
JERUSALEM: Israel faced mounting inter-
national criticism yesterday over a new
law allowing the appropriation of private
Palestinian land for Jewish settler out-
posts, but the United States remained
notably silent. The United Nations,
Britain, France and Israel’s neighbor
Jordan were among those coming out
against the legislation passed in parlia-
ment late Monday. “This bill is in contra-
vention of international law and will
have far reaching legal consequences for
Israel,” UN Secretary General Antonio

Guterres said in a statement.
The law legalizes dozens of wildcat

outposts and thousands of settler homes
in the occupied West Bank, and prompt-
ed a Palestinian call for the international
community to punish Israel.  Pro-
Palestinian Israeli NGOs said they would
ask the Supreme Court to strike down
the law, and opposition leader Isaac
Herzog warned the legislation could
result in Israeli officials facing the
International Criminal Court.
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Amir accepts Sheikh Salman’s resignation 
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah yesterday issued a decree accepting the resig-
nation of information and youth minister Sheikh
Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah, which he submitted on
Monday ahead of a no-confidence vote session against
him. The Amir also issued a second decree appointing
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah as acting information minister and
Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan
as acting youth minister.

Sheikh Salman’s move came after a grilling last
week by three opposition lawmakers, which was fol-
lowed by a no-confidence motion that was supported
by over 31 MPs. To pass, the no-confidence vote
required the suppor t of only 25 MPs.  National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the ses-
sion, scheduled for today, had been canceled after he
was officially informed of the acceptance of the minis-
ter’s resignation.

MPs said the new ministers must take whatever
actions necessary to lift the 15-month international sus-
pension against Kuwaiti sports. Sheikh Salman became
the first victim of the new National Assembly elected in
November, in which opposition groups and individuals
won almost half of the 50 seats. Islamist opposition MP
Mohammad Al-Dallal said the resignation of the minis-
ter does not solve the problem as the government must
present a plan to lift the sports suspension.
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KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (left)
presents HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the resignation
papers of Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

MAKKAH: Saudi police arrested an
apparently “mentally disturbed” man
who tried to set himself on fire at
Islam’s holiest site, the Grand Mosque
in Makkah, a police spokesman said
yesterday. The man, in his 40s and a
Saudi citizen, “poured petrol on himself
and tried to set it  alight”,  Grand
Mosque police spokesman Major
Sameh Al-Salami said. “His behavior
gives the impression that he is mentally
disturbed.”

The incident happened on Monday
night right next to the Kaaba, the cubic
stone structure at the heart of the
mosque towards which Muslims pray.
Pilgrims and police escorted the man
away before he could light the petrol,
footage posted on social media

showed. Witnesses told Saudi media
that the man also tried to set fire to the
kiswah, the black and gold silk curtain
that covers the Kaaba. One witness told
the Sabq news website that the man
had been uttering “takfiri” slogans,
referring to extremist groups blamed
for numerous attacks worldwide.

The huge flow of pilgrims into the
Grand Mosque makes security checks
at the gates extremely difficult. In Nov
1979, the Grand Mosque was seized by
more than 400 fundamentalists led by
Saudi Juhayman Al-Oteibi who claimed
to have with them the redeemer - the
mahdi.  They seized pilgrims as
hostages and it took special forces a
fortnight of fierce gun battles to retake
the mosque compound. —  AFP 
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Israel legalizes settler homes

New law angers world powers, but US silent

HEBRON: A picture taken from this West Bank city yesterday shows a view of the
Kiryat Arba Jewish settlement. —AFP 

NEW YORK: The next time someone throws shade at you
for ghosting them so you can binge-watch a TV show or
retreat to your safe space, you can let them know your
behavior has been recognized by the United States’ lead-
ing dictionary publisher. Merriam-Webster yesterday
added more than 1,000 new words and definitions, rang-
ing from conversational to scientific, to its website,
Merriam-webster.com, the dictionary’s most significant
update in years, said Merriam-Webster spokeswoman
Meghan Lungi.

The last time the dictionary updated its website and
print edition was in 2014, when it added only 150 words,
she said. “Throwing shade”, for example, originated from
black and Latino gay culture in the 1980s and has been
popularized more recently through social media. It
means to express contempt through indirect or subtle
insults. “Ghosting”, meanwhile, is to abruptly cut off con-
tact with another person, usually a former friend or
romantic partner.

Another new entry, “microaggression”, is a discrimina-
tory comment or action that subtly - and sometimes
unconsciously - expresses prejudice toward a member of
a marginalized group. Other terms include “binge-
watch”, meaning to view many or all episodes of a TV
series in quick succession; “prosopagnosia”, an inability to
recognize faces; “arancini”, fried rice balls; and “safe space”,
a place intended to be free of bias, conflict and criticism.

“This is a significant addition of words ... and it reflects
both the breadth of English vocabulary and the speed
with which that vocabulary changes,” the dictionary’s
chief digital officer and publisher, Lisa Schneider, said in a
statement.
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DOHA: This file photo taken on Nov 13, 2014 shows the Khalifa Stadium which is
undergoing complete renovation in preparation to host some of the matches for
the 2022 World Cup. — AFP 

DOHA: High-spending World Cup 2022
hosts Qatar are splurging almost $500
million every week on major infrastruc-
ture projects for football’s biggest tour-
nament, the country’s finance minister
said yesterday. That eye-watering level of
spending could continue until 2021, Ali
Shareef Al-Emadi said. “We are spending
close to $500 million per week on capital
projects,” he told journalists. “And this will
carry on for the next three to four years

to achieve our goal and objective of real-
ly getting the country ready for 2022.”

More than $200 billion will be spent in
total by the gas-rich emirate in prepara-
tion for 2022. Emadi said this figure cov-
ered not only stadiums but huge and
costly projects such as roads, a new air-
port and hospitals. “Ninety per cent of
the 2022 contracts have already been
awarded,” added Emadi.
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A handout satellite image shows the military-run Saydnaya prison, one of Syria’s
largest detention centers located 30 km north of Damascus. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Amnesty International yesterday
accused Syria’s government of hanging up to
13,000 people at a notorious prison over five
years in a “policy of extermination”, two weeks
before planned peace talks. The damning
report, titled “Human Slaughterhouse: Mass
hanging and extermination at Saydnaya
prison” near Damascus, goes into excruciating
detail about the gruesome ritual of mass
hangings between 2011 and 2015.

At least once a week, up to 50 prisoners
were taken out of their cells for arbitrary trials,
beaten, then hanged “in the middle of the
night and in total secrecy”, the report said.
“Throughout this process, they remain blind-
folded. They do not know when or how they
will die until the noose was placed around
their necks.” Most of the victims were civilians
believed to be opposed to the government of
President Bashar Al-Assad. “They kept them
(hanging) there for 10 to 15 minutes,” a former
judge who witnessed the executions said. “For

the young ones, their weight wouldn’t kill
them. The officers’ assistants would pull them
down and break their necks.”

Amnesty said the mass executions
amounted to war crimes and crimes against
humanity, but were likely still taking place.
Hamid, a former army officer who was jailed in
2012, told Amnesty he was simultaneously
horrified and relieved when he saw prisoners
being taken to be hanged. “I felt happy that
their suffering would come to an end.”  In
comments published yesterday, Assad insist-
ed that “defending” his country in a time of
war was more important than a potential case
against his government at the highest UN
court in The Hague. “We have to defend our
country by every mean, and when we have to
defend it by every mean, we don’t care about
this court, or any other international institu-
tion,” he said.

Amnesty’s report comes just two weeks
before a new round of talks is due to take

place in Switzerland aimed at putting an end
to nearly six years of civil war. “The upcoming
Syria peace talks in Geneva cannot ignore
these findings. Ending these atrocities in
Syrian government prisons must be put on
the agenda,” said Lynn Maalouf, deputy direc-
tor for research at Amnesty’s Beirut office. 

Thousands of prisoners are held at the military-
run Saydnaya prison, 30 km north of Damascus,
one of Syria’s largest detention centers. Amnesty
accused Syria’s government of carrying out a “poli-
cy of extermination” there by repeatedly torturing
detainees and withholding food, water and med-
ical care. “All you see is blood: your own blood, the
blood of others,” Salam, a lawyer from Aleppo who
was held in Saydnaya from 2012 to 2014, was
quoted as saying. 

Prisoners were raped or forced to rape
each other, and guards would feed detainees
by tossing food onto cell floors, which were
often covered in dirt and blood, Amnesty said. 
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