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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ministry of Commerce and Industry
inspectors raided a store in Farwaniya where
thousands of perfume bottles of various popu-
lar brands were refilled to be sold as genuine
products, said the ministry’s assistant undersec-
retary for consumer protection Eid Al-Rasheedi.
Several workers were arrested at the store. The
suspects used to return to the store at midnight
on weekdays to refill the bottles and sell them
back the next morning as genuine products,
Rasheedi explained.

Drug dealer caught
An Indian man was arrested yesterday on drug

trafficking charges, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that narcotic detectives were
tipped off concerning the suspect’s activities, and
after obtaining a search warrant, the suspect’s
house was stormed, where detectives found 74
small plastic bags of hashish, 46 small plastic
bags of meth and one bag of heroin. A case was
filed and the suspect was referred to relevant
authorities.

Commerce inspectors bust 
perfume counterfeiting

KUWAIT: A photo circulated on social media allegedly
showing a man filling bottles with counterfeit perfume.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary for Public
Health Affairs at the Ministry of Health (MoH)
Dr Majida Al-Qattan held a press conference
yesterday to refute rumors questioning the
safety of polio, measles and mumps vaccina-
tion campaigns launched recently by the min-
istry. Qattan stressed that as a member of the
World Health Organization’s (WHO) executive
board, Kuwait takes part in WHO decision
making and setting recommendations, includ-
ing the current vaccinations. She also denied
that the vaccines had been kept in storage. 

The head of MoH’s epidemics fighting unit
Dr Mos’ab Al-Saleh also stressed the same,
noting that the campaign had been decided
by WHO in 2014 and took effect in 2016. “To
those questioning the safety of the vaccines, I
affirm that they had been made by the world’s
best companies,” he said, noting that latest
research proved that the vaccines do not
cause autism. 

Court orders
The criminal court yesterday sentenced six

citizens to one year in prison and abstained
from punishing 99 others over charges of forg-

ing punch-in fingerprints at their workplaces.
Meanwhile, the cassation court stressed that
lawmakers will be held responsible for the

contents of inquiries they make in parliament
that are slanderous, and they will be forced to
financially compensate those offended.  

Recent vaccinations
safe: Health Ministry

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Hundreds of Bangladeshi workers
who staged a protest are returning to work
after their demands were considered. “The
problem is resolved. We are back to work
now and some will be working from tomor-
row,” said Shihab, who is acting as the
spokesperson for the 300 workers who
staged a peaceful sit-in protest over non-
payment of salaries and “extortion” of mon-
ey. The workers - porters and cleaners -
were refusing to report to work for days.  

“Thank you Kuwait Times for the report
(that was published earlier this week). If not
for you, we would not have got any posi-
tive response from anyone. We are all ready
to report to work again, with conditions,”
Shihab said. The workers are demanding
their Bangladeshi manager, whom they
accuse of extorting money from them, be
punished or removed from his post. 

According to a Kuwait Times source, two
Bangladeshi Embassy officials went yester-
day morning to meet the workers. The two

labor officials were accompanied by anoth-
er manager of the company. “Hopefully,
they will accept our demands, and our
salaries will be paid too,” he said.  

Bangladesh Embassy Counselor (Labor)
confirmed he sent his representatives Farid
Hussein and Tahidul Islam. “They found
some violations by the company, but with
regards to the company manager, we are
still investigating. Our officials visited the
camp and spoke to the workers and the
manager too. The problem with the man-
ager is not the concern of my office, as he is
a fellow Bangladeshi. It must be resolved
by the company itself. Any crime commit-
ted by this person must be dealt with
under Kuwait law since it was committed
here in Kuwait.  I f  he goes back to
Bangladesh, and the workers file a com-
plaint against him there, our law will han-
dle it,” he noted. “As far as the embassy is
concerned, we visited the place, we verified
their problem and now we are doing our
utmost best to help them with regards to
their unpaid salaries.”

Bangladeshi workers back to 
work after 3-day sit-in protest

KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health for Public
Health Affairs Dr Majda Al-Qattan (center) attends the Obstetrics and
Gynecology Conference. —KUNA

Int’l obstetrics, gynecology
conference  kicks off in Kuwait
‘1,000 childbirths a month at Maternity Hospital’

KUWAIT: A senior official of the Ministry
of Health said Monday that Kuwait 23rd
International Obstetrics and Gynecology
Conference will help build capacity of
gynecologists and improve health sys-
tem in Kuwait.  The four-day gathering,
themed “challenges in obstetrics and
gynecology,” gathered, besides local
gynecologists, 10 renowned consultants
from Sweden, the United Kingdom,
Canada, the UAE, and Lebanon.

The event will provide a chance for
Kuwaiti gynecologists to share experi-
ence with their peers from around the
globe while working to improve the
country ’s health sector, Assistant
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health
for Public Health Affairs Dr  Majda Al-
Qattan said in her inaugural speech.

“The conference falls in the frame-
work of the Ministry’s relentless efforts to
keep abreast with the latest medical
developments, improve the healthcare
system and build the capacity of medical
personnel,” she added.

Meanwhile, Dr Khaled Al-Najjar, the
chair of the conference and head of
obstetrics and gynecology dept. of
Kuwait’s Maternity Hospital, said the
discussions during the conference will
focus on challenges in this field such as

the diseases concurrent with pregnan-
cy and urological disorders, as well as
female infertility and the various forms
of tumors. In a statement following the
opening ceremony, Dr Najjar said the
Maternity  Hospital  saw a total  of
12,000 childbirths in 2016 at a monthly
rate of 1,000.

The conferees will review the achieve-
ments in this domain, with emphasis on
the pioneering experiment of Dr Mats
Brannstrom - a Swedish professor of
obstetrics and gynecology at the
Sahlgrenska Academy in Gothenburg, he
said.  Dr Brannstrom was able to conduct
a successful womb transplant at the
University of Gothenburg and the baby
was delivered by caesarean in the 31st
week of pregnancy in September 2014.

Meanwhile, Dr Shuaib Al-Marhoun,
director of the Maternity Hospital, said
the new building of the hospital will be
finalized in the coming three years, and
the fertility unit of the hospital will open
next month. The administration of the
hospital has already received the fertility
unit from the engineering department
of the ministry which equipped the unit
with the latest medical equipment,
deputy director Dr Ghalia Al-Ibrahim
noted. —KUNA

Philippines names new
labor attache to Kuwait
MANILA/KUWAIT: The Philippines government has named
Alejandro Padaen as the new labor attache to its embassy
in Kuwait. He is set to arrive in mid-February and has previ-
ously served in Saudi Arabia. Padaen replaces Angelita
Narvaes, who was recalled earlier this week by Labor
Secretary Silvestre Bello for what Bello labeled, “inaction
and a lack of concern for the welfare of overseas Filipino
workers [in Kuwait].”

The move followed the execution of a Filipino domestic
helper, Jakatia Pawa, who was found guilty of killing her
employer’s daughter in 2007 and the death of another
Filipina helper, Amy Santiago, who died in hospital after
allegedly being beaten by her employer. 

Hundreds of overseas Filipino workers, the majority of
whom are women, live in the embassy shelter or as illegal
residents due to maltreatment by employers, unpaid
salaries, sexual and physical abuse, absconding cases and
other related employment issues. There are more than
200,000 Filipinio workers in Kuwait, the majority of whom
work as domestic servants.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources at the Ministry of Health
strongly denied any changes to the new Adan Hospital
project except for a pilot scheme suggested by Ministry of
Health on signing the contract without any extra cost. The
sources explained that the Ministry of Health signed the
new hospital contract with four local companies in March
2015 at a total cost of KD 232 million, and that the project
will conclude in 2019. The sources stressed that construc-

No changes to new Adan Hospital project
tion was going well according to schedule and that the
new hospital will include 637 beds and comprise of a base-
ment and 12 floors built over an area of 30,500 sq m.

Clean Fuel Project
Deputy CEO for Projects at Kuwait National Petroleum

Company (KNPC) Abdullah Fahhad Al-Ajmi said 80 percent
of the Clean Fuel Project has been completed and that the
project is expected to be launched in mid-2018. Ajmi
added that the new Mina Abdullah power plant was exper-
imentally operated last week in the presence of Ministry of
Electricity and Water officials and that the remaining por-
tions of the project will gradually start operations from
next March till mid-2018. 

‘Kayak4Kuwait’ trio 
in Oman to raise 

environment awareness
MUSCAT: Three Kayakers from Kuwait have arrived to
Muscat, Oman, in an adventure to raise awareness of the
need for greater marine environment protection and
joint conser vation effor ts  across the GCC.  The
Kayak4Kuwait trio - Bashar Al-Huneidi, Mansour Al-Safran
and Colin Wong -  have left  Kuwait more than two
months ago.

Founder of the team, Huneidi, said yesterday that the
trip aims at raising awareness of pollution in the Arabian
Gulf coastline. Their trip have covered Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia,  Bahrain,  Qatar,  UAE,  and Oman. Kuwait
Environment Public Authority (EPA) has given support to
the trio’s coastline adventure. —KUNA


