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KUWAIT: Russian Ambassador to Kuwait Alexey
Solomatin yesterday hailed Russia-Kuwait ties,
as Kuwait was the first country in the Arabian
Gulf to establish diplomatic relations with
Russia. “There is respect and desire to cooper-
ate more with Kuwait and exchange visits. We
are going to strengthen our relationship with
Kuwait through meetings and talks covering
economic, technical, cultural, military and eco-
nomic fields. Bilateral trade has risen to more
than $400 million, and there is a desire to
increase this figure,” he said.

During a press conference on the occasion of
the Diplomats’ Day, Solomatin said Russia has a
good relationship with all countries around the
world. “We always take our decisions according
to international laws and with respect to all
countries. This is why Russian politics has seen
great success with all countries, including
Kuwait,” he said.

Russian tank
On the Russian tank ‘T-90ms’ that Kuwait has

bought for $15 million, the ambassador said
Kuwait has the right to choose the best. The
Russian tanks will arrive in Kuwait soon, along
with other hardware as part of the military coop-
eration deal that His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah signed based
on the interests of the two countries.

Solomatin also spoke about the Syrian situa-
tion. “Russia explained itself over every step it
took with evidence, pictures and documents, but
some countries chose not to listen to facts,” he
said. He added that the Syrian war has been
ongoing for six years, but Russia started to get
involved one year ago to help Syria in its fight
against terrorists. “We had to fight for the sake of
Syrians, but after liberation, the Syrian people
should build their country without interventions,”
he said. “There are two terrorists groups in Syria -
IS and Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, formerly known as
the Al-Nusra Front. They changed their name, but

their actions remain the same - beheading and
killing people. Some terrorists have returned to
Kuwait and other countries and set up sleeper
cells - underground groups of terrorists. We
fought the terrorists and we offered truce agree-
ments to the Syrian opposition,” Solomatin added.

Iran
About the Russia-Iran relationship, he said Russia

has good relations with Iran, but the current crisis
between Iran and GCC countries has to end. “The
countries should not provoke each other. We sug-
gest all GCC countries to live in peace and respect.”
He stressed that Russia is developing ideas that
reflect His Highness the Amir’s letter to Iran that
aimed at calming tensions between the GCC and
Iran. Speaking on behalf of the six council members,
Kuwait’s foreign minister had declared that for the
Gulf and Iran to repair relations, Tehran must stop
meddling in Arab countries’ internal affairs.
Solomatin concluded by congratulating Kuwait on
the occasion of its National and Liberation Days.

NEW YORK: On behalf of the Arab group of
states, Kuwait renewed demand for a perma-
nent seat for the group at the UN Security
Council in the future reforms of the Council.
Equitable representation at the UNSC is an
essential pillar of the process to revitalize the
work of the UN as a whole, Kuwait Permanent
Representative to the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi said
on Monday. He was addressing a high-level
intergovernmental meeting on the question of
equitable representation on, and increase in, the
membership of the Security Council and other
matters related to the Council.

The meeting, an informal closed-door one, is part
of UN General Assembly’s 71st session.  It is time to
press ahead with this question given the consensus
among the UN member states on the need of
change and reform, Ambassador Otaibi stressed.

“Now that 71 years elapsed since the emer-
gency of the UN, the world’s status quo has dra-
matically changed,” he said. “The last 23 years
have seen prolonged negotiations on, and sev-
eral regional initiative for, reforming the Council

to make it better able to deliver its mandate and
address the new challenges in a more credible
transparent and impartial way.” He reaffirmed
the stance of the Arab group against any
attempts to tamper with the credibility of the
ongoing intergovernmental talks or impose cer-
tain timeframes away from the consensus.

On the challenges facing the negotiations
on the UNSC reforms, Ambassador Otaibi said
they include the misuse of veto power by the
five permanent members which rendered the
Council unable to deliver its duty in maintain-
ing the international peace and security in
several cases. 

He reaffirmed the commitment of the Arab
group to contributing to the efforts meant to build
trust among the UN member states and reach a
mutually-acceptable formula on the planned
reforms of the Council pursuant to the provisions
of the UNGA Resolution 62/557. The resolution,
adopted on September 15, 2008, during the
63rd UNGA session, commenced the ongoing
intergovernmental negotiations. — KUNA
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WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Ambassador to
the United States Sheikh Salem Abdullah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah made a field visit to
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital
on Monday. 

The visit came in order to be intro-
duced to the hospital’s newly-developed
departments, as well as get acquainted
with up-to-date medical techniques, espe-
cially within the cancer care unit, headed
by Kuwait’s Dr Wadah Al-Rifaee, a press

release by the embassy noted. It added
that Ambassador Sheikh Salem was
escorted during the visit by Michael
Sachtleben, President of MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital.

Ambassador Sheikh Salem was accom-
panied by head of the health office in
Washington DC Dr Ali Al-Enezi and
Counselor Nawaf Al-Enezi, where they all
paid visits to Kuwaiti patients being treated
at the hospital to stand on their needs.  Also

during the tour, the ambassador met Kuwaiti
Dr Wadha Al-Jassar; an intern at the hospital.
Voicing appreciation to the hospital manage-
ment for including Kuwaiti nationals in its
staff, Ambassador Sheikh Salem reaffirmed
that the State of Kuwait is keen on benefiting
from the hospital’s medical expertise.
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital is a
not-for-profit, acute-care teaching and
research hospital with 609 beds located in
Northwest Washington, DC. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: MP Khalil Al-Saleh stressed that
Kuwait provides outstanding health care for
the disabled  in schools and other facilities,
while it uses the most up-to-date technolo-
gies in that regard. “We need to improve
those services so that no student with special
needs goes to study in any GCC state,” he
underlined.

Speaking at a media and cultural forum
organized by lawyer and Fatwa and
Legislation Department Advisor Najla Al-Naqi
under the title ‘the Truth About Forging
Disability Certificates,’ Saleh stressed that the
parliament’s committee for the disabled
affairs will soon pass laws for the best of peo-
ple with disabilities. 

Meanwhile, brain surgery consultant Dr
Ali Al-Kandari, who is the former deputy
chairman of medical and technical commit-
tees at the Public Authority of the Disabled,
defined disability levels as per the United
Nations’ standards, saying that 15-25 percent
of disabilities are considered of mild severity,
while 25-49 percent of disabilities are consid-
ered of medium severity, whereas 50 percent
are considered severe. Kandari also refuted
statements made by Minister Of Social Affairs
And Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh about what she
described as ‘people pretending to be dis-
abled,’ stressing that such fake cases do not
exist and that disability certificates are given
by specialized medical committees or courts.
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, successfully
concluded its Community Partnership
with Qout Market; Kuwait’s largest arti-
sanal farmers gathering. The market, con-
sidered the biggest of its kind in Kuwait,
was concluded last Saturday at  the Circle
of Peace - Shaheed Park. 

Zain’s partnership with Qout Market

came in line with the company’s Corporate
Sustainability and Social Responsibility
strategy towards the youth sector, as the
company continuously works towards
identifying initiatives that carry a clear
objective of developing youth talents. The
community-based farmers market helped
and supported local farmers and artisans
to exchange thoughts and ideas while

offering the opportunity for visitors to
express their opinions towards the prod-
ucts available. 

Zain participated in the event through
its own booth, where it welcomed visitors
to participate in several exciting national-
themed cultural activities that came in line
with Kuwait’s national celebrations in
February. The company organized compe-
titions that saw many winners of valuable
prizes and smart devices, as well as distrib-
uting national-themed gifts to the visitors. 

Qout Market attracted over 15,000 visi-
tors who were enthusiastic about learning
about locally produced goods. The mar-
ket’s selection of vendors included a com-
bination of fresh produced items as well as
handmade items where people stopped
by to enjoy on the spot. Zain expressed its
ongoing keenness in supporting events
that uplift the talents of Kuwaiti youth to
higher levels, by encouraging outstanding
projects and ideas. Zain’s support to Qout
Market was aimed at investing in the cre-
ative abilities of young Kuwaiti entrepre-
neurs, preparing them to engage in the
business world by encouraging them fur-
ther and nurturing innovation within their
businesses.
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