rio.  “We picked up
a few things we learned in the runup to Rio.
We’re trying to focus on recovery,” Ashley
said. “We can get caught up in a lot of new
ideas and innovation but when it comes
right down to it, being really good at the
fundamentals and executing them is really
important.” Olympic big air snowboarding,
mixed doubles curling, mass start speed-
skating and alpine team skiing events will
debut in 2018. Ashley has strong expecta-
tions in the new events.

“We have great athletes in most of those
disciplines,” he said. “Good overall for the
Winter Games to get some more high-
action sports that attract a wide variety of
clientele and some young people.” US bob-
sled pilot Elana Meyers Taylor, a two-time
Olympic medalist and 2015 world champi-
on, has won four consecutive World Cup
races ahead of the world championships
later this month. She wants to see a four-
woman bobsled event in future Olympics.

“Every four years, we have less than
four minutes to go out there and perform
to try and get a medal,” she said. “It’s a
huge move in the right direction for our
sport. Hopefully, we will have it coming
in for 2022.” — AFP

US athletes excited one 

year before Pyeongchang

ST MORITZ: Kjetil Jansrud has not had
much luck at world championships, a sole
silver medal in the combined from 2015 to
his famous name.

But the Norwegian will be big favourite
for the super-G today in St Moritz, having
won three of the four races on the World
Cup circuit this season. The reigning
Olympic super-G gold medallist is having
to take up the mantle of injured teammate
Aksel Lund Svindal, out for the season after
undergoing knee surgery.

And he hasn’t disappointed, winning
the Val d’Isere downhill and coming second
at Garmisch, on top of his super-G success-
es. That podium finish at Garmisch held a
more significant meaning after a disastrous
weekend at kitzbuehel when Jansrud failed
to fire down the testing Streif course.

But the lead “attacking Viking” has form
in St Moritz, finishing second in last sea-
son’s World Cup finals here and will have
fine support in the form of younger team-
mate Aleksander Aamodt Kilde. “There are
some nice big jumps,” said Kilde after a first
downhill training yesterday. “You have to
get used to the jumps and know what’s
coming. “It’ll be interesting to see how it
goes in coming races.”

Austrian Hannes Reichelt, the reigning
world champion, won the last speed event
on the World Cup circuit, a second downhill
in Garmisch, ahead of Italy’s Peter Fill and
Switzerland’s Beat Feuz. He will be accompa-
nied in the super-G by teammates Mathias
Mayer, winner of the Kitzbuehel super-G,
Max Franz and Vincent Kriechmayr, while
Switzerland will be represented by Feuz,
Carlo Janka and reigning world downhill
champion Patrick Kueng.

“I feel good. I like this slope and this
snow,” said Kueng. “There are a lot of big
jumps and they’re not easy, upper hill the
slope is really good, but down it’s a bit soft.”

Fill will line up alongside Dominik Paris,
always a dangerous opponent. But Italian
medal hopes were dealt a hammerblow
with news that the in-form and versatile
Christof Innerhofer, 2011 world super-G
champion, had been ruled out for the rest
of the season. Innerhofer finished second
at the Kitzbuehel super-G, but he decided
to call it a day after feeling pain in his lower
leg in Garmisch. “It’s a sad day for me,” said
Innerhofer. “I always take the maximum risk
and never give up. “But I have understood
for the first time that it is senseless to start
a ski race under these conditions.” — AFP

‘Attacking viking’ Kjetil

Jansrud super-G favorite

PYEONGCHANG:  This photo taken on February 2, 2017 shows the ski jump tower and
a skier at the cross country venue of the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games in
Pyeongchang. Most venues for the 2018 Pyeongchang Games are virtually finished
and the organisers are about to launch a domestic and international marketing blitz,
touting Korean technology, culture and food as they seek to persuade sports fans
from around the world to make the long journey to north-east Asia. — AFP



S P O RT S
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017

PARIS: Reactions to the death Monday of legendary
Springbok scrum-half Joost van der Westhuizen at the age
of 45 following a long battle with motor neurone disease:

• “Joost will be remembered as one of the greatest
Springboks-not only of his generation, but of all time.
He also became an inspiration and hero to many fellow
sufferers of this terrible disease as well as to those unaf-
fected. We all marvelled at his bravery, his fortitude and
his uncomplaining acceptance of this terrible burden.”

Mark Alexander, president of SA Rugby

• “RIP Joost van der Westhuizen. An incredible player
and fighter to the end. The first of the new age 9s.”

Former Ireland captain Brian O’Driscoll

• “In a team talk I can still remember his eyes looking

right through you with so much determination. He had
this sparkling personality, you could still see it in his
eyes even those last years.” 

Morne du Plessis, manager of 1995 World Cup-win-
ning Springbok team

• “Very very sad to hear this, he was the ultimate
player and competitor, thoughts with his family.”

England’s 2003 World Cup-winning coach Clive
Woodward

• “Rugby has lost a true warrior today.”
Former England international Will Greenwood

• “A great friend has left us with an incredible legacy
in rugby. Joost inspired on and off the field. Rest easy
blue eyes....” Ex-England scrum-half Matt Dawson

• “He’s been such a big part for so many people’s
lives for such a long time. 

He fought so bravely. He was a naughty little imp
- there was always chaos around him! I remember
him crawling under the table and setting my
shoelaces on fire.” Joel Stransky, 1995 world champi-
on with South Africa

• “I knew Joost most of his life because when I
was a young teacher at FH Odendaal he was at
school there. There are so many things you can say
about Joost but the one thing that I keep coming
back to is that both as a player and person he was a
warrior and a fighter. It was very sad to see him
physically go backwards but he never lost that
fighting spirit.”

Heyneke Meyer, ex-Springbok head coach.

• “One of the best players in the world! It was a privi-
lege to see him in action!”

Naas Botha, captain of the Springboks in the 1980s

• “South Africa has lost a legend and one of the best
rugby players that the country has ever produced. On
behalf of the government and the people of South
Africa, our heartfelt condolences to Mr van der
Westhuizen’s family. May his soul rest in peace.” 

Jacob Zuma, president of South Africa

• “Thoughts and love with the family of Joost. Great
man.”

Former Wales international Scott Quinnell

• “You will be missed!”
South Africa cricket star AB de Villiers. — AFP

Sports world mourns ‘true warrior’ van der Westhuizen
RUGBY

MOSCOW: This file photo taken on July 28, 2016 shows athletes competing in the women’s 3000m final at a track and field meet called “Stars of
2016” in Moscow. Russia will miss August’s World Athletics Championships in London after their doping ban was extended on Monday, world
governing body president Sebastian Coe said. — AFP 

CAP-D’AIL: Russia will miss August’s World
Athletics Championships in London after their
doping ban was extended on Monday, world
governing body president Sebastian Coe said.
Coe said Russia, whose 15-month ban from ath-
letics was prolonged at the IAAF’s Council meet-
ing in Cap d’Ail near Monaco, could not be rein-
tegrated into the sport before November.

Double Olympic 1500-metre champion Coe
was speaking after the IAAF Council approved
the Taskforce’s recommendation that Russia was
“not ready for reinstatement”.

Russia has been barred from international
competition since November 2015 following a
damaging report alleging that state-sponsored
doping was rife in the country.

The ban had already been extended in March
and then June 2016, preventing Russia’s athletes
from competing at the Rio Olympics.  The
Taskforce, which was set up to oversee Russia’s
reintegration into international athletics, pro-
duced recommendations detailing a roadmap to
reinstatement.

But while “acknowledging several positive
developments” at recent meetings in Moscow
with RusAF, the Russian Athletics Federation,
and new Russian Sports Minister Pavel Kolobkov,
the Taskforce also “pointed to some negative
developments” including “unhelpful public com-
ments recently made by some Russian sporting
officials”. It said that RusAF “continues to face
practical and legal difficulties in enforcing provi-
sional doping bans and there continues to be
very limited testing of Russian track and field
athletes at the national level as well as troubling
incidents at what testing is taking place”.  The
roadmap to reinstatement specifies that “testing
of Russian athletes must take place without fur-
ther incidents or difficulties” and that RusAF
takes “demonstrable objective and practical
steps to cultivate the clean sport movement”.

‘BADLY LET DOWN’ 
Coe meanwhile reiterated the IAAF’s commit-

ment to giving clean Russian athletes the possi-
bility to compete as neutrals, providing they are
not tainted by the Russian doping system.

“Our priority is to return clean athletes to
competition but we must all have confidence in
the process,” said Coe at the IAAF’s Council meet-
ing in Cap d’Ail, France.

“Clean Russian athletes have been badly let
down by their national system.  We must ensure
they are protected and that those safeguards
give confidence to the rest of the world that
there is a level playing field of competition when
Russians return.” 

So far in 2017, 35 Russian athletes have
applied to compete as neutral athletes in inter-
national competition, the statement added.  Last
week, RusAF revealed the names of 31 of its ath-
letes to have made applications, including both
world and Olympic champions.  Ivan Ukhov,
Olympic high jump champion in 2012, 2015
world 110m hurdles champion Sergey
Shubenkov, 2015 world high jump champion
Maria Kuchina, and 2014 world indoor triple
jump champions Lyukman Adams and
Yekaterina Koneva, were all named on the list. 

More than 60 Russian athletes have been

added to the IAAF’s international testing pool
which, although not guaranteeing those ath-
letes reinstatement, Coe said it does mean the
world governing body has a greater “guarantee
they have undergone a long term recognised,
independent and fully WADA Code-compliant

drug-testing programme.” Upon the Taskforce’s
recommendation, the Council also approved
the participation of Russian under-15 athletes
to compete in international competition,
including at July’s European Youth Olympic
Festival in Hungary. — AFP

ATHLETICS

NFL

Russia banned from London 
World Championships: IAAF

MOSCOW: Russian athletics coaches “don’t
understand how to work without doping”,
Deputy Prime Minister Vitaly Mutko said yes-
terday, after the IAAF extended a ban on the
country’s team to the world championships.

Russia has been barred from international
track and field competition-including the Rio
Olympics-since November 2015 following a
damning report alleging state-sponsored
doping in the country in Olympic sports over
several years.

Moscow denies any state role in doping
but Mutko, who was promoted from sports
minister to deputy prime minister despite the
doping controversy, pointed the finger at
Russia’s athletics coaches. Russia’s tainted ath-
letics federation ARAF “had a lot of (doping)
violations”, he told the R-Sport agency. 

“Athletes broke rules and many coaches
don’t understand how to work without dop-
ing-it’s time for them to retire.” On Monday
world athletics boss Sebastian Coe said that
Russia could not be reintegrated into the
sport before November, meaning the country
will miss August’s world championships in
London. The IAAF said Russian progress over
doping was mixed, pointing also to “unhelpful
public comments recently made by some
Russian sporting officials”-a possible refer-

ence to the outspoken Mutko, who is close to
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Mutko said that Russia-which insists that
drug cheating is an international issue-was
cleaning up its act. “Over the past year we
have done a massive amount of work,” he
said.  “They (IAAF) tell us: you have done great
work but there is still a lot to be done (to stop
Russian doping). “That happens when there
aren’t clear criteria, clear regulations.” ARAF
deputy chief Andrei Silnov said he was
buoyed by IAAF comments which said that
while Russia was not ready to return to the
fold, it recognised “several positive develop-
ments”. “They don’t have any serious grudges
against us,” he told a press conference.
Individual Russian athletes can apply to take
part in international events as neutrals if they
are deemed drug-free. However, the reigning
110m hurdles world champion Sergey
Shubenkov, who has applied to compete as a
neutral, said that the latest IAAF verdict would
do little to help Russian athletes.

“They said we have a chance to compete
as neutrals but for some reason we still do not
compete,” he said. Sports minister Pavel
Kolobkov told TASS news agency that if any
Russian athletes qualify as neutrals then
Moscow would guarantee funding. — AFP

MOSCOW: In this Friday, Dec 25, 2015 file photo, Russian Sports Minister Vitaly Mutko
gestures during a news conference in Moscow, Russia. Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Vitaly Mutko says the country’s ban from international athletics is ongoing because many
coaches have specialized in doping their athletes. — AP

Russian coaches can’t 
work without doping: Mutko

NEW YORK: Three Manhattan judges who
ruled in the “Deflategate” case differed on
the law but unanimously praised this year’s
Super Bowl on Monday.

They included Denny Chin, one of two
judges with the 2nd US Circuit Court of
Appeals who decided in a 2-to-1 decision
last spring that New England quarterback
Tom Brady must serve his four -game sus-
pension. Brady piloted the biggest come-
back in Super Bowl history Sunday as New
England defeated the Atlanta Falcons, 34-
28. Chin said in an email to The Associated
Press that both teams deserved congratula-
tions for a “terrific Super Bowl,” but he sin-
gled out Brady, saying he “showed once
again why he is one of the all-time best.”

During oral arguments last March, Chin
said evidence of ball tampering was “com-
pelling, if not overwhelming,” and there
was evidence to support a finding that
Brady “knew about it, consented to it,
encouraged it.”

Circuit Judge Barrington D. Parker who
joined Chin in ruling against Brady, con-
gratulated both teams for a “very well-
played game” and said it rivaled for excite-
ment the 1968 Harvard-Yale game, when
Parker was a Yale student.

US District Judge Richard Berman, who
ruled against the National Football League
in September 2015, nullifying Brady’s sus-
pension until the appeals court reinstated
it, congratulated the Patriots in an email to
The Associated Press.

“Last night, they showed us all never to
quit, everything is possible, and the impor-
tance of teamwork,” wrote the judge who
had required Brady and NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell attend proceedings in his
courtroom in August 2015.

‘BEYOND CONGRATULATIONS’
He also gave a shout-out to the Patriots’

coach, Bill Belichick. “Beyond congratula-

tions, I’ll say no more about football - until
Coach Belichick is ready to discuss
Supreme Court cases about mandatory
arbitration clauses,” he said in a lightheart-
ed reference to the kinds of arcane legal
subjects many people would find boring.
The league had asked Berman to affirm
Goodell’s decision to uphold a four-game
suspension of Brady after the commission-
er appointed himself as the arbitrator of
the quarterback’s appeal. The NFL Players
Association opposed the request and filed
its own claims.

Berman, who referred to the controversy
as the “deflation situation,” found Goodell
went “far beyond” the factual findings of
the NFL’s investigation into the deflated
footballs. In a report on that probe, attor-
ney Ted Wells concluded it was likely Brady
was “generally aware” about the deflation
of footballs. When Goodell upheld the
penalty in July 2015, he said Brady “knew
about, approved of, consented to and pro-
vided inducements and rewards” to sup-
port the scheme.

Brady’s suspension resulted from claims
the Patriots deflated footballs to gain a
competitive advantage in the AFC champi-
onship game in January 2015, when New
England beat the Indianapolis Colts 45-7.
The Patriots then won the Super Bowl.
When he ruled, Berman noted that Brady’s
statistics were better in the second half of
the game, when the balls were properly
inflated. Brady served the suspension at the
start of last season. Mark Harrison, a
Phoenix, Arizona lawyer and an expert on
judicial ethics, said it is always unusual
when judges speak about cases on which
they’ve ruled. But he said the comments by
the judges Monday were safely off the sub-
ject they confronted. “People are always
going to read into what judges say, particu-
lar in a case that is pending, more than they
should,” he said. — AP

Judges who ruled in
Brady case unanimous

in praise of game

NAIROBI: Under-age Kenyans are being
“lured” without their consent or knowl-
edge to compete for other countries, a
top official said yesterday, welcoming a
move to stop athletes switching alle-
giances.  The International Association of
Athletics Federations on Monday said it
was freezing all new transfers of alle-
giance, with IAAF president Sebastian
Coe saying that the “present rules are no
longer fit for purpose”.  

Kenya has suffered particularly badly:
since 2003 more than 60 Kenyan-born
athletes have given up their nationality
to run for another country, most notably
for Bahrain and Qatar.

During the Rio Olympics, 20 former
Kenyans competed for adopted coun-
tries, including Ruth Jebet, who upset her
former compatriots to win the first
Olympic gold medal for Bahrain in the
3,000m steeplechase.  “We fully support
the move to put to an end the transfer of
innocent young talented Kenyans with-
out justification and due process as the

law provides,” a top sports official at the
education ministry, Eliud Wambua, told
AFP. Wambua, also a member of an
Athletics Kenya (AK) youth committee,
said many under-age children were
transferred to other countries without
their say-so, often after their parents
were “enticed” with money.  

“The change of allegiance has been a
big blow to this country. Some of our
innocent children have been lured away
without their knowledge by people mas-
querading as their coaches, managers
and agents.  

“Other countries have opened a
supermarket on Kenya by taking advan-
tage of the young ones, who sometimes
don’t understand they are being forced
to forfeit their nationalities.” 

Wambua said Kenya had no problem
with any athlete trying to earn a living by
competing for another country but they
must only do so when they are old
enough and given clearance by the
national federation. — AFP

Stop to allegiance changes 
will protect children: Kenya

HOUSTON: New England Patriots fans wait for the start of a parade yesterday, in
Boston to celebrate their team’s 34-28 win over the Atlanta Falcons in Sunday’s NFL
Super Bowl 51 football game in Houston. — AP
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BRISBANE: Australia have yet to work out a
plan to foil India captain Virat Kohli beyond
bowling well and hoping for some “luck”
against the in-form batsman, coach Darren
Lehmann has said.

Kohli was man-of-the-series against
England, plundering 655 runs off their
bowlers at an average of 109.16 to comfort-
ably top the batting charts during the 4-0
win in November and December.

The buccaneering 28-year-old looms as a
huge obstacle to Australia’s hopes of captur-
ing a first series win in India since 2004, with
the first test to start in Pune on Feb. 23.

Kohli has scored six of his 15 centuries in his
12 matches against Australia, averaging
60.76 compared to his overall average of
50.10. Former test batsman Lehmann, a
member of that victorious Australian side,
said his players had been watching videos of
Kohli and his team mates for months but
were yet to work out how to combat the
India skipper. “Bowl well and have a bit of
luck along the way,” Lehmann told reporters.

“For us we’re going to have to come up
with an ideal plan that works for us, depend-
ing on (the) wickets and what’s going on.

“At the end of the day you’re going to

have to bowl enough good balls and that’s
going to be the challenge for our spinners
and for our quicks, challenging his defence
and making sure he’s playing in the areas we
want him to play.” 

Michael Clarke’s Australia were white-
washed 4-0 during their last tour of India in
2013 where a breakdown in team discipline
prompted former coach Mickey Arthur to
sensationally stand down four players for a
match for failing to complete an off-field
assignment, the infamous ‘homework-gate’
incident.  Australia were outclassed by bat,
ball and in the field during that tour, but four

years later, Lehmann said Steve Smith’s side
have the bowlers to take 20 wickets against
Kohli’s men.

“We’ve got spinners who can take 20
wickets and quicks who can reverse the ball,”
he said. “So we’re not fearing getting the 20
wickets, we’ve just got to put enough score-
board pressure on them.” That would mean a
break-out performance from at least one of
their batsmen, similar to the 2004 efforts of
Damien Martyn and Clarke, Lehmann added.

Martyn and Clarke, who made his test
debut in the series, together scored over 800
runs to set a solid platform for Australia’s

bowlers, led by pacemen Glenn McGrath and
Jason Gillespie, and spinner Shane Warne.
“The great thing with the Australian cricket
team for years has been, backs to the wall
brings the best out of players,” said Lehmann.

“Someone like Matthew Hayden will
stand up or Damien Martyn will come out of
nowhere and actually play well on a tour.
“We hope we’ll have a Martyn or a Hayden-
type series from someone. 

And if we do that we’ll make enough
runs, obviously.  “It’s a great challenge for the
group, being a young group and they’ll be
giving it their all.” — Reuters

Australia yet to work out how to stop Kohli: Lehmann

CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s Tabraiz Shamsi (2nd-L) bowls during the One Day International (ODI) cricket match against South Africa, at
Newlands Cricket stadium yesterday, in Cape Town. — AFP 

LONDON: Cook said his decision to relin-
quish the England captaincy will allow a
‘new voice’ to help an exciting young
England team reach its potential, although
he plans to contribute by scoring runs.

The 32-year-old opening batsman
announced he was standing down on
Monday after a record 59 tests in charge
with Joe Root favourite to succeed him
in the role. Under Cook’s tenure England
have faltered, drawing two of their last
three series and suffering a 4-0 drubbing
in India.

“After four or five years of doing it things
have just changed and ultimately, during
the last year, the team have played some
good cricket without pushing on,” Cook,
who won 24 and lost 22 of his tests in
charge, told reporters on the Lord’s outfield
yesterday. “As captain you are part of that

and I think it will be good for the team to
have a new voice driving things on in a
slightly different way.

“There are huge talents in that dressing
room and I hope to be still part of it and be
able to lead in a slightly different way. I’m
still excited by that.”

Cook, whose highlights included two
Ashes victories at home in 2013 and 2015
and a first away series victory in India for 28
years in 2012, said it had been a “huge hon-
our” to captain his country for 4-1/2 years.

However, he was confident he had
made the right decision. “It was a hard deci-
sion because of how much I’ve loved being
captain,” Cook, England’s leading scorer in
tests with 11,057 runs, including nearly
5,000 as captain, said.

“I’ve absolutely loved leading the play-
ers in the dressing room, it’s been fantastic,
so to give that away is hard, But ultimately
it’s the right decision because it’s a job that
you can’t do anything less than 100 per-
cent. “Unfortunately, as stubborn as I am, I
know that I couldn’t do it any more like that
and it would not be fair to myself or the
team to continue at 95 percent.”

Cook was in charge through some tur-
bulent times, including a 5-0 Ashes white-
wash in Australia in 2013-14 after which
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
chiefs axed maverick batsman Kevin
Pietersen from the team.

Speaking about Cook in his book
Pietersen labelled him as “a company man”.

While Cook said there had been “dark
moments” during his tenure, not least the
Pietersen episode, he said he had no
regrets as he hands over the reins. “I’ve
always tried to do what I thought was best
for English cricket,” he said. 

If Root, as expected, does replace him,
he will do so with a ringing endorsement
from Cook. “He would do a very good job.
He obviously has something about him to
bat the way he does,” the mild-mannered
Cook said. “He has a huge amount of
respect in the dressing room.” — Reuters

Departing captain Cook 
says ‘new voice’ needed

LONDON: Former England cricket Test
captain, Alastair Cook, poses for photog-
raphers ahead of a news conference at
Lord’s Cricket Ground in London yester-
day. An “unshackled” Cook still has sev-
eral years ahead of him as an England
player despite resigning the Test cap-
taincy on Monday, according to prede-
cessor Andrew Strauss. — AFP 

HYDERABAD: India have been warned against
complacency as they look to extend their record-
breaking unbeaten run to 19 matches when they
host Bangladesh in a Test for the first time this
week.  Following their recent demolition of
England in all formats, Virat Kohli’s side will be
heavy favourites to cement their status as the
world’s number one Test side in the one-off
match in Hyderabad when it begins on Thursday.
But wicketkeeper Wriddhiman Saha warned it
was vital not to be distracted by the prospect of
a looming high-profile series against Australia
later this month as they face the ninth-ranked
Bangladeshis.  “Ranking-wise one may think they
will be easier opponents on paper but we cannot
underestimate them,” said Saha.

“I don’t know when are the Aussies coming but
as of now the focus is on Bangladesh Test. After
they’re here we will think about it.” Kohli’s men are
looking to set a new milestone after equalling
India’s record of five consecutive Test series tri-
umphs against England, New Zealand, West Indies,
South Africa and Sri Lanka in the past 18 months.
Bangladesh held India to a draw in June 2015 in a
rain-affected Test in Fatullah the last time they met.

They have lost six of eight home Tests
against India with two drawn but now get a
chance to face them away from home for the
first time since gaining full status 17 years ago.
Bangladesh’s Test win in the drawn two-match
series against England last October has given the
team belief that they can compete against the top
Test nations And despite the subsequent 2-0
defeat in New Zealand, Indian conditions should

be more favourable to their spin-heavy bowling
attack.  Bangladesh’s captain and wicketkeeper
Mushfiqur Rahim played down the significance of
Thursday’s Test, even if the invitation to India has
been a long time coming. “I don’t believe that this
is a historic Test. To me, this is just another Test,”
Rahim said.

“Yes, we are happy and excited to show the
world what our team is capable of doing in India
but I am not really thinking about the number of
years after which we are going to play a Test in
India.” Bangladesh will be without opening bats-
man Imrul Kayes who pulled a thigh muscle in a
warm-up match on Monday while left-arm fast
bowler Mustafizur Rahman, who had a recent
shoulder problem, was left out of the squad
because of a lack of match fitness. Soumya Sarkar
is now expected to open the batting alongside
Tamim Iqbal and paceman Shafiul Islam returns.

India are expected to make one change from
the side that won the final Test against England
in December as Saha returns from injury.  India
(from): Virat Kohli (captain), Murali Vijay, Lokesh
Rahul, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane,
Karun Nair, Wriddhiman Saha, Ravichandran
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Jayant Yadav, Umesh
Yadav, Ishant Sharma, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Amit Mishra, Abhinav Mukund, Hardik Pandya.

Bangladesh (from): Mushfiqur Rahim (capt),
Tamim Iqbal, Soumya Sarkar, Mosaddek Hossain,
Mominul Haque, Mahmudullah Riyad, Shakib Al
Hasan, Sabbir Rahman, Taskin Ahmed, Subashis
Roy,  Kamrul Islam, Taijul Islam, Mehedi Hasan,
Liton Das, Shafiul Islam. — AFP

CAPE TOWN: A career-best innings of 185 from
Faf du Plessis led South Africa to a 40-run victory
over Sri Lanka in the fourth one-day internation-
al at Newlands yesterday, putting it on the brink
of claiming the No. 1 ranking in ODI cricket. Du
Plessis’ phenomenal knock helped the home
side to 367 for five, the highest ODI total in the
ground’s history, after it had won the toss and
elected to bat first.

In reply, Sri Lanka produced its best batting
performance of an otherwise disappointing tour,
with Upul Tharanga scoring its first century, but
that was still not enough as it was bowled out
for 327.

With South Africa taking a 4-0 lead in the five-
match series, it will have the opportunity to rise
above Australia in the ICC rankings and claim
top spot by winning the final encounter at
Centurion on Friday.

Although Du Plessis fell three runs short of
Gary Kirsten’s record for the highest score by a
South African batsman in ODI cricket, his 185
was the highest by any batsman on South
African soil, surpassing Quinton de Kock’s 178
against Australia at Centurion last September.

Du Plessis put on century stands with De
Kock (55) and AB de Villiers (64) as he went past
his previous top score of 133 not out, and then
ramped up the onslaught in the final 10 overs,
when South Africa added 106.

He was eventually out in the final over
when he was caught on the boundar y,
attempting a six that would have taken him
past  K irsten’s  record.  Sr i  Lank a made an
aggressive start to its response, with Tharanga
putt ing on 139 for  the f i rst  wicket  with
Niroshan Dickwella in just 16 overs. Although

the stand was broken when Dwaine Pretorius
had Dick wel la  (58)  caught in  the deep,
Tharanga went on to reach his 14th ODI centu-
ry - and first since July 2013 - and added a fur-
ther 64 with Kusal Mendis.

Sri Lanka’s chase faltered when Mendis (29)

and Tharanga (119) fell in quick succession to
Wayne Parnell. Although Sandun Weerakkody
(58) hit his maiden half-century to keep the
tourists in the hunt, he was dismissed by Imran
Tahir before Parnell wrapped up the tail to finish
with figures of 4-58. — AP

Du Plessis hits 185 as 
SA beat S Lanka in ODI

South Africa
H. Amla c Gunaratne b Kumara 1
Q. de Kock c Tharanga b Pathirana 55
F. du Plessis c Gunaratne b Madushanka 185
A. de Villiers b Pathirana 64
J. Duminy c Mendis b Kumara 20
F. Behardien not out 36
W. Parnell not out 1
Extras (nb1, w4) 5
Total (5 wkts, 50 overs) 367
Fall of wickets: 1-3 (Amla), 2-103 (De Kock), 3-
240 (De Villiers), 4-287 
(Duminy), 5-361 (Du Plessis)
Bowling: Kulasekera 10-0-74-0 (1w), Kumara 7-
0-73-2, Madushanka 10-0-69-1 
(1nb, 2w), De Silva 3-0-18-0, Sandakan 8-0-62-
0, Pathirana 10-0-55-2 (1w), 
Gunaratne 2-0-16-0
Did not bat: D. Pretorius, K. Rabada, Imran
Tahir, T. Shamsi
Sri Lanka
N. Dickwella c Behardien b Pretorius 58
U. Tharanga c Duminy b Parnell 119

K. Mendis c De Kock b Parnell 29
S. Weerakkody c Parnell b Imran Tahir 58
D. de Silva lbw b Rabada 5
A. Gunaratne c Amla b Rabada 38
N. Kulasekera lbw b Imran Tahir 1
S. Pathirana c De Kock b Pretorius 1
L. Madushanka c Pretorius b Parnell 6
L. Kumara not out 1
L. Sandakan b Parnell 1
Extras (lb7, w3) 10
Total (all out, 48.1 overs) 327
Fall of wickets: 1-139 (Dickwella),  2-203
(Mendis), 3-216 (Tharanga), 4-228 (De Silva), 5-
307 (Gunaratne), 6-308 (Kulasekera), 7-317
(Weerakkody), 8-325 
(Pathirana), 9-325 (Madushanka)
Bowling: Parnell 9.1-0-58-4 (1w), Pretorius 8-0-
55-2 (1w), Duminy 1-0-12-0, Rabada 9-1-50-2
(1w), Imran Tahir 10-0-76-2, Shamsi 10-0-60-0,
Behardien 1-0-9-0
Result: South Africa won by 40 runs.
Series: South Africa lead the five-match
series 4-0.

SCOREBOARD

CAPE TOWN: Final scores in the fourth one-day international between South Africa and Sri
Lanka at Newlands yesterday:

KUWAIT: A tribute to late Muhammad Riaz
Chaudhary, the cricket legend of Kuwait Pakistan
Sports Association Kuwait (PSAK) organized
Muhammad Riaz Chaudhary memorial T20 Cricket
Cup 2017 on 27th January at PSA Minhaj Cricket
ground Khaitan.

T20 Cricket Cup match was played between
Friends Cricket Club & Kandy Boys Cricket team.
Kandy Boys team captain Fazil won the toss and
elected to bat first and they scored 193 runs in
allotted 20 overs, which were achieved compre-
hensively by Friends Cricket Club players in 20th

over. Suhail was declared Man of the Match due
to his outstanding all round performance of 74
runs and a wicket which led his team in victory
by 6 wickets.

At the end, prize distribution ceremony was
held. Vice President of Pakistan Sports Association
Kuwait Muhammad Younas Shahid, Pakistan
Qirrat & Naat Council Kuwait (PQNCK) Patron-in-
Chief, Shamshad Khan Tanoli & Jahanzeb Usman
President ANP Kuwait, PSA Founder/Director
General Muhammad Irfan Adil, Advisor M Irfan
Shafiq,  Executive Member of PQNCK Baber

Hussain,  Naeem Shahwere were among the
guests. Many dignitaries & cricket lovers watched
the thrilling game. Kandy Boys captain Fazil
received the Runner up Trophy while Friend
Cricket Club Kuwait clinched the Winner Trophy,
received by Captain Muddassar Iqbal. 

At this stage, PSA Founder/Director General
Muhammad Irfan Adil highlighted the remarkable
services of late Muhammad Riaz Chaudhary for
cricket development in Kuwait. He said the event is
dedicated to his efforts, services and great contribu-
tion to the cricket in Kuwait.

PSAK organizes Riaz Chaudhary
memorial T20 Cricket Cup

PREVIEW
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India guard against 
Bangladesh complacency

SYDNEY: Nathan Lyon and Steve O’Keefe
have sought help from two of Test cricket’s
greatest off-spinners ahead of Australia’s
series in India later this month.

The front-line pair approached New
Zealand’s Daniel Vettori and Australia’s
chief destroyer in Sri Lanka last year,
Rangana Herath, for advice ahead of the
four-Test tour, which starts on February 23
in Pune. Between them, left-arm spinners
Vettori and Herath have captured more
than 700 Test wickets and boast outstand-
ing performances in Asia.

“The main things you get away from
those guys is challenging the batter ’s
defence,” O’Keefe told Cricket Australia’s
website yesterday from the team’s pre-tour
training camp in Dubai. “And if you can
continually put the ball in the right area,
given these conditions will spin more than
what we’re used to at home, that will help
us. “It’s about building pressure and not
being overawed.” he added. “(India) are a
class team, they’re exceptional batters at

home and it ’s going to be a big job.”
Following last month’s Sydney Test win
against Pakistan, O’Keefe worked with for-
mer England international and fellow left-
armer Monty Panesar at the National
Cricket Centre in Brisbane. Panesar is one of
the few foreign spinners to taste a Test
series victory on the subcontinent after
England broke a 27-year drought when
they beat India at home 2-1 in 2012.

Panesar destroyed India in the second
match in Mumbai with 11 wickets and
backed that up with five wickets in the
third Test win in Kolkata.

“He talked about being able to adapt
really quickly and on the spot and also
being able to take away the batter’s scoring
options in regards to boundaries,” O’Keefe
said of his time working with Panesar. 

Australia, who have not won a Test
match in India in nearly 13 years, have
strengthened their spin options with the
inclusion in the touring party of youngsters
Ashton Agar and Mitchell Swepson. — AFP

Lyon, O’Keefe turn to spin 
greats for India’s help
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BOSTON: The Boston Bruins fired Stanley
Cup-winning coach Claude Julien yesterday,
with the team in danger of missing the
playoffs for a third straight season.

General manager Don Sweeney
announced the change on Tuesday, naming
assistant Bruce Cassidy the interim coach.
The firing comes the same day the city cele-
brated the New England Patriots’ Super
Bowl win with a parade. Boston has lost two
in a row and six of nine and fallen out of a
playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.

Julien was the longest-tenured current
coach in the NHL, starting with the Bruins in
the 2007-08 season. He went 419-246-94 in
10 seasons, including two trips to the NHL
finals and a Stanley Cup title in 2011.

The Bruins lost in the finals two years lat-
er, and the year after that earned 117 points
and the Presidents’ Trophy before losing in
the conference semifinals to archrival
Montreal. But in 2014-15, Boston was elimi-
nated from the playoff race on the final day
of the regular season - the first time in

Julien’s tenure they sat out the playoffs.
Again last year, the Bruins had a chance to
reach the playoffs heading into the final
week, but they lost nine of their last 12
games to finish ninth in the Eastern
Conference. 

The Bruins hadn’t kept a coach who
missed the playoffs two straight years since
1965, when Milt Schmidt was given a third
year before he was replaced by Harry
Sinden. Julien was spared in 2015 when
team president Cam Neely decided to fire

general manager Peter Chiarelli instead,
replacing him with Sweeney. Sweeney gave
Julien another chance, saying “He’s the
coach of the Boston Bruins as of today, for
sure.” Julien said at the time that he had little
room for error. “It just means that I’m proba-
bly the next one to fall off the totem pole,
right?” the former Canadiens and Devils
coach said last summer. “I’m going to try to
make it last as long as I can.” Again last sum-
mer, the Bruins spared him, with Sweeney
saying Julien was the right coach to guide

the team through a “bumpy transition.”
“We’ve got work to do; I’ve got work to

do,” Sweeney said after the team missed the
playoffs last year. “There’s no question that we
have areas we want to address and collective-
ly we’ve already started to assess that.” Last
season, Julien became the all-time Bruins
leader for wins by a coach. He is the fourth
NHL coach to be fired this season. Julien’s fir-
ing leaves Chicago’s Joel Quenneville as the
longest- tenured coach in the league. He
was hired in 2008. — AP

Bruins fire coach Julien, name Cassidy interim coach

PHILADELPHIA: The St. Louis Blues kicked off a
big five-game trip with a solid performance in
Philadelphia. Carter Hutton led the way. Hutton
had 26 saves, Kenny Agostino scored his first
goal in almost three years and the Blues beat the
Flyers 2-0 on Monday night.

“We battled, played tight defensive hockey,
and found a way,” Hutton said. Paul Stastny also
scored for St. Louis, which won for the second
time in three games after coach Mike Yeo
replaced Ken Hitchcock on Feb. 1, following a 1-
5-0 stretch. Hutton, who allowed 13 goals in his
three previous appearances, posted his first
shutout since Jan. 24 and No. 3 on the season.
“He looked like a confident goalie tonight,” Yeo
said. “He was great right from the start. He
looked calm in the net but was still challenging
and getting aggressive.” Michal Neuvirth made
14 stops for Philadelphia, which was coming off
a 1-0 overtime loss to Los Angeles on Saturday. It
has dropped three of four overall.

It marks the first time the Flyers have been
shut out in consecutive home games without a
road game in between since 1999. Philadelphia
also lost rookie forward Travis Konecny in the
second period with an undisclosed injury. 

The Flyers’ three leading goal-scorers,
Wayne Simmonds, Brayden Schenn and Jakub
Voracek, have not scored in their past four
games. “Obviously, in this league you have to
play good defense, but you also have to score
goals and we’re not generating enough Grade
A opportunities,” said Schenn, who has one
goal in his last nine games. Voracek, who has
one goal in his last 14 games, recorded four
shots in the loss.

DEVILS 2, SABRES 1
Adam Henrique got some puck luck on his

birthday, and his club won for the first time in a
month on home ice as New Jersey skated to a
victory over Buffalo at the Prudential Center. The
Devils snapped a seven-game losing streak at
home, and completed a three-game sweep of
their season series with the Sabres. 

Their last win at the Prudential Center was
back on Jan 2. Rookie Pavel Zacha snapped a 1-1
tie with his sixth goal of the season at the 12:33
mark of the third period, roofing a rebound past
Sabres goalie Robin Lehner with Henrique caus-
ing havoc in front of the net. 

ISLANDERS 6, MAPLE LEAFS 5 (OT)
Brock Nelson scored 2:42 into overtime to

give New York a wild victory over Toronto at
Barclays Center. Nelson’s second goal capped a
frantic back-and-forth affair. Toronto took a 5-4
lead with 2:01 left in the third on a goal by cen-
ter William Nylander, but Islanders left winger
Andrew Ladd answered with the tying score just
32 seconds later. Ryan Strome. Nikolay Kulemin
and Josh Bailey also scored for the Islanders,
who are 7-1-2 in their last 10. Goalie Thomas
Greiss recorded 27 saves. — Reuters

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTLGF GA PTS
Minnesota 34 12 5 172 119 73
Chicago 32 17 5 152 141 69
Nashville 25 19 8 142 135 58
St. Louis 26 22 5 149 162 57
Winnipeg 25 26 4 161 172 54
Dallas 21 22 10 147 169 52
Colorado 14 33 2 99 168 30

Pacific Division
San Jose 33 17 3 144 121 69
Anaheim 28 16 10 141 135 66
Edmonton 29 18 8 156 141 66
Los Angeles 27 22 4 132 128 58
Calgary 27 25 3 146 157 57
Vancouver 23 23 6 123 150 52
Arizona 17 28 6 116 161 40

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 30 16 8 158 134 68
Ottawa 27 17 6 137 135 60
Toronto 24 17 10 160 155 58
Boston 26 23 6 143 149 58
Florida 23 19 10 124 143 56
Detroit 22 21 9 132 152 53
Buffalo 21 21 10 126 145 52
Tampa Bay 23 24 6 144 157 52

Metropolitan Division
Washington 36 11 6 175 114 78
Columbus 33 13 5 170 127 71
Pittsburgh 33 13 5 184 147 71
NY Rangers 33 18 1 177 139 67
Philadelphia 26 21 7 144 164 59
NY Islanders 23 18 10 153 153 56
New Jersey 23 21 10 127 153 56
Carolina 24 20 7 138 146 55
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in
the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings

New Jersey 2, Buffalo 1; NY Islanders 6, Toronto 5 (OT); St. Louis 2, Philadelphia 0.

CANELAS: A Portuguese football team branded
“thugs” and “butchers” have risen to the top of
their amateur league after a string of default wins
because opponents are too afraid to play them.
The club, Canelas, from the suburbs of Porto,
field three members of the ‘Super Dragons’ ultras,
an infamous fan group of Portuguese giants FC
Porto, including their team captain who goes by
the nickname ‘Ape’.  Other clubs in the fourth-tier
amateur league are outraged at the tactics of the
club but none have as yet filed an official com-
plaint.  The president of a rival club Grijo said
Canelas players regularly intimidate opposing
players and referees.

“Canelas does not respect the rules, they are
thugs, butchers and our players are afraid to face
them,” Manuel Gomes told AFP.  But their tactics
are paying off. Canelas have won 19 matches so
far this season as of the end of January — 13 of
them by default because their opponents pre-
ferred to pay a fine of 750 euros ($800) rather than
play.  That has taken the club to the top of their
league, 14 points ahead of their nearest rivals.

Their antics went viral last year when a video
posted on YouTube registered more than one mil-
lion views and showed Canelas players decked
out in their white and blue outfits turning a
match against opponents from Vila FC into a mar-

tial arts exhibition with high kicks to the chest
and head, tackles off the ball and dangerous
lunges from behind. After facing Canelas at the
start of the season, rival club Padroense refused
point blank to show up for the return match with
the notorious amateur outfit. “Canelas players
seek conflict, to make threats, even against refer-
ees,” said the president of Padroense, Germano
Pinho.  Canelas Captain Fernando ‘Ape’ Madureira
says they play tough but fair.  “We are an aggres-
sive team that plays with passion. 

But no one is stepping on the pitch with a gun
or a stick,” said Madureira, who has a masters
degree, as he lay stretched out on a massage
table before a home game gainst Candal, the first
team that agreed to play Canelas in over two
months.  “In the beginning we just wanted to
score some points, now we want to be promoted
because no one wants to play against us,” said
the 41-year-old.  If Canelas win the league they
will have a chance to enter a playoff to enter the
third tier, where they could play in the
Portuguese Cup-potentially against FC Porto.

CORRIDOR OF DEATH 
“Having ultras among us magnifies our repu-

tation as a violent team, when this is not the
case,” added Canelas president Bruno Canastro.

At the bar of Canelas’ modest stadium the players
joked around with each other before greeting
members of the opposing team in a relaxed
atmosphere.  “ The idea of for feiting never
crossed our minds. They are not more violent
than others,” said Candal president Alberto
Ribeiro.  Canelas striker Marco Goncalves, whose
huge biceps bulged under his tight t-shirt, joked
about the club’s bad reputation.

“This is the corridor of death for our adver-
saries,” he said pointing to the dark tunnel that
leads to Canelas’ pitch. The grass of the field was
in top shape since it has only been used for three
matches so far this season. About 300 supporters
watched from ageing stands as Canelas were
defeated 2-0, in a match where their opponents
outran them and showed they had more tech-
nique. Exhausted after their first match in over
two months, the Canelas players walked deject-
edly to their dressing room. Canastro, the club’s
president, said he was “disappointed but proud”
and stressed his side is not violent.

“In the images on YouTube, you see only two or
three players lose their cool. A big deal was made
out of five minutes from a whole season,” he said.
“But there is an advantage to all of this. Canelas in
the only amateur club in Portugal, maybe in the
world, with a global reputation.” — AFP

Portuguese ‘thugs’ top amateur league

NEWARK: The Buffalo Sabres warm up around Robin Lehner #40 prior to the game against the New Jersey Devils at Prudential Center on
Monday in Newark, New Jersey. The New Jersey Devils defeated the Buffalo Sabres 2-1. — AFP
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Stastny, Agostino help 

Blues beat Flyers 2-0

LONDON: Canada’s Denis Shapovalov has
been fined for hitting the umpire with the
ball during his country’s Davis Cup tie
against Great Britain, the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) announced on
Monday.  Shapovalov, 17, was disqualified
after striking chair umpire Arnaud Gabas in
the eye with the ball in Ottawa on Sunday,
gifting singles opponent Kyle Edmund a
victory that gave Britain a 3-2 win.

The ITF fined Shapovalov $7,000 (6,520
euros), rather than the maximum $10,000,
after accepting he had not intentionally
struck Gabas after smacking a ball off the
court in frustration at losing a point.

In a statement published on his Twitter
account before the fine was announced,
Shapovalov wrote: “There is no excuse for
this behaviour and I take full responsibility
for my action. “I’m very sorry to Mr Gabas,
to whom I apologised in person. Very sorry
for letting my Davis Cup team-mates down

and for letting my country down.  “I apolo-
gise to all the tennis fans, to my supporters
and my sponsors. I feel ashamed of my
unprofessional behaviour and will accept
any consequences as a result of my action.”

Israel-born Shapovalov was trailing
Edmund 6-3, 6-4, 2-1 in the decisive World
Group first-round tie when the incident
happened.  French umpire Arnaud Gabas
was taken to hospital in Ottawa as a pre-
caution after being left with bruising and
swelling around his left eye, but no serious
damage was found.  Britain will play France
in the quarter-finals in April. Gabas says he
was lucky to avoid serious injury after
being hit in the face by a ball smashed by
Canada’s Denis Shapovalov. Shapovalov,
17, handed Britain the Davis Cup tie when
he was disqualified against Kyle Edmund
on Sunday for bashing the ball in frustra-
tion and inadvertently catching Gabas in
the eye. Gabas was taken to hospital in
Ottawa as a precaution after being left with
bruising and swelling around his left eye.
No serious damage was found, but Gabas
insisted the incident could have been a lot
worse. “I came off the court looking like
Rocky Balboa,” Gabas was quoted as saying
by Sky Sports. “The video is quite shocking
to look at. We have to avoid some balls dur-
ing the season but this one I had no
chance. “I feel quite lucky it wasn’t worse.
Players can be a bit crazy these days.  “I
could see he was angry and that some-
thing was coming but I never thought he
would hit me.”

The International Tennis Federation fined
Shapovalov $7,000 (6,500 euros), rather
than the maximum $10,000, after accepting
he had not intentionally struck Gabas after
smacking a ball off the court in anger at los-
ing a point.  Gabas said Israel-born
Shapovalov, the junior Wimbledon champi-
on, apologised for his actions. “He was
remorseful and shocked when he came to
apologise,” he said. “At the moment I’m OK,
I’m on painkillers but I have an appointment
to see a specialist when I get home.” — AFP

Shapovalov fined $7,000 

over umpire strike

KUALA LUMPUR: US Masters champion
Danny Willett yesterday said he hoped his
“hero” Tiger Woods could get back to full fit-
ness after injury halted his latest comeback.
Willett warned that age was not on the side
of the 14-time major-winner, who pulled
out of last week’s Dubai Desert Classic with
a back spasm after the first round.

“He (Tiger) knows what he can do and
how good he’s been,” Willett said ahead of
Malaysia’s Maybank Championship, which
starts on Thursday.  “Unfortunately he’s 41
now, and golf is not a good game for your
body at that age. It takes a toll when you
have travelled as much as he has around
the world, it’s difficult to deal with.”

“Hopefully he can stay fit, and get his
swing to work to his fitness levels,” added
Willett. Concerns remain high over the fit-

ness of Woods, who only returned to action
in December after a 16-month absence.
Willett, who also suffers from a back prob-
lem, said he wanted Woods competing
again.  “For myself and the other guys, he
was the hero growing up when he was win-
ning all those majors. Now he’s back, and
he’s back playing,” said the Englishman.

“I hope that he stays fit and can get back
to competing again, because that’s where
everyone wants to see him at. “Every time
he’s back, the whole event has got a different
buzz about it. It’s good to have him back.”
Besides 15th-ranked Willett, South Africa’s
Charl Schwartzel, Spain’s Rafa Cabrera Bello
and defending champion Marcus Fraser of
Australia are also playing the $3 million
Championship at Kuala Lumpur’s Saujana
Golf and Country Club. — AFP

OTTAWA: Umpire Arnaud Gabas, of France,
declares the match forfeited after being
hit in the eye by a ball fired by Canada’s
Denis Shapovalov during a Davis Cup
World Group tie tennis match between
Shapovalov and Britain’s Kyle Edmund in
Ottawa, Ontario. — AP

Willett hopes ‘hero’ 

Tiger can roar again

Tiger Woods



MILAN: Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri
warned against throwing the three points won
against Inter “into the sea” ahead of the Serie A
leaders’ visit to relegation-haunted Crotone yes-
terday. Juventus, bidding for a record sixth con-
secutive Serie A crown, stretched their lead at the
top to six points over Napoli with a hard-fought
1-0 win over Inter Milan in Turin on Sunday.

Although Roma can reclaim second spot to
sit four points behind Juve with a home win
against Fiorentina later, the Old Lady is firmly in
the driving seat.

Their fixture at Crotone was postponed due
to the Italian Super Cup final against AC Milan in
December. Ahead of a game that could see
Napoli and Roma fall further out of contention,
Allegri said only a win will do.

“There’s only one result we’re looking for, oth-
erwise it would be like throwing the three points
we won against Inter into the sea,” Allegri told
media in Turin yesterday.

“Crotone lose a lot of points late on in games,
that means they’re a balanced side who are diffi-
cult to break down. If we don’t approach this
game the right way, it will be difficult to win it.”

Allegri is set to retain the attack-minded 4-2-
3-1 formation that has paid off of late but will
ring the changes for Crotone, who sit second
from bottom of the table nine points from safe-
ty. Defender Giorgio Chiellini (fatigue) and
Claudio Marchisio (back) are both set to be rest-

ed while Croatian starlet Marko Pjaca is given a
rare start up front.

Fit-again Dani Alves is set to return in place of
Swiss defender Stephan Lichtsteiner while
Chiellini’s absence should give Daniele Rugani a
starting place.

Even if Roma wins, Juve will move seven
points clear of the capital club if they beat
Crotone. But Allegri added: “It would increase
our lead, but there’s a long way to go in the

championship.” AC Milan beat Juventus to win
the Super Cup and play their catch-up fixture at
Bologna today. Vincenzo Montella’s men suf-
fered a third straight defeat Sunday with a 1-0
San Siro loss to Sampdoria, dropping to eighth
at 17 points off the pace. 

Bologna welcome the Rossoneri desperate to
make amends for a 7-1 home rout by Napoli on
Saturday that left Roberto Donadoni’s men in
13th place. — AFP
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MILAN: Two cars belonging to the president
of Serie A strugglers Pescara were set alight
in an arson attack blamed yesterday on hard-
line “ultra” fans upset at the club’s poor form.
President Daniele Sebastiani said he planned
to quit the crisis club after a Smart car and an
SUV were torched, according to reports.
Police were alerted by neighbours who saw
one of the vehicles engulfed in flames.  Serie
A condemned the “indescribable acts of vio-
lence” and Sebastiani said he had “had

enough” and would quit at the end of the
season, according to Il Centro newspaper.  

“We hope those responsible are brought
to justice as soon as possible.  Intimidation
or violence is not to be tolerated, especially
by a president who has always run his club
with immense passion and commitment,”
said a league statement.

Police in Pescara are studying closed cir-
cuit television cameras near the scene fol-
lowing the incident. Pescara, promoted to

Italy’s top flight this season, have struggled
to climb their way out of the relegation zone
since the start of the campaign.  Sebastiani
offered to resign last week to spare coach
Massimo Oddo the axe and on Tuesday went
a step further. “That’s it, I’ve had enough,” he
was reported as saying by Il Centro. “I will
leave the club at the end of the season.”

It is not the first time fans have gone to
extreme measures to express their ire at
Oddo’s side, who sit bottom of the table on

nine points with just one win and six draws
from 23 games. Graffiti insulting Sebastiani
appeared on the walls of the club’s Adriatico
stadium on Monday following a 6-2 ham-
mering by Lazio.  Pescara have shipped a
league-leading tally of 50 goals so far and
are 13 points from the safety zone.

Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri, who
had a two-season spell as a player with
Pescara in 1991-1993, helping the minnows
to Serie A promotion in 1992, said the inci-

dent had left him in disbelief. “It’s quite
unbelievable,” he said.

“These things shouldn’t happen in the
world of football, because winning games
isn’t easy, staying up in Serie A isn’t easy.
“Pescara is a civilised place, the club are hav-
ing a tough time but even if they’re relegat-
ed they can bounce back immediately. “They
can do better. I have links with Pescara and I
would like to see them somewhere else in
the table.” — AFP

Angry Pescara ultras torch president’s cars

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Alaves v Vigo 23:00
beIN SPORTS 

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Crotone v Juventus 20:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Bologna v Milan 22:45
beIN SPORTS 

FRENCH LEAGUE
Metz v Dijon 21:00
beIN SPORTS 

Lyonnais v Nancy Lorraine 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Bastia v Nantes 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Lorient v Toulouse 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Nice v Saint Etienne 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Angers v Stade Rennes 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Marseille v Guingamp 23:00
beIN SPORTS

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: Claudio Ranieri was told he is safe from
the sack yesterday as the Thai owners of strug-
gling champions Leicester pledged their “unwa-
vering support” to the under-fire manager.
Ranieri’s side are just one point above the relega-
tion zone after Sunday’s 3-0 defeat to Manchester
United and speculation had mounted that the
Italian was on the brink of being dismissed.

But amid reports Ranieri has lost his players’
backing due to his confusing tactics and selec-
tions, Leicester’s owners have tried to ease the
crisis by making it clear they still believe in the
man who led the Foxes to an improbable Premier
League title triumph last season.  “In light of
recent speculation, Leicester City Football Club
would like to make absolutely clear its unwaver-
ing support for its first-team manager Claudio
Ranieri,” a statement on the club’s website read.
“While there is a collective appreciation from
everyone at the club that recent form needs to
improve, the unprecedented success achieved in
recent seasons has been based firmly on stability,
togetherness and determination to overcome
even the greatest of challenges.  

“The entire club is and will remain united
behind its manager and behind its players, col-
lectively and firmly focused on the challenges
ahead.” With an FA Cup fourth-round replay
against second-tier Derby at the King Power
Stadium looming on Wednesday, Ranieri will
welcome the vote of confidence.  But an embar-
rassing defeat to their local rivals would put the
pressure back on Ranieri, whose team have lost
their last four league matches and face a crucial
clash at fellow strugglers Swansea on Sunday.

FALL FROM GRACE 
“I know the views of the chairman. Maybe he

wanted to stop all the speculation. I didn’t ask
them to do this. I knew what the chairman was
thinking,” Ranieri said at a press conference that

took place soon after the statement was
released. “I understand football. You have to do
your job and I have to do my job.  When you win
three matches you are ‘God’, when you lose three
you are not.  “This is not a crisis. When you aren’t
winning you lose confidence, it is normal.” 

Asked about a report that Ranieri had
replaced chicken burgers with pasta in the
Leicester players’ training ground canteen as
punishment for their poor form, the 65-year-old
laughed off the story and insisted he retained
the squad’s support.

“Never have I seen a chicken burger, only
deep fried chicken. It’s fantastic. I don’t like pas-
ta,” he said. “The dressing room is fantastic. We
try to do our best, but this season everything is
wrong. “The relationship is the same as last sea-

son. I speak the same English and they under-
stand me.” Leicester have won only once in their
last nine league games, have yet to score a
league goal in 2017 and have mustered just five
league victories all season. It is a remarkable fall
from grace for the club that captivated fans
around the world with their title heroics.

“For me it is important to try the right solu-
tion for my players, that’s it,” Ranieri added. “This
club, these players came from the bottom to win
a title. They made all the steps and for this rea-
son I am very confident.  “Never before in my
career did I win a title. I can say thank you all my
life to the players.

“These players are warriors. They have already
lived this situation. They know the problem, they
know the enemy.” — AFP

Leicester owners back 

under-fire Ranieri

Claudio Ranieri

Don’t throw Inter points 

away, Allegri warns Juve

TURIN: Juventus’ supporters wave flags during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Inter Milan on Feb 5 at the Juventus Stadium in
Turin, in which Juventus defeated Inter 1-0. Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri warned against throwing the three points won against Inter
“into the sea” ahead of the Serie A leaders’ visit to relegation-haunted Crotone yesterday. — AFP

PARIS: Monaco coach Leonardo Jardim
said his free-scoring side must cope with
building pressure after opening up a three-
point lead over their title rivals in the hunt
for a first Ligue 1 crown since 2000.

Radamel Falcao scored twice as Monaco
outclassed Nice 3-0 on Saturday to pull
clear of their Cote d’Azur rivals at the top,
with reigning champions Paris Saint-
Germain also three points behind.

“It’s harder to hold on to first place than
to chase it down,” said Jardim ahead of a
trip to Montpellier. “I’m very focused on
ourselves, that’s the most important thing.
We’re working to be ready match after
match. You can’t think about the others.
We’re in first and our aim is to keep hold of
it.” Monaco remain alive in four competi-
tions, having already qualified for April’s
League Cup final against PSG, and face
Manchester City in a fortnight’s time in the
Champions League last 16.

They also hit the 100 goal plateau for
the season at the weekend while Falcao’s
return to form is a notable factor behind
Monaco’s emergence as a genuine threat to
PSG’s four-year reign.

“He’s a top class player. My staff and I
have put together a way of managing him
so he can rediscover his form, but the quali-
ty has always been there,” Jardim said fol-
lowing the win over Nice.

BARCELONA ON THE HORIZON 
PSG left it late before securing a 3-1 win

at Dijon and next host a Lille side bolstered

by a raft of new signings in the January
transfer window. Coach Unai Emery is keen
to get attacking midfielder Angel Di Maria
and full-back Thomas Meunier back after
the pair missed Saturday’s game, while the
hope is to have goalkeeper Kevin Trapp
and holding midfielder Marco Verratti fit in
time for next week’s European clash at
home to Barcelona.

“We must progress every match and the
team’s progression is done through match-
es, by preparing well for them, playing well
and winning them,” said Emery. “It’s the
best preparation for everything.

“The tiredness is normal. When you play
lots of matches, every three days right now,
you need players to be at 100 percent. How
you look after them is very important.”

Today, Nice will look to shake off just
their  second defeat of  the season at
home to a Saint-Etienne side buoyed by a
2-0 win over bitter rivals Lyon in Sunday’s
Rhone derby. The defeat capped a dismal
week for Lyon after they were bundled
out the French Cup by Marseille, while
star striker Alexandre Lacazette hinted
his future lies elsewhere come the end of
the season.

“I think the right time has arrived. I think
this summer is the time to change the air
and see something else,” Lacazette said on
Sunday in an interview broadcast on Canal
Plus. Dimitri Payet is in line for his first start
following his controversial return to
Marseille when they take on slumping
Guingamp. — AFP

MADRID: Atletico Madrid president
Enrique Cerezo quashed rumours the La
Liga side could launch bids to bring back
Diego Costa or Sergio Aguero should
they get a transfer ban overturned.
Aguero has been dropped by
Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola for
Brazilian wonder kid Gabriel Jesus in
City’s last two outings and hinted an exit
was looming at the end of the season
after Sunday’s 2-1 win over Swansea City.  

Despite scoring 102 times in a five-
year spell at Atletico before joining City
in 2011, Cerezo criticised the Argentine
for leaving the club on bad terms.  “If he
had left in a normal and cordial manner
then there would have been no problem,
but I don’t know what happened to him,”
Cerezo told Spanish radio station Cope.

“He left on very bad terms rather than
as a hero.” By contrast, Cerezo has consis-
tently stated Atletico’s desire to bring
back Costa, who fired them to the Liga
title in 2013/14.  Atletico and the player’s
wish for a reunion was rejected last sum-
mer by Chelsea and Costa has gone on
to become a huge part of Antonio
Conte’s side’s march towards the Premier
League title with 15 goals this season.
However, there are doubts about his
future at Stamford Bridge amid reports
of a falling-out with Conte last month
and reported interest from China.  “He is
at a great club. They say he is going to
China, but I don’t see Chelsea letting him
go,” added Cerezo.

Any transfer activity for Atletico in the
summer window depends on the club

winning their appeal against a transfer
ban imposed by FIFA for unlawful signing
of foreign minors.

Atletico have already served one of
the two transfer-window bans and, hav-
ing seen cross-city rivals Real Madrid get
a similar ban reduced to one window,
Cerezo is hopeful the Court of Arbitration
for Sport will grant them a similar ruling.

“We hope they lift (the ban) and we
can sign this summer,” he added.  “We
had the same problem as Real Madrid. If
they have lifted it from them, why would-
n’t they lift it from us?”

Manchester United are meanwhile
reportedly willing to match the 100-mil-
lion-euro ($108 million) buyout clause for
top-scorer Antoine Griezmann.  Cerezo is
determined to keep him. “Every time I
see Antoine I give him a hug,” he said.

“Antoine is a fantastic player and loves
life at Atletico.” Cerezo added that
Atletico will wait for a full judgment in
the case against defender Lucas
Hernandez for domestic violence before
deciding what action to take.

Hernandez and his partner were
arrested following an incident in the ear-
ly hours of Friday morning. Neither made
a complaint against the other, but Spain’s
public prosecutor has asked for both to
be sentenced, with Hernandez facing a
seven-month prison sentence and his
partner a six-month sanction. “When the
judges have their say, we will give our
opinion and say what we have to say,”
said Cerezo. “Atletico Madrid is against
any kind of domestic violence.” — AFP

Atletico president rules 

out Costa, Aguero returns

SOCCER

PREVIEW

Monaco must handle 

spotlight, says Jardim

MONTPELLIER: Monaco’s players warm up before the French L1 football match
between Montpellier (MHSC) and Monaco (ASMFC) at the Stade de la Mosson stadi-
um in Montpellier, southern France, on Monday. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: Washington Wizards guard John Wall, left, dives for a loose ball against Cleveland Cavaliers guard Kyrie Irving, right, during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, in Washington. — AP

WASHINGTON: Kyrie Irving scored 11 of his 23
points in overtime, including a tiebreaking 3-
pointer with 35 seconds left, as the Cleveland
Cavaliers edged the Washington Wizards 140-
135 in a playoff-type atmosphere Monday
night. The loud, sellout crowd was standing,
and so were the players on both benches,
when James somehow missed a gimme layup
late in the fourth quarter. Moments later, he
banked in a maximum-degree-of-difficulty,
step-back 3 with 0.3 seconds left to send the
game overtime, where he fouled out and
Irving took over for Cleveland. James finished
32 points and a career-high 17 assists. Kevin
Love had 39 points and 12 rebounds for the
Eastern Conference leaders, who ended surg-
ing Washington’s winning streaks of 17 in a
row at home and seven in a row overall.
Bradley Beal had 41 points and eight assists for
the Wizards, but he missed a potential tying 3
with about 5 seconds left in overtime.

HEAT 115, TIMBERWOLVES 113
Goran Dragic scored 33 points and hit a

career-high seven 3-pointers to lead Miami to
its 11th straight victory. Hassan Whiteside had
19 points and 13 rebounds, and the Heat shot
53.6 percent (15 for 28) from 3-point range.
Miami made 10 more 3s than Minnesota and
held on late after a furious comeback attempt
by the Wolves. Karl-Anthony Towns had 35
points and eight rebounds for the
Timberwolves, who have lost four straight
games. Andrew Wiggins added 27 points, but
missed two shots with chances to win the
game in the final 8.5 seconds. The Heat led by
as many as 14 points - the ninth straight game
they have led by double digits - and now own
the second-longest winning streak in the NBA
this season. Golden State won 12 in a row in
November.

BULLS 112, KINGS 107
Dwyane Wade scored 31 points, including

the final seven for Chicago in a victory over
Sacramento. After the Bulls squandered a 27-
point lead in the second half, Wade hit a
tiebreaking 20-footer to put them ahead for
good, 109-107, with 13 seconds left. Then he
stole the inbounds pass following a timeout
and went the length of the court for a dunk to
make it a four-point margin. Wade added a
free throw with a second to play following the
second technical foul of the night on a furious
DeMarcus Cousins, who thought he was
fouled on a 3-point attempt. Cousins was
ejected after picking up his 16th technical of
the season, a total that triggers an automatic
one-game suspension. Just after the third
quarter ended, a minor fracas broke out that
involved Cousins, teammate Matt Barnes, Bulls
assistant head coach Jim Boylen and Chicago
forward Taj Gibson. Cousins shoved Boylen’s
arm away as tempers flared, and all three play-
ers were given technicals.

GRIZZLIES 89, SPURS 74
Marc Gasol and Zach Randolph scored 15

points each, Mike Conley added 12 points and
nine assists and Memphis held San Antonio to
a season low in points. The game was close
until Memphis stretched the margin to double
digits just past the midway point of the fourth
quarter and maintained the cushion the rest of
the way. The Spurs ended a three-game win-
ning streak and suffered through the absence
of leading scorer Kawhi Leonard, a late scratch
with a quad contusion. David Lee led the
Spurs with 14 points, converting all six of his
shots. LaMarcus Aldridge added 13 points,
connecting on only 4 of 19 shots. Danny Green
and Manu Ginobili finished with 12 points
each for San Antonio, which began an eight-
game road trip.

PACERS 93, THUNDER 90
Paul George had 21 points and eight

rebounds, Jeff Teague scored 17 points and

Indiana rallied from an 11-point halftime
deficit to beat Oklahoma City. Indiana has won
seven straight games - its longest winning
streak in almost two years. Russell Westbrook
led Oklahoma City with 27 points, a season-
high 18 rebounds and nine assists, falling just
short of his 26th triple-double this season. The
Thunder struggled mightily in the second half,
giving away a 52-41 halftime lead by midway
through the third quarter. The Pacers then
went on a 12-4 run to take a 79-72 advantage
early in the fourth and never trailed again.

RAPTORS 118, CLIPPERS 109
DeMar DeRozan had 31 points and Toronto

overcame a triple-double from Blake Griffin to
beat Los Angeles. Griffin, who had his fifth
career triple-double and first of the season in
three quarters, finished with 26 points, 11
rebounds and 11 assists. It wasn’t enough to
prevent the Clippers from a third straight
defeat against the Raptors and their seventh
in eight games in Toronto. DeRozan, who had
missed seven of Toronto’s last eight games
with a sprained ankle, was 11 of 22 from the
floor, while Kyle Lowry scored 24 points and
Jonas Valanciunas had 21 points and 12
rebounds for his 20th double-double of the
season. The Raptors were 3-4 in DeRozan’s
absence and won for just the fourth time in
their last 12 games.

JAZZ 120, HAWKS 95
Gordon Hayward scored 30 points and

Utah broke open a close game with 10 straight
points in the third quarter to beat Atlanta.
Hayward scored a season-high 33 points in
Utah’s 105-98 win over Charlotte on Saturday
and had 15 points as the Jazz built a 27-14
lead in the first quarter in this one. Utah led
40-23 in the second quarter before Atlanta
had a strong finish to the half and cut the
deficit to 54-50. The Jazz led by only three
points early in the second half before a basket
by George Hill, who had 22 points, started the
decisive 10-0 run. Hill had two three-point
plays to close the run. Dennis Schroder led
Atlanta with 21 points.

LAKERS 121, KNICKS 107
Lou Williams scored 22 points, Nick Young

had 17 and Los Angeles handed New York an
embarrassing defeat to stop a 12-game losing
streak on the road. Julius Randle and Brandon
Ingram added 14 points apiece for the strug-
gling Lakers, who won for only the third time
in 13 games overall. They had dropped 17 of
their previous 18 away from home, with the
only road victory during that stretch coming
on Dec. 16 in Philadelphia. It was Los Angeles’
first victory over New York at Madison Square
Garden in six years. Carmelo Anthony led the
Knicks with 26 points. Kristaps Porzingis and
Brandon Jennings each had 16. 

PELICANS 111, SUNS 106
Anthony Davis capped his 34-point night

with a key rebound and six made free throws

in the final half-minute, Jrue Holiday scored
five of his 30 points in the last minute and a
half and New Orleans ended a four-game slide
with a victory over Phoenix. E’Twaun Moore
scored 12 points for the Pelicans, who led by
as many as 10 in the first half but found them-
selves behind for much of the fourth quarter
until Davis and Holiday took over late. T.J.
Warren scored 20 points for the Suns, while
Devin Booker, Eric Bledsoe and Leandro
Barbosa each added 14 points. Tyson Chandler
had 12 rebounds and 11 points for Phoenix,
which dropped its second straight.

NUGGETS 110, MAVERICKS 87
Will Barton scored 31 points, connecting on

five 3-pointers, and Denver overcame the
absence of three starters to beat Dallas. Gary
Harris added 20 points and Wilson Chandler
had 14 points and 10 rebounds for the
Nuggets, who were without forward Danilo
Gallinari because of a left groin strain and
guard Emmanuel Mudiay due to a recurrence

of a lower back injury. Also missing the game
was forward Kenneth Faried, who was excused
to tend to personal matters. Dallas, which was
also short-handed, was led by Seth Curry and
Yogi Ferrell. They had 15 points apiece, but the
loss ended a four-game winning streak for the
Mavericks.

PISTONS 113, 76ERS 96
Andre Drummond had 16 points and 17

rebounds, and Detroit pulled away at the start
of the third quarter for an easy victory over
Philadelphia. Detroit led 55-46 at halftime,
then made its first six shots of the third quar-
ter. The Pistons went on to outscore
Philadelphia 34-21 in the period and were
never seriously challenged after that. Detroit
had seven players in double figures. Marcus
Morris led the way with 19 points, and Reggie
Jackson scored 14. Jon Leuer, Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope and Aron Baynes had 12 each.
Jahlil Okafor scored 16 points for the 76ers,
who have lost four straight. —  AP

Irving’s grit spark Cavs thriller win

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 33 18 .647 -
Toronto 32 21 .604 2
NY Knicks 22 31 .415 12
Philadelphia 18 33 .353 15
Brooklyn 9 42 .176 24

Central Division
Cleveland 35 15 .700 -
Indiana 29 22 .569 6.5
Chicago 26 26 .500 10
Detroit 24 28 .462 12
Milwaukee 22 28 .440 13

Southeast Division
Washington 30 21 .588 -
Atlanta 30 22 .577 0.5
Charlotte 23 28 .451 7
Miami 22 30 .423 8.5
Orlando 20 33 .377 11

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 33 19 .635 -
Oklahoma City 30 23 .566 3.5
Denver 23 28 .451 9.5
Portland 22 30 .423 11
Minnesota 19 33 .365 14

Pacific Division
Golden State 43 8 .843 -
LA Clippers 31 21 .596 12.5
Sacramento 20 32 .385 23.5
LA Lakers 18 36 .333 26.5
Phoenix 16 36 .308 27.5

Southwest Division
San Antonio 39 12 .765 -
Houston 37 17 .685 3.5
Memphis 32 22 .593 8.5
Dallas 20 31 .392 19
New Orleans 20 32 .385 19.5

NBA results/standings
Chicago 112, Sacramento 107; Memphis 89, San Antonio 74; Denver 110, Dallas 87; New Orleans 111, Phoenix
106; Miami 115, Minnesota 113; Toronto 118, LA Clippers 109; Utah 120, Atlanta 95; Detroit 113, Philadelphia
96; LA Lakers 121, NY Knicks 107; Cleveland 140, Washington 135 (OT); Indiana 93, Oklahoma City 90.

DENVER: Denver Nuggets guard Will Barton, left, drives past Dallas Mavericks forwards
Dwight Powell, center, and Dirk Nowitzki, of Germany, on the way to the net in the sec-
ond half of an NBA basketball game Monday, in Denver. The Nuggets won 110-87.  — AP
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BANGALORE: In this photo taken on January 10, 2017, start-up companies work out of Nasscom's Startup Warehouse facility, which incubates start-up tech companies. — AFP photos  

BANGALORE: In the basement of a Bangalore building,
hundreds of young Indians sit in neat rows of desks
typing furiously, all dreaming of becoming the new
Steve Jobs or Mark Zuckerberg. A quarter of a century
after liberalization kick-started India's economic trans-
formation, a new generation of young people are capi-
talizing on their parents' hard-won financial security to
try their luck in the risky business of tech start-ups.

"It's really picking up," said Aneesh Durg, a young
Indian-origin student from Chicago who came to the
southern tech hub of Bangalore to help develop a
device that helps blind people read written text. "It's
actually not what I expected it to be. I thought that
they would be a little bit behind, but they are actually
working just as hard and there's really cool stuff com-
ing out of India these days."

More and more young people in the country of 1.25
billion people are opting to go it alone, in stark contrast
to previous generations that valued the stability of
employment above all else. India now has some 4,750
tech start-ups-the highest number in the world after
the United States and Britain, which it is fast catching
up. Success stories include Flipkart, Amazon's rival in
India, and online supermarket Big Basket.

Global product 
From robots and mobile apps to smart kitchens and

a cocktail-making machine the cavernous Bangalore
office, which houses one of India's biggest start-up
incubators, is a veritable ideas factory. Every meeting
room bears a photo of a successful technology entre-
preneur. Vikram Rastogi is a robotics expert who set up
a small incubator named Hacklab after visiting the
prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
2014. "I saw the kind of hardware work they were
doing. We could also do the same kind of hardware
work in India, it's just that people do not pursue it
much further," he explains. "So I thought let me start
with something in India and try to make global prod-
uct out of it," Rastogi adds.

The engineering graduate is currently working on
ways to enable drones to operate as part of a fleet in
order to harness more information, an application
that could be used to gather data over large areas

such as the vast farms of Australia or Brazil. But the
path to building the next Google or Apple is not
always smooth.

"When I started this we had a lot of people who
came to us with start-up ideas," Rastogi says, but he
admits that some give up over time often due to family
pressure to get a salaried job. New generation - Sylvia
Veeraraghavan, one of the millions who have migrated
to Bangalore for work since the 1990s, is watching this
new generation of self-starters with interest. When she
moved there, the city was becoming a outsourcing hub
for Western technology companies seeking a cheap
and well educated workforce through companies such
as Infosys, Tata Consultancy Services and Wipro.

Different values 
"For me, for the people of my time, getting a job

was a very big deal. The kind of values that we used to
have are very different from the values that people
have today," said Veeraraghavan, who now works for a
charity after a 25-year career in IT. She believes the ris-
ing prosperity of India's middle class has given young
people the freedom to experiment.

"They are not constricted, or restricted, having to
take up a job, or finding their next meal," she said.
"They can be innovative, they can be imaginative." It is
a trend that looks set to continue-according to fore-
casts, between 200,000 and 250,000 people will be
working in tech start-ups by 2020, nearly double the
current number, according to software industry associ-
ation Nasscom. 

Traditionally there has been a well-trodden path
from Indian IT institutes to a master's degree in
America and then on to a plum job in Silicon Valley. But
US President Donald Trump's crackdown on immigra-
tion-including a proposed restructure of the H-1B
working visas often used by tech firms to recruit for-
eign skilled workers-may mean even more of India's
tech stars opt to carve a new route to success at home.
It remains too early to say what impact Trump's
planned immigration reform could have on India, but
for Aneesh the answer is simple. He is already confi-
dent that when he finishes his studies in Chicago, he
will be heading back to India not California. — AFP 

Start-up fever grips tech-savvy Indians
Young India capitalizing on hard-won financial security 

LONDON: President Donald Trump's review of post-crisis banking
rules could sound the death knell for new global standards now being
finalised and rip apart a common approach to regulating international
lenders, bankers and regulators said. Central banks and watchdogs
around the world have spent the past eight years drawing up regula-
tion aimed at preventing a repeat of the 2007-2009 financial crisis, but
there are fears that project could unravel after Trump said he wants the
U.S. to row back on capital rules.

Trump's order for a regulatory review to overcome what he sees as
obstacles to lending came as banking watchdogs were trying to com-
plete the final piece of global capital requirements, known as Basel III.
Given that the United States wants to shrink the banking rule book,
there are doubts over whether the Basel rules can make it over the fin-
ishing line next month if they don't have backing from the United
States. Without support from the world's biggest capital market, other
countries would be less willing to commit too. The core aim of the out-
standing part of Basel III that regulators are working on - dubbed Basel
IV by critical banks who worry about more stringent capital require-
ments - is to impose more consistency into how banks calculate the
amount of capital they hold against risky assets like loans.

'A lot more aggressive' 
JPMorgan chief executive Jamie Dimon said in the aftermath of the

financial crisis that European rivals had been "a lot more aggressive"
than American banks in calculating capital, meaning they were hold-
ing less. European policymakers have rejected that criticism, but their
region's banks have been lobbying against the remaining Basel rules,
saying they would force them to increase significantly the amount of
capital they need to hold.

If the United States fails to approve the completion of Basel III, the
perceived problem that European banks get away with holding less
capital than US lenders may not be properly tackled, a source involved
in the negotiations said. "It's in the interests of American banks to get
this done," the source said. Others are less optimistic that a deal can
now be done after Trump's intervention. "It's going to delay complet-
ing Basel III, and perhaps lead to it not being concluded," an adviser to
banks said on condition of anonymity. "I do fear that Basel IV is
doomed," a banking industry official added. There are headwinds from
elsewhere, too. Patrick McHenry, Republican vice chairman of the
House financial services committee, fired a warning shot at Federal
Reserve Governor Janet Yellen about the Basel talks in a letter dated
Jan. 31, ahead of Trump's executive order.

The Fed must "cease" all attempts to negotiate binding standards
"burdening American business" until the Trump Administration has
had the opportunity to nominate officials that prioritize "America's
best interests", McHenry said. While lawmakers often call on regulators
to ease pressure on firms, regulators said Trump's intervention in bank-
ing rules gives more clout to McHenry's warning. The Basel Committee
declined to comment.

Global cooperation
Trump's decision to review existing, post-crisis banking rules has

rung alarm bells among regulators outside the country. Mario Draghi,
president of the European Central Bank, which regulates the euro
zone's main lenders, said on Monday that easing banking rules could
threaten financial stability. Draghi was chairman of the Group of 20
Economies' (G20) regulatory task force, the Financial Stability Board,

which during the financial crisis was instrumental in building up a
global approach to reinforcing banking standards. A former regulator
said the United States would be scoring an own goal by withdrawing
from multilateral bodies like Basel as it would no longer be shaping
rules that impinge on U.S.  banking competitiveness globally. "It's early
days, but what we have seen in language and rhetoric from
Washington is worrying," said David Wright, a former top EU official
who was part of crisis-era efforts to create the global regulatory con-
sensus. "If you break international consensus, you are effectively open-
ing up a regulatory race and heaven knows where it will end," said
Wright, now at Flint Global, which advises companies on regulatory
matters. Wright was referring to what was seen in the run-up to the
financial crisis, when countries like Britain resorted to a "light touch"
approach to banks to make London a more attractive financial centre.

Valdis Dombrovskis, the EU's financial services chief, said last week
that international regulatory cooperation had been vital in tackling the
financial crisis and must continue. Much will hinge on how much regu-
latory change Trump can actually push through. Former Democratic
Congressman Barney Frank, who jointly sponsored the Dodd Frank Act
that Trump wants to review, told the BBC last week he does not expect
Congress to approve the wholesale rolling back of rules, but the Trump
administration could pressure US regulators to ease up on applying
existing requirements.

Anil Kashyap, a Bank of England policymaker, said last month that
Trump's nomination for the powerful role of Fed Vice Chair in charge of
banking supervision would shape the US approach to international
rule-making. It will have a "huge impact", a regulatory source added.
The fear among global regulators is that multilateral bodies like the
Basel Committee and the Financial Stability Board could be aban-
doned by the United States under Trump.

Jose Ignacio Goirigolzarri, chairman of Spain's Bankia, told Spanish
television on Tuesday he would be concerned if Trump was question-
ing the usefulness of international banking rules. "It would worry me
very much because I think it's very important, very relevant that there
have been advances in the homogenization of regulation amongst
developed countries," he said.  — Reuters 

Trump banking review raises 

fears for global standards 

BANGALORE: In this photo taken on January 10, 2017, an intern works at start-up company Hacklab.in. 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks during a
meeting with county sheriffs in the Roosevelt Room of the
White House. — AFP 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.734
Indian Rupees 4.539
Pakistani Rupees 2.918
Srilankan Rupees 2.031
Nepali Rupees 2.843
Singapore Dollar 217.040
Hongkong Dollar 39.408
Bangladesh Taka 3.832
Philippine Peso 6.156
Thai Baht 8.736

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.574
Qatari Riyal 84.018
ani Riyal 794.439
Bahraini Dinar 812.280
UAE Dirham 83.286

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 19.650
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.669
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.228
Tunisian Dinar 134.970
Jordanian Dinar 434.970
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.038
Syrian Lira 2.180
Morocco Dirham 31.036

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.700
Euro 329.090
Sterling Pound 382.740

Nepalese Rupees 3.830
Malaysian Ringgit 69.685
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.825
Thai Bhat 9.710
Turkish Lira 82.920

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.374076 0.384076
Czech Korune 0.004087 0.016087
Danish Krone 0.039926 0.044926
Euro 0. 321686 0.330686
Norwegian Krone 0.032859 0.038059
Romanian Leu 0.072506 0.072506
Slovakia 0.009160 0.019160
Swedish Krona 0.030455 0.035455
Swiss Franc 0.300795 0.311795
Turkish Lira 0.076856 0.087156

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.226088 0.238088
New Zealand Dollar 0.218389 0.227889

America
Canadian Dollar 0.227665 0.236665
Georgina Lari 0.138072 0.138072
US Dollars 0.301600 0.306000
US Dollars Mint 0.302100 0.306000

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003648 0.004232
Chinese Yuan 0.043189 0.046689

Hong Kong Dollar 0.037316 0.040066
Indian Rupee 0.002706 0.004929
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002646 0.002826
Kenyan Shilling 0.002941 0.002941
Korean Won 0.000257 0.000272
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065318 0.071318
Nepalese Rupee 0.003082 0.003252
Pakistan Rupee 0.002713 0.003003
Philippine Peso 0.006083 0.006383
Sierra Leone 0.000038 0.000044
Singapore Dollar 0.210731 0.220731
South African Rand 0.016872 0.025372
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001679 0.002259
Taiwan 0.009738 0.009918
Thai Baht 0.008384 0.008934

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.804304 0.812804
Egyptian Pound 0.010127 0.019380
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000186 0.000246
Jordanian Dinar 0.425508 0.434508
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020105 0.044105
Nigerian Naira 0.000401 0.001036
Omani Riyal 0.787605 0.793285
Qatar Riyal 0.083157 0.084607
Saudi Riyal 0.080433 0.081733
Syrian Pound 0.001296 0.001516
Tunisian Dinar 0.130255 0.138255
Turkish Lira 0.076856 0.087156
UAE Dirhams 0.081806 0.083506
Yemeni Riyal 0.000994 0.001074

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 305.350
Canadian Dolla 233.630
Sterling Pound 382.030
Euro 328.575
Swiss Frank 305.195
Bahrain Dinar 809.460
UAE Dirhams 83.530
Qatari Riyals 84.750
Saudi Riyals 82.355
Jordanian Dinar 431.845
Egyptian Pound 16.687
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.030
Indian Rupees 4.536
Pakistani Rupees 2.913
Bangladesh Taka 3.857
Philippines Pesso 6.150
Cyprus pound 167.685
Japanese Yen 3.730
Syrian Pound 2.425

Canadian dollar 234.340
Turkish lira 82.960
Swiss Franc 309.260
Australian Dollar 236.310
US Dollar Buying 304.500

GOLD
20 Gram 252.100
10 Gram 128.970
5 Gram 65.330

Bahrain Exchange Company

Joyalukkas delights patrons with 

amazing gifts for Valentine’s Day

DUBAI: Joyalukkas, the world’s favorite
jeweler, is giving customers a Valentine’s
Day to remember with the exclusive
Joyalukkas BeMine Heart to Heart
Collection. This captivating collection of
diamond jewelry is the perfect gift and will
continue to capture hearts long after the
season of love is over. 

“Last year’s Valentine’s collection was
very well received by our loyal patrons,”
says Mr Joy Alukkas, Chairman & MD,
Joyalukkas Group. “This year we’ve collect-
ed an even more stunning selection of
handpicked master pieces of exquisite
craftsmanship featuring certified dia-
monds. Add to that special gifts on pur-
chase, and we are sure everyone will simply
fall in love with this new collection.” The

Joyalukkas BeMine Heart to Heart
Collection features sparkling certified dia-
monds set gold and rose gold pendants
and bracelets. Each piece presents a beauti-
fully stylized heart and comes in an exqui-
site gift box designed to make the recipient
feel cherished and special. 

The global jewelry retailer’s popular 0%
deduction on gold exchange offer is avail-
able for customers to enjoy, Customers get
Free 2 Gram 22K gold coin free on pur-
chase of diamond, polki and pearl jewelry
worth KD 400 and a 2-gram 22K gold coin
free on purchases worth KD 250. The
Joyalukkas BeMine Heart to Heart
Collection and offers are available across
all 120 showrooms in 11countries from
2nd to 18th February 2017.

The performance of Qatari equities was
lackluster in 2016, though they have done
somewhat better thus far in 2017. The

Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE) was flat on the
year, underperforming its GCC peers. Though
Qatar remains the fastest growing regional
economy with non-oil GDP growth expected to
average 5.5% in the coming two years, com-
pared to a GCC average of 2.9%,government
spending cuts and tightening liquidity took
their toll on sentiment and corporate results.
The market ended the year in better form sup-
ported by December’s OPEC deal to cut oil out-
put and support energy prices. 

Despite rallying in 3Q16, QSE was unable to
lock in any gains in 2016. The general index was
up a mere 0.1% on the year notably underper-
forming the regional MSCI GCC price index
which advanced 5.1%.The Qatari market, along
with other GCC markets, started the year on the
wrong foot when oil prices dipped to the low
20’s. All GCC markets bounced back as oil prices
recovered, but the QSE was unable to maintain
momentum, falling behind most of its peers.

An upgrade of the market to emerging mar-
ket (EM) status by FTSE had a strong though
short-lived impact. Qatari equities had a good
run in the weeks leading up to the upgrade;
but the rally was not sustained and QSE contin-
ued with a lackluster performance for the
remainder of 2016. The upgrade, which came
into effect in September, was set to lure more
than $500 million through passive funds alone;
indeed, foreign inflows to QSE saw a notable
pick up in the second half of 2016. According to
EFG Hermes, net foreign inflows to QSE aver-
aged $212 mil l ion a month compared to
$81million in 1H16. 

 Triggered by Trump 
The QSE rebounded late in the year on the

back of the deal by oil producers to cut oil out-
put, and continues to do better thus far in
2017.The selling of EM assets, partly triggered by
the election of Donald Trump in the US, didn’t
seem to have a significant effect on Qatari equi-
ties. Data showed foreign inflows mostly holding
up since the election. Market capitalization stood
at $153 billion at the end of December, having
added a $1.6 billion during the year.

Sentiment in Qatar suffered due toa lack of
clarity regarding cuts in government spending
and declining liquidity. Despite being the fastest
growing economy and having one of the
strongest fiscal positions in the region, low oil
prices of the past two years have taken a heavy
toll on confidence and business in the country.
Government spending, the lynchpin of the econ-
omy, is expected to have contracted for the sec-
ond year in a row in 2016.Meanwhile, the finan-
cial sector was being pressured by declining liq-
uidity with deposits at banks contracting5% y/y
in October 2016.

Financial companies, QSE’s largest sector, felt
the heat of tightening liquidity. The rising cost of
funds squeezed sector margins, with some banks
grappling with capital requirement issues. There
are 14 banks and financial institutions listed on
the Qatari exchange, out of a total of 44 compa-
nies. The sector makes up 41% of the total mar-
ket capitalization. Transport is the second largest
sector making up 26% with the remainder dis-
tributed among five other sectors.

The low oil and gas price environment
seemed to hurt Qatari corporate most. Corporate
earnings for the first nine months of 2016 (9M16)
continued to reflect weakness in the private sec-

tor with a sample of listed companies’ profits
down 11% compared to a year ago, the biggest
decline among the four major GCC economies.
Moreover, most 9M16 corporate announcements
missed analysts’ estimates, which contributed to
QSE’s weak performance in 4Q16. A sample of 18
companies announced profits that were on aver-
age 7% lower than forecast.

The most overvalued in the region
Despite their underperformance, Qatari equi-

ties remain among the most overvalued in the
region. With an average P/E ratio of 14.2, QSE is
the third most expensive market in the GCC. This
helped the QSE become the second largest GCC
stock market, having surpassed Kuwait’s stock
market in size in 2010. With a market capitaliza-
tion to non-oil GDP ratio of 83%, the Qatari mar-
ket seems overpriced compared to GCC peers. 

Market liquidity fell sharply as funds were
directed away from equities toward bonds. The
average daily turnover was $77 million in 2016,
down 27% from 2015.With banks turning to
fixed-income markets to issue Basel III-compliant
perpetual and other bonds, and GCC govern-
ments tapping debt markets to finance deficits,
some liquidity was directed away from regional
equities. However, as governments look to raise
more debt internationally rather than depend on
domestic borrowing, activity in equity markets
has seen a pickup.  

Despite a weak performance in 2016, QSE con-
tinued to lead in capital market development.
According to the World Economic Forum’s
2015/16 Global Competitiveness Report, Qatar
ranks first in the Arab world in terms of efficiency
of financial market development, availability of
financial services, ease of financing through equity
markets, and regulation of securities exchanges.
Efforts to develop Qatar’s financial and capital
markets, which are part of Qatar’s National vision
2030,paid off with FTSE recent upgrade and simi-
lar upgrades by MSCI and S&P in 2014.

Focus in 1Q17 will be on annual earnings
announcements which have so far missed ana-
lyst estimates. Nevertheless, the market is up
1.5% year- to-date (ytd, February 3). In the medi-
um term, investors will continue to monitor gov-
ernment’s fiscal and reform plans for the coming
years, as well as oil price developments.
Internationally, with a new US administration,
investor focus will be on the US, as they seek to
ascertain the shift in key economic policies and
their implications for capital markets globally.

Qatar: Spending cuts and tight 

liquidity weigh on equities in 2016

EDINBURGH: The Scottish parlia-
ment is expected to officially regis-
ter its opposition to the British
government ’s march towards
Brexit yesterday in a vote that will
further strain the bonds of the
United Kingdom. Scotland’s
nationalist government has said
the vote will be one of the most
important in the semi-autonomous
parliament’s 18-year history.

“This is one of the most signifi-
cant votes in the history of the
Scottish parliament since devolu-
tion,” said Scottish First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon. “This vote is far
more than symbolic. It is a key test
of whether Scotland’s voice is
being listened to and whether our
wishes can be accommodated
within the UK process,” added
Sturgeon, who is also the leader of
the Scottish National Party (SNP).

British lawmakers are currently

debating a bill to start the coun-
tr y ’s  withdrawal  f rom the
European Union, but the Scottish
government says the draft legisla-
t ion should not  proceed as
Edinburgh has received no com-
mitment that it will be effectively
consulted on the exit  terms.
Scotland was told it would be an
“equal  par tner ” in  the Br it ish
union if it rejected independence,
which it did by 55 percent in a
2014 referendum.

Twenty months later Scotland
voted to remain in the EU by 62
percent, but it was outvoted by
England which has a vastly larger
population. Northern Ireland vot-
ed to stay in the bloc while Wales
went with Leave in the June refer-
endum, resulting in Brexit suc-
ceeding overall with 52 percent of
the vote. The debate is “a chance
for our national parliament to reaf-

firm the voice of the people of
Scotland and make clear that, as a
nation, we oppose the catastroph-
ic hard Brexit now being pursued
by the Tories at Westminster,”
Sturgeon said.

Greater involvement
British judges ruled in January

that a convention designed to
deter London from imposing laws
on S cot land carr ied no legal
force, clearing the way for the UK
government  to  t r igger  Brexit
without consulting Edinburgh. A
major i t y  of  MPs on M onday
rejec ted amendments  to  the
Brexit bill which called for greater
involvement  of  the devolved
administrations.

Lawmakers voted against guar-
anteeing they be consulted before
Prime Minister Theresa May signs

any agreements with Brussels, or
delaying starting exit proceedings
until at least one month after the
devolved administrations have
agreed to a UK strategy. The
Scottish parliament will  press
ahead with a vote to voice its dis-
sent, but the UK government has
no compulsion to listen. 

Scottish Labour has additionally
voiced its opposition to the UK bill,
giving the Scottish government
enough votes to get its motion
through parliament, but party
leader Kezia Dugdale has urged the
SNP to stop using Brexit to agitate
for independence. A British govern-
ment spokesman said: “The UK gov-
ernment will continue our engage-
ment with the Scottish government
and with people and groups across
Scotland as we prepare to leave the
EU to secure the best deal for
Scotland and the UK.” —AFP

WASHINGTON: Most US aid groups working
abroad face the unintended consequences of
US banking regulations aimed at preventing
terrorist financing, just as the number of people
displaced worldwide has reached record levels,
according to a survey published yesterday. Two-
thirds of US non-profits working internationally
experience banking problems, according to the
survey commissioned by the Charity & Security
Network and funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation. Fifteen percent of non-prof-
its experienced those problems constantly or
regularly. Smaller organizations were more like-
ly to face banking barriers, the report found.

Major western banks have pulled out of cer-
tain lines of business or parts of the world
because they fear violating tighter US regula-
tions, a trend referred to as “de-risking.” Those
hit hardest include charities, money remittance
services, and even entire regions.

The most common problems charities face
include delayed wire transfers, sometimes
stretching into weeks, requests for more docu-
mentation, and higher fees, the survey found.
Some non-profits see their accounts closed or
banks refuse to open accounts for them in the
first place. Non-profits are forced to use riskier
ways to move money, including carrying cash,
the report said.

The Swasia Charity Foundation has had
problems accessing banking services ever since
it was founded in New Jersey in 2012 to provide
aid to Syrians affected by the civil war, Rami

Bitar, a board member, said in an interview. In
2014, Bank of America Corp blocked a transfer
for about $35,000 because Swasia’s treasurer
mentioned the money was destined for an edu-
cation program in a Syrian village. The bank
asked for more information and in the end did
not complete the transfer, Bitar said.

The same year, JPMorgan Chase & Co gave
the group two months’ notice before it closed
its account, Bitar said. “We did not inquire
about why or whether they can do it or not,”
Bitar said. “We assumed the reason behind it is
that we are a charity for the Syrian people and
simply that was it.” Bank of America and
JPMorgan Chase declined to comment. Critics
say the US government is primarily concerned
with stopping terrorist financing, an approach
they argue drives transactions outside the for-
mal financial system and makes it harder to
track illicit activity.

“They want the bad guys out and that’s
the only thing they’re set up to do,” said Scott
Paul, senior humanitarian policy advisor at
Oxfam America. A State Department official
said the US government’s interests are served
by charities being allowed to do their work,
but that priority competes with that of pro-
tecting the global financial system from
abuse. “It’s not like there are great solutions
that are leaping forward that are being
ignored by anyone,” said the official, on condi-
tion of anonymity. The Treasury Department
declined to comment. —Reuters

US aid groups working abroad 

hobbled by banking barriers

Scottish vote to air opposition to Brexit
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RIO DE JANEIRO: The early morning
line for food at the Anjinho Feliz commu-
nity centre stretches down the road as
the swelling ranks of Brazil’s poor and
homeless wait for care packages of rice,
cooking oil and biscuits. The center’s
founder, Miriam Gomes, has been work-
ing with Brazil’s homeless people for ten
years. She has never seen it this bad.

The country’s economic crisis and the
high cost of living in big cities are forcing
thousands onto the street, she said.  “I’ve
seen a 70 percent increase in the num-
ber of homeless over the last three
years,” said Gomes, as volunteers buzzed
around the center distributing food. “In
the past, most homeless were adult
males; now there are far more women

and kids living on the streets,” she told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

About 14,000 people are living on the
streets of Rio de Janeiro, a city of about
6.5 million, according to data from the
municipal government. That’s a sharp
increase over a decade ago in a trend
seen across Brazil ’s other big cities,
according to government data and com-
munity workers. In Sao Paulo, the largest
city in South America, the number of
people sleeping rough on the streets
nearly doubled between 2000 and 2015
to 15,906 people, according to that city’s
municipal government.

Homelessness in Brazilian cities is gen-
erally defined as people who regularly
sleep outside on the streets, rather than

just those who lack a permanent address.
Teresa Bergher, an official with the city of
Rio de Janeiro, told local media that “the
situation of homeless people in Rio is
now calamitous”. She urged Brazil’s feder-
al government to provide support to
cash-strapped cities like hers.

National housing initiatives such as
Brazil’s multi-billion dollar “My House, My
Life” building program which provided a
lifeline to some homeless families have
been cut amid the country’s worst reces-
sion since the 1930s.  “The waiting list for
Minha Casa, Minha Vida is huge,” said
Gomes. “And the homeless shelters are
so awful that people would rather stay
on the street.” Other public services upon
which the poor and homeless depend

such as healthcare are also under strain,
according to government officials and
campaigners.

Informal economy
The federal government says getting

the economy growing again is the top
priority to reduce the ranks of Brazil’s
homeless and 12 million unemployed.
Josineia da Costa Batista lost her job in
the economic crisis and was forced to
turn to the Anjinho Feliz Center for help.
“I used to work in the informal sector
washing clothes,” Batista, a mother of
three, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.  

“A friend told me about this place so I
could get food,” said Batista who now

volunteers at the center cooking lunches
for other poor and homeless people.

Workers like Batista in Brazil’s large
informal sector have been particularly
hard hit by the crisis. Unlike Brazilians
employed in  the formal  economy,
they receive no benefits when they’re
l a i d  o f f.  B r a z i l ’s  Pre s i d e n t  M i c h e l
Temer said unemployment is the top
issue facing the country and pledged
to get the economy growing again
this year in an interview with Reuters
in January.  

Growth will increase tax revenue to
finance public spending programs for
housing and other services in states
like Rio which are teetering on bank-
ruptcy, officials said. — Reuters     

In Brazil, recession push families onto the street

LONDON: Michael Kors took a revenue
hit in the third quarter with business in
Europe and the Americans weakening.
Comparable store sales fell and the luxu-
ry retailer lowered its outlook for all of
2017. The company’s expectations for the
current quarter also disappointed
investors and shares tumbled 11 percent
before the opening bell yesterday, seem-
ingly headed for a 52-week low. 

It has been a rough start to the year
for luxury sector. Tiffany & Co. announced
the departure of its CEO on Sunday after
a dreary holiday season. Ralph Lauren
Corp. and CEO Stefan Larsson, who took
over top job less than two years ago in
hopes of revitalizing the iconic brand,
mutually agreed to part ways last week.
For the three months ended Dec 31,
Michael Kors’ revenue fell to $1.35 billion
from $1.4 billion, though that was in line
with the expectations of industry ana-
lysts that follow the company, according

to a survey by Zacks Investment
Research. Revenue declined in Europe
and the Americas. While revenue surged
89.1 percent in Asia, it was due largely to
recent acquisitions of previously licensed
operations in China and South Korea.
Sales at stores open at least a year, a key
indicator of a retailer’s health, dropped
6.9 percent. Michael Kors Holdings Ltd.
earned $271.3 million, or $1.64 per share,
in the quarter. A year earlier the luxury
handbag and clothing company earned
$294.6 million, or $1.59 per share.

There were fewer shares outstanding
in the current quarter. The performance
topped the $1.62 per share that analysts
polled by Zacks were calling for. Yet the
conservative outlook overshadowed
quarterly profit and revenue figures.
Michael Kors said that it now foresees fis-
cal 2017 adjusted profit in a range of
$4.15 to $4.19 per share on revenue of
about $4.48 billion. — AP

BEIJING: China’s foreign exchange reserves unex-
pectedly fell below the closely watched $3 tril-
lion level in January for the first time in nearly six
years, though tighter regulatory controls
appeared to making some progress in slowing
capital outflows. China has taken a raft of steps
in recent months to make it harder to move
money out of the country and to reassert a grip
on its faltering currency, even as US President
Donald Trump steps up accusations that Beijing
is keeping the yuan too cheap.

Reserves fell $12.3 billion in January to $2.998
trillion, more than the $10.5 billion that econo-
mists polled by Reuters had expected. While the
$3 trillion mark is not seen as a firm “line in the
sand” for Beijing, concerns are swirling over the
speed at which the country is depleting its
ammunition, sowing doubts over how much
longer authorities can afford to defend both the
currency and its reserves.

Some analysts fear a heavy and sustained
drain on reserves could prompt Beijing to deval-
ue the yuan as it did in 2015, which could throw
global financial markets into turmoil and stoke
political tensions with the new US administra-
tion. While Beijing quickly downplayed the fall
below the $3 trillion level, the breach could bol-
ster China’s argument that it not deliberately
devaluing its currency, ahead of the US
Treasury’s semi-annual report in April on curren-
cy manipulators.

To be sure, the January decline was much
smaller than the $41 billion reported in
December, and was the smallest in seven
months, indicating China’s renewed crackdown
on outflows appears to be working, at least for
now. Economists expect more forceful policing of
existing regulatory controls after the latest slide,
though China’s financial system is notoriously
porous, with speculators quickly able to find new
channels to get funds out of the country.

“With FX reserves below $3 trillion, we can

expect capital controls as well as tightening
yuan liquidity to continue, as the authorities try
to avoid a further drawdown,” said Chester Liaw,
an economist at Forecast Pte Ltd in Singapore,
referring the central bank’s surprise hike in
short-term interest rates on Friday. While the
world’s second-largest economy still has the
largest stash of forex reserves by far, it has
burned through over half a trillion dollars since
August 2015, when it stunned global investors
by devaluing the yuan.

The yuan fell 6.6 percent against a surging
dollar in 2016, its biggest annual drop since
1994. The crackdown is threatening to squeeze
legitimate business outflows from China as well,
with some European companies reporting
recently that dividend payments have been put
on hold and Chinese firms having a tougher
time winning approval for overseas acquisitions.

“In their efforts to reduce outflows, the
authorities have so far avoided contentious, high
profile measures such as formally re-imposing
restrictions on outflows or re-introducing rules
on the sale of US dollar receipts by exporters, for
fear of damaging the reputation of China’s
reform process,” said Louis Kuijs, head of Asia
Economics at Oxford Economics. “Our analysis
suggests, however, that they are likely to end up
taking such steps eventually.”

Could have been worse?
The drop in January’s reserves would have

been worse if not for a sudden reversal in the
surging US dollar in January, some analysts said.
The softer dollar boosted the value of non-dollar
currencies that Beijing holds. “Based on our cal-
culation, the FX valuation effect alone would
lead to a sizeable increase of reserves by US$28
billion,” economists at Citi said in a note.

However, despite tighter capital curbs and a
bounce in the yuan, Citi estimated net capital
outflows still intensified to nearly $71 billion in

January from $51 billion in December. Adding to
the pressure, many Chinese may have
exchanged yuan for dollars and other currencies
to travel overseas during the long Lunar New
Year holidays.

“Today’s FX reserve number suggests that the
authorities are willing to trade a relatively stable
yuan-dollar exchange rate for falling FX reserves
because of financial stability concerns,” the econ-
omists at Citi added. The yuan has gained nearly 1
percent against the dollar so far this year. But cur-
rency strategists polled by Reuters expect it will
resume its descent soon, falling to near-decade
lows, especially if the US continues to raise inter-
est rates, which would trigger fresh capital out-
flows from emerging economies such as China
and test Beijing’s enhanced capital controls.

The drop in reserves in January was mainly
due to interventions by the central bank as it sold
foreign currencies and bought yuan, China’s for-
eign exchange regulator, the State Administration
of Foreign Exchange (SAFE), said in a statement.
But SAFE said that changes in China’s reserves
were normal and the market should not pay too
much attention to the $3 trillion level.

How low can they go?
While estimates vary widely, some analysts

believe China needs to retain a minimum of $2.6
trillion to $2.8 trillion under the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF’s) adequacy measures. If
the dollar’s rally gets back on track, fears of a
yuan devaluation would likely spark more
intense capital flight. “The fact that China holds
less than $3 tri l l ion in reserves right now
means that China has to rethink its interven-
tion strategy,” said Zhou Hao, a senior emerg-
ing markets economist at Commerzbank in
Singapore. It does not make much sense to
keep sharply draining reserves if market expec-
tations of further yuan weakness are unlikely
to change, he added. — Reuters 

China Jan FX reserves fall below 

$3 trillion for first time in 6 years

Weakening yuan currency burning through reserves

WUHAN: In this photo taken on February 6, 2017, employees work on the Honda Civic production line at the automaker’s Dongfeng Honda
factory. —AP 

NEW YORK: Apple, Google and more than
90 other companies are pushing back in
court against President Donald Trump’s
temporary travel ban, calling it unconstitu-
tional, un-American and bad for the econo-
my. The companies filed briefs Sunday to
back lawsuits from Washington state and
Minnesota fighting Trump’s travel ban. The
ban keeps refugees and travelers from sev-
en Muslim-majority countries from enter-
ing the US.

Trump has said his Jan. 27 executive
order is necessary to prevent “radical
Islamic terrorists” from coming to the US.
The White House did not respond to a
request for comment Monday. The 97 com-
panies are mostly in the technology indus-
try and include social media companies
Facebook Inc. and Twitter Inc. Non-tech
companies participating include yogurt
maker Chobani and jeans-seller Levi
Strauss & Co. Here’s some of the reasons
why they oppose the travel ban:

It hurts the US economy
Immigrants will avoid the US and want

to work in other countries where “their
immigration status will not suddenly be
revoked,” the companies argued. They also
said the ban makes it more likely that big
companies will move employees overseas
or make investments outside the US.
“Ultimately, American workers and the

economy will suffer as a result,” the compa-
nies said.

It hurts their business
The travel ban makes it harder for com-

panies to “recruit, hire, and retain some of
the world’s best employees,” according to
the court filings. The companies also say
the ban disrupts day-to-day operations by
making it more difficult to send employees
to meetings and conferences abroad
because of uncertainty over whether they
can return.

It’s unlawful
The companies said the executive order

violates immigration laws and the U.S.
Constitution because it bans people from
entering the country based on their place
of origin.

It will hurt entrepreneurship
According to the court documents, 200

of the 500 companies on Fortune maga-
zine’s list of largest US companies were
founded by immigrants, or children of
immigrants. That includes iPhone maker
Apple and search company Google, both of
which joined the court filing. “The energy
they bring to America is a key reason why
the American economy has been the great-
est engine of prosperity and innovation in
history,” the companies said. — AP 

Why 97 companies are 

opposing travel ban

NEW YORK: Protesters and immigrants rights advocates gathered at Castle Clinton
National Monument, the physical departure and arrival point for tours of the Statue
of Liberty. — AP 

BERLIN: Weaker output in manufacturing
and construction drove the biggest month-
ly drop in German industrial production in
nearly eight years in December, dashing
prospects for robust growth in the final
quarter of 2016. The surprisingly feeble fig-
ures, published by the Economy Ministry in
Berlin yesterday, were put down to special
factors.  They also came after industrial
orders posted their strongest rise in around
2-1/2 years in December, pointing to a
rebound in manufacturing at the start of
the year.

Industrial output fell by 3.0 percent on
the month, yesterday’s data showed. This
was weaker than any prediction in a
Reuters poll and far below the consensus
forecast for a rise of 0.3 percent. It was the
steepest drop since January 2009. “Even
though it looks dramatic, today’s December
drop should be taken with a pinch of salt,”

ING economist Carsten Brzeski said, adding
that special factors such as the unusually
cold winter temperatures and an extraordi-
nary Christmas effect were probably the
main reasons for the sharp drop in
December.

The fall was mainly caused by a 3.4 per-
cent drop in manufacturing output, with
production of capital goods especially
weak, and a 1.7 percent decrease in con-
struction, the data showed. The November
reading was revised up to a rise of 0.5 per-
cent from a previously reported rise of 0.4
percent, helping quarterly output to
decline by just -0.1 percent.

The Economy Ministry said the outlook
was looking better. “Orders in manufactur-
ing and construction and also sentiment
indicators in these sectors are signalling a
revival of output growth in coming
months,” the ministry said. Commerzbank

German industry 

posts drastic fall 

Luxury sector pain spreads, 

Michael Kors sees weakness 

LONDON: Oil producer BP’s earnings rose
less than expected in the fourth quarter, as
it sought to adapt to low energy prices
with cost cuts, asset sales and a pullback
in investment plans. A key measure of
net income, the underlying replacement
cost profit,  rose to $400 million from
$196 million in the same period last year.
That missed analyst forecasts for $540
million, as surveyed by data provider
Fac tSet .  The prof i t  measure,  which
excludes fluctuations in the value of
inventories, is the industry’s preferred
gauge of earnings. Shares in BP fell 2.6
percent to 464.25 pence in London after
the release of the figures.

Oil companies have been cutting costs
and selling assets after oil prices plunged
to 12-year lows in January of last year.
Brent crude, the international benchmark,
averaged about $44 a barrel last year,
down from more than $100 as recently as
September 2014. Brent traded at $55.87 a
barrel on Monday in London. “We have
delivered solid results in tough conditions
- and are well prepared for any volatility in

oil pricing,” CEO Bob Dudley said in a state-
ment. “We have adapted by cutting our
controllable cash costs by $7 billion from
2014 - a full year earlier than planned.”

Net income for the quarter totaled
$497 million, compared with a loss of
$3.31 billion a year earlier. Oil and gas pro-
duction, excluding the contribution from
BP’s stake in Russian oil company Rosneft,
fell 5.5 percent in the quarter to the equiv-
alent of 2.2 million barrels a day. Including
Rosneft, production was steady at 3.34
million barrels a day.

BP said it expects to reduce capital
investment in the business to between $16
billion and $17 billion this year, from $19.5
billion in 2015. The company also plans to
raise as much as $5.5 billion from the sale
of assets this year, up from $3.2 billion in
2016. The 2010 Deepwater Horizon disas-
ter in the Gulf of Mexico continues to cost
the company money, though Dudley said
the biggest charges are likely behind it. BP
took a fourth-quarter charge of $799 mil-
lion for the spill, bringing total charges
since the accident to $62.6 billion. — AP 

BP earnings disappoint as 

it cuts costs, investment

EAST MOLESEY: In this Tuesday, Feb 2, 2016 file photo,
the logo of the BP is seen outside its petrol station. — AP
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LONDON: The increasingly unpredictable
French presidential election race unnerved
European financial markets yesterday, tip-
ping the euro towards its biggest fall this
year and driving investors away from French
government bonds. The premium investors
demand for buying French 10-year govern-
ment bonds over German 10-year bonds rose
to 78 basis points, the highest level since
November 2012 before easing back a bit. It
was 50 basis points only two weeks ago.

The dollar recovered from earlier losses to
register its biggest gain of 2017 against a

basket of major currencies, jumping against
the offshore Chinese yuan after Beijing’s for-
eign exchange reserves fell below $3 trillion
for the first time in six years. European corpo-
rate earnings offered investors some cheer -
even though oil giant BP missed estimates -
helping to steer US futures into positive terri-
tory. Wall Street was looked set to rise 0.3
percent at the open.

European trading, however, was dominat-
ed by the latest twists in the French presiden-
tial election race, while doubts over a rescue
package for Greece also stoked concerns

over the future stability of the euro zone. “It is
clear the euro is vulnerable to political uncer-
tainty,” Rabobank analysts said yesterday.

Vowed to fight globalization
“Although opinion polls suggest that (Far-

right National Front Leader Marine) Le Pen
will not win the second round of the French
presidential election in May, polls have
wrongly picked the winners of both socialist
and republican primaries,” they added.

Le Pen has vowed to fight globalization
and take France out of the euro zone.

The election is being stirred by con-
troversy.  Conser vative candidate
Francois Fillon has vowed to fight on
for the presidency despite a damaging
scandal involving taxpayer-funded
payments to his  wife.  Emmanuel
Macron, the independent centrist can-
didate and current favorite to win the
election, yesterday knocked down
rumors he has a gay relationship out-
side his marriage since 2007. The euro
fell 0.8 percent to $1.0665, its biggest
fall since Dec. 15 last year, while the
dollar index was up 0.7 percent, its
biggest rise since Jan. 6.

The spread between Italian and
German bonds meanwhile widened to
202 basis points, the highest in three
years, while the Portuguese-German
spread hit 390 basis points for the first
time in three years also. 

The spreads narrowed a bit by the
European mid-day. “The acceleration of
the trend of wider spreads since the
start of the year has been widespread
and not just confined to France, where
obviously the political ... risk is the great-
est,” said Kenneth Broux, head of corpo-
rate research, FX and rates at Societe
Generale.

Investors initially sought the safety of
US Treasury and German debt, but sell-
ing pressure mounted as stocks moved
further into positive territory. The dol-
lar’s rise dulled the allure of gold, the
traditional safe-haven asset in times of
political and economic uncertainty. The
yield on 10-year US Treasuries hit a two-
week low of 2.40 percent before recov-
ering to 2.43 percent.

Below $3 trillion
European stocks extended gains, with

the FTSEuroFirst 300 index of leading

shares up 0.5 percent in early trade at
1435 points. Chipmaker AMS rose 16
percent, poised for its best-day ever
after the company’s fourth-quarter rev-
enue came in at the top end of the chip-
maker ’s expectations. BP was the
biggest drag on the broader index,
down 2.5 percent.

MSCI ’s  broadest  index  of  As ia-
Pacific shares outside Japan fell 0.3
percent, while Japan’s Nikkei closed
down 0.35 percent. Data yesterday
showed that Chinese FX reserves fell
for  the seventh straight month in
January and below $3 trillion for the
first time in six years. 

The dollar rose 0.5 percent against
the offshore yuan , its biggest rise in
three weeks. Concerns remain over
the speed at which China has deplet-
ed its cash resources to defend the
currency. Reserves were almost $4 tril-
lion in 2014.

“The underlying pace of decline in FX
reserves was $40 billion in January (vs a
drop of $29 billion in December), sug-
gesting that capital outflows have accel-
erated despite tighter capital control
measures implemented in late
November,” Morgan Stanley said in a
note yesterday. 

Oil prices buckled under the dollar’s
gains, extending their decline following
the biggest one-day loss since Jan. 18
on Monday as worries about rising oil
supply out of the United States tussled
with optimism about output curbs
elsewhere. US crude fell 0.3 percent to
$52.86 a barrel, after falling 1.5 percent
on Monday. Brent fell 0.2 percent to
$55.59, after sliding 1.9 percent on
Monday. Gold fell 0.5 percent to $1,229
an ounce, after hitting a three-month
high on Monday. — Reuters 

Euro unnerved by French politics
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SYDNEY: Australia’s central bank held
interest rates at a record low of 1.50 per-
cent yesterday but soft inflation and
growth figures kept the door open for
future cuts. The Reserve Bank of Australia
slashed rates 300 basis points between
November 2011 and August last year to
support non-resources industries as the
economy transitions out of a mining
investment boom.

After its first meeting this year, the
RBA’s governor Philip Lowe said “the board
judged that holding the stance of policy

unchanged at this meeting would be con-
sistent with sustainable growth in the
economy and achieving the inflation tar-
get over time”. The decision was widely
tipped by economists, and the Australian
dollar was largely unchanged at 76.35 US
cents after the statement.

It was the bank’s first rate announce-
ment since data showed the economy
shrank in the third quarter of 2016, mark-
ing just the fourth retreat in a quarter of a
century. The 0.5 percent contraction in
July-September, which slowed the annual

growth rate to 1.8 percent, came as gov-
ernment and consumer spending weakens
and trade also softens, underlining the
challenges facing the economy.

Lowe noted growth was “weaker than
expected” in the September quarter but
said this was largely due to “temporary
factors” and “a return to reasonable
growth is expected in the December
quarter”. Inflation also remains well off
the RBA’s target band of 2.0-3.0 percent,
reaching just 1.5 percent in the final three
months of last year.

While Lowe admitted inflation
remained “quite low”, he said the bank’s
forecasts were unchanged. “The continu-
ing subdued growth in labor costs means
that inflation is expected to remain low for
some time,” he said.  “Headline inflation is
expected to pick up over the course of
2017 to be above 2.0 percent, with the rise
in underlying inflation expected to be a
bit more gradual.”

AMP Capital chief economist Shane
Oliver said he expected rates to be cut again
in the first half of the year. “With record low

wages growth, ongoing spare capacity, an
increasing risk that low inflation will feed on
itself and the (Australian) dollar remaining
too high, the RBA will cut rates again around
May,” he said ahead of the bank’s decision.
Rapidly rising property prices are widely
seen as one reason the bank has held off on
another cut owing to worries it would
encourage more debt-funded speculation
and push prices even higher. Lowe acknowl-
edged that the housing market had
strengthened in some areas, but pointed to
prices declining in others. — AFP

Australia central bank keeps rates on hold

SACRAMENTO: In this Oct 15, 2015, file photo, vehicles pass a highway construction site on Interstate 80. — AP 

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump has prom-
ised to revitalize America’s aging roads, bridges,
railways and airports, but a plan put forward by his
economic advisers relies on a transportation
financing scheme that hasn’t been tried before and
comes with significant risks.

The plan was set out just before the election by
billionaire leveraged buy-out specialist Wilbur Ross,
Trump’s pick for commerce secretary, and conser-
vative economics professor Peter Navarro, whom
Trump has tapped to head his National Trade
Council. They recommended the government allo-
cate $137 billion in tax credits for private investors
who underwrite infrastructure projects. Ross and
Navarro estimate that over 10 years the credits
could spur $1 trillion in investment. That’s how
much Trump promised to spend on infrastructure -
a key part of his job-creation plan.

Skepticism lingers 
Trump hasn’t yet said whether he will try to carry

out the Ross-Navarro plan or seek an alternative,
although the administration’s preference for
addressing the problem with private dollars is clear.
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao emphasized
at her confirmation hearing that the administration
wants to “unleash the potential” of private investors
and come up with creative ways to tap their capital.
But there’s skepticism even among free-market ori-
ented Republicans that the Ross-Navarro plan could
work on a massive scale. Infrastructure projects like
roads and bridges are attractive to investors only if
they have tolls or some other way of generating
revenue. There are relatively few projects in the
country that meet those conditions. Tax credits
offer additional incentive, but economists and
transportation experts warn the government could
end up rewarding investors in projects that would
have been built even without credits. “I don’t think
that is a model that is going be viewed as successful
or that you can use it for all of the infrastructure

needs that the US has,” said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a
former head of the Congressional Budget Office
and economic adviser to John McCain’s 2008 presi-
dential campaign.

Business and labor executives told a House
transportation committee hearing last week that
private investment won’t provide nearly enough to
address America’s infrastructure woes. While pub-
lic-private partnerships can help, “what needs to
happen is to increase the gasoline and diesel taxes”
to pay for more direct federal spending, said FedEx
CEO Fred Smith. The White House and Navarro
declined requests for comment.

The Transportation Department said in a state-
ment that Chao is “open to exploring all infrastruc-
ture funding options in order to ensure that the
resulting solutions provide the greatest benefit to
the public.” Public-private partnerships aren’t a new
concept and many have been successful. Federal
tax credits have been used to spur private invest-
ment is housing, resulting in tens of thousands of
low-income housing developments over the past
30 years. The credits are sold to private entities such
as banks and equity firms that invest anywhere
from 70 cents to $1.10 in the housing develop-
ments for every $1 they receive in credits, a ratio
that fluctuates with economic conditions. Vince
Bennett, president of McCormack Baron Salazar Inc,
a St. Louis-based firm, said tax credits are “probably
the single-biggest tool that federal policymakers
have” for producing affordable housing. His compa-
ny has built 137 low-income housing developments
financed by the federal program in more than 20
states. Its $3.1 billion of projects have been aided by
about $1.3 billion in federal tax credits.

Dormant plans 
Some state transportation officials see advan-

tages as well. Missouri recently sought a six-month
extension under a federal pilot project allowing
tolling to rebuild a 200-mile stretch of Interstate 70

between suburban St. Louis and Kansas City. The
state lacks the needed $2 billion to $4 billion for
construction but is waiting to see whether Trump
could jumpstart the dormant plans.

“That type of project is, I believe, (what) the Trump
administration is talking about in terms of a tax-credit
basis spurred private investment,” said Missouri
Department of Transportation Director Patrick
McKenna. But those kinds of projects are rare. While
the pilot program enables Missouri to toll high-traffic
interstates, most states are barred from tolling exist-
ing lanes. Obama administration Transportation
Secretary Anthony Foxx estimated public-private
partnerships may be able to address at most 10 per-
cent to 20 percent of infrastructure needs.

Tax credits also “probably aren’t useful to the
companies that would be willing to invest in these
projects” because “they generally don’t have a tax
liability that the tax credits could offset,” said Mary
Peters, who was transportation secretary under
President George W Bush. Much of the private
investment in infrastructure projects comes from
tax-exempt pension funds and investment funds
controlled by other governments, which also don’t
pay US taxes. 

Chris Edward, director of tax policy studies for
the libertarian Cato Institute, favors alternatives to
the tax credits, such as easing restrictions on tolls
on most interstate highways. Tolling, though, is
unpopular with the public. Ananth Prasad, a former
Florida transportation secretary, said high-traffic
projects could be ripe for private investment if fed-
eral tax credits are offered. But Prasad, who is now
at the infrastructure engineering firm HNTB Corp.,
said tax credits alone may not be enough for pri-
vate investors to rebuild old roads and bridges in
vast stretches of rural America, where there is less
opportunity to generate revenue. “The bottom line
is you still need money to pay back the private sec-
tor,” Prasad said. “That project still has to have a
return on that investment.” — AP 

Trump advisers’ tax credit plan 

for infrastructure has big risks

Financing scheme hasn’t been tried before 

WASHINGTON: In a decade as a federal
appeals court judge, Supreme Court nominee
Neil Gorsuch has criticized courts for giving
too much power to government agencies
that enforce the nation’s labor and employ-
ment laws. As a lawyer in private practice, he
also backed curbs on some class-action law-
suits. His conservative approach could tip the
balance in labor rights cases and other high
court clashes that have split the court.

“I think employers have a supporter with
this particular nominee who is unwilling to
go along with agencies just because they
interpret the law in a certain way,” said Gerald
Maatman, a labor lawyer based in Chicago
who represents employers.

In a closely watched case the Supreme
Court is expected to hear later this year, the
justices will decide whether companies can
require workers to sign away their right to
pursue class-action lawsuits. The National
Labor Relations Board says such waiver
agreements violate the rights of millions of
workers who want to sue over wage disputes
and other workplace clashes.

Labor union critics also hope the court will
revisit a case that could threaten the financial
viability of unions that represent government
workers. A short-handed Supreme Court split
4-4 on the issue after Justice Antonin Scalia’s
death. And the justices may eventually take
up a dispute working its way through lower
courts over whether federal law banning sex
discrimination in the workplace also covers
bias against gays and lesbians.

The legal and public policy worlds are
scouring Gorsuch’s writings and record for
clues to his posture toward these and other
issues. What they’re finding is a lawyer, and
then judge, who has lashed out against secu-
rities class-action lawsuits and frowns on
agencies that, in his opinion, overreach. In a
2005 article written when he was in private
practice, Gorsuch urged the Supreme Court
to curb “frivolous” class-action securities law-
suits. He called such cases a “free ride to fast
riches” for plaintiff lawyers.

Mandated missions 
On the appeals court in Colorado,

Gorsuch’s opinions have taken aim at federal
labor and employment agencies for going
beyond their congressionally mandated mis-
sions. He has suggested that the Supreme
Court should overturn a 1984 ruling that says
courts must defer to government agencies
when it comes to interpreting laws that
define their mission.

Gorsuch dissented in a 2011 case where

Labor officials wanted to fine an excavating
company for violating federal standards after
one of its workers died in a Colorado electro-
cution accident. The federal appeals court
upheld the $5,500 penalty, but Gorsuch
wrote that the Occupational Safety and
Health Review Commission did not interpret
the rules correctly.

“Administrative agencies enjoy remarkable
powers in our legal order,” Gorsuch wrote in
dissent. “Still, there remains one thing even
federal administrative agencies cannot do.
Even they cannot penalize private persons
and companies without some evidence the
law has been violated.”

He also chastised his fellow judges for sid-
ing with the Labor Department in a 2016 case
in which a driver for TransAm Trucking Co. left
his broken-down trailer on the side of the road.
The company fired the driver for defying a
supervisor’s orders to stay with the vehicle
despite freezing temperatures. The Labor
Department ruled that the driver’s actions were
protected under federal law and he was to be
reinstated, and the appeals court concurred.

But Gorsuch wrote in his dissent, “It might
be fair to ask whether TransAm’s decision was
a wise or kind one. But it’s not our job to
answer questions like that. Our only task is to
decide whether the decision was an illegal
one.” In another case last year, Gorsuch grum-
bled in a dissent that the National Labor
Relations Board had overreached when it
ordered back pay for hospital employees
whose hours had been unlawfully reduced.

Despite those and other writings, some
labor leaders have held their fire on Gorsuch’s
nomination, perhaps in the interest of choos-
ing battles against the unpredictable Trump
administration. But AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka said Gorsuch doesn’t seem like a
friend to employees.

“He’s been a very, very strong advocate for
corporations at the expense of working peo-
ple,” Trumka said in an interview. “You think
corporations need more help? And that
they’re not strong enough and that they
should be stronger, then he’s probably your
guy. If you think that workers need more pro-
tection and corporations need less protec-
tion, then he’s probably not your guy.”
Gorsuch’s conservative legal philosophy has
won praise from business groups that want to
rein in government regulation and limit the
rights of labor unions. “Judge Gorsuch has
been very firm on confining regulatory agen-
cies to the text of the law,” said Juanita
Duggan, president of the National Federation
of Independent Business. — AP 

Gorsuch business-friendly 

on labor, workplace issues

WASHINGTON: The Supreme Court is seen in the morning in Washington,
Wednesday, Feb 1, 2017, after President Donald Trump announced Judge Neil
Gorsuch as his nominee for the Supreme Court. — AP 

Oil, Tiffany drop as 

US stocks retreat

NEW YORK: Wall Street stocks retreated Monday with
petroleum-linked shares falling on lower oil prices and
Tiffany declining on the departure of its chief execu-
tive. Most oil producers tumbled on lower oil prices,
with midsized companies suffering some of the hard-
est falls. Devon Energy dropped 3.2 percent and
Marathon Oil 4.1 percent.

Jeweller Tiffany & Co. lost 2.5 percent after
announcing over the weekend that Frederic Cumenal
had departed as chief executive and would be
replaced on an interim basis by chairman and former
chief executive Michael Kowalski. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average shed 0.1 percent to end the day at
20,052.42. The broad-based S&P 500 declined 0.2 per-
cent to 2,292.56, while the tech-rich Nasdaq
Composite Index dropped 0.1 percent to 5,663.55. It
was a light day as far as major economic data releases,
and analysts said the market was still absorbing
Friday’s rally following a solid US jobs report, as well as
President Donald Trump’s plan to review banking regu-
lations imposed after the 2008 financial crisis.

This week’s calendar of earnings includes Coca-
Cola, General Motors, Disney and Expedia. Toy compa-
ny Hasbro leaped 11.1 percent after reporting a 10 per-
cent jump in fourth-quarter net income to $192.7 mil-
lion. Tyson Foods fell 3.4 percent after disclosing it had
received a subpoena from the US Securities and
Exchange Commission in a probe into collusion
among companies in the broiler chicken market. The
food giant has denied wrongdoing. Advanced Micro
Devices surged 11.4 percent following a bullish article
in investor newspaper Barron’s, which said shares
could double on growth in cloud computing. — AFP

TOKYO: Japanese automaker Honda Motor Co
has signed a deal with Hitachi Automotive
Systems to jointly develop, make and sell
motors for electric vehicles, as the industry
adapts to concerns over global warming and
the environment. The companies announced
the agreement yesterday. Honda, which also
makes its own electric motors, has a fuel-cell
vehicle and hybrids in its lineup. 

It’s planning an electric vehicle for sale later
this year, mostly abroad. The wholly owned
subsidiary of Tokyo-based Hitachi has supplied
electric motors to other automakers in the past,

including General Motors Co. of the US and
Nissan Motor Co., which makes the Leaf electric
car. The deal, signed last week, is part of a big
push by Honda into electric cars. 

The joint venture, which has yet to be
named, will be 51 percent owned by Hitachi
and will have manufacturing and sales opera-
tions in the US and China, the companies said.
Global environmental regulations are expected
to grow stricter, pushing up demand for elec-
tric vehicles, they said. The joint venture, capi-
talized at 5 billion yen ($45 million), will be
based in Hitachinaka city, north of Tokyo. — AP 

Honda, Hitachi Automotive to 

develop, make electric vehicles

DETROIT: Mark Reuss, General Motors executive vice president of Global Product
Development, left, and Toshiaki Mikoshiba, chief operating officer of the North
American Region for Honda Motor Co, Ltd., shake hands at a news conference
announcing the GM-Honda Next Generation Fuel Cell. — AP 

DETROIT: General Motors’ net profit fell just
under 3 percent last year but the company still
made a $9.4 billion on the back of its US money
machine. A record $12 billion pretax profit in
North America will mean big checks for 52,000
union workers. They’ll get a record $12,000 each,
up from $11,000 last year. That will cost the com-
pany $624 million.

GM said yesterday that it made $6 per share
for the year. Without special items it made $6.12,

beating Wall Street expectations by a dime,
according to a survey by FactSet. Last year’s net
profit was boosted by about $4 billion in
accounting charges, mainly due to better
prospects in Europe. Full-year revenue was
$166.4 billion, up 9 percent from a year ago,
beating analysts’ estimates of $163.5 billion.

Chief Financial Officer Chuck Stevens said the

company is benefiting from strong sales of high-
er-priced trucks and crossover SUVs. Since cars are
selling slowly amid demand for SUVs, Stevens said
GM will shift its capital spending. “We are allocat-
ing more capital to growth and profit pools where
we think we can earn a long term return and less
to those areas that we can’t,” he said.

Sales of cars in the US are slowing as buyers
shift to SUVs, which works to GM’s advantage.
Car sales accounted for only 37 percent of the
market in January, when they were nearly 50 per-
cent just two years ago. At the end of January,
GM had enough cars on dealer lots to supply
them for 131 days. Normally automakers like to
have around a 60-day supply. Stevens said if the
car slump continues, GM will adjust factory pro-
duction to match it, meaning there could be
more layoffs at car factories.

Pretax profit for GM’s China operations fell
slightly to $2 billion for the year. But the company
lost $257 million in Europe mainly due to the
falling value of the British Pound as the country
prepares to leave the European Union. Stevens
said GM is pushing to break even Europe in 2018.
The company’s loss narrowed in South America
to $374 million, but its financial unit made a
record $913 million. For the fourth quarter, GM
made a net profit of $1.8 billion, or $1.19 per
share.  That’s up more than 70 percent over last
year. Without special items including $100 million
for a nagging ignition switch recall, the company
would have made $1.28 per share. That soundly
beat Wall Street estimates of $1.17. Revenue for
the quarter was $43.9 billion, also beating esti-
mates of $40.3 billion. GM shares fell 7 cents to
$36.76 in premarket trading yesterday. — AP 

GM in the profit fast lane, 

easily tops expectations

DETROIT:  This Friday, May 16, 2014, file
photo shows the General Motors logo at
the company’s world headquarters. — AP 
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KUWAIT: Al Mazaya Holding has announced its financial results
for the fiscal year that ended on December 31st of 2016 with the
company reporting a net profit of KWD 10.25 million.

Speaking after the company's board of directors meeting on
February 5, 2017, Board Chairman, Rashid Yaqoub Youssef Al-
Nafisi, said, that in 2016, Al Mazaya Holding managed to main-
tain its robust financial results. He underlined the company's
ability to grow and develop in line with its strategy to keep its
leading market position locally and regionally, and further
strengthen its rich portfolio of balanced revenue streams. Al
Nafisi added that last year, Al Mazaya achieved a net profit of
KWD 10.25 million from KWD 9.32 million, a 10.02% increase
over 2015. Earnings Per Share (EPS) reached 16.51 fils, com-
pared to 15.04 fils in 2015.

"Al Mazaya Holding has achieved new heights with the results
for 2016, proving that our prudent strategy, comprehensive
vision and well-formulated targets are driving growth across all
areas of the business. The company's strategic plan has efficiently
boosted the process of sales, leasing, and delivery, increasing
operating revenue by KWD 55.17 million," he noted. Al Mazaya's
Board Chairman also credited the jump in revenues to strong
marketing campaigns, with huge revenues generated from sales
increasing to KWD 47.81million. 2016 ended with revenues gen-
erated from leasing activities growing by 15.19%; KWD 7.11 mil-
lion compared with KWD 6.17 million for the same period in
2015.

Following the positive financial results achieved for 2016, the
company's board of directors recommended to distribute 8% of
the company's share nominal value in cash for all shareholders,
which is equal to 8 Kuwaiti Fils per share."The decision to distrib-
ute the earnings in cash reflects the company's strength in recur-
ring cash flows and its balanced future planning outlook," he not-
ed. The recommendation shall be raised to the General Assembly
for endorsement after fulfilling the requirements of all state
departments concerned, including the Capital Markets Authority.

Financial Data
Al Nafisi underlined the company's pioneering position in all

its business platforms. During 2016, the company experienced
considerable growth: The successful implementation of its devel-
opments in a number of new markets has tapped over during
the past years. These successes have reflected positively on the

company's total assets which increased to KWD 254.78 million by
the end of 2016 compared with KWD 251.04 million for 2015. The
total ownership stakes reached KWD 119.61 million by the end of
2016 compared with KWD 111.45 by the end of December 2015.

Eng Ibrahim Al Soqabi, Group CEO of Al Mazaya Holding, said
that the steady growth in financial results isdue to the company's
comprehensive vision and aligning with its prudent strategy. It is
founded on ten primary goals that have manifested themselves
in the achievements made by the company in 2016. These ten
goals can be summarized as follows:

1st Objective: Sidestepping Market Risks
Al Mazaya Holding increased its shares from its Turkish part-

ner from 40% to 90%, The Turkish real estate developer is the
owner of Ritim Istanbul Development where over 80% of the
units have been sold and 50% rented. This has had a positive
impact on the operating revenue generated from sales in the
company's financial results for H4-2016.

2nd Objective: Embarking on New 
Developments Every Fiscal Year

The company started execution of six new developments in
2016.  Within this context, Al Mazaya has finalized the foundation
work of its Queue Line Residential Project, which consists of two
new buildings, in Dubai Land, Dubai. The design work of the 500-
flat Queue Zone project in Dubai is progressing and approaching
completion.

Al Mazaya completed studies to develop a plot of land for
investment in Al Sharq, Kuwait. A reputable engineering consult-
ant, Gensler, has been contacted to commence the design and
licensing works.

In preparation for kicking off sales by March 2017, the com-
pany started construction work at Mazaya Residence
Development in Oman, which consists of a fully-serviced residen-
tial compound. 

3rd Objective: Periodical Selling, Execution &
Delivery of Real Estate Developments

Five existing projects have already been sold and handed-
over as part of the first phase of the Queue Line Residential
Project, which consists of two new buildings (R054, R064), in
Dubai Land, Dubai. The 230-flat project, which targets middle-

income households, is progressing ahead of schedule and the
delivery work has been completed in a record-breaking 17
months.

Completed the execution of Ritim Istanbul Development,
which consists of 6 residential towers and a mall.

Completed the execution of ten residential buildings as part
of the Queue Point Residential Project which targets middle-
income households.

4th Objective: 10% Growth in Net Profits
A net profit of KWD 10.25 million from KWD 9.32 million in 2015

5th Objective: Sound Management of Company Debt &
Securing High Credit Ranking from 

Internationally-Recognized Agency 
Acquiring bank facilities worth KWD 8.5 million, reflects a

strong financial position and the ability to receive financial credit
for operating activities. The result of the company's rich portfolio
of projects is a liabilities-to-assets ratio that is less than the
required levels set for the Kuwaiti market.

Capital Intelligence Ratings (CI) affirmed the ratings of Al
Mazaya Holding's long-term and short-term foreign currency rat-
ings (FCR) at "-BBB" and "A3" with "Stable" outlook. The ratings
reflect the company's financial strength and ability to meet its
obligations in the long term. The agency's ratings boost

investors' confidence in the company with its strong financial
position. The ratings are supported by the company's diversified
business model, good liquidity and its ability to fulfill its long-
term obligation through robust selling and leasing-generated
operating revenues.

6th Objective: Islamic Sharia-Compliant Operations
All the company's developments, including rentals and sales,

are Islamic Sharia-compliant

7th Objective: Corporate Governance
Al Mazaya Holding is named among the top ten companies

complying with corporate governance regulations by the Capital
Markets Authority.

8th Objective: State-of-The-Art Technology 
Company's financial transactions are electronically linked

with all its subsidiaries inside and outside Kuwait via ERP & AX
technology.

9th Objective: Maintaining Share Real Value
Obtained Fair Share Evaluations from the following three

independent rating companies with high share buy recommen-
dations: 

Arqaam Capital has confirmed Al Mazaya Holding’s share fair
value at 160 Fils, 45% higher than its current trading price at the
Kuwaiti Securities Market

KFH Capital affirms Al Mazaya share fair value range of KWF
170 to KWF 175

NBK Capitalaffirms Al Mazaya Share Fair Value at KWF 165 

10th Objective: Build & Protect Brand Value
The company continues to build and protect its brand val-

ue across the region's markets through well-defined market-
ing campaigns that include a dynamic and modernized web
portal and robust social media presence. This is evidenced by
its 95,000+ visitors on Facebook; 16,000 followers on
Instagram; 20,000 visitors on Twitter; and 5,000subscribers on
LinkedIn. Al Soqabi concluded by underlining the company's
plans to seek strategic partnerships and joint ventures to
achieve the highest returns that serve the interests of the
company and its shareholders.

Al Mazaya Holding's Operating Revenue
amounts to KWD 55.17 million

KUWAIT: Home Centre, the region's leading home
retailer, has been identified as the best in its class for
providing consumers with a seamless and conven-
ient shopping experience in Siegel + Gale's Global
Brand Simplicity Index for the Middle East. 

Having earned the tenth rank on the index, Home
Centre is also the only retail brand listed in the top
10 rankings. Published annually by Siegel + Gale, a
global brand strategy, design and experience firm,
this index ranks brands on their perceived simplicity
of products, services, interactions and communica-
tions in relation to industry peers. It identifies brands
that customers find accessible and uncomplicated
based on an online survey that factor in feedback
from over 1,500 respondents across the Middle East.
This year's findings revealed that 84 per cent of con-
sumers in the region are willing to pay more for a
simpler way to shop. 

Mederic Payne, CEO of Home Centre, said: "We
are extremely pleased to be featured as the
Middle East's top retailer in this year's Global
Brand Simplicity Index. Customer satisfaction has
always been our prime focus and we strive daily
to ensure that customers receive the very best,
both in terms of products and experiences. We

have made concerted efforts to develop multiple
factors ranging from store design and layout to
our product offerings and integrating digital
technology to ensure a streamlined and hassle-
free shopping experience."

Commenting on the results of this year's Global
Brand Simplicity Index, Liana Dinghile, Group
Strategy Director from Siegel + Gale said: "As a direct
result of today's fast-paced lifestyle, customers are
avidly seeking shopping experiences that make their
lives simpler and the brands winning are the ones
that focus their efforts on making this happen. When
customers have simpler brand experiences, they
reward brands with their loyalty. We commend
Home Centre on its commitment to creating con-
sumer-friendly brand experiences- both online and
offline - offering retail environments that are more
than just places to shop."

Home Centre seeks to continually inspire cus-
tomers with its vibrant in-store design, extensive
portfolio of value-added services and seamless mul-
ti-channel shopping. These features, combined with
a comprehensive range of distinctive home essen-
tials , make Home Centre an integrated one-stop
shop for customers' home furnishing needs.

The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) will provide a plat-
inum sponsorship to the Maker Fair that kicks off
tomorrow at Mishref International Fairgrounds.  The
three-day fair is organized by Kuwait Investment
Company under auspices of HH the Amir, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and with the attendance
of minister of commerce and industry, Khaled Al-
Roudhan.  Notably, NBK has prepared various activities
for visitors including announcing the name of  the
weekly winner of KD 5,000 and launching the new
Private Jet service for NBK's Visa holders. 

NBK sponsors Maker
Fair exhibition 

Home Centre ranked top retailer in Siegel+Gale's 
Global Brand Simplicity Index for the Middle East

Mederic Payne, CEO of Home Centre

FRANKFURT AM MAIN: German reinsurance giant
Munich Re said yesterday it had met profit targets for
2016 and would increase its dividend, although it
booked a lower result than the previous year. Munich
Re, whose main business is insuring other insurance
companies against their risks, saw profits fall around 16
percent to 2.6 billion euros ($2.7 billion), from 3.1 billion
in 2015, the firm said in a statement.

Executives had set a target of profits "significantly
higher" than 2.3 billion euros for the year after a 30-per-
cent jump in the third quarter. The group was unable to
match that result in the fourth quarter of 2016, report-
ing net profits of 500 million euros, down 28 percent
from the same period in 2015. Munich Re said it had
been hit by high costs from natural disasters in the final
three months, pointing to claims for some 232 million
euros ($248 million) relating to Hurricane Matthew,
which struck the Caribbean and United States in
October, and 251 million euros for an earthquake in
New Zealand.

Over the whole year, underlying, or operating profit
fell from 4.8 billion to 4.0 billion euros. In a statement,
chief financial officer Joerg Schneider said the group

was "largely able to counter the effects of low interest
rates and intense competition", adding that executives
were "satisfied" with the result.

Like other financial industry firms, Munich Re is bat-
tling extremely low interest rates, which make it more
difficult for the firm to earn money on the premiums
paid by its clients. Gross premiums written-the equiva-
lent of revenues for an insurance company-shrank
almost 3.0 percent to 48.9 billion euros, compared with
50.4 billion in 2015. The group said much of the fall was
down to its sale of direct insurance subsidiary Ergo Italia.

Munich Re said some 9.0 billion euros' worth of its
reinsurance contracts expired on January 1 and 14 per-
cent-or around 1.3 billion euros-were not renewed, but
the group was able to add some 1.1 billion euros of new
business. The group also slowed a fall in its prices, to
around 0.5 percent in 2016 compared with 1.0 percent
in the previous year. While profits were lower in 2016,
Munich Re said it would increase its dividend to 8.60
euros per share, up from 8.25 euros for 2015. "We are
sure that we will be able to maintain this level of divi-
dend and continue the trend of raising it in the future,"
CFO Schneider said. — AFP 

Greece bailout
'credible' 

despite IMF
criticism: EU

BRUSSELS: The EU yesterday firmly maintained that
Greece's economy remained on track despite a wither-
ing opinion by the IMF that Athens needed major deep
debt relief and less austerity to prosper. A standoff
between the eurozone and the International Monetary
Fund has dragged on for months, raising fears of a new
debt crisis and sparking fresh talk of Greece tumbling
out of the euro.

The fund and the 19-nation single currency area are
battling over how much debt relief Greece needs, and
over economic targets required of Athens as part of a
third massive bailout, agreed in 2015. "We continue to
believe that the commitments reached for the program
are both credible and ambitious," said Annika
Breidthardt, a spokeswoman for the European
Commission, the EU's executive arm which monitors the
bailout for the eurozone, along with the IMF and the
ESM bailout fund.

More debt relief is the condition set by the IMF to
lend more to Athens, but that demand is staunchly
resisted by Germany and other fiscal hardliners in the
single currency zone. A breakthrough is key, with
Athens at risk of hitting a financial wall this summer
when it must repay nearly 7.0 billion euros it cannot
afford without new bailout funds.

The IMF on Monday said that a majority of its board
felt strongly that Greece could not be subject to more
austerity, even though this is demanded by Germany.
"Most directors agreed that Greece does not require fur-
ther fiscal consolidation at this time," a statement by the
IMF said after the fund held a board meeting to discuss
the country in Washington. However, "some . . . had dif-
ferent views on the fiscal path and debt sustainability,"
the statement added, with reports widely citing Berlin
as leading the opposing view. The feuding has spooked
investors with Greece's two year borrowing rates soar-
ing to near 10 percent on the financial markets.

To ease tensions,  the IMF reluctantly said in
December it could go along with the tighter budget
targets, but only if Athens passes new austerity laws
in case the targets are missed. But the Greek govern-
ment on Tuesday criticized these demands as "illogi-
cal", even though it supports calls by the IMF for more
debt relief. — AFP 

ABUJA: Nigeria is targeting eco-
nomic growth of at least 7 percent a
year by 2020, the Ministry of
Budget and National Planning said
yesterday, a far cry from its current
recession, the first in 25 years.
Nigeria's economy is heavily
dependent on exports of crude oil
and is undermined by decades of
endemic corruption, It has been
hobbled by low global oil prices
that have slashed government rev-
enues and the availability of foreign
currency.

In the third quarter of 2016,
gross domestic product contracted
2.24 percent from a year earlier.
With inflation also at an 11-year
high, frustration is rising, with pro-
testers taking to the streets of
Lagos on Monday to call for a
change in government. The 7 per-
cent target for gross domestic prod-
uct growth is part of a medium-

term economic recovery plan that
seeks to address some of Nigeria's
issues, the budget ministry said in a
statement.

"Our goal is to have an economy
with low inflation, stable exchange
rates, and a diversified and inclusive
growth," Minister of Budget and
National Planning Udoma Udo
Udoma said at an economic forum
on Monday, where he addressed
private enterprise, according to the
statement. The plan's priorities are
agriculture and food security, ener-
gy, small businesses and industrial-
ization and stabilizing the macro-
economic environment, the minis-
ter said. "Nigerian growth faces vari-
ous supply constraints including
fuel, power, foreign exchange, and
even business unfriendly regula-
tion," the statement said, adding
that the recovery plan would seek
to address these issues. — Reuters 

LONDON: British banking executives and security experts are
growing frustrated at the dearth of information available
more than three months after 2.5 million pounds ($3.09 mil-
lion) was stolen from Tesco Bank in the UK's biggest financial
cyber heist.

Security officers normally share information on an informal
basis immediately after a major cyber incident so that the oth-
er banks can check their systems, sources at four of Britain's
biggest lenders said. In the case of Tesco Bank, a small lender
with annual profits of just 162 million pounds, details about
exactly how criminals stole the money and what vulnerabili-
ties were exposed have yet to be provided, however.

The case has exposed the lack of proper procedures to
share information as well as confusion over which govern-
ment agency has ultimate responsibility for the issue, lawmak-
ers and executives say. "It is very frustrating," a senior execu-
tive at one of Britain's largest banks told Reuters. "The gentle-
men's code has been broken." A risk officer at another of
Britain's biggest lenders said a formal regulatory system was
essential in a financial centre like London where hundreds of

banks of all sizes operate. "I am not going to criticize them, the
problem is the structure," he said.

The Nov 5-6 attack, which affected 9,000 Tesco Bank cus-
tomers, is the first major case to be investigated by Britain's
new National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), working with the
National Crime Agency (NCA). The NCSC brings together and
replaces a host of bodies including CESG (the information
security arm of GCHQ), the Centre for Cyber Assessment,
Computer Emergency Response Team UK and the cyber-relat-
ed responsibilities of the Centre for the Protection of National
Infrastructure.

Investigation ongoing 
As regulatory authorities for the banking system, the Bank

of England's Prudential Regulation Authority and the Financial
Conduct Authority would also be involved in any regulations
governing financial cyber crime. The NCSC did not respond to
requests for comment on the Tesco case. An NCA spokesman
said: "The investigation is ongoing therefore it would be inap-
propriate to comment further."

The new body is coming under pressure from the financial
industry and lawmakers to act quickly. "It is up to the NCSC to
institutionalize the sharing of information and give some kind
of obligation or requirement for feedback after an attack like
Tesco Bank," Troels Oerting, Group Chief Information Security
Officer at Barclays, told Reuters.

A team of academics from the University of Newcastle
said in December that a relatively unsophisticated method
known as 'distributed guessing' could have been used to
generate usable card payment details in the November
attack. A spokesman for the bank, which is owned by lead-
ing supermarket chain Tesco Plc, declined to discuss the
specifics of the case. "We continue to work closely with the
authorities and regulators in their investigation of the criminal
incident that took place last year. Our priority throughout has
been to look after our customers," the spokesman said on
Monday. Bank executives and cyber security experts told
Reuters in October they feared Britain's banks are not report-
ing the full extent of cyber attacks to regulators for fear of
punishment or bad publicity.  — Reuters 

Nigeria targets economy to 
grow at annual 7 percent

Lack of information on Tesco 
Bank hack frustrates lenders

Munich Re ups 2016 
dividend as profits fall
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NEW YORK: Tawfik Assali, 21, center, of Allentown embraces his sister Sarah
Assali, 19, upon her and other family members’ arrival from Syria at
Terminal at John F. Kennedy International Airport. —AP

WASHINGTON: A coalition led by some of
the world’s biggest tech firms is taking on
President Donald Trump’s travel ban, signal-
ing the contentious relationship between
the sector and the White House could be
about to get worse. Scores of technology
giants-including Apple, Facebook, Google,
Microsoft and Twitter-filed a joint legal brief
arguing against  the temporar y ban on
refugees and travelers from seven Muslim-
majority countries.

Tesla and SpaceX were among another 30
companies that added their names to the fil-
ing late Monday, pushing the total to more
than 120. Elon Musk, chief of Tesla and
SpaceX, is on a Trump advisory group and it
remained to be seen what siding against the
president’s order in court might mean to his
role on that panel.  Uber founder Travis
Kalanick quit Trump’s business advisory
board last week, saying he did not want to
be seen as endorsing the president’s policies.

The legal challenge suggests the impor-
tant tech sector-which overwhelmingly
opposed Trump in the November election-is
likely to be headed for more battles with the
new administration. “The tech sector will
stand up to the president when they see him
threatening industry interests, and on the
immigration issue all  these companies
depend heavily on foreign scientists and
engineers,” said Darrell West, director of the
Brookings Institution’s Center for Technology
Innovation.

“I think there is likely to be an adversarial
relationship because many tech companies
are staffed by millennials, and dominated by
young and progressive people who are
opposed to what Trump is doing now.” While
the sector enjoyed cooperation and access to
the White House during the presidency of
Barack Obama, West said that “the technolo-
gy sector doesn’t need much from govern-
ment.” “Almost all the tech innovation is fund-
ed by the private sector,” he added. “All they
really want is a light regulatory touch.”

Fear of next move 
The brief filed in a federal appeals court-in

support of a suspension of the travel ban-said
the order has already created disruption in the
sector, which depends heavily on foreign-born
talent. “This instability and uncertainty will
make it far more difficult and expensive for US
companies to hire some of the world’s best tal-
ent-and impede them from competing in the
global marketplace,” said the brief endorsed
mostly by companies in the technology indus-
try with some non-tech firms such as Levi
Strauss and yogurt maker Chobani. It argued
that highly skilled people “will not wish to
immigrate to the country if they may be cut off
without warning from their spouses, grandpar-
ents, relatives, and friends.”

Companies backing the brief include
Airbnb, Dropbox, eBay, Intel, Kickstarter,
LinkedIn, Lyft, Mozilla, Netflix, PayPal, Uber,
Yelp, Pandora and HP Inc.

Executives from several top Silicon Valley
companies previously spoken out against the
ban, which temporarily closed US borders to all
refugees and travelers from seven mainly-
Muslim nations-Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Technology analyst
Roger Kay of Endpoint Technologies Associates
said the sector is fearful of Trump’s intentions.

The travel ban has raised concerns, but “it’s
what that order heralds in terms of what’s likely
to come next,” Kay said. “The belief is that
Trump hasn’t even started warming up yet. He
hasn’t even gotten close to what he would like
to do to the society. He’s just firing a few warn-
ing shots.” Vivek Wadhwa, a tech entrepreneur
who is a fellow at Carnegie Mellon University’s
College of Engineering at Silicon Valley, echoed
those sentiments, saying Trump “showed that
he could at his whim target any group he want-
ed.” “The fact that green card holders could be
denied admission back into the country, that
was the scariest thing possible,” Wadhwa
added, referring to the contradictory messages
issued in the wake of the decree over the status
of green card holders on foreign travel. —AFP

Tech sector leads strong 

resistance to travel ban

KUWAIT: Tawasul Telecom, the leading
provider of MPLS networking services in
the Middle East and the Gulf region,
announced a new agreement with BT,
one of the world’s leading providers of
communications services and solutions,
to resell BT Security Threat Monitoring in
Kuwait. Tawasul Telecom customers will
be able to anticipate cyber threats, and
protect their assets, customers and
employees. 

Cyber security awareness has grown
due to the recent spread of high-pro-
file cyber-attacks and data breaches.
Companies of all sizes are continually
under threat. Businesses are looking
toward security solutions that will pro-
tect them from financial, legal and rep-
utational damages, as well as meet
regulatory guidelines. Cyber security
helps cover costs like forensic investi-
gations, crisis management, legal fees,
and settlements.

Fajhan Almutairi, Tawasul Telecom
CEO, commented and said:
“Collaborating for the delivery of total
solution IT infrastructure services is a

winning strategy for Tawasul Telecom to
gain market share and take advantage of
opportunities within this emerging mar-
ket. State-of-the-art products and man-
aged services will keep Tawasul Telecom
at the forefront of the telecom sector as
well as increase our growth within
Middle Eastern and African markets.”

Sophisticated threat 
monitoring service

This new partnership between BT and
Tawasul provides their customers with a
highly sophisticated threat monitoring
service that is tailored for each customer.
The service enables early detection of
threats, and allows companies to take
immediate action to counteract the
threat, as well as to put preventative
measures in place to prevent future
attacks from occurring. Damage control
services are also offered in the eventuali-
ty of an attack. 

Customers are offered a range of pre-
defined intelligence reporting options,
along with tailored solutions to meet
their specific needs. Tailored options

include face-to-face workshops to identi-
fy at-risk assets, additional intelligence
requirements, advice on how to efficient-
ly position resources and new technolo-
gies to meet current and developing
threats, and defining processes for how
intelligence is used and how it is shared
internally.

Almutairi also added: “This agree-
ment with BT strengthens Tawasul
Telecom’s corporate strategy for steady
growth by expansion because it is in
line with our vision to further support
the fast-growing sector. Teaming up
with BT demonstrates that we can
expand in vertical markets, add value to
our brand all while serving the GCC
telecom business community with flexi-
ble and high-quality MPLS network
communications services.”

BT Security Threat Monitoring is a ful-
ly managed security event monitoring
service. The service works by re-directing
customer device log files to a central BT
repository. BT then analyses and filters
the millions of messages from net-
worked devices, separates the irrelevant

from the suspicious or critical. Central to
the service are the highly skilled and
accredited analysts who alert the cus-
tomer of any security issues before dam-
age is done. BT security Threat
Monitoring also helps ensure organiza-
tions have the processes in place to
effectively comply with the increasing
number of data privacy and protection
regulations. 

“In today’s business environment,
organizations have to stay connected to
the rest of the world: customers, citizens,
suppliers, partners and remote workers -
exposing themselves to risks that come
with always-on connectivity. As a global
cloud services integrator, BT is in an ideal
position to identify emerging and poten-
tial threats wherever they may come
from. We can draw on a huge amount of
intelligence from a variety of sources,
both human and technical and draw
conclusions on risk and threat to help
organizations survive and thrive in this
hyper-connected world” said Wael El
Kabbany, Vice President, Middle East and
North Africa, BT.

Tawasul Telecom teams up with BT improving cyber security in Kuwait

NEW YORK: The fight against fake
news is not just being waged by
Google, Facebook and big media
companies. They are joined in the
battle by academics and data scien-
tists who started work on the subject
years before bogus news stories were
suspected of helping sway the 2016
presidential election. Their work has
yielded tools that help track how
“alternative facts” spread, and others
that let you identify fake stories or
block them altogether.

Some of these are still baby steps,
but they’re a key, if largely unsung,
part of the effort to tamp down the
spread of fake stories. And the
researchers were there first. For
Giovanni Luca Ciampaglia, a research
scientist at Indiana University, the
phenomenon first caught his eye dur-
ing the Ebola crisis in 2014. “We start-
ed seeing a lot of content that was
spreading, completely fabricated
claims about importations of Ebola,
(such as) entire towns in Texas being
under quarantine,” he says. “What
caught our attention was that these
claims were created using names of
publications that sounded like news-
papers. And they were getting a lot of
traction on social media.” So he
helped create a tool tracking how
unsubstantiated claims spread online.

Deciphering twitter rumors
Tanushree Mitra, a doctoral stu-

dent at the Georgia Institute of
Technology, began a project three
years ago to see how misinformation
and fake news spread through
Twitter. At the time, she says, “compa-
nies like Facebook and Twitter were
not paying much attention.”

What attracted her to the project
was the prevalence of fake news that
spread online following natural disas-
ters such as Superstorm Sandy in
2012. When she saw that people
were sharing a lot of incorrect or mis-
leading information about the
events, Mitra decided to track both
big stories and smaller rumors with
the goal of creating an app that
could help ordinary people sort fact
from fiction so they can make deci-
sions that could be crucial to their
wellbeing.

Mitra and her fellow researchers
scanned 66 million tweets linked to
nearly 1,400 real-world events to
identify words and phrases linked to
perceived levels of credibility. Looking
at tweets surrounding news events in
2014 and 2015 - including the Ebola
crisis, the Charlie Hebdo attack in
Paris and the death of Eric Garner in a

confrontation of police officers in
New York City - they asked people to
judge tweets based on how credible
they thought the posts were.

Words such as “eager,” ‘’terrific” and
“undeniable” were linked to more
credible posts, while words such as
“ha,” ‘’grins” and “suspects” were the
opposite. A computer matched the
humans’ opinions 68 percent of the
time. The next step, an app, could
help people rate the credibility of
tweets and other social media posts.

Tracking hoaxes
A group of researchers at Indiana

University have created an online
tool called Hoaxy that seeks to visual-

ize “the spread of claims and related
fact checking online.” Although it’s
still a work in progress, Hoaxy can
trace the origin of, for instance, the
false claim that millions of votes in
the 2016 presidential election were
cast by “illegal aliens.” Type in your
search terms and Hoaxy will report
back with stories that spread the
claims, as well as fact-checking arti-
cles that debunked it.

In this instance, the claim goes
back to a November article from
Infowars.com that was shared 17,961
times on Twitter and 52,200 times on
Facebook, according to Hoaxy. The
site only tracks actual links people
shared, so it misses anything that’s

paraphrased or posted without a link.
A data visualization tool shows

the intertwined web of Twitter users
who spread both the claims and the
fact checks, and how they are con-
nected to one another. The
researchers focused on Twitter
because the service makes more data
available to the public, which makes
it easier to use in data-tracking tools
than Facebook.

Lead a horse to water
Tools like Hoaxy or rumor-identifi-

cation apps are only helpful if people
use them. The same goes for another
approach - using a web browser plug-
in to identify or block fake-news sto-

ries. For instance, the Chrome exten-
sion “Fake News Alert,” created last
year, says it will tell you when you are
visiting a site “known for spreading
fake news.” But there are a few draw-
backs. Many people aren’t willing to
go to the trouble of adding new
extensions to their browser. And such
extensions only work on the desktop
version of Chrome, not its mobile
counterpart.

“Fake News Alert” also uses a wide-
ly circulated but oft-criticized list of
fake and misleading news sites
assembled by a Merrimack College
professor. The list casts a very broad
net and includes some established,
but highly partisan sites such as the

right-wing Breitbart News and the
left-wing Occupy Democrats. A final
obstacle: While fake news has been in
the real news a lot, many people sim-
ply aren’t that aware of it.

“A lot of consumers are not savvy
about it,” says Larry Chiagouris, a mar-
keting professor at Pace University
who follows the fake news phenome-
non. “And of those that are - and it’s a
small number- not a lot of them add
plug-ins to browsers.”

Educate the people
Chiagouris believes we are at the

“beginning of the beginning” when it
comes to defining just what fake news
is and how to combat it. But he and

other experts say technological solu-
tions like apps and plug-ins are unlike-
ly to get to the root of the problem.
The real solution, he says, will start in
school: “not college, grammar school.”

The better educated and informed
the public is, the more likely they are
going to be “asking questions and
exploring alternative sources of infor-
mation,” says Mike Posner, co-founder
and co-director of the NYU Stern
Center for Business and Human
Rights. “What you really want is peo-
ple saying they want to see different
sides of an issue, looking at things by
people who don’t agree with me, so
one (part of the solution) is public
education.” —AP

Fighting fake news isn’t just

up to Facebook and Google

Tracking how unsubstantiated claims spread online

PALO ALTO: In this Monday, June 4, 2012, file photo, a girl looks at Facebook on her computer. —AP

DUBLIN: A campaign by Austrian privacy
lawyer Max Schrems against Facebook’s trans-
fer of personal data from Europe to the US is
being heard in an Irish court from yesterday,
the latest twist in a long legal battle. The land-
mark case in Ireland, where the US tech giant
has its European headquarters, will have seri-
ous repercussions for personal privacy policies
and trans-Atlantic business.

The US government will be allowed to make
representations to the court, underlining the
importance of the case. Ireland’s Data
Protection Commissioner (DPC) is asking the
country’s High Court to refer the mechanisms
used to transfer data between the EU and the
US to the European Court of Justice, saying that
such issues cannot be decided at national level.

The legal action follows a complaint to the
DPC by Schrems about Facebook’s use of so-
called standard contractual clauses (SCCs) to
transfer personal data from Europe to the US.
In a provisional finding, the watchdog last year

said Schrems’s argument against the tech giant
was “well founded”. SCCs are now widely used
by data exporters and are intended to allow for
the legal transfer of data from EU citizens as
long as “adequate protection” is in place.

No redress? 
Mason Hayes & Curran, the Dublin-based

legal team acting for Facebook, earlier warned
in a briefing note of the negative impact a
defeat would have on its client and other
multinationals. “The widespread interest in this
case arises, in part, from the potential econom-
ic and commercial consequences that could
flow from a ruling that the SCC decisions are
invalid,” it said. The lawyers quoted estimates
saying that if services and cross-border data
flows were to be disrupted, the European
Union’s gross domestic product (GDP) could be
hit by as much as 1.3 percentage points.

Facebook argues there is nothing wrong
with the current system and that there is no

need for a referral. It was forced to switch to
SCCs last year after the European Court of
Justice ruled in 2015 that the Safe Harbour
framework, which had governed the EU-US
flow of personal data, contravened EU law
because the privacy of European citizens could
not be guaranteed in the US.

The SCCs are considered as something of a
stopgap measure designed to allow the trans-
fer of data, pending agreement on a more
comprehensive regime. Schrems, whose com-
plaints eventually led to the demise of Safe
Harbour, is a party to the proceedings along-
side Facebook. He argues that the Irish watch-
dog already has the power to stop data trans-
fers from Facebook and should use it. He also
says that the SCCs offer no redress for
European citizens in the US in the event of their
data being accessed by a third party, such as
US intelligence services, or compromised in
some other way. The hearings in Dublin are
due to last three weeks. —AFP

Landmark EU-US data privacy 

court case opens in Dublin

Wael El Kabbany

LONDON: A technician adjusts Rob’s Open Source Android (ROSAL) which
was built in France from 2010-2016, during a press preview for the Robots
exhibition held at the Science Museum in London yesterday. The exhibition
which shows 500 years of mechanical and robotic advances is open to the
public from Feb 8 through to Sept 3. —AP
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DHAKA, Dhaka Division: Bangladeshi patient Sahana Khatun, 10 — the first
female known to be afflicted with the so-called “tree man syndrome”-is seen
after her surgery to remove bark-like growths from her face in Dhaka
Medical College Hospital yesterday. —AFP

DHAKA: Bangladeshi doctors yesterday
conducted surgery to remove bark-like
growths from the skin of a young girl
believed to be the first female to suffer
from a condition known as “tree man syn-
drome”. Sahana Khatun’s doctors said
they hoped to release the 10-year-old
from Dhaka’s Medical College Hospital
within weeks after “successful” surgery to
remove the tell-tale growths from her
chin, ear and nose. The surgeons, who are
treating Khatun for free,  believe she
could be the first woman to suffer from
the epidermodysplasia verruciformis,
k nown col loquial ly  as  tree man syn-
drome, although more tests are needed
to confirm this.

Fewer than half a dozen people are
known to have the disease across the
world including a 27-year-old cycle rick-
shaw-puller,  Abul  Bajandar,  the f i rst
recorded Bangladeshi to be suffering
from the disease. “The operation was suc-

cessful. We removed warts from her face.
We hope to release her from the hospital
within a couple of weeks,” said Samanta
Lal Sen, head of the clinic’s burn and
plastic surgery unit. Sen said Khatun was
at “the every early stage” of the disease
and might not need further surgery.

Khatun’s father Mohammad Shahjahan
said he was delighted by the news. “The
doctors said Sahana will get well soon. I’m
waiting to take her back home and send
her back to school again,” he said. The
same hospital has conducted at least 16
surgical procedures on Bajandar over the
last year to remove huge growths each
weighing five kilos (11 pounds). His plight
captured the sympathies of a nation,
leading Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to
promise him free treatment. Doctors told
AFP last month that for the first time in a
decade, Bajandar had been able to touch
his wife and daughter, and was almost
ready to leave the ward. —AFP

Surgery on Bangladesh

‘tree girl’ successful

PARIS: A gel squirted into the sperm
ducts of monkeys has been effective at
preventing pregnancy, said a study
yesterday which offered hope of a
solution for men reluctant to go under
the knife for family planning. While
several birth control options exist for
women, the race is on for a non-surgi-
cal, long-term and reversible male con-
traceptive without the side effects of
hormonal changes. The only short-

term solutions available today are con-
doms, which many people complain
inter fere with sex,  and withdrawal
before ejaculation, which comes with a
high risk of pregnancy.

Longer term, the sole option is a
vasectomy, which involves tying or cut-
ting the sperm-conducting tubes called
vas deferens. This prevents sperm from
mixing with seminal fluid ejaculated
during sex. Vasectomies can be reversed

in some cases, but the procedure is
technically challenging and leads to low
rates of fertility. Researchers in the
United States are developing a possible
alternative, dubbed Vasalgel, which has
proven effective in rabbits and now also
in rhesus monkeys-more closely related
and anatomically similar to humans.

Vasalgel is a polymer gel injected
directly into the vas deferens, creating a
blockage in the tube that transports

sperm from the testes out through the
penis. In an experiment at the California
National Primate Research Center, 16
adult male monkeys were treated. They
were housed with females, and moni-
tored for up to two years-covering at
least one breeding season per animal.
“Treated males have had no conceptions
since Vasalgel injections,” the research
team wrote in the journal Basic and
Clinical Andrology.

Minimal complications 
Normally, the expected pregnancy

rate among females housed with males
would have been about 80 percent.
“The presence of Vasalgel appears to be
well tolerated and placement resulted
in minimal complications,” the
researchers wrote. One monkey of the
16 had symptoms of sperm granuloma,
a buildup in the vas deferens which is a
common complication in about 60 per-
cent of  human vasectomies,  they
added. Not yet tested in monkeys, the
reversibility of the method was tested
in earlier experiments in rabbits, when
the gel was successfully flushed out
with solution of sodium bicarbonate.

Preparations are underway for a clin-
ical trial with Vasalgel in humans, said
the Parsemus Foundation, a non-profit
organization funding the product ’s
development. The research has benefits
for the monkeys as well, researchers
added. It is ideal to house captive rhe-
sus monkeys in groups for their social
welfare, but populations can quickly
explode due to high fer t i l i ty.  And
vasectomy in monkeys is more com-
plex than in humans, with many com-
plications.  “We were impressed that
this alternative worked in every single
monkey, even though this was our
f i rs t  t ime t r y ing i t ,” sa id  Angela
Colagross-Schouten, the project’s lead
veterinarian. —AFP

Gel alternative to vasectomy works in monkeys

BANGKOK: As millions of people pour into
East Asia’s cities each year, the region’s gov-
ernments face the pressing task of easing
the enormous strain on resources and infra-
structure, and limiting residents’ exposure to
disasters and climate change risks. “In future,
two out of every three people will live in a
city,” said Peter King, a Bangkok-based policy
advisor for  the Institute for  Global
Environmental Strategies (IGES). “We have a
choice to make now: do we want the cities
to be pleasant,  healthy,  satisfying and
vibrant places to live or do we allow the
extra millions of people flocking to cities
across the world to occupy vulnerable, dirty,
dangerous slums, surrounded by the walled,
guarded residences of the rich?” he said on
the eve of a conference in northern Thailand
to discuss the challenge in East Asia.

The two-day meeting will bring together
some 200 experts from national and region-
al governments and academia, to explore
solutions to issues such as reducing waste,
partnering with the private sector on green
projects, and strategies to achieve the U.N.-
led Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The 17 global goals, launched last year, cov-
er many things relevant to city dwellers,
such as access to affordable and clean ener-
gy, decent work and economic growth. But
one specifically calls for “sustainable cities
and communities” that are inclusive, safe
and resilient.

Saroj Srisai, head of environment at the
ASEAN Secretariat, which coordinates the
10-nation Southeast Asia bloc and is one of
the conference organizers, said implement-

ing the SDGs “requires full  cooperation
among national government agencies, local
authorit ies and development par tners,
which needs to be significantly strength-
ened”. “We are learning good lessons from
Japan’s experience dealing with urbaniza-
tion since the 1950s, especially in terms of
balancing social and environmental con-
cerns and the economy,” he added in
emailed comments.

Southern Japan’s Kitakyushu City, for
example, will showcase at the conference
how it has overcome severe industrial pollu-
tion, while Toyama in central Japan has
embarked on public transport planning to
revitalize the city with an ageing population
- a challenge Thailand is predicted to face in
the coming decades.

Disaster deaths
King said the conference should focus on

translating global aims like the SDGs into
local action, by setting targets and commit-
ments at all levels of government and initiat-
ing partnerships with a wide range of organ-
izations. Studies have shown that East Asia,
home to an estimated 2.2 billion people, is
urbanizing rapidly, fuelled mainly by migra-
tion inside countries. Almost 200 million
people moved from rural to urban areas in
East Asia between 2000 and 2010, a figure
equal to the world’s sixth-largest country,
according to a 2015 World Bank report.

East Asia’s urban areas include eight
“megacities” with populations of over 10
million; 123 large cities of between 1 million
and 10 million people; and 738 medium and

small cities with 100,000 to 1 million people,
shows the report, which analyzed satellite
imagery and population models to chart
urbanization.  Exper ts  have made l inks
between urbanization and income growth,
pointing to increased economic output per
capita as the percentage of people living in
urban areas has risen.

Yet urbanization also tends to put a strain
on resources as more people compete for
space,  jobs,  water and energy.  Badly
planned, it can result in worsening pollution,
waste and inequality, and higher exposure to
disaster and climate risks. Already the wider
Asia-Pacific region is the most disaster-hit in
the world, with over 2 million deaths from
earthquakes, tsunamis, floods and other haz-
ards between 1970 and 2014 - more than
half of global fatalities during that period.

Despite its fast growth, only 36 percent of
East Asia’s population currently lives in
urban areas, so the phenomenon of people
moving to cities is likely to continue in the
region for decades to come, the World Bank
said. IGES’s King noted that much of the
developed world, including Europe, North
America and Australia, has already made the
transition - so the tens of millions of people
shifting to cities in the next few decades will
be concentrated in Asia.

“East Asia also has some of the largest
slum settlements in the world, so there is
already a huge backlog of infrastructure and
proper planning, exacerbated in future by
the chal lenges of  adapting to cl imate
change and providing energy access for all,”
he added. —Reuters

Cities in eastern Asia 

grapple with growth
Green and healthy, or dirty and dangerous?

OTTAWA: Canada’s health minis-
ter on Monday approved open-
ing North America’s first new
drug consumption rooms in
more than a decade, in an effort
to contain the opioid overdose
crisis.  Health Minister Jane
Philpott granted a request from
Quebec province’s public health
agency to set up three sites in
Montreal ’s downtown
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve and
Ville -Marie neighborhoods.
“Supervised consumption sites
have shown positive results in
Canada as well as in other coun-
tries,” Philpott said in a state-
ment. “Disease transmission and
overdose deaths decrease, and
infections, emergency room use
and hospital admissions in rela-
tion to injection drug use are
reduced.”

The first North American con-
sumption rooms, also known as
supervised injection sites, were
establ ished at  a  c l inic  in
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
neighborhood in 2003 under a
special exemption from federal
drug possession and trafficking
laws. Until now it had remained
the only facility on the conti-
nent where addic ts  could
receive medical supervision as
they injected heroin illegally
bought on the street. Ottawa,
Toronto and several  other
Canadian cities are also consid-
ering opening their own sites.

Vancouver’s Insite clinic serves
about 700 drug users  a  day,
according to staff.

Health professionals for years
have urged expanding the num-
ber of consumption rooms
nationwide. Most neighborhoods
have rejected them, however, and

critics said public monies would
be better spent on more detox
and drug treatment. In December,
faced with soaring fentanyl over-
dose deaths, the federal govern-
ment removed legal hurdles to
opening new supervised injec-
tion sites. The coroner in west-

ernmost British Columbia, which
is at the epicenter of the opioid
crisis, reported 914 “apparent
illicit drug overdose deaths” in
2016 a 79.2 percent year-over-
year increase. Fentanyl-related
deaths accounted for two-thirds
of the total, it said. —AFP

Canada authorizes new 

drug consumption rooms

NEW DELHI: This file photo shows in New Delhi monkeys squatting a
facade of the defense ministry building. —AFP photos

MINGALADON, Myanmar: This file photo shows a rhesus monkey carrying her
baby on her back at the Hlawga National Park, in Mingaladon. 

LONDON: Consuming e-cigarettes is far safer
and less toxic than smoking conventional
tobacco cigarettes, according to the findings
of a study analyzing levels of dangerous and
cancer-causing substances in the body.
Researchers found that people who switched
from smoking regular cigarettes to e-ciga-
rettes or nicotine replacement therapy (NRT)
such as gum or patches for at least six
months had much lower levels of toxins in
their saliva and urine than those who contin-
ued to smoke.

“Our study adds to existing evidence show-
ing that e-cigarettes and NRT are far safer than
smoking, and suggests that there is a very low
risk associated with their long-term use,” said
Lion Shahab, a specialist in epidemiology and
public health at University College London
who led the work. E-cigarettes, which heat
nicotine-laced liquid into vapour, have grown
into an $8 billion-a-year market, according to
Euromonitor International - more than three
times that of NRT products. They are, however,
still dwarfed by a tobacco market estimated by
Euromonitor to be worth around $700 billion.

Many health experts think e-cigarettes, or
vapes, which do not contain tobacco, are a
lower-risk alternative to smoking and poten-
tially a major public health tool. But some
question their long-term safety and worry that
they may act as a “gateway” to taking up con-
ventional cigarettes. The U.S. surgeon general
in December urged lawmakers to impose
price and tax policies that would discourage
their use.

Monday’s study, published in the journal
Annals of Internal Medicine, analyzed saliva
and urine samples from long-term e-cigarette
and NRT users as well as smokers, and com-
pared levels of key chemicals found in their
bodies. It found that smokers who switched
completely to e-cigarettes or NRT had signifi-
cantly lower levels of toxic chemicals and car-
cinogens compared to people who continued
to smoke tobacco cigarettes.

Those who used e-cigarettes or NRT but
did not completely quit smoking did not show
the same drop in toxin levels. This underlined
that a complete switch was needed to get the
long-term health benefits of quitting tobacco,
the researchers said. The World Health
Organization says tobacco is the world’s
biggest preventable killer, with a predicted
cumulative death toll of a billion by the end of
this century if current trends continue.
Tobacco smoking currently kills around 6 mil-
lion people a year.

Kevin Fenton, national director of health
and wellbeing at the government authority
Public Health England, said the findings held a
clear message for tobacco smokers. “Switching
to e-cigarettes can significantly reduce harm
to smokers, with greatly reduced exposure to
carcinogens and toxins,” he said in a statement.
“The findings also make clear that the benefit
is only realized if people stop smoking com-
pletely and make a total switch. “The best
thing a smoker can do, for themselves and
those around them, is to quit now, completely
and forever.” —Reuters

Study of cancer-causing 

toxins finds e-cigs much 

safer than smoking

OTTAWA, Ontario: This file photo shows Canada’s new Health Minister Jane Philpott being
sworn-in during a ceremony at Rideau Hall in Ottawa. —AFP
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BEIJING: China will  attend an
organ trafficking summit at the
Vatican for the first time yesterday,
local media said, as Beijing tries to
persuade the world it is no longer
using executed prisoners as donors.
Former vice health minister Huang
Jiefu has been invited to the con-
ference as the Holy See bids to
improve relations with the Asian
giant, long stalled over conflicts
about who should control the
Catholic church in China. Beijing
issued its first regulation banning
the trade of organs in 2007, but
trafficking remains common as the
country suffers a drastic shortage
of donated body parts.

The practice of using executed
prisoners’ organs for transplants
was also banned in 2015, but some
international medical groups sus-
pect prisoners may be reclassified
as voluntary donors to get around
the rules. Huang previously admit-
ted that China did use the organs
of convicts for transplants before
the country had a public donation
system in 2010, but has since insist-
ed this is no longer the case.  “This
is the first time that China is invited
to a summit on organ transplanting
held by an authoritative interna-
tional organization,” Huang was

quoted by the Global Times as say-
ing on Monday.

Francis Delmonico, a surgeon
and academician of the Pontifical
Academy of Sciences, told the
paper the Vatican’s invitation was
because Beijing had shown greater
willingness to follow World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines on
organ donation. But there remains

skepticism about China’s commit-
ment to halting the use of prisoner
organs. Maya Wang, a researcher
for Human Rights Watch in Asia,
told AFP that a lack of transparency
surrounding executions makes it
impossible to verify the govern-
ment’s claims. 

“We hope that the participation
of [Huang] does not amount to a

coming out party just because they
have made these positive initial
steps,” Wang said. China’s ratio of
public organ donations is 0.6 to
100,000 people, one of the lowest
in the world, Huang told a meeting
in 2014 according to the Global
Times. Some patients are reluctant
to donate because they fear hospi-
tals will prioritize obtaining their
organs over ensuring their recov-
ery, according to Wang.

Earlier this month, 16 people,
including two surgeons, were given
prison sentences of up to five years
for involvement in a vast illegal
trade in kidneys, the official Xinhua
news agency said.  China’s invita-
tion to the conference comes as
Beijing and the Vatican seek to
boost relations as the Chinese
Catholic population grows. The two
powers have not had diplomatic
ties since 1951 and remain at odds
over which side has the authority
to appoint senior clergy. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu
Kang said at a regular press briefing
yesterday that the summit is not
related to the development
Chinese-Vatican relations. He not-
ed, however, that China has made
“relentless efforts” to strengthen
ties with the Vatican. —AFP

China to attend organ 

trafficking summit at Vatican

VATICAN: China’s former vice minister of health Dr Huang Jiefu
attends a conference on ‘Organ Trafficking and Transplant
Tourism’, held at the Vatican, yesterday. —AP

GITHURAI, Kenya: Vegetable seller Jacinta
Nyokabi used to fret about what to do
when her tomatoes began to rot at her
stand in Guthurai’s open air market. She
could dump them in the market’s drain to
get rid of them or just leave them sitting in
a corner. Either way she risked fines and the
ire of market authorities. “If I throw away
waste, county officials will accuse me of
contaminating the market because rotting
fruits and vegetables smell and attract rats
which spread diseases,” complained the 32-
year-old mother of two.

But now there are eager customers for
her rotting tomatoes: A herd of 20 mean-
dering camels, brought in from arid north-
ern Kenya to act as garbage disposals for
the market’s food waste. “The camels feed
on everything that we give them and so the
food is not dumped away,” said Nyokabi,
who has been selling fruits and vegetables
at the Kiambu County market, northeast of
Nairobi, for two years. The market’s new
low-carbon food waste recycling system is
the work of Stephen Kariuki, who owns the
animals and herds them through the mar-
ket each morning.

To earn a living, Kariuki used to rum-
mage through the many landfills in Nairobi
for plastic bottles, which he would sell to
private waste recycling businesses.
“Everyone wants plastics so that they can
make other things from them,” says the 32-
year-old who grew up in the Mathare slum,
on the fringes of the capital. “But nobody is
interested in rotting food.” That changed
when he hitched a ride to Northern Kenya
as a loader for a timber merchant. While
there, he noticed the hardship camels go
through as they scratch for fodder from dry-
ing rangelands.

“I remembered the fruits and vegetables
that were wasting away in Nairobi and said
to myself that I could try my luck with
camels,” he remembers. With $120 in sav-
ings from selling plastics he managed to
buy the first camel and transport it to the
Githurai market in January 2016. Since then,
Kariuki has made more trips to Northern
Kenya and raised an urban herd of about 25
camels, as well as a few cows and goats. “I
prefer camels because they do not stray
away to destroy people’s property,” he said.
“Camels also like the fleshy market waste

which they seem to like more than the
parched arid vegetation.”

The camels produce milk, which Kariuki
can sell, and other income as well. “A well
fed, healthy camel like this can fetch as
much as $1,000,” said the smiling herder as
he showed off his beasts.  “Their milk is very
nutritious. During the weekends, I fit them
with riding gear to give estate children
leisure rides at a fee.” So far, Kariuki has few
competitors in his new market niche at least
for now. And traders say they are grateful
that the passing dromedaries are saving
them money and worries.

Not for export
Nyokabi, perched on a seat in a shed

roofed with the flapping remains of paper
cartons, said the camels were particularly
useful in a market without any cold storage
or formal waste disposal system, despite
traders paying a 50-cent daily fee to the
county. Market traders can face fines of up
to $1 a day for dumping their rotting wares,
she said. According to Asaah Ndambi, a
researcher with the International Livestock
Research Institute (ILRI), at least 3,200
tonnes of waste are produced in Nairobi
every day. Organic waste, especially from
farm produce, accounts for 2,000 tons of
this figure.

A share of the waste comes from farms
that produce vegetables, fruit and flowers for
export. A 2015 report by Feedback Global, a
London-based organization that combats
food waste, said many Kenyan farmers grow
fruits and vegetables with the expectation of
exporting the produce to the EU market, to
take advantage of attractive prices there.

However, over 30 percent of the food is
rejected while still at the farm due to EU regu-
lations and standards that bar farmers from
exporting food that is not the right size, color,
or shape, or that is simply unattractive, the
report said. “Most of this food ends up being
sold in city markets where demand for fruits
and vegetables is still high,” argued econo-
mist Robert Mudida, a professor of political
economy at Strathmore Business School in
Nairobi. “Poor roads make the food to be
knocked around and so by the time it reaches
the market it has started going bad. Poor
storage spoils what freshness was remaining
of the product,” he added. —Reuters

Kenya’s traders battle food 

waste with new ally: Camels

PARIS: The widely condemned practice of ceremoni-
al genital mutilation among girls and young women
follows an evolutionary logic, according to a provoca-
tive study published Monday. Understanding this log-
ic-which the researchers described as “cultural”, not
biological-may help fulfil the UN goal of eliminated
the practice worldwide by 2030, the authors said.
Comparing 47 ethnic groups across five countries in
west Africa, they found that in those where female
genital cutting was the norm, survival rates were
higher among children born to women who had
been cut.

The opposite held true for ethnic groups in
which mutilation was the exception rather than the
rule: women who had not undergone the procedure
saw a higher survival rate among their offspring. The
findings, reported in the scientific journal Nature
Ecology & Evolution, were based on health surveys
covering more than 61,000 girls and women aged
15 to 49. “Our results indicate that this difference is
due to social, not biological, differences,” explained
lead author Janet Howard, a researcher at the
University of Bristol in England.

Tipping point 
Women who conformed to the dominant prac-

tice in their culture, she told AFP, typically had better
marriage opportunities and better access to social
networks. Prevalence of genital manipulation across
the nearly four dozen ethnic groups in Mali, Ivory
Coast, Nigeria, Burkina Faso and Senegal-almost 60
percent on average-varied from less than one per-
cent to more than 99 percent. In three-fifths of the
groups, more than half of women had been cut, the
study found. Howard and colleague Mhairi Gibson
undertook the study to look for clues as to why well-
funded, high-profile campaigns to halt genital cut-
ting have mostly failed. “To date, this behavior has
proven resistant to change,” Howard said.  “We hope
that a greater understanding of why it exists may
help inform eradication programs.”

Globally, at least 200 million girls and women
alive today have suffered some form of female geni-

tal mutilation across 30 countries, according to the
United Nations. While concentrated in Africa, it is
also common in some communities in Asia, Arab
states and Latin America.  Half of those cut live in
three countries: Egypt, Ethiopia and Indonesia,
according to the UN. The practice can include cut-
ting away some or all of the clitoris, as well as the
labia minora or majora, often in unhygienic circum-
stances. 

“It irreparably damages girls’ bodies, inflicting
excruciating pain,” UNICEF director Anthony Lake
and UN Population Fund director Babatunde
Osotimehin said in a joint statement Monday,
International Day of Zero Tolerance for female geni-
tal mutilation. “It causes extreme emotional trauma
that can last a lifetime,” and increases the risk of
deadly complications during pregnancy and child-
birth, they noted.

The United Nations has declared it a human
rights violation. By looking at the practice in the

context of a new discipline called cultural evolution,
Howard and Gibson suggest that cutting confers
advantages “that may outweigh its costs to physical
and psychological health,” explained Katherine
Wander, a biological anthropologist at Binghamton
University in New York state. 

“Female genital cutting seems to increase
women’s reproductive success,” she wrote in a com-
mentary, also in Nature Ecology & Evolution. It is
probably disheartening to those working to protect
girls to think of cutting as in any way “beneficial”,
Wander noted. “Nonetheless, understanding female
genital cutting in these terms points to a new target
for intervention: the cost-benefit balance.” One
hopeful sign, said Howard, is that in most ethnic
groups where less than half the women have been
cut the practice is declining. “We predict that shift-
ing the prevalence to below 50 percent”-what the
researchers called a “tipping point”-”in other groups
will have the same effect.” —AFP

Female genital cutting has

‘evolutionary’ drive: Study

MIAMI: Long before European settlers
arrived in the Americas in 1492, the
Amazon rainforest was transformed for
thousands of years by indigenous people
who carved mysterious circles into the
landscape, researchers said Monday.
While the purpose of these hundreds of
ditched enclosures, or geoglyphs,
remains unclear, scientists say they may
have served as ritual gathering places.
Modern deforestation-coupled with aeri-
al photographs of the landscape-helped
reveal some 450 of these geoglyphs in
Acre state in the western Brazilian
Amazon. “The fact that these sites lay
hidden for centuries beneath mature
rainforest really challenges the idea that
Amazonian forests are ‘pristine ecosys-
tems,’” said lead author Jennifer Watling,
a post-doctoral researcher at the
Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnography, University of Sao Paulo.

Archeologists have found very few
artifacts from the areas, and scientists
suspect the structures-which span 5,000
square miles (13,000 square kilometers)
were not built as villages or for defensive
reasons. Rather, they believe humans

altered the bamboo forests and built
small, temporary clearings “concentrating
on economically valuable tree species
such as palms, creating a kind of ‘prehis-
toric supermarket’ of useful forest prod-
ucts,” said the study in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences, a
peer-reviewed US scientific journal. The
research is based on state-of-the-art
techniques used to reconstruct some
6,000 years of vegetation and fire history
around two geoglyph sites.

Watling, who did the research while
studying at the University of Exeter, said
the findings show the area was not-con-
trary to popular belief-untouched by
humans in the past. “Our evidence that
Amazonian forests have been managed
by indigenous peoples long before
European contact should not be cited as
justification for the destructive, unsus-
tainable land-use practiced today,” she
added. “It should instead serve to high-
light the ingenuity of past subsistence
regimes that did not lead to forest degra-
dation, and the importance of indige-
nous knowledge for finding more sus-
tainable land-use alternatives.” —AFP

Amazon forest was 

transformed by ancient people

NEWARK, New Jersey: To prosecutors, Bernard
Greenspan saw dollar signs when a blood- test-
ing lab company came to his office seeking refer-
rals several years ago, and he reaped a $200,000
windfall in illegal bribes. Greenspan’s attorney
tells a different story, of an “old-school, solo fami-
ly practitioner” still practicing while pushing 80
whose transactions were legitimate but who
wound up in the wrong place at the wrong time -
in the middle of an investigation into a $200 mil-
lion health care fraud scheme. More than 40 peo-
ple, including more than two dozen doctors in
New York and New Jersey, have pleaded guilty
over the last four years in the scheme. This week,
the government’s evidence will be tested for the
first time when the 79-year-old Greenspan, who
faces maximum penalties that would mean

spending the rest of his life in prison, goes on tri-
al.  Opening statements are scheduled for
Tuesday in federal court. “He stands on different
footing than the other doctors who have plead-
ed guilty,” Greenspan’s attorney, Damian
Conforti, said Monday. “It differs significantly in
that it wasn’t criminal.” The charges stem from an
investigation into Parsippany-based
Biodiagnostic Laboratory Services, a previously
nondescript New Jersey company that had
experienced a large spike in revenues between
2006 and 2013. There was a reason for the uptick
in the company’s fortunes, the US.attorney’s
office contended when it announced charges in
April 2013: the company was bribing a network
of doctors in exchange for referrals, often involv-
ing unnecessary tests.—Reuters

79-year-old doctor on trial 

in $200M health fraud scheme
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Mohammed 
Khater’s 

exhibition

The Egyptian ambassador to Kuwait
Yasser Atef and the Egyptian Cultural
Attache Nabil Bahgat recently inau-

gurated the Egyptian artist, Mohammed
Khater’s exhibition. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bahgat said that the exhibition comes
within the cultural attache’s office keen-
ness on encouraging and supporting
Egyptian artists living in Kuwait. He added
that art works reflect the cultural expan-
sion of Egyptian fine arts with a developed
superb language to communicate with art
fans and lovers. 

Bahrain Exchange Company
(BEC), specialists in world-
wide money transfers and

foreign exchange, have announced
yesterday the winner of its ‘Million
Pesos Campaign’, which had started
in the first week of December. The
campaign, which had been espe-
cially designed for the Filipino
clientele, selected its Mega Prize

winner on 29th January 2017.
Elmer Mariano Jacalne from the
Philippines was delighted to be
chosen as the grand winner, and
said, “I have been using the services
of BEC since the last 15 years. 

I am thrilled and happy on win-
ing a Million Pesos as this money
will help me fund the higher educa-
tion of my children. Thank you BEC.”

He was handed the Million Pesos
prize money by Jabbar M Adiong,
Charge d’ Affaires of Philippine
Embassy in Kuwait. Speaking on
this occasion, he said, “It is great joy
and pride to know that a Filipino
engineer in the State of Kuwait is
the lucky winner of a Million Pesos
from Bahrain Exchange Company
(BEC). The Embassy thanks BEC for

its continuous service to Filipino
workers in the Gulf country. BEC’s
remittance services have been of
immense benefit to all of its clien-
tele, including our modern day
heroes, the OFWs. Congratulations
to the winner and all the best BEC”.

Running from the 4th of
December 2016 to the 28th of
January 2017, customers who had

transferred money to the
Philippines, or exchanged currency
to or from the Philippine Peso dur-
ing the campaign period, had
received an automatic entry into
Bob’s weekly draw. Each week, sev-
en lucky winners were randomly
selected to win attractive prizes
including iPhones, Apple watches,
Beat headphones and many more.

Further, every customer who had
made a transaction was also includ-
ed, by default, in the lucky draw for
the mega prize.

The Million Pesos campaign was
aimed at making transactions cost
effective and convenient for the
Filipino patrons of the company,
who responded positively to this
campaign and participated whole-

heartedly. The campaign was avail-
able at all of the 40+ branches of
the BEC across Kuwait, as well as to
customers transacting through the
online money transfer service, BEC
Online. 

Commenting on the campaign,
Mathews Varughese, BEC General
Manager said, “the response to the
‘Million Pesos campaign’ has been
extremely positive from our cus-
tomers and we are confident that
this campaign will help to strength-
en the relationship with customers
sending money to the Philippines.
We look forward to holding similar
campaigns for our customers from
other countries. With many com-
petitors in our market, we recog-
nize and appreciate the patronage
that our customers show to the
BEC, and will continue to comple-
ment their loyalty with exciting
promotions and chances to win
fantastic prizes.”

Bahrain Exchange Company
(BEC) has been serving people for
over 25 years, providing unparal-
leled money transfer and currency
exchange services.  It is a subsidiary
of the BFC Group Holdings WLL,
Bahrain, which is celebrating its
centenary year in 2017.  The com-
pany currently has over 40 branch-
es across Kuwait and specializes in
sending money around the globe
safely and quickly, to over 40,000
locations in 30 countries, through
its own money transfer product -
EzRemit. Its global reach is extend-
ed to over 200 countries through its
partnership with MoneyGram, an
international remittance company. 

Burgan Bank is announcing its
sponsorship of the “Green Unit
Bazaar”, an annual non-profit

event, which will take place at the
“Kuwait English School” KES. The Green
Unit department, a division in KES, aims
at ensuring progressive development of

the skills and talents of students with
disabilities. The department caters to
125 students aged six to 21, with special
educational needs, and focuses on offer-
ing them a healthy, safe and well-round-
ed educational environment. The bazaar,

hosted annually, aims to help raise
awareness and funds for students with
special needs. The bank’s sponsorship of
the “Green Unit Bazaar” originates from
its commitment to supporting the most
vulnerable groups by helping them inte-
grate in and contribute to society. 

During the bazaar, the school will run
various fun activities for children,
including bubble football, face painting,
fun photo booth, hennah painting,
archery, story reading and a raffle draw,
to name a few. The kids will also have
the opportunity to purchase education-
al toys, books, pieces of art, jewelry and
enjoy food and beverages. The money
that will be raised will be invested to
provide the most effective learning
environment for students with special
educational needs. This falls under the
school’s aim to always inspire, challenge
and encourage its students to reach
greater heights.

Burgan Bank’s support of this initia-
tive falls under its recently launched full-
fledged community program entitled
‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change.
This program sheds light on important
aspects affecting every segment of the
society by promoting social welfare
through educational, cultural, social and
health initiatives. Burgan Bank’s
approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins with a vital
principle that as a Kuwaiti financial insti-
tution, its conduct and policies should
be aligned with the needs and interests
of the Kuwaiti society. 

Burgan Bank sponsors 
Kuwait English School’s 

annual ‘Green Unit Bazaar’

Bob’s Million Pesos Campaign

Soak up spirit of February with 
celebrations at The Promenade

The Promenade mall, the neighborhood destina-
tion in the heart of Kuwait, is the place to be for
Kuwait’s National Day and Liberation Day cele-

brations this year. The mall will be hosting a range of
fun, not-to-be-missed activities for the entire family
every weekend through February. Kuwait’s retail and
shopping hub will be decked out in flags and Kuwaiti
memorabilia as the country comes together to cele-
brate the memorable occasion. Playing its part in
showcasing national pride, The Promenade will have
a weeklong program of events and festivities. “This is
a special time of the year for the people of Kuwait and
visitors to our mall,” said Othman Al Othman, Portfolio
Malls Manager. “We want to make sure our guests can
enjoy the festivities and the atmosphere, so we have
planned a range of activities. There’s something for
everyone.”

Little ones are often forgotten in celebrations, but
The Promenade has planned for a mini mission over
the National Day and Liberation Day festivities with a
book club, and storytelling sessions.It might be cool
on the mall’s ice rink, but there’s some red-hot enter-
tainment on offer. Those looking for a skate will be
treated to special discounted prices, while live shows
will keep the crowds entertained. To get ready for the
big celebrations, visitors can browse through the
Promenade Market for traditional items and alterna-
tive gifts before the National Day on February 25 and
Liberation Day on, February 26. 

Naqi to host
Egypt Lovers

Society 

Kuwaiti lawyer, Nagla
Al-Naqi will hold a
press conference on

Thursday, February 9, 2017
in thonor of the Egypt
Lovers Society headed by
Egyptian media icon,
Tahani Al-Bortoqali. 

The society delegation
will also include veteran
actress Afaf Shu’aib, singer
Nadia Mustafa and other
artists. The press confer-
ence will be held at Al-
Naqi’s forum headquarters
in Salwa, Bloc 2, Al-Masjid
Al-Aqsa street, house # 388.
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By Athoob Al-Shuaibi

Believing in the huge influence of art and music to
build children’s personalities, and the elaboration of
their minds, the American International School of

Kuwait AIS continued their annual festival of Fine Arts. The
festival took place on Monday evening at the school’s
headquarters in Salmiya and lasted for two hours. The pro-
gram was divided into three parts; drama, music and visu-
al arts. Dan Massoth, the head of arts at AIS said that the

participating students include pre-kindergarten down to
the twelfth graders. He added: “We get a chance tonight
to show a full breadth of our program from the early years
to the most advanced students. It is a chance for every-
body to watch whhat our kids can do here in Kuwait.” The

students played at the auditorium and sang some popular
songs. Other students translated their sensations, while
listening to music, on large canvases with paints. On the
path to the canteen, there were exhibited artworks and a
space for drama.

Fine arts night at American International School
—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat



T V  PR O G R A M S
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017`

01:00  Payback  
03:00  Mega Shark vs. Mecha Shark  
04:45  Last Action Hero  
07:00  Fast & Furious 7  
09:30  Batman: Bad Blood  
11:00  Metro  
13:00  Automata  
15:00  Fast & Furious 7  
17:30  The Throwaways  
19:15  Surrogates  
21:00  Survivor  
23:00  The Transporter: Refueled  

00:00  Up Close And Dangerous  
00:55  Gator Boys  
01:50  Swimming With Monsters: Steve
Backshall  
02:45  Bondi Vet  
03:40  Up Close And Dangerous  
04:35  Tanked  
05:25  Great Animal Escapes  
06:15  Gator Boys  
07:02  Swimming With Monsters: Steve
Backshall  
07:49  Up Close And Dangerous  
08:36  Gorilla School  
09:25  Groomer Has It  
10:15  Up Close And Dangerous  
11:10  Great Animal Escapes  
12:05  Tanked  
13:00  Groomer Has It  
13:55  Bondi Vet  
14:50  Up Close And Dangerous  
15:45  Gator Boys  
16:40  Great Animal Escapes  
17:35  Tanked  
18:30  River Monsters  
19:25  Australia Doesn't Just Want To Kill
You  
20:20  The Pool Master  
21:15  Tanked  
22:10  Great Animal Escapes  
23:05  Australia Doesn't Just Want To Kill
You  

00:10  Orphan Black  
00:55  Doctors  
01:25  Call The Midwife  
02:20  Silent Witness  

03:20  Silent Witness  
04:20  Orphan Black  
05:05  Doctors  
05:35  Doctors  
06:05  New Tricks  
07:00  Doctors  
07:30  Doctors  
08:00  Holby City  
08:50  Death In Paradise  
09:45  Stella  
10:35  New Tricks  
11:30  Doctors  
12:00  Doctors  
12:30  Death In Paradise  
13:25  Stella  
14:20  New Tricks  
15:15  Doctors  
15:45  Doctors  
16:15  Death In Paradise  
17:10  Stella  
18:05  New Tricks  
19:00  Doctors  
19:30  Eastenders  
20:05  Death In Paradise  
21:00  Poldark  
22:00  Last Tango In Halifax  
22:55  Ripper Street  
23:50  Orphan Black  

00:00  The First 48  
01:00  It Takes A Killer  
01:30  It Takes A Killer  
02:00  Deadly Wives  
03:00  Killer Kids  
04:00  The First 48  
05:00  It Takes A Killer  
05:30  It Takes A Killer  
06:00  Deadly Wives  
07:00  Killer Kids  
08:00  Evil Up Close  
09:00  Evil Up Close  
10:00  Crimes That Shook Britain  
11:00  It Takes A Killer  
11:30  It Takes A Killer  
12:00  I Killed My BFF  
13:00  I Killed My BFF  
14:00  I Killed My BFF  
15:00  I Killed My BFF  
16:00  Evil Up Close  
17:00  Crimes That Shook Britain  
18:00  It Takes A Killer  
18:30  It Takes A Killer  
19:00  Nightmare In Suburbia  
20:00  The First 48  
21:00  The First 48  
22:00  Crimes That Shook Britain  
23:00  Evil Up Close  

00:05  Tosh.0  
00:30  The Daily Show With Trevor Noah  
01:00  Key And Peele  
01:25  South Park  
01:50  South Park  
02:15  Tosh.0  
02:40  Inside Amy Schumer  
03:05  South Park  

03:30  South Park  
04:00  The Daily Show With Trevor Noah  
04:25  Catch A Contractor  
04:50  Catch A Contractor  
05:15  Lip Sync Battle  
05:40  Ridiculousness  
06:05  Ridiculousness  
06:30  Urban Tarzan  
06:55  Urban Tarzan  
07:20  Life Or Debt  
08:15  Catch A Contractor  
08:40  Catch A Contractor  
09:05  Disaster Date  
09:30  Ridiculousness  
09:55  Ridiculousness  
10:20  Workaholics  
10:45  Disaster Date  
11:10  Ridiculousness  
11:35  The It Crowd  
12:00  Hungry Investors  
12:50  Workaholics  
13:15  Lip Sync Battle  
13:40  The It Crowd  
14:05  Catch A Contractor  
14:30  Catch A Contractor  
14:55  Ridiculousness  
15:20  Sweat Inc.  
16:10  Workaholics  
16:35  Ridiculousness  
17:00  Ridiculousness  
17:30  Disaster Date  
17:55  Lip Sync Battle  
18:25  Workaholics  
18:50  Urban Tarzan  
19:15  Urban Tarzan  
19:39  The It Crowd  
20:03  Life Or Debt  
20:50  Disaster Date  
21:13  Ridiculousness  
21:37  Workaholics  
22:00  The Daily Show With Trevor Noah  
22:30  The Meltdown With Jonah And
Kumail  
22:54  Key And Peele  
23:18  Another Period  
23:42  Another Period  

00:15  Destroyed In Seconds  
00:40  Ultimate Survival  
01:30  Nextworld  
02:20  Australia Smashes Guinness World
Records  
02:45  Australia Smashes Guinness World
Records  
03:10  Guinness World Records Smashed
UK  
04:00  Destroyed In Seconds  
04:25  Destroyed In Seconds  
04:50  Ultimate Survival  

05:40  How It's Made  
06:05  How It's Made  
06:30  Dirty Jobs  
07:20  Mythbusters  
08:00  Kids vs Film  
08:25  Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild  
08:50  Too Cute! Pint-Sized  
09:40  How It's Made  
10:05  How It's Made  
10:30  Nextworld  
11:20  Mythbusters  
12:10  Too Cute! Pint-Sized  
13:00  Ultimate Survival  
13:50  How It's Made  
14:15  How It's Made  
14:40  Dirty Jobs  
15:30  Kids vs Film  
15:55  Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild  
16:20  Mythbusters  
17:10  Nextworld  
18:00  Wildest Africa  
18:50  Lost & Found With Mike & Jesse  
19:40  Destroyed In Seconds  
20:05  Destroyed In Seconds  
20:30  How It's Made  
20:55  How It's Made  
21:20  Mythbusters  
22:10  Wildest Africa  
23:00  Lost & Found With Mike & Jesse  
23:50  Destroyed In Seconds  

00:00  Kirby Buckets  
00:25  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
00:50  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
01:10  Hank Zipzer  
01:35  Binny And The Ghost  
02:00  Violetta  
02:45  The Hive  
02:50  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
03:15  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
03:40  Hank Zipzer  
04:05  Binny And The Ghost  
04:30  Violetta  
05:15  The Hive  
05:20  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
05:45  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
06:10  Hank Zipzer  
06:35  Binny And The Ghost  
07:00  Violetta  
07:45  The Hive  
07:50  The 7D  
08:00  Jessie  
08:25  Jessie  
08:50  Rolling To The Ronks  
09:15  Tsum Tsum Shorts  
09:20  Elena Of Avalor  
09:45  Bunk'd  
10:10  Stuck In The Middle  
10:35  Wizards Of Waverly Place  
11:00  Wizards Of Waverly Place  
11:25  A.N.T. Farm  
11:50  A.N.T. Farm  

12:15  Good Luck Charlie  
12:40  Good Luck Charlie  
13:05  Shake It Up  
13:30  Shake It Up  
13:55  Disney Mickey Mouse  
14:00  Welcome To The Ronks  
14:15  Gravity Falls  
14:40  Hank Zipzer  
15:05  Star Darlings  
15:10  Austin & Ally  
15:35  Jessie  
16:00  Bunk'd  
16:25  Kirby Buckets  
16:50  Rolling To The Ronks  
17:15  Sunny Bunnies  
17:20  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir  
17:45  Elena Of Avalor  
18:10  Stuck In The Middle  
18:35  Descendants Wicked World  
18:40  Girl Meets World  
19:05  Bizaardvark  
19:30  Liv And Maddie  
19:55  Best Friends Whenever  
20:20  Disney Mickey Mouse  
20:25  The Next Step  
20:50  Austin & Ally  
21:15  Star Darlings  
21:20  Shake It Up  
21:45  Backstage  
22:10  Liv And Maddie  
22:35  Cracke  
22:40  The Next Step  
23:05  Best Friends Whenever  
23:30  Jessie  
23:55  Tsum Tsum Shorts  

00:00  Doc McStuffins  
00:30  Doc McStuffins  
00:55  PJ Masks  
01:20  Henry Hugglemonster  
01:35  The Hive  
01:45  Loopdidoo  
02:00  Henry Hugglemonster  
02:15  Calimero  
02:30  Art Attack  
02:55  Zou  
03:05  Loopdidoo  
03:20  Henry Hugglemonster  
03:35  Calimero  
03:50  Zou  
04:05  Art Attack  
04:30  The Hive  
04:40  Loopdidoo  
04:55  Henry Hugglemonster  
05:10  Art Attack  
05:35  Loopdidoo  
05:50  Calimero  
06:05  Art Attack  

06:30  Henry Hugglemonster  
06:45  Zou  
07:00  Art Attack  
07:30  Henry Hugglemonster  
07:45  Loopdidoo  
08:00  Zou  
08:15  Calimero  
08:30  Loopdidoo  
08:45  Henry Hugglemonster  
09:00  Minnie's Bow-Toons  
09:05  PJ Masks  
09:15  Goldie & Bear  
09:30  Jake And The Neverland Pirates  
09:45  Miles From Tomorrow  
09:55  The Lion Guard  
10:20  Doc McStuffins  
10:35  Goldie & Bear  
10:50  Sheriff Callie's Wild West  
11:00  PJ Masks  
11:15  Jake And The Neverland Pirates  
11:30  Minnie's Bow-Toons  
11:35  The Lion Guard  
12:00  Sofia The First  
12:30  Doc McStuffins  
12:55  Mickey Mouse Clubhouse  
13:20  My Friends Tigger & Pooh  
13:50  Sheriff Callie's Wild West  
14:15  Gummi Bears  
14:40  Sofia The First  
15:10  Little Mermaid  
15:35  PJ Masks  
16:00  My Friends Tigger & Pooh  
16:30  The Lion Guard  
16:55  Unbungalievable  
17:00  Miles From Tomorrow  
17:30  Jake And The Never Land Pirates  
17:55  The Lion Guard  
18:20  Goldie & Bear  
18:50  PJ Masks  
19:15  Sofia The First  
19:40  Doc McStuffins  
20:05  Jake And The Never Land Pirates  
20:30  Little Mermaid  
21:00  Doc McStuffins  
21:30  Doc McStuffins  
22:00  Unbungalievable  
22:05  Goldie & Bear  
22:35  Miles From Tomorrow  
23:00  My Friends Tigger & Pooh  
23:25  Gummi Bears  
23:55  Minnie's Bow-Toons  

00:30  Fast N' Loud  
01:20  Misfit Garage  
02:10  The Island With Bear Grylls  
03:00  Bear Grylls: Mission Survive  
03:50  Ed Stafford: Into The Unknown  
04:40  Fast N' Loud  
05:30  Auction Hunters  
06:00  How Do They Do It?  
06:30  How Do They Do It?  
07:00  Deadliest Catch  
07:50  Misfit Garage  
08:40  Fast N' Loud  
09:30  Boy To Man  
10:20  Auction Hunters  
10:45  How Do They Do It?  
11:10  How Do They Do It?  
11:35  The Island With Bear Grylls  
12:25  Bear Grylls: Mission Survive  

13:15  Ed Stafford: Into The Unknown  
14:05  How Do They Do It?  
14:30  Auction Hunters  
14:55  Auction Hunters  
15:20  Alaska: The Last Frontier  
16:10  Boy To Man  
17:00  Deadliest Catch  
18:40  Misfit Garage  
19:30  How Do They Do It?  
19:55  How Do They Do It?  
20:20  Boy To Man  
21:10  Auction Hunters  
21:35  Auction Hunters  
22:00  Blowing Up History  
22:50  Mega Shippers  
23:40  Impossible Engineering  

00:00  Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA  
07:00  Danger Mouse  
07:25  Gravity Falls  
07:50  Atomic Puppet  
08:15  Star vs The Forces Of Evil  
08:25  Counterfeit Cat  
08:40  Supa Strikas  
09:10  K.C. Undercover  
09:35  Star Wars Freemaker Adventures  
10:00  Lab Rats: Bionic Island  
10:25  Lab Rats: Bionic Island  
10:50  Danger Mouse  
11:20  Supa Strikas  
11:45  Supa Strikas  
12:10  Counterfeit Cat  
12:35  Pair Of Kings  
13:00  Pair Of Kings  
13:30  Future-Worm!  
13:55  Lab Rats  
14:20  Lab Rats  
14:45  Atomic Puppet  
15:10  Disney Mickey Mouse  
15:15  Marvel's Avengers: Ultron
Revolution  
15:40  Supa Strikas  
16:05  Lab Rats  
16:30  Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything  
16:55  Danger Mouse  
17:25  K.C. Undercover  
17:50  Future-Worm!  
18:15  Gravity Falls  
18:40  Lab Rats: Bionic Island  
19:05  Disney Mickey Mouse  
19:10  Supa Strikas  
19:35  Supa Strikas  
20:00  Atomic Puppet  
20:25  Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything  
20:55  K.C. Undercover  
21:20  Counterfeit Cat  
21:45  Mighty Med  
22:10  Pickle And Peanut  
22:40  Disney Mickey Mouse  
22:45  Marvel's Avengers: Ultron
Revolution  
23:10  Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors  
23:35  Boyster  

00:00  E! News  
00:15  Mariah's World  
01:05  Mariah's World  
01:55  Mariah's World  
02:50  E! News  
03:50  WAGs  
04:45  WAGs  
05:40  WAGs  
06:30  New Money  
07:00  LA Clippers Dance Squad  
07:55  E! News  
08:10  LA Clippers Dance Squad  
09:10  E! News  
10:10  WAGs Miami  
11:10  WAGs Miami  
12:05  WAGs Miami  
13:00  E! News  
13:15  WAGs Miami  
14:10  WAGs Miami  
15:05  WAGs Miami  
16:00  E! News  
16:15  Celebrity Style Story  
16:45  Celebrity Style Story  
17:15  Mariah's World  
18:10  Mariah's World  
19:05  Mariah's World  
20:00  E! News  
21:00  Hollywood & Football  
22:00  Hollywood & Football  
23:00  Hollywood & Football  

00:00  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
00:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
01:00  Man Fire Food  
01:30  Man Fire Food  
02:00  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
02:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
03:00  Man Fire Food  
03:30  Man Fire Food  
04:00  Chopped  
05:00  Guy's Grocery Games  
06:00  Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics  

06:30  Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics  
07:00  The Kitchen  
08:00  The Pioneer Woman  
08:30  The Pioneer Woman  
09:00  Siba's Table  
09:30  Siba's Table  
10:00  Anna Olson: Bake  
10:30  Anna Olson: Bake  
11:00  The Kitchen  
12:00  The Pioneer Woman  
12:30  The Pioneer Woman  
13:00  Siba's Table  
13:30  Siba's Table  
14:00  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
14:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
15:00  Chopped  
16:00  The Kitchen  
17:00  Anna Olson: Bake  
17:30  Anna Olson: Bake  
18:00  Chopped  
19:00  Guy's Grocery Games  
20:00  Chopped  
21:00  Food Network Star  
22:00  Kitchen Casino  
23:00  Iron Chef America  

00:15  Coronation Street  
00:40  Coronation Street  
01:10  The Chase  
02:00  Emmerdale  
02:30  Coronation Street  
03:00  Coronation Street  
03:30  Couples Come Dine With Me  
04:25  Murdoch Mysteries  
05:15  Together  
05:45  Together  
06:15  Grantchester  
07:10  The Chase  
08:05  Couples Come Dine With Me  
09:00  Murdoch Mysteries  
10:00  Together  
10:30  Together  
11:00  Grantchester  
11:55  The Chase  
12:50  Couples Come Dine With Me  
13:45  Emmerdale  
14:15  Coronation Street  
14:45  Coronation Street  
15:15  The Chase  
16:10  Couples Come Dine With Me  
17:00  Doctor Thorne  
17:50  Shetland  
18:50  Love And Marriage: A 20th Century
Romance  
19:45  Emmerdale  
20:15  Coronation Street  
20:45  Coronation Street  
21:10  Couples Come Dine With Me  
22:00  Doctor Thorne  
22:50  Shetland  
23:50  Emmerdale  

00:00  Ancient Aliens  
01:00  The Universe  
02:00  Ultimate Guide To The Presidents  
03:00  Ancient Discoveries  
04:00  Brad Meltzer's Decoded  
04:50  Ancient Aliens  
05:40  Ancient Aliens  
06:30  The Universe  
07:20  Ultimate Guide To The Presidents  
08:10  The Universe  
09:00  Ancient Discoveries  
10:00  Brad Meltzer's Decoded  
11:00  Ancient Aliens  
12:00  Ancient Aliens  
13:00  The Universe  
14:00  World War II: Lost Films  
15:00  Ancient Discoveries  
16:00  Brad Meltzer's Decoded  
17:00  Ancient Aliens  
18:00  Ancient Aliens  
19:00  The Universe  
20:00  Ultimate Guide To The Presidents  
21:00  Ancient Discoveries  
22:00  Brad Meltzer's Decoded  
23:00  Ancient Aliens  

00:30  American Pickers  
01:20  Forged In Fire  
02:10  Mountain Men  
03:00  Swamp People  
03:50  Storage Wars  
04:15  American Pickers  
05:05  Pawn Stars  
06:00  Mountain Men  
07:00  Ice Road Truckers  
07:50  Shipping Wars  
08:15  Shipping Wars  
08:40  Counting Cars  
09:05  Counting Cars  
09:30  Pawn Stars  
09:55  Pawn Stars  
10:20  Storage Wars  
10:45  Storage Wars  
11:10  American Pickers  
12:00  Hunting Hitler  

12:50  Time Team  
13:40  Swamp People  
14:30  Ax Men  
15:20  Mountain Men  
16:10  Shipping Wars  
16:35  Shipping Wars  
17:00  Counting Cars  
17:25  Counting Cars  
17:50  Pawn Stars  
18:15  Pawn Stars  
18:40  Mountain Men  
19:30  Aussie Pickers  
20:20  Ax Men  
21:10  American Pickers  
22:00  Counting Cars  
22:25  Car Hunters  
22:50  Forged In Fire  
23:40  Forged In Fire  

00:20  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
00:45  The Shelbourne  
01:10  Chocolate Covered  
01:35  The Food Files  
02:00  Poh & Co  
02:25  Places We Go  
02:50  Places We Go  
03:15  Delinquent Gourmet  
03:40  Sara's Australia Unveiled  
04:05  Tom's Istanbul Delight  
04:30  David Rocco's Dolce India  
04:55  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
05:20  Carnival Eats  
05:45  Eat Street  
06:10  A Is For Apple  
06:35  Eat: The Story Of Food  
07:25  Miguel's Feasts  
07:50  Poh & Co  
08:15  Places We Go  
08:40  Places We Go  
09:05  Delinquent Gourmet  
09:30  Sara's Australia Unveiled  
09:55  Tom's Istanbul Delight  
10:20  David Rocco's Dolce India  
10:45  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
11:10  Carnival Eats  
11:35  Eat Street  
12:00  A Is For Apple  
12:25  Eat: The Story Of Food  
13:15  Miguel's Feasts  
13:40  Poh & Co  
14:05  Places We Go  
14:35  Delinquent Gourmet  
15:00  Chocolate Covered  
15:30  Food Lover's Guide To The Planet  
15:55  Sara's Australia Unveiled  
16:25  Valentine Warner's Wild Table  
17:00  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
17:25  Carnival Eats  
17:50  Eat Street  
18:15  Confucius Was A Foodie  
19:10  Chocolate Covered  
19:35  Food Lover's Guide To The Planet  
20:05  Sara's Australia Unveiled  
20:30  Valentine Warner's Wild Table  
21:00  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
21:25  Carnival Eats  
21:50  Eat Street  
22:15  Confucius Was A Foodie  
23:05  Chocolate Covered  
23:30  Food Lover's Guide To The Planet  
23:55  Poh & Co  

00:20  Access 360 World Heritage  
01:10  Monster Fish  
02:00  Wicked Tuna  
03:00  Air Crash Investigation  
03:55  Live Free Or Die  
04:50  Monster Fish  
05:45  The Great Food Revolution  
06:40  Paranatural  
07:35  Dog Whisperer  
08:30  T. Rex Ultimate Survivor  
09:25  Seconds From Disaster  
10:20  The Great Food Revolution  
11:15  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
11:40  Desperate Hours  
12:10  Mission Critical  
13:05  Rise Up: The Legacy Of Nat Turner  
14:00  Seconds From Disaster  
15:00  Jurassic C.S.I.  
16:00  Dog Whisperer  
17:00  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
17:30  Desperate Hours  
18:00  On The Brink: Unchartered Waters  
19:00  Human Inferno  
20:00  Startalk  
21:00  Cesar's Recruit: Asia  
21:25  Desperate Hours  
21:50  On The Brink: Unchartered Waters  
22:40  Human Inferno  
23:30  Startalk  

00:30  Hidden Worlds  
01:20  Big Cats: An Amazing Animal
Family  
02:10  South Africa  
03:00  Dragon Island  
03:50  Dangerous Encounters  
04:45  Dangerous Encounters  

05:40  World's Deadliest  
06:35  Dragon Island  
07:30  Dangerous Encounters  
08:25  Dangerous Encounters  
09:20  World's Deadliest  
10:15  Africa's Deadliest  
11:10  Deadly Instincts  
12:05  Man And The Wild  
13:00  I, Predator  
13:55  Anaconda: Silent Killer  
14:50  Dangerous Encounters  
15:45  Dangerous Encounters  
16:40  World's Deadliest  
17:35  Super Pride  
18:30  Deadly Instincts  
19:25  Man And The Wild  
20:20  Dangerous Encounters  
21:10  World's Deadliest  
22:00  Super Pride  
22:50  Deadly Instincts  
23:40  Man And The Wild  

00:00  Kelly & Cal  
02:00  Love Under The Stars  
03:30  The Reluctant Fundamentalist  
06:00  Posthumous  
08:00  Stranded  
10:00  Changing Hearts  
12:00  Love Under The Stars  
14:00  Memories  
16:00  Trust Me  
18:00  Changing Hearts  
20:00  The Selfish Giant  
22:00  Fading Gigolo  

01:00  Monsterville: The Cabinet Of Souls  
03:00  Marvel Super Hero Adventures:
Frost Fight  
04:30  Sky High  
06:30  The Boxtrolls  
08:30  Marvel Super Hero Adventures:
Frost Fight  
10:00  The Tigger  Movie  
12:00  Sky High  
14:00  The Land Before Time: Journey Of
The Brave  
16:00  Man Of The House  
18:00  The Parent Trap  
20:15  James And The Giant Peach  
22:00  Return To Oz  

00:30  I Saw The Light  
02:30  The Atticus Institute  
04:00  I'll See You In My Dreams  
06:00  Dad's Army  
08:00  The Angry Birds Movie  
10:00  The Hunger Games: Mockingjay
Part II  
12:15  Fathers And Daughters  
14:15  Spectre  
16:45  The 5th Wave  
18:45  Letters From Mother Teresa  
20:45  Eddie The Eagle  
22:30  The Man From U.N.C.L.E.  

01:00  A Fantastic Fear Of Everything  
03:00  Kicking And Screaming  
05:00  All About Christmas Eve  
07:00  Dirty Work  
09:00  Kicking And Screaming  
11:00  All About Christmas Eve  
13:00  Dirty Work  
15:00  Ana Maria In Novela Land  
17:00  Take Care  
19:00  Other Plans  
21:00  5 To 7  
23:00  My Man Is A Loser  

02:00  Land Of Mine  
04:00  The Village  
06:00  Eight Men Out  
08:00  Two Men In Town  
10:00  War Horse  
12:30  Escobar: Paradise Lost  
14:30  The Imitation Game  
16:30  Bridge Of Spies  
19:00  The Hurricane  
21:30  Mad Max: Fury Road  
23:30  Nightcrawler  

00:00  Ghatothkach - Master Of Magic  
02:00  Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion  
03:30  Baby Geniuses And The Space
Baby  
05:00  Harriet The Spy  
07:00  Mamma Moo And Crow  
08:30  Cher Ami  
10:15  Jetsons: The Movie  THE 5TH WAVE ON OSN MOVIES HD

TAKE CARE ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

SURVIVOR ON OSN MOVIES ACTION



Classifieds
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(02/02/2017 TO 08/02/2017)

SHARQIA-1
SPLIT                                                                                           1:00 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           3:15 PM
KAABIL- HINDI                                                                        5:30 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           8:30 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    10:45 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           12:45 AM

SHARQIA-2
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     12:15 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     2:30 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     4:45 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               7:00 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     9:15 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           11:30 PM

SHARQIA-3
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 12:30 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               2:45 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               5:00 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          7:15 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 10:15 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      12:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    1:30 PM
FRI
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          3:30 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          6:30 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    9:30 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 12:15 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               2:30 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               4:45 PM
KAABIL- HINDI                                                                        7:00 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 10:00 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    11:30 AM
SPLIT                                                                                           1:30 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     3:45 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     6:00 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     8:15 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           10:30 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           12:45 AM

FANAR-1
OZZY                                                                                           11:30 AM
THU+SAT+MON
SPLIT                                                                                           11:30 AM
SUN+TUE+WED
SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS                                          1:45 PM

OZZY                                                                                           3:45 PM
SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS                                          5:45 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           7:45 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           10:00 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           12:30 AM

FANAR-2
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        12:45 PM
RAHAF                                                                                        1:30 PM
FRI
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        3:30 PM
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        6:15 PM
RAHAF                                                                                        8:45 PM
RAHAF                                                                                        10:30 PM
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        12:15 AM

FANAR-3
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      11:30 AM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               2:45 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               5:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      7:15 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 10:30 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 12:45 AM

FANAR-4
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     11:45 AM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     2:00 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     4:15 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     6:30 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     8:45 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    11:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    1:00 AM

FANAR-5
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          12:00 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          3:00 PM
KAABIL- HINDI                                                                        6:00 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          9:00 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          12:05 AM

MARINA-1
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          12:00 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           2:45 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          5:00 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           8:00 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           10:15 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           12:30 AM

MARINA-2
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    11:30 AM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     1:30 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     3:45 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     6:00 PM
KUNG-FU YOGA                                                                     8:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    10:30 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                    12:45 AM

MARINA-3
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 12:45 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               3:00 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 5:15 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS                                                               7:30 PM
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter   
RESIDENT EVIL: The Final Chapter                                 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      12:00 PM
KAABIL- HINDI                                                                        3:15 PM
JOMONTE SUVISHESHANGAL- Malayalam              6:15 PM
NO SUN+TUE+WED
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      6:00 PM
SUN+TUE+WED
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      9:15 PM
KAABIL- HINDI                                                                        12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
MONSTER TRUCKS -3D -4DX                                           12:45 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS -3D -4DX                                           3:00 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS -3D -4DX                                           5:15 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS -3D -4DX                                           7:30 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE -3D -4DX                10:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE -3D -4DX                12:15 AM

AVENUES-3
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          11:30 AM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          2:30 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          5:30 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          8:30 PM
RAEES- HINDI                                                                          11:30 PM

360º -1
SPLIT                                                                                           11:30 AM
SPLIT                                                                                           1:45 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           4:15 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           6:45 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           9:15 PM
SPLIT                                                                                           11:45 PM

360º -2
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      1:15 PM
MOANA                                                                                     1:45 PM
FRI
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      4:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      7:45 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                      11:00 PM

360º -3
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        12:45 PM
SING                                                                                            3:30 PM
SING                                                                                            5:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                            8:00 PM
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        10:00 PM
LIVE BY NIGHT                                                                        12:45 AM

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 8/2/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
KAC 102 London 00:55
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
FDK 803 Damascus 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 635 Doha 01:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
MSC 405 Sohag 02:30
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
UAE 853 Dubai 02:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:55
FDB 069 Dubai 03:05
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
KAC 204 Lahore 07:15
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
KAC 362 Colombo 09:05
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
KAC 352 Kochi 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRC 6511 ABD 09:55
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
IRA 665 Shiraz 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:10
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
KAC 744 Dammam 12:10
JZR 561 Sohag 12:40
FDB 075 Dubai 12:50
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
KAC 614 Bahrain 13:30
KAC 564 Amman 13:40
KAC 514 Tehran 13:55
JZR 703 Taif 13:55
KNE 231 Riyadh 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 414 Bangkok 14:35
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
IRC 6521 Lamerd 14:40
KAC 542 Cairo 14:45
KAC 672 Dubai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
KAC 286 Dhaka 15:20
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50

KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
SVA 504 Madinah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
KAC 788 Jeddah 16:20
JZR 357 Mashhad 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:25
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 16:35
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
SYR 341 Damascus 17:55
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:30
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:40
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 512 Mashhad 19:20
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 778 Riyadh 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 104 London 19:50
KAC 620 Doha 19:50
KNE 381 Taif 19:55
KAC 694 Muscat 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 562 Amman 20:40
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:45
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:50
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:15
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
JZR 555 Alexandria 23:20
PIA 239 Sialkot 23:40
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
KAC 162 Geneva 23:50
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:55

Departure Flights on Wednesday 8/2/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05

JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
FDK 804 Damascus 01:55
TXC 1624 IQA 02:00

KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:25
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:55
MSC 406 Sohag 03:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
KAC 103 London 04:45
CEB 0019 Manila 05:20
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
JZR 560 Sohag 06:05
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
UAE 874 Dubai 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 645 Amman 07:05
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 541 Cairo 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
BAW 156 London 08:40
JZR 702 Taif 08:45
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
KAC 743 Dammam 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 513 Tehran 09:30
KAC 101 London 09:35
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
JZR 482 Istanbul 10:00
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:10
KAC 787 Jeddah 10:15
JZR 356 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
KAC 161 Geneva 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 10:55
IRC 6522 Lamerd 11:00
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
IRA 664 Shiraz 11:40
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 12:05
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 12:30
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
KAC 511 Mashhad 13:15
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
FDB 076 Dubai 14:05
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:30
KAC 693 Muscat 14:30

KNE 382 Taif 14:50
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KAC 561 Amman 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
IRC 6512 ABD 15:30
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
KAC 619 Doha 16:00
KAC 777 Riyadh 16:00
JZR 554 Alexandria 16:10
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
SAW 706 Damascus 16:55
SVA 505 Madinah 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
KAC 363 Colombo 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
KAC 353 BLR 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 205 Islamabad 18:25
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
SYR 342 Damascus 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:55
KAC 545 Cairo 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
DLH 634 Doha 21:35
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:50
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 203 Lahore 22:15
KAC 413 Bangkok 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
JZR 528 Asyut 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
JZR 502 Luxor 22:55
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 05:12

Shorook: 06:33

Duhr: 12:02

Asr: 15:09

Maghrib: 17:32

Isha: 18:50

CHANGE OF NAME

I Manisha Yatin Malkan,
wife of Yatin Pradyumna
Malkan, holder of
Portuguese Passport P-
311718 & Civil ID
274102006735 has
changed name to Manisha
Talacchande, hereinafter in

ACCOMMODATION

Sharing accommodation
available for a decent cou-
ple or working ladies in a
CAC flat at Jabriya block 10,
near Jabriya Indian School.
Please call 99300513.
(C 5267)
8-2-2017

Sharing accommodation for
Filipino Bachelor ONLY near
Big Jamiya Farwaniya.
Available already, Contact
66826412 or 97512782

LOST

I, Nita Kishore Bhatkar,
holder of Indian Passport
No. Z1171971 have lost my
Bachelors in Business
Administration degree cer-
tificate issued by the
Madurai Kamraj University.
If you find it please contact
66095560.
8-2-2017

It is notified for information
that my Original Grade
Sheet cum Certificate of
Performance Certificate for
the Secondary School
Examination 2013-15 (CBSE
10th) of the year 2015 and
Roll No. 8106889 issued by
CBSE has been actually lost
in Kuwait. Jenny Sara
George, C/o George K
Thomas, New Khaitan,
Kuwait. Tel. 99587315. 
(C 5264)

all my details and docu-
ments, I will be known by
name of Manisha
Talacchande. (C 5268)
8-2-2017

Devapatla Arifulla S/o
Devapatla Mahaboob Basha,
holder of Indian Passport No.
K2097549 & Civil ID No.
277123004783 has change
my name Shaik Arifulla to
hereinafter in all my dealings
and documents I will be
known by name of Shaik
Arifulla Basha. (C 5266)
6-2-2017



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017

You can illustrate a new technique or style of working today that will benefit
many people. Ideas and thoughts for gaining business opportunities will

influence many. You have a great sensitivity to the needs of others and you are in a good
position to communicate within group situations. You may not find as much congeniality
in the community this evening as you work toward an agreement that will benefit the
neighborhood. This may mean that the empty building down the street could become a
special school or elite apartments or a park. You work to bring the citizens together so as
to help in the decision making. It is good to have different opinions and you like the static
electricity in the air. Juggling your time is successful; keep up the good work.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Obstacles to self-discipline or to your sense of organization may appear
today. Someone could frustrate you in this regard. Do not take things too personally-
someone at work is having a difficult time adjusting. Perhaps you can be helpful to the sit-
uation if you stop and ask this frustrated person how you can help. You are able to com-
municate successfully with very few words. You have a lot of creativity when it comes to
ideas. This talent is useful as you put your thoughts into words and find ways to show oth-
ers your appreciation. This evening you easily lighten the mood at home. Your sense of
humor and loving ways rub off on everyone and your surroundings are beneficial to rest
and relaxation, particularly after such a very busy day.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Stay away from office gossip today; it really does not concern you and will
only hinder your growth in the workplace. In teaching, guiding or demonstrating, make
sure that you are clearly understood by taking the time to express yourself respectfully.
Ask if there are any questions, so as to clear any misunderstandings. You are able to con-
vince people of anything today, and if you are in sales, you should do quite well.
Independence, as well as anything unusual or different, is valued. You may enjoy working
a bit on a hobby or visiting with friends later this afternoon. It may seem there is never any
time to do these things and today presents a great opportunity to play. If you decide to
move onto the internet, be careful, you could stay too long.

You draw emotional nourishment and a sense of direction from your friends
and social involvement-at work as well as at home. You have an understanding for hypo-
thetical ideas and the ability to present or communicate them to others. You may find that
there is a need for change-a desire to break with outdated patterns from the past. There is
a longing for achieving a new attitude and you have a firm intent on reaching your goals.
Yes, there are energies stirring that could draw you into a new professional adventure, but
it would be good to know the pitfalls from others that have gone before you. Events may
line up in your favor and push you into a new financial status soon. There is time this
evening to chat with neighbors and relax with loved ones.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

There could be some fuzzy thinking today-ease up on yourself and when
things do not look clear, ask questions. You will find your energies returning to a better lev-
el after the noon break. You will need facts and clear information to make good decisions-
take your time with regard to business contracts or proposals. This afternoon moves along
more smoothly than the morning's business, and events seem to arrange themselves to
your advantage. You will see an improved attitude among family members in your home
this afternoon. You feel good! Self-confidence sprinkled with a bit of modesty will get you
what you want this evening. The good life and all that is fine and luxurious may be what
you desire. You enjoy the company of loved ones tonight.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Investigating, asking questions and performing research are all a part of
the process in understanding a mystery. You are intrigued by what is hidden and may find
yourself writing mystery books or working in a business that is dependent on the correct
answers you find. A time limit is only an occasional problem, so if things get too difficult or
boring you can move on to another subject, person, place or thing. As slow and fastidious
as your work may be, your playtime is on the other end of the scale. Any water sports,
dancing, rock climbing or travel brings great opportunities to express yourself and relax.
Today you will be able to tackle tasks that require real discipline or organization. Tonight
you will find yourself in a fun place.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Fatigue can build up in the workplace-make an effort to exercise at the
lunch break and you will be delighted to find that you are able to bring your energies
back to a good place. There is a great deal of satisfaction in many areas of your life and
you are grateful for your work as well as your personal life. Everything seems to be work-
ing well. Group activities and business socials can improve your work position. If a social is
not in the works just now, you might suggest a comedy or a dinnertime get-together
once a month. One option could be to invest time in a class that will help you in your
work, perhaps proofreading or creative writing. When the time presents itself, get to know
your peers. A loved one needs your attention this afternoon. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You may find yourself concentrating deeply on work projects today. This is a
good time to make plans, work on contacts and listen, without comment, to the plight of
others. Because you tend to have a great deal of energy to burn, you may want to consider
this sitting still an exercise in mind and muscle control. If it gets too difficult, you can
always discreetly flex your muscles. There is good news concerning travel and transport
today. This means that you or someone in your immediate circle could soon become the
driver of a new vehicle. Your neighbors are helpful and kind and want to include you in
their upcoming get-togethers. You will enjoy some time in socializing and if it is you with
the new vehicle, you will have an audience.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Go against what people want to get accomplished today and you will face
opposition. Timing is everything-stop, look and listen; then if the conditions

are clear, you can jump in and participate. You are more aware, alert and alive as people
depend on you to help make a project work. You enjoy working with others and your atti-
tude is positive. Being more in touch with other people gives you a sense of belonging.
Ideas and technologies that change the way people live-not just one person, but many-
are a major new focus in your life. Involvement with ideals and idealistic groups enhances
your sense of purpose and mission. This evening can be an enjoyable one with your loved
one. You could feel real support and harmony at this time.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Any frustrations you find this morning will have a short life around you. You
have insight into the possible changes or action that will eliminate whatever problems
arise. Perhaps this can be as simple as moving desks. Make your suggestions privately to a
higher-up or an authority figure. This person will take your suggestions under advisement-
you can go back to your job at hand with more ease. New ways to communicate or an
easy manner will make conversations and business exchanges go well. People value your
opinion and your ability to make practical decisions. You enjoy the interactions created in
a team or group gathering. You have a natural sense of what the public wants and clear

decisions affecting others could be made now.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

There is the danger of foggy thinking and of your being misled or getting
too carried away with some plan or idea. Since this foggy thinking is not

something you are used to, you will find ways to rise above any difficulties as soon as pos-
sible. A lot of mental pressure may exist this afternoon. You are successful at quickly ana-
lyzing a business situation. People come to you for answers. This evening you will be
involved in another sort of interaction. You are learning to share feelings and experiences
with your beloved and this is important for a successful future together. This will bring you
close and help you to assuage arguments that come when people are too independent of

each other. A deepening of a relationship takes place this evening.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Arguments, disagreements and frustrations are avoided at any cost, some-
times to your own disadvantage. Many times, it is by being uncomfortable that we seek to
better ourselves or our surroundings in one way or another. It may be time to make a firm,
determined effort to create some birthday goals for this birthday year. So many times, you
give a hundred percent to other people; now is the time for what you want as your very
own personal reality. What you do now for yourself will be your reality tomorrow. As you
think on what you would like to learn and experience in your life, think on two or three
things you can do now to begin your adventure; make plans. The universe is working in
your favor for successful results.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1515

ACROSS
1. (botany) Of or relating to the axil.
5. Covered with beads or jewels or sequins.
11. Imprudently incurring risk.
15. Roman Emperor notorious for his mon-

strous vice and fantastic luxury (was said
to have started a fire that destroyed much
of Rome in 64) but the Empire remained
prosperous during his rule (37-68).

16. Lose validity.
17. Projectiles to be fired from a gun.
18. French physicist noted for research on

magnetism (born in 1904).
19. United States newspaper publisher (1858-

1935).
20. Large terrestrial monkeys having doglike

muzzles.
22. United States dancer and cinema actor

noted for his original and graceful tap
dancing (1899-1987).

25. United States photographer remembered
for her portraits of rural workers during
the Depression (1895-1965).

26. A joint that holds two parts together so
that one can swing relative to the other.

27. The capital of Morocco.
29. Smeared with something that soils or

stains.
31. European bison having a smaller and high-

er head than the North American bison.
35. One of two pieces of armor plate hanging

from the fauld to protect the upper thighs.
36. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
38. A metric unit of length equal to one bil-

lionth of a meter.
39. (informal) Informed about the latest trends.
40. A Turkish unit of weight equal to about

2.75 pounds.
42. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac

insects.
45. A white metallic element that burns with a

brilliant light.
48. Temporary cessation or suspension.
50. A city in western Lithuania on the Baltic

Sea.
53. Having a specified kind of border or edge.
54. A landlocked federal republic in central

Europe.
55. A shop where a variety of goods are sold.
58. Long pinkish sour leafstalks usually eaten

cooked and sweetened.
60. The Mongol people living the the central

and eastern parts of Outer Mongolia.
64. A linear unit (1/6 inch) used in printing.
66. A woman of refinement.
68. A branch of the Tai languages.
69. Covered with paving material.
72. United States impresario who was born in

Russia (1888-1974).
74. A master's degree in business.
75. The seat within a bishop's diocese where

his cathedral is located adv.
76. A dicotyledonous genus of the family

Labiatae.
78. Tag the base runner to get him out.
79. Common black-and-gray Eurasian bird not-

ed for thievery.
80. Hard dry sharp-flavored Italian cheese.
81. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. A former copper coin of Pakistan.
2. The sediment from fermentation of an alco-

holic beverage.
3. Any of several bog orchids of the genus

Arethusa having 1 or 2 showy flowers.
4. (trademark) An antacid.
5. Christian martyr.
6. Go beyond.
7. The ratio of the distance traveled (in miles)

to the time spent traveling (in hours).
8. (prefix) Bad or erroneous or lack of.
9. A trivalent metallic element of the rare earth

group.
10. A young woman making her debut into

society.
11. A wired or starched collar of intricate lace.
12. A primeval personification of air and

breath.
13. Air pollution by a mixture of smoke and

fog.
14. A whetstone made of fine gritstone.
21. Fear resulting from the awareness of dan-

ger.
23. English prelate noted for his pessimistic

sermons and articles (1860-1954).
24. The cry made by sheep.
28. A sudden unexpected piece of good for-

tune.
30. A mountain in the Himalayas in Nepal

(27,790 feet high).
32. The longest river of Asia.
33. (used to introduce a logical conclusion)

From that fact or reason or as a result.
34. Distance travelled per unit time.
37. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part

of an organism.
41. A person of unquestioning obedience.
43. The blood group whose red cells carry

both the A and B antigens.
44. A state in southeastern India on the Bay of

Bengal (south of Andhra Pradesh).
46. East Indian tree whose leaves are used for

fodder.
47. (Akkadian) Father of the gods and consort

of Tiamat.
49. Not only so, but.
51. The crew of an aircraft.
52. The first of the Old Testament patriarchs

and the father of Isaac.
56. Advance evidence for.
57. Remote city of Kazakhstan that (ostensibly

for security reasons) was made the capital
in 1998.

59. Before noon.
61. A genus of Lamnidae.
62. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a

skewer usually with vegetables.
63. Jordan's port.
65. The United Nations agency concerned with

atomic energy.
67. (Greek mythology) Greek god of war.
70. Of southern Europe.
71. An accountant certified by the state.
73. Range of what one can know or under-

stand.
77. A period of time equal to 1/24th of a day.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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US superstar Madonna adopted two four-year-old
twin girls from Malawi yesterday, a court official in
Lilongwe told AFP, adding to two other children she

previously adopted from the country. Just two weeks ago,
the singer denied that she was involved in any adoption
application in Malawi after news of her court case first
emerged. "I can confirm that Madonna has been granted
an adoption order for two children," judicial spokesman
Mlenga Mvula told AFP, adding they were twins called
Esther and Stella. Madonna, who set up a charity called
Raising Malawi in the southern African nation in 2006,
adopted Malawian children David Banda in 2006 and
Mercy James in 2009.

Her publicist was not immediately available for com-
ment yesterday following the court ruling. On January 24,
the singer had appeared before Justice Fiona Mwale,
accompanied by two unidentified children and several oth-
er people, before being driven away in an SUV vehicle.
Later that day Madonna told US magazine People in a
statement that "the rumors of an adoption process are
untrue."

Rocky relations 
Madonna's charity is funding a surgical unit for children

at the Queen Elizabeth hospital in Blantyre, the commercial
hub of Malawi. The 58-year-old singer-who has previously
been embroiled in controversy in Malawi-last visited the
hospital in July, taking her two adopted Malawian children
with her. The star was stripped of VIP status by former pres-
ident Joyce Banda's government in 2013 and accused of
being "uncouth" and wanting eternal gratitude from the
country for her adoptions.

But Banda was ousted in 2014 elections and the new
president, Peter Mutharika, moved to repair relations, say-
ing "my government has always been grateful for the pas-

sion Madonna has for this country". Last July, Madonna said
she would not revive plans for a $15 million (14 million
euro) academy for girls in Malawi, which was cancelled
amid allegations of mismanagement-leading to her tiff
with Banda.

The singer, who divorced film director Guy Ritchie in
2008, now has six children. Last month, she made an unan-
nounced appearance in Washington at a rally protesting
against US President Donald Trump a day after his inaugu-
ration. Madonna had campaigned for Hillary Clinton to

become America's first woman president, and told
Billboard Magazine after the result that women had a "trib-
al inability" to accept a female president. — AFP

Madonna adopts twin girls from Malawi 

Sting, Wayne Shorter

win 2017 Sweden's
Polar Music Prize

British rock star Sting and American jazz saxophonist Wayne
Shorter were yesterday awarded the 2017 Swedish Polar
Music Prize for their innovative contributions to music. The

prestigious award was founded in 1989 by Swedish pop group
ABBA's late manager and lyricist, Stig Andersson.  Previous win-
ners include artists ranging from rock and pop to classical cate-
gories such as Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, Stevie Wonder, Bjork,
Ennio Morricone and Yo-Yo Ma.  The prize honors two laureates
every year to "celebrate music in all its various forms" and "to
break down musical boundaries by bringing together people
from all the different worlds of music."

"I still maintain a childlike curiosity about music, along with a
sense that I constantly need to work at it. So to be recognized in
this way is truly meaningful," 65-year-old Sting said in a statement
released by the committee. The jury described Sting as "a true citi-
zen of the world".  "As a composer, Sting has combined classical
pop with virtuoso musicianship and an openness to all genres
and sounds from around the world," it said.  The singer of "Shape
of My Heart" and "Fields of Gold" is known for promoting human
rights through his music. In November, he performed at the
reopening of the Paris concert hall where jihadists massacred 90
people the year before. Sting won international recognition as a
member of the rock group The Police, which released its hit song
"Roxanne" in 1979 and "Don't Stand So Close To Me" the following
year. Shorter, who describes his work as "drilling for wisdom", is a
saxophonist who has worked with Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers,
Miles Davis's Second Great Quintet and Weather Report. —AFP

Sting

An Indian court has ordered filmmakers
to cut four scenes from a forthcoming
Bollywood movie after ruling that they

show lawyers in a bad light, media reports
said yesterday. India's Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) had cleared comedy-dra-
ma "Jolly LLB 2", which stars Akshay Kumar, for
release but the Bombay High Court inter-
vened, the Press Trust of India reported.  The
case is an unusual twist on censorship in the
country, where courts have instructed India's
censorship board to reinstate scenes that it
has deleted-not the other way round.    "We
had no objection with the film and gave it a
certificate. It's a movie for entertainment and
is fiction," CBFC chairman Pahlaj Nihalani told
AFP, adding that he was waiting to receive the
court's order.

"Jolly LLB 2" tells the story of an awkward
lawyer played by Kumar, who takes on a high-
profile case in a satirical look at India's legal
system.   Advocate Ajay Kumar Waghmare
filed a petition claiming that certain shots
mocked lawyers and disrespected India's judi-
cial system. He called for them to be cut and
for "LLB" (a legal degree) to be dropped from
the movie's title. The Press Trust of India
reported late on Monday that Mumbai's top

court had agreed with the petition and ruled
that the film, due for release on Friday, could
only be screened if four cuts were made.

Newspapers said these included one
showing a scared judge hiding behind a chair
and another in which Kumar's character is
seen jumping on a dais as he instructs his
client to throw a shoe at the judge. The movie
also apparently shows lawyers playing cards
and dancing in court, according to The Hindu
newspaper.  The Bombay High Court's stance
is a far cry from its ruling of June last year
when it overturned 12 cuts that the CBFC had
made to "Udta Punjab", a film depicting drug
addiction. It told the film board not to be
"over-sensitive".

India's censors have a long history of bar-
ring movies and cutting scenes, including
those deemed too racy or capable of causing
religious offence, and filmmakers accuse
them of intolerance. In 2015 the CBFC
blocked the release of a toned-down version
of "Fifty Shades of Grey" and deemed two
James Bond kissing scenes unsuitable for an
Indian audience. — AFP

Indian judges cut Bollywood

scenes poking fun at lawyers

Pakistan has banned cinemas nationwide
from screening an Indian blockbuster
movie starring a famous Pakistani

actress, a censor official said yesterday, the lat-
est media clampdown after last year's spike in
tension between the nuclear-armed neigh-
bors. The movie "Raees" has been highly antici-
pated in Pakistan, a nation of 190 million peo-
ple where Bollywood's elaborate song-and-
dance sequences are wildly popular, as it
marks the debut of actress Mahira Khan along-
side Indian superstar Shah Rukh Khan.

"Yes, the censor certificate has not been
issued to the film 'Raees' for having inappropri-
ate content," Mubashir Husain, the chairman of
Pakistan's panel of film censors, told Reuters.
Asked why the film was banned, Hussain
declined to elaborate, referring instead to
newspaper reports. Pakistan's English-lan-
guage daily, Dawn, reported that the film's
"content undermines Islam, and a specific reli-
gious sect, (while also) portraying Muslims as
criminals, wanted persons and terrorists".

Despite being bitter foes, Pakistan and
India have deep cultural similarities dating
back to before their separation at the end of
British colonial rule in 1947. Tension spiked
after Indian security forces launched a crack-
down on protests in Indian-controlled Kashmir
last July, following the killing of a young
Muslim separatist leader by security forces.
Relations worsened in September, when mili-
tants attacked an army base in Indian-con-
trolled Kashmir and killed 18 soldiers, a raid
India blamed on Pakistan.

Islamabad denied involvement, but the
diplomatic fallout and New Delhi's efforts to
isolate Pakistan internationally prompted calls
in India for a ban on Pakistani actors and
actresses in the country's giant Bollywood film
industry. Pakistani cinemas stopped screening
Indian films for 11 weeks from last September,
and government curbs still prevent cable
providers from broadcasting Indian television
channels. — Reuters

This file photo taken on April 2, 2013 shows US Pop Star Madonna (second left) sitting
with her biological and adopted children (from left to right) David Banda, Lourdes, Mercy
James, and Rocco at Mkoko Primary School, one of the schools Madonna's Raising Malawi
organization has built jointly with US organization BuildOn, during a visit in the region of
Kasungu, central Malawi. — AFP photos

This file photo taken on November 30, 2014 shows US pop superstar Madonna sitting
among Malawian children during a visit to the Mkoko Primary School, one of the schools
Madonna’s Raising Malawi organization has built jointly with US organization BuildOn in
the Kasungu District, Central Malawi.

Pakistan bans hit Bollywood 
film starring  Pakistani actress

Indian Bollywood actors Shah Rukh Khan (left), Sunny Leone (center) and Nawazuddin
Siddiqui pose for a photograph during a promotional event for the Hindi film “Raees” in
Mumbai. — AFP photos

The divisive political climate in America hung over the
Oscar nominees luncheon on Monday as Academy
Awards president Cheryl Boone Isaacs opened the gath-

ering with a call for tolerance and freedom of expression.
"Today we celebrate you, your work and your achievement,
but each and every one of us knows that there are some emp-
ty chairs in this room, which has made Academy artists
activists," Isaacs told some 160 Oscar nominees attending the
annual affair in Beverly Hills.

She was referring to artists expected to miss this year's
Academy Awards as a result of President Donald Trump's con-
troversial executive order temporarily banning citizens of seven

Muslim-majority countries from entering the United States. A
federal court has suspended the decree, for now. "There is a
struggle today over artistic freedom that feels more urgent than
at any time since the 1950s," Isaacs said to loud applause. "We
stand up in support of artists around the world, we stand up to
those who would try and limit our freedom of expression and
we stand up for this fundamental principle: That all creative
artists around the world are connected by that unbreakable
bond and more powerful than nationality and politics.

"And just as our work does not stop at borders, borders can-
not be allowed to stop any of us." Among artists affected by
Trump's travel ban are Oscar-winning Iranian director Ashghar

Farhadi, nominated for best foreign language film for "The
Salesman." Also set to miss the upcoming Oscars ceremony later
this month are the subjects of "The White Helmets," a documen-
tary about the volunteers who rescue victims in war-torn Syria.

Among the stars mingling at the casual affair on Monday
were Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone, whose romantic musical
"La La Land" is expected to sweep the board at the Oscars after
waltzing off with top honors at the Golden Globes as well as the
Producers Guild and the Directors Guild awards. French actress
Isabelle Huppert, nominated for best actress for rape-revenge
thriller "Elle," received raucous applause as she stepped up for a
class photo with fellow nominees, as did Viggo Mortensen,

nominated for best actor for "Captain Fantastic" and Viola Davis,
nominated for best supporting actress for "Fences."

Show producers Michael De Luca and Jennifer Todd urged
the nominees to keep their speeches short and concise should
they take home a golden statuette on awards night. They pre-
sented a short film starring Kate McKinnon as 1930s fictional
film star Gloria Concave offering hilarious tips on the dos and
don'ts on the big night. The 89th Academy Awards will be held
on February 26 in Los Angeles. — AFP

'Art has no borders, no color, no creed': Oscars president

Actor/filmmaker Denzel
Washington arrives for the 89th
Annual Academy Awards
Nominee Luncheon.

Actress Emma Stone attends the
89th Annual Academy Awards
Nominee Luncheon at The
Beverly Hilton Hotel.

AMPAS President Cheryl Boone Isaacs (left)
and AMPAS CEO Dawn Hudson attend the
89th Annual Academy Awards Nominee
Luncheon at The Beverly Hilton Hotel in
Beverly Hills, California. — AFP photos 

Actor Jeff Bridges and Susan Bridges arrive
for the 89th Annual Academy Awards
Nominee Luncheon.

(Rear from left to right) Documentary filmmaker Dan Krauss, actor Ryan
Gosling, Lyricists Benj Pasek and (front, left to right) Guy Hendrix Dyas,
actress Nicole Kidman, actor Dev Patel and Director Mel Gibson attend
the 89th Annual Academy Awards Nominee Luncheon.
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Revel in the bawdy French Quarter or catch a parade?
Which parade? Do you plan to wear a costume on
the big day? Politically themed? Historic? Risque? All

of the above?
New Orleans is entering the height of its annual pre-

Lenten Carnival season, culminating on Mardi Gras, or Fat
Tuesday, which falls on Feb 28 this year. Travelers to the city
face an abundance of choices on how, when and where to
take it all in.

Among the things to do:

Watch a parade
This isn't as simple as it sounds. Deciding where, when

and how to catch any of the dozens of New Orleans area
parades - and which ones to watch - involves planning.
New Orleans' major parades, the ones with marching
bands and masked riders who throw beads and other trin-
kets from elaborate floats, begin this year on Feb 17. Most
follow a route along historic St Charles Avenue onto Canal
Street, the broad downtown boulevard at the edge of the
French Quarter - although the giant floats of Endymion,
the celebrity-studded procession set for Feb 25, lumber
through the Mid-City neighborhood.

You can join the throngs on the route. They show up
with lawn chairs, ice chests, trays of barbecue, buckets of
fried chicken and step ladders with little seats bolted to the
top to give the kids a better vantage point.

You can pay big bucks at one of the fine-dining restau-

rants that erect bleachers out front so you can catch the pro-
cessions while sipping your Sazerac cocktail. Often over-
looked are smaller processions. For instance, Krewe du
Vieux's satirical and raunchy parade with smaller, hand-
drawn floats rolls through the French Quarter and neighbor-
ing areas on Feb 11. A week later, sci-fi, fantasy and horror
fans don costumes evoking any of a variety of pop culture
icons from Ewoks to zombies for the Intergalactic Krewe of
Chewbacchus stroll through the Marigny neighborhood.

Be in a parade
Getting a spot in a Carnival parade is the ultimate par-

ticipatory Mardi Gras experience. Some of the old-line
parade "krewes" are famous for their exclusivity (some so
exclusive that they stopped parading years ago rather
than comply with a city non-discrimination ordinance).
But others are open to anyone who can afford it ,
although spots are limited and sometimes have to be
reserved well in advance.

Costs including membership fees, costumes and
"throws" (beads, little stuffed toys, etc) can be hefty for the
major parades. Some travel agency and hotel packages
include a four-night stay with a spot in Harry Connick Jr's
Feb 27 Krewe of Orpheus parade for more than $4,000. On
the other end of the cost scale are the walking clubs, like
Chewbacchus, which has annual dues of $42.

See the costumes
Mardi Gras is a day-long costume party in the French

Quarter and along the parade routes. Sometimes the cos-
tumes are simple: multi-colored wigs, glittery masks, over-
sized hats. Sometimes they are elaborate: shimmering
bodysuits with huge feather headdresses fanning out from
the wearers' heads and shoulders like peacock tails. Some
of the most intricate, elaborate and, sometimes, outra-
geous are on display at the annual Bourbon Street awards
at the intersection of Bourbon and St Ann, where prize cat-
egories include best drag and best leather.

Wear a costume
Feathered masks, funny hats and boas are available at

souvenir shops in the Quarter and from vendors who
wheel their goods up and down the main parade route.
Many visitors fashion their own, sometimes topical get-
ups. Coveralls splotched with black were among the 2011
costumes lampooning BP after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill.

Some go for professionally made store-bought or rent-
ed regalia. "Business really starts picking up two weeks
before Mardi Gras," says Dennis Villadeleon, a costume
designer at New Orleans' Southern Costume Company,
which rents and sells costumes. "It's hard," he said when
asked if he's noticed any trends or themes in any given
year. "Some years, the guys really want to be pirates. There
seems to be a pirate contingent here in New Orleans."

Behave yourself
Yes, it's often touted as the world's biggest free party

and it takes place in a city famous for all-night bars in the
streets. But there are limits. More than 170 state troopers
are coming to supplement the nearly 1,200-member police
force. And arrests are made: 334 arrests were reported last
year in the 10 days leading up to Mardi Gras along the
parade route and in the police district that encompasses
the French Quarter. — AP

A maid from the royal court of Endymion throws beads as the Krewe of Endymion Mardi
Gras parade rolls through New Orleans. — A P photos

Revelers play brass band music as they begin the march of the Society of Saint Anne Mardi Gras parade, on Mardi Gras in New Orleans.

Revelers play brass band music as they begin the march of the Society of Saint Anne
Mardi Gras parade, on Mardi Gras in New Orleans.

A guide to celebrating Mardi Gras in New Orleans 

File photo shows  crowds of revelers are seen on Bourbon
Street from the balcony of the Royal Sonesta Hotel during
Mardi Gras in New Orleans.

File photo shows  a man dressed as a cowboy holding a
horse head, sits on a trash can next to two men in pink
dresses sending text messages during Mardi Gras in the
French Quarter of New Orleans.

File photo shows  a trojan horse float makes its way
through the crowd as revelers gather for the start of the
Society of Saint Anne walking parade in the Bywater sec-
tion of New Orleans.

File photo shows Grammy Award winning recording artist Irma Thomas, known as the "soul Queen of New Orleans," per-
forms on the front porch of a home on Orleans Ave, as crowds wait for the Krewe of Endymion Mardi Gras parade to pass
in New Orleans. 

File photo, Rex, the King of
Carnival rides in the Krewe
of Rex as he arrives at
Canal St on Mardi Gras day
in New Orleans.

In this file photo, revelers
participate in the Society
of Saint Anne parade on
Mardi Gras day in the
Marigny section of New
Orleans.

Parade-goers vie for beads
and trinkets as the Krewe
of Endymion Mardi Gras
parade rolls through New
Orleans.
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Clowns leave after the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service.

Dressed in bright colors and wear-
ing shiny red noses, dozens of
clowns gathered in London on

Sunday to celebrate the life of the art
form's founding father. Bold make-up,
bowler hats and oversized bow ties were
on show at All Saints church in east
London, as entertainers gathered for an
annual memorial service for Joseph
Grimaldi who died in 1837. Men, women
and children-including a baby in full
clown attire-squeezed into church pews
to sing hymns and read a prayer dedicat-
ed to the profession. 

The service was first held in 1946 at
the now-demolished St James' church,
Pentonville, in London's northern bor-
ough of Islington where Grimaldi is
buried. He is credited with creating mod-
ern clowning, with famous songs such as

"Hot Codlins" which describes an old
lady who sold roast apples and "drank
too much gin" according to Islington
council. "(Grimaldi) revolutionized pan-
tomime stories, introducing fairy tales,
nursery rhymes and the pantomime
dame, as well as the tradition of audi-
ence participation," the local authority
said online.

He has also won praise from London's
Victoria and Albert Museum, which
boasts a theatre and performance sec-
tion among its collections. "Grimaldi's
physical comedy was extraordinary, as
was his ability to invent visual tricks and
buffoonery... no one achieved the same
legendary status as Grimaldi," the muse-
um wrote online. — AFP

Clowns celebrate the art form's
founding father in London

Clowns pose ahead of the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service at the All Saints church in east London. — AFP photos Clowns joke ahead of the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service at the All Saints church in east London.

A clown waves to colleagues ahead of the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service.

Clowns walk together ahead of the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service. Clowns walk together ahead of the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service. A clown tries to climb over a bench ahead of the annual Grimaldi Memorial
Service.

Clowns attend the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service.

Clowns attend the annual Grimaldi Memorial Service.

A clown performs
ahead of the
annual Grimaldi
Memorial
Service.

Clowns attend
the annual
Grimaldi
Memorial
Service.
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Two Van Gogh masterpieces stolen in Amsterdam in
2002 and recovered last year in Italy will be on show in
Naples from Tuesday until February 26. The brief exhi-

bition at the Capodimonte museum has been organized as a
thank you to the southern city for the local police's role in
tracking down the two small but hugely valuable and histori-
cally significant oil paintings. The works had gone unheard of
from the time they were stolen in a daring raid on the Van
Gogh Museum until they turned up last year at the house of
a notorious mafia boss.

The 1882 "Seascape at Scheveningen" and the 1884/5
"Congregation leaving the Reformed Church at Nuenen" were
among the Dutch master's first oil paintings and, as such, are
of enormous interest to art historians. How exactly the paint-
ings ended up in Italy remains a mystery. They were found in
September during a raid on a property belonging to fugitive
mobster Raffaele Imperiale, at Castellammare di Stabia, south-
east of Naples. The area is a notorious hotspot for the nefari-
ous activities of the Neapolitan mafia, the Camorra.

The paintings were stolen in December 2002 with the
thieves using a rope to get in and out of the heavily fortified
building after getting on to the roof by ladder. Giorgio Toschi,
a general with Italy's financial and customs police, said the
theft had ranked on the FBI's top ten of art crimes. "More than
ever we are seeing art works being used by criminals either as
safe haven investments or as a way of making payments or
guaranteeing deals between organized criminal groups," he
said at the unveiling of the two paintings on Monday. — AFP

Stolen Van Goghs on show in Naples

Two men close the glass case where the two recently recovered stolen paintings by late Dutch artist
Vincent Van Gogh entitled ‘Congregation Leaving the Reformed Church in Nuenen’ and  ‘The Beach.’

A specialist takes the temperature of ‘Congregation Leaving the
Reformed Church in Nuenen’ by late Dutch artist Vincent Van Gogh.

A specialist takes the temperature of ‘The Beach At Scheveningen During
A Storm’ by late Dutch artist Vincent Van Gogh, which is one of the two
recently recovered paintings that are displayed at the Capodimonte
Museum in Naples on February 6, 2017 for an exhibition before their
return at the Van Gogh Museum. — AFP photos

The police didn't ask for bribes. The roads were
safe and fast. The food was particular, yet
delicious. A road trip across southeast Mexico

offered the perfect antidote to winter: sun, beach-
es, yummy food, great drinks and amazing sights,
from a colonial old town to ancient Mayan struc-
tures. Best of all, the longest stretch of driving was
just five hours from Playa del Carmen on the
Caribbean to Campeche on Mexico's Gulf Coast.

The roughly 1,000-mile loop also traversed three
remarkably different states. Quintana Roo, home to
resort-laden Cancun and Playa del Carmen, has
more of an American feel than most places in
Mexico. Campeche's laidback and colorful atmos-
phere is a nice contrast to Yucatan's earthy cuisine
and cultural significance.

Car rental rates are low (though locally obtained
insurance, which is essential, will up the cost).
Major highways in the region are split into free-
ways and toll roads, cuotas. The tolls are relatively
inexpensive and the cuotas are often empty. At
times you can travel almost alone for miles. With
$250 round-trip flights from the U.S. and the
Mexican peso worth half what it was five years ago
against the dollar, there's no better time to visit.

History and iguanas
The trip started at Petit Lafitte , a small locally-

owned resort situated just far enough outside of
Playa del Carmen to avoid its boozy vibe. The resort
has drawn a faithful clientele of Americans for
decades. Returning guests greet staff with hugs
and everyone is on first-name basis.

After a week of lazy beach days and ceviche
feasts, the road beckoned. First stop, Campeche's
capital city, also called Campeche, which has a
small town feel and a colorful grid of streets. The
old town, which dates to the mid-17th century, is
surrounded by a hexagonal wall with seven intact
bulwarks, each unique in design and significance.
Right outside the Puerta del Mar bulwark is a long,
beautiful seaside walkway where joggers, strollers
and tourists congregate.

An hour from Campeche lies the pristine Mayan
site of Edzna, which dates to the seventh century
B.C. Perfectly manicured lawns separate the Mayan
structures, the most impressive of which is the 120-
foot Edificio de los Cincos Pisos (which means
building of five floors). Kids will love running
around spotting iguanas. Driving from Campeche
to Yucatan's capital, Merida, consider a stop at the
beautiful Hacienda Santa Rosa, a luxury Starwood
property where rooms start at $300 or so a night.
The restaurant serves delicious Yucatan fare at rea-
sonable prices in a serene atmosphere. The spa was
once a small church.

Merida, flamingos and uxmal
Merida is everything Campeche isn't. It's big,

busy, noisy and dusty. But this cultural hub has
many interesting sights to lure tourists and,
increasingly, American and Canadian retirees. The
town's cathedral is an austere and intimidating
structure whose once-ornate decorations were
stripped away by secular Mexicans during the revo-
lution. Churches dot the town's historic center.
Caleche (horse-drawn carriage) rides through the
old town are an entertaining way to spend an hour.
Open bus tours visit Merida's modern neighbor-

hoods, which have some stunning mansions, espe-
cially along Paseo de Montejo. The local Starbucks
looks like something from a belle epoque flick.
Merida is also a good jumping-off point for the
trip's most stunning sites: the biosphere reserve at
Celestun, and Uxmal, a Mayan mecca.

Celestun will draw shrieks of wonderment from
even the most bored teenager with its year-round
colony of thousands of pink flamingos. Small
motorboats take you 100 yards or so from the col-
orful flocks, which look like a haze of pink from far
away. You won't need binoculars to watch them
gracefully fly, then land on water.

The sprawling Uxmal complex boasts many
unique structures including the Governor's Palace,
the Nuns' Quadrangle (take note of the intact col-
orful decorations on its walls), and the amazing
Pyramid of the Magician, with curved outlines
unique among Mayan pyramids. Uxmal provides a
solid impression of what Mayan life was like with-
out the crowds of the more-touristy Chichen Itza.

Food
If beaches, colonial cities and Mayan sites aren't

enticing enough, the region's cuisine will do the
trick. Mexican ceviche (different from Peruvian - no
potatoes or corn, just seafood) and fresh fish
cooked in garlic and chili sauce are amazing. The
region's ubiquitous main dish, cochinita pibil, is
pork marinated in citrus and spices, then wrapped
in banana leaves and slow-roasted for a unique,
delicate yet earthy flavor. Relleno negro is another

specialty of turkey stuffed with chopped pork,
cooked in a rich dark sauce. In Merida, evening
food carts sell hot crepes filled with Nutella or
cheese for about a dollar. For breakfast, feast on
huevos motulenos (fried eggs topped with beans,
peas, ham, cheese and chili on a tortilla).

Best meals: La Pigua, an upscale fish restaurant
outside the walls of Campeche, and Portico del
Peregrino in Merida, with distinctive mole dishes.
Mexican chocolate is all the rage in hipster joints
across America. Merida and Campeche offer a
chance to try the real thing (Chocolateria de la
Mora in Campeche is amazing). Opt for less milk
and less sugar to truly savor the chocolate.

If you go...
Getting there: You can fly into Merida but

cheapest fares from the US are to Cancun.
Zika: Mexico is in the zone for Zika-carrying

mosquitoes. Mosquitoes are more prevalent at
inland Maya sites than beaches. Consider buying
mosquito-repelling plastic bracelets to take with
you. — AP

Spring break alternative: A road trip in southeast Mexico 

Photo shows colorful houses in Campeche’s charming old town where 17th
century architecture mixes with a vibrant restaurant and nightlife scene.

Pink flamingos are seen in the waters of the Celestun biosphere park near
Yucatan, where small boats can take tourists to about a hundred yards away
from the colorful birds.

Photo shows Edzna,
a gem of a Mayan
site an hour away

from Campeche. 
— AP photos

Ancient Mayan gods which
dot the reliefs at Uxmal, a
mecca for tourists looking
to learn more about the
Mayan way of life.

Photo shows a beach north of Playa del Carmen in Mexico, which stretches for
miles.
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Madonna adopts 
twin girls from Malawi

People watch as workers inflate a near-10 meter high giant spider by Singaporean artist Jackson Tan in Singapore's Marina Bay financial district. The spider is one of several inflatable creatures that will form the Art-Zoo, a section created by
Singaporean artist Jackson Tan for the iLight Marina Bay annual light-art festival in the city-state. — AFP

Amadeo Garcia has no one left to talk
to in his mother tongue, Taushiro.
Neither does Pablo Andrade, the last

living speaker of Resigaro. The two indige-
nous languages are among 17 that are criti-
cally endangered in Peru, where modern
life's advance into the isolated Amazon
basin region has wiped out many native
peoples' way of life, and their languages
along with it. Garcia, 67, is the last living
Taushiro, an indigenous group native to
northern Peru that was decimated by
malaria, conflicts with rubber tappers and
toxic oil spills in its rivers. Andrade, 65, has
likewise watched his people and their lan-
guage fade away.

He lived until recently with his sister,
Rosa, the other surviving speaker of
Resigaro. But she was mysteriously mur-
dered last month, leaving him with no one
to talk to in their dying Amazonian lan-
guage. There were 37 Resigaro speakers left
a decade ago. But the others have all mar-
ried into a larger ethnic group, the Ocaina,
and given up speaking their mother
tongue, said anthropologist Alberto Chirif.
Peru, the cradle of the ancient Incan empire,
is battling to protect its wealth of indige-
nous languages from being overpowered
by Spanish, the dominant language since
colonial times.

The government produces a daily TV
news program in Quechua for the 3.4 mil-
lion Peruvians who speak it, according to
culture ministry figures. Another is in the
works in Aymara, which has nearly half a
million speakers. Both languages have
many dialects. Yet in this country of 30 mil-
lion rising from coastal desert to towering
Andes and tropical Amazon basin lowlands
beyond-not all have the same demographic
heft as the Andean big two. "There are four
endangered indigenous languages and
another 17 that are critically endangered,
which is about half the country's indige-
nous languages," said Elena Burga, head of
the government's Intercultural, Bilingual
and Rural Education Department.

No fewer than 37 indigenous lan-
guages have already disappeared, accord-
ing to official statistics. Burga said the cul-
tural weight of Spanish-the primary lan-
guage of government, education and TV-
crushes indigenous languages, making

children less likely to learn them. The prob-
lem has been exacerbated by the threats
facing indigenous groups, who have been
forced from their land by farming, oil
drilling, illegal mining and logging, and
drug cartels. "Disease can also decimate an
isolated population and drastically reduce
its numbers," Burga told AFP.

More than words 
Some 2,500 languages worldwide face

extinction, UNESCO warned in 2009. Each
one represents a treasure trove of words,
poems, jokes, proverbs and legends, it said.
The problem is particularly acute in Peru,
where the challenging environments of the
Amazon rainforest and Andes mountains
harbor dozens of fragile indigenous com-
munities. According to National
Geographic, the region is one of five
hotspots with the greatest number of
endangered languages in the world, along
with northern  Australia, the northwest
Pacific plateau in North America, and east-
ern and central Siberia.

Taushiro and Resigaro are particularly
threatened, with just one speaker each.  But
they are not alone. There are just three
speakers of Muniche, four speakers of
Inapari and 11 speakers of Cauqui, for
example. In the case of Taushiro, the culture
ministry has launched a project to create an
audiovisual register of expressions and an
audio dictionary. The Yanesha people, in the
central province of Oxapampa, have for
their part opened a series of bilingual
schools with the help of US anthropologist
and linguist Richard Chase Smith.

One of the schools' missions is to adapt
the Yanesha alphabet to modern technolo-
gies, in hopes of carving out a space online.
"I lived nearly 15 years in this community
and managed to collect recordings of their
traditional oral histories, a cornerstone of
their identity," said Smith. "I have recordings
of 18 epic narratives... that the Yanesha peo-
ple themselves now listen to at workshops."
Forty of Peru's 47 indigenous languages
have bilingual schools-"even if only a small
one," says Burga-thanks to a government
project to ensure their survival.—AFP

ASyrian-born artist was yesterday to open
an eye-catching installation in Germany
— three passenger buses placed vertical-

ly like sniper barricades — but the artwork has
drawn fierce criticism from far-right groups.
Dubbed "Monument", the mega-sculpture in the
eastern city of Dresden aims to evoke the barri-
cades set up in the war-torn eastern city of
Aleppo and the suffering of the people of Syria,
the birthplace of artist Manaf Halbouni. The art-
work symbolizes "peace, freedom and humani-
ty," the 32-year-old, who is also a German citizen,
told national news agency DPA. 

"There is no other political message. It's a
peace memorial, a modern Statue of Liberty."
Using two mobile cranes, it was set up ahead of
next Monday's annual memorial day that recalls

the World War II bombardment of the Baroque
city that killed some 25,000 people on February
13-14, 1945. While many mark the anniversary
by remembering the suffering the Nazi regime
inflicted on the world, far-right revisionists have
used the day to paint Germany as the victim of
foreign aggression.

Dresden-based Halbouni said "Monument"-
erected outside the rebuilt Frauenkirche church,
itself a symbol of rebirth from war-is meant to
instill hope, both in Dresden and Aleppo, and
signify that "life goes on, despite all the destruc-
tion". As the installation was set up on Monday,
city mayor Dirk Hilbert Hilbert hailed Halbouni's
artistic statement as "important for the city".

But Dresden's far-right Pegida movement-
short for Patriotic Europeans against the

Islamization of the Occident-dubbed the project
"idiotic". Anonymous criticism posted online has
been far harsher, and police have investigated
death threats against supporters of the project,
including the mayor who has been assigned
police guards. And the rightwing anti-immigra-
tion Alternative for Germany (AfD) party
denounced it as political propaganda and an
"abuse of artistic freedom" geared to "provoke"
Pegida followers. Local AfD activist Karin Wilke
demanded that the Frauenkirche be spared from
"being overshadowed by scrap metal" in a post-
modern art installation that she branded "an
assault on our identity". — AFP

This file photo shows a young boy walking past a
makeshift barricade made of wreckages of buses to
obstruct the view of regime snipers and to keep people
safe in the rebel-held side of the northern Syrian city of
Aleppo. — AFP photos

This picture shows three
buses pulled into a vertical
position, a sculpture titled

"Monument" by Syrian
artist Manaf Halbouni in

front of the Chruch of Our
Lady in Dresden.

Demonstrators hold up posters reading "hypocrisy" as they protest against an installation made of buses titled "Monument" by Syrian-born artist
Manaf Halbouni erected at the Neumarkt square close to the Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady) in Dresden, eastern Germany, yesterday.

Artist's Syria bus memorial
irks Germany's far right

Peru in fight to save its

endangered languages

Amazonian children take part in activities designed to practice their native lan-
guage in an effort to assure the continuity of their cultural heritage in Tingo Maria,
Peru. — AFP
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