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Opposition lawmakers have been vocal against the
government’s perceived failure and inaction.
Opposition MPs have already threatened to grill several
ministers and the prime minister himself over a number
of issues including revocations of citizenship, price
hikes and others. The opposition is now targeting to
force the government to withdraw the hike in petrol
prices, which went into effect in September last year,
and to abolish a law passed by the Assembly to increase
by large margins the rates of electricity and water,
which is due to take effect from May.

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani warned yesterday that he
will hold the prime minister and the finance minister
politically responsible for any increase in prices or
decision to impose taxes. The warning means that he
could file to grill them. The lawmaker warned the gov-
ernment against taking any decision that could over-
burden citizens or expatriates, adding that the mer-
chants will not be affected in any way since they will
increase the cost of their products or services. Adasani
called for a comprehensive revision of the govern-

ment’s economic reforms charter which was present-
ed to the previous Assembly.

Dallal called on the government to suspend all price
hikes at present, adding that the government’s eco-
nomic reforms will be studied by the Assembly in its
next session. He said that the government is required
to submit a clear program for reducing expenses of
government departments, including special expendi-
ture. Dallal said that if the government succeeds in
reducing expenditure, unnecessary projects, private
travels and others, it will not need to raise prices of
services and fuels.

Meanwhile, the court of cassation, the highest court
in the country whose rulings are final, yesterday reject-
ed a challenge by former MP Abdullah Al-Barghash,
whose citizenship had been revoked by the govern-
ment. The court supported the government’s decision
to revoke the citizenship of Barghash and 57 members
of his extended family. The lower court had scrapped
the government decision, but the appeals court said it
was not competent to look into the case because it was
a sovereign issue. The cassation court yesterday sup-
ported the appeals court’s view.

Sheikh Mohammad gets info portfolio...
Continued from Page 1

France called the bill a “new attack on the two-state solu-
tion”, while Britain said it “damages Israel’s standing with its
international partners”. Turkey “strongly condemned” the law
and Israel’s “unacceptable” settlement policy, and the Arab
League accused Israel of “stealing the land and appropriating
the property of Palestinians”. UN Middle East peace envoy
Nickolay Mladenov told AFP the bill crossed a “thick red line”
towards annexation of the West Bank - the largest part of the
Palestinian territories. “(The law) opens the potential for the
full annexation of the West Bank and therefore undermines
substantially the two-state solution,” he said.

The United States refused to comment, however, in stark
contrast to the settlement criticism repeatedly voiced under
Barack Obama. The State Department said President Donald
Trump’s new administration “needs to have the chance to
fully consult with all parties on the way forward”. Separately
to the new law, Israel has approved more than 6,000 settler
homes since Trump took office on January 20 having sig-
naled a softer stance on the issue than his predecessor.

The law, which passed 60 to 52 in its final reading, will
allow Israel to legally seize Palestinian private land on which
Israelis built outposts without knowing it was private prop-

erty or because the state allowed them to do so. Palestinian
owners will be compensated financially or with other land. It
would apply to around 53 outposts as well as some houses
within existing settlements, potentially legalizing more than
3,800 homes, according to anti-settlement NGO Peace Now,
which called the law “another step towards annexation and
away from a two-state solution”.

To some Israelis, the law reflects their god-given right
over the territory, regardless of the courts, the Palestinians
and the international community. “All of the Land of Israel
belongs to the Jewish people,” said Science Minister Ofir
Akunis of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud par-
ty, using the biblical term that includes the West Bank.
“This right is eternal and indisputable.”

Palestinian official Hanan Ashrawi called for the interna-
tional community to assume its “moral, human and legal
responsibilities and put an end to Israel’s lawlessness”.
Human Rights Watch said the legislation “reflects Israel’s
manifest disregard of international law”. “The Trump
administration cannot shield them from the scrutiny of the
International Criminal Court,” HRW warned. Bezalel
Smotrich of the far-right Jewish Home party, one of the
forces behind the legislation, thanked the American peo-
ple for electing Trump as president, “without whom the law
would have probably not passed”. —AFP 

Israel legalizes settler homes

Continued from Page 1

“Snollygoster”, an unprincipled but shrewd person,
has also returned to the dictionary after being dropped
in 2003 because it had “fallen nearly completely from
use,” according to the dictionary’s website. Originally
used in the name-calling politics of 19th-century
America, snollygoster was brought back into the main-

stream due to conservative TV host Bill O’Reilly’s fre-
quent use of in recent years. 

The fresh entries also include “Seussian”, for “having a
playful or outlandish quality” relating to the works of
beloved children’s writer Dr Seuss, aka Theodore Geisel
and “microbiome”, for communities of bacteria, fungi
and viruses inhabiting a particular environment, most
notably the human body. — Agencies 
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“That doesn’t mean the stadiums only, we are talking
about highways, rail, ports, airports, those are really
underway, even hospitals and everything.” He added: “We
are really giving ourselves a good chance of delivering
things on time and we don’t want to get in a place that
we start painting while people are coming to the country.”

Asked if this would make Qatar’s tournament the most
expensive World Cup ever, the minister said no. “We are
putting $200 billion in terms of infrastructure... If you look
at stand alone, the World Cup, no it is not.” Emadi, who
was speaking to a group of international journalists on a
government-invited press trip, said the money for World
Cup projects had been protected from cuts despite Qatar
experiencing budget constraints in recent times because
of energy price fluctuations.

Last year, Qatar ran an estimated budget deficit of
more than $12 billion, its first in 15 years. The state budg-
et for 2017 was approved with a deficit of $7.7 billion.
Qatar, which has the world’s third-largest natural gas

reserves and produces up to 800,000 barrels of oil a day,
has been forced to tighten its belt following a 2014 col-
lapse in the price of crude. The market has now partially
recovered and Emadi said that Qatar is “very comfortable”
with current oil prices.  

Asked if Qatar would consider financing its deficit by
selling debt on international bond markets this year, he
said no final decision had yet been taken by the govern-
ment. He said in consort with other Gulf nations, Qatar
will introduce a value added tax, probably in 2018. He
denied that this could pave the way for an eventual intro-
duction of an income tax in Qatar.

Emadi told reporters that all six members of the Gulf
Cooperation Council had signed onto the VAT agree-
ment. He added a Jan 1 implementation date could be
delayed a year if countries need more time to prepare.
He gave few details, but an earlier framework agree-
ment calls for a 5 percent levy on some goods. Gulf
budgets have come under strain due to a slump in ener-
gy prices and increased spending and population
growth. — Agencies  
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A twisted set of “special rules” governed the facility:
detainees were not allowed to speak  and were forced
to assume certain positions when guards entered their
cells.

“The horrors depicted in this report reveal a hidden,
monstrous campaign, authorized at the highest levels
of the Syrian government, aimed at crushing any form
of dissent within the Syrian population,” said Maalouf.
“The cold-blooded killing of thousands of defenseless
prisoners, along with the carefully crafted and systemat-
ic programs of psychological and physical torture that

are in place inside Saydnaya prison cannot be allowed
to continue,” she said. Amnesty said it gave the names
of 87 prison officials and guards responsible for the
atrocities to unspecified “bodies capable of conducting
credible investigations” into the killings. 

The foreign ministers of Britain and France decried
Amnesty’s findings. Boris Johnson tweeted: “Sickened
by reports from Amnesty International on executions in
Syria. Assad responsible for so many deaths and has no
future as leader.” “@Amnesty has documented the hor-
ror in the prisons of the Syrian regime. This barbarity
cannot be the future of Syria,” said France’s Jean-Marc
Ayrault. — Agencies  

Amnesty: 13,000 hanged at Syria jail

RIYADH: A Saudi billionaire’s pan-Arab TV news channel
was declared “dead” yesterday, ending a two-year
search for a new home after it was shut down by
Bahraini authorities. Bahrain pulled the plug on the
Alarab News Channel in Feb 2015 after it aired an inter-
view with an opponent of the kingdom’s rulers on its
first day of broadcasting. Since then the channel had
looked for a new home elsewhere in the Middle East,
but without success. 

“It is dead,” a high-level source familiar with its opera-
tions told AFP yesterday. The station was owned by out-
spoken Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, a member of the
Saudi ruling family. A memo to staff said that Feb 6 was
the last day of work for Alarab’s employees. It said the
past two years had been “a trying time with best efforts

exerted” to re-launch the operation. “The time has come
now for a final decision to be made regarding the future
of the channel,” the memo said. “Therefore and regret-
fully, the management has decided to cease its opera-
tion with an immediate effect.”

More than 100 employees had remained on the
payroll, the high-level source said, adding that he did
not know how much money the television venture had
cost. He said he was “not at liberty” to say what led to
the final shutdown decision. Alarab had vowed to
practice “objective” journalism in a politically charged
Middle East region where leading regional broadcast-
ers have been accused of bias. It had an initial staff of
about 280 and planned to have correspondents in 30
countries.  — AFP 
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