
ADELAIDE: Adelaide United said yesterday they had signed South Korean mid-
fielder Kim Jae-Sung and striker Eli Babalj for the rest of the A-League season and
the club’s AFC Champions League campaign.  Kim, 33, has made more than 380
appearances in the K-League, including winning the AFC Champions League with
Pohang Steelers in 2009.  He also played in three of South Korea’s four games at the
2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa and has 16 international
caps.  “He is a player with a lot of experience and has played at
a very high level in his entire career,” Reds coach Guillermo
Amor said.  “Having him available for our Asian Champions
League season as well is very important and he will help us
in this competition for sure.” Australia’s Babalj, 24, returns to
Adelaide United after being loaned to the club for the previ-
ous A-League season by former Dutch club, AZ Alkmaar.
Senegalese striker Baba Diawara will also join the club, sub-
ject to the final approval of a working visa. Meanwhile
Adelaide have agreed to terminate the contract of Brazilian
forward Henrique, pending a move abroad. — AFP
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ABUJA: World football’s governing body FIFA yesterday said it
had extended a ban on five officials who have been involved in a
leadership battle for control of the game in Nigeria. FIFA said its
disciplinary committee had “decided to extend the five-year ban
from taking part in any kind of football-related activity” on Chris
Giwa and four others. The ban would apply worldwide, it said in a
statement on its website. Giwa, the former owner of Giwa FC in
the central city of Jos, has insisted since August 2014 that he was
elected as the rightful president of the Nigeria Football
Federation (NFF). But the result of the ballot was disputed and
prompted FIFA to threaten to ban Nigeria from international com-
petition unless the election was re-run. Amaju Pinnick was duly
elected as NFF boss but Giwa has since dragged the federation to
court to challenge its legitimacy. In May last year the NFF banned
him and his supporters for impersonation and breaching FIFA
rules by taking football matters to a civil court. The Confederation
of African Football (CAF) also confirmed the ban. — AFP

FIFA extends ban on 
top Nigerian officials

Adelaide sign Korea’s 
Kim and striker Babalj

ACCRA: Ghana coach Avram Grant has quit after more than two years in charge, a mem-
ber of the country’s football association told AFP yesterday. “Avram Grant has informed
the Ghana Football Association of his decision to step down as head coach of the Black
Stars,” said Osei Kwaku Palmer. Palmer, who is a member of the Ghana FA executive com-
mittee, said the 62-year-old’s contract was due to expire at the end of this month Grant’s
resignation comes fibe days after his side crashed out in the semi-finals of the Africa Cup
of Nations to eventual winners Cameroon.  The former Chelsea manager, who guided the
Blues to runners-up spot in both the Champions League and Premier League, was given

a target of winning this year’s tournament. The West African side, who lost on
penalties in the final two years ago to Ivory Coast, finished fourth this time
round. Grant took over from Kwesi Appiah in November 2014 following
Ghana’s disappointing World Cup finals appearance that included poor
performances on and off the pitch. Following his decision to step down
he was quoted as saying by the BBC that “the time is right” for him to
seek a new challenge and that he had enjoyed his time in charge. “The

passion and loyalty of the supporters is something I’ll always
remember,” he added. — AFP
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ST MORITZ: Gold medalist Austria’s Nicole Schmidhofer and Bronze medalist Switzerland’s Lara Gut, from left, stand on the podium during the
flower ceremony after the women’s Super-G at the 2017 Alpine Skiing World Championships in St Moritz, Switzerland, yesterday. — AP

ST MORITZ: In a surprising start to the world ski
championships, Lindsey Vonn failed to finish the
super-G yesterday and Nicole Schmidhofer won a
race for the first time.

Vonn arrived in St. Moritz with a women’s
record 77 career wins in World Cup races. The 27-
year-old Schmidhofer had zero. Still, Vonn strug-
gled to grip her right ski pole - a lingering prob-
lem since breaking her right upper arm in
November - and seemed uneasy before taking a
too-straight line and went off the course midway
down. “I feel like (my hand) is strong enough, then
I’m in the course and I don’t know where my pole
is,” said Vonn, who last won a gold medal at the
world championships in 2009. Schmidhofer had
only one runner-up finish since joining the World
Cup circuit in 2007, and even that super-G result
was four years ago.

After crossing the finish line, the Austrian
leaned back and screamed in joy when she saw
she was 0.33 seconds faster than second-place
Tina Weirather of Liechtenstein. Pre-race favorite
Lara Gut of Switzerland, starting immediately
before Schmidhofer, was third, 0.36 behind.

“It was surprising for me and I enjoyed the

day,” said Schmidhofer, who doubted she would
win with Vonn and others yet to start. “I thought,
‘Yes,’ this could be a medal, but not a gold medal.”
Like Vonn, Olympic super-G champion Anna
Veith of Austria also failed to complete the undu-
lating course.

EQUIPMENT TACTICS
Both Gut and Vonn prepared in less than ideal

shape after crashing at the previous World Cup
races in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy. Gut, who won
three straight super-G races to start the World Cup
season, slumped in the finish area and shook her
head after seeing she trailed then-leader
Weirather’s time. “It was my first run after my crash,
so I’m happy I didn’t forget how to ski,” said Gut,
who now has five world championship medals but
no titles. Vonn plans to change equipment tactics
for the combined event scheduled on Friday and
her signature downhill event on Sunday.

“I am definitely going to have to duct tape my
hand to my pole now,” she said, adding that not to
attach it was “too big of a risk.” After bad weather
wiped out Monday’s planned training session, all
racers were getting a first good look at the course

- and in a super-G race which rewards the ability
to adapt at speed to an unfamiliar gate-setting.
Schmidhofer did just that and was the first to
clock 100 kph (62 mph) at the fastest point of the
course. The result repeated a 2007 junior worlds
race, when Schmidhofer edged Weirather for gold
in super-G. In their careers, both have had season-
ending knee surgeries after crashes at the classic
Cortina course. “We both had a tough way to go.
It wasn’t easy for us,” said Weirather, who missed
the past two Olympics because of injuries.

Weirather, also 27, won her first career champi-
onship medal at the same venue where Hanni
Wenzel, her mother and an Alpine ski great, won
slalom gold at the 1974 worlds. “Everywhere I go,
my mom has already won so it’s nothing new,”
joked Weirather, who did win a World Cup finals
super-G in St. Moritz last March.

While Vonn and six others in a 46-racer line-
up did not finish, 18-year-old Sabrina Simader
of Kenya came safely down in 39th place, 8.68
seconds behind. Simader’s first world champi-
onship race was a big step on her path to start-
ing in the 2018 Olympic downhill in Pyeonchang,
South Korea. — AP
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ST MORITZ: Kenyan skier Sabrina Simader’s
ambitious path to the 2018 Olympic downhill
went through St Moritz yesterday.

The 18-year-old Simader was the only African
starter in the women’s super-G race at the world
ski championships. She placed last of 39 finish-
ers, more than eight seconds behind champion
Nicole Schmidhofer of Austria.

Still, one month after her World Cup debut in
Slovenia - and one year after her four-race
Winter Youth Olympics program in Norway - it’s
a key stage in Simader’s route to earning her
place in the Olympic lineup next year in
Pyeongchang, South Korea. The Austrian-based
teenager’s quest is unusual because few racers
outside traditional Alpine teams qualify in the
more challenging speed events of downhill and
super-G. Simader races all disciplines and plans
to have a busy program at the two-week worlds
in the high-end Swiss resort.

“It’s really emotional. I enjoyed it,” she said
after completing the race to loud cheers from
the Swiss crowd and her fan club from Austria
waving several Kenyan flags. “The weather is
nice, the slope was cool. I hope I will be faster
next time.” Simader’s exuberance was matched
by her mother Sarah in the finish area, who
trained a camera on the giant screen broadcast-
ing the second half of a 90-second run down the
1.95-kilometer (1-1/4 mile) course.

“It’s super. It makes me feel very proud,” Sarah
Simader told The Associated Press. Born in
Kenya, Sabrina Simader came with her mother
to Austria and began skiing when she was 3. Her
stepfather, Josef, runs a ski lift in Hansberg.

“When she turned 13 she won a local champi-
onship,” Simader’s advisor, Armin Kolb, told the
AP. “She went to Schladming to ski school with
other Austrian racers and really learned ski rac-

ing.” Simader has scored top-10 finishes in down-
hill and slalom events at the third-tier FIS
(International Ski Federation) race level.

In her World Cup debut in January, in giant
slalom, she was eight seconds behind first-run
leader Mikaela Shiffrin of the United States.

Simader has sponsors including broadcaster
Sky and the Planai ski resort in Austria to help
cover costs, including hiring her private coach,
Christian Reif. She is eligible for funding from the
Kenyan Olympic committee, whose officials she

met at the Youth Olympics in Lillehammer. “Until
now, no money is coming,” Kolb said.

It has not helped that Kenya’s government
disbanded the national Olympic body last
August citing corrupt behavior by team officials
linked to the Rio de Janeiro Games. In her adopt-
ed home Austria, one fan is Hannes Reichelt,
who trained with Simader in Reiteralm during
one of his returns from injury. “She is really fun-
ny,” Reichelt told the AP. “It’s nice to see her on
the slopes.” — AP
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ST MORITZ: Liechtenstein’s Tina Weirather looses her balance during a women’s super-G, at the
Alpine Ski World Championships, in St Moritz, Switzerland, yesterday. — AP

WASHINGTON: US athletes, including
Korean-American teen halfpipe star Chloe
Kim appearing in host South Korea, are
already looking forward to the 2018
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics one year
before they begin.  “I’m really excited to get
that Olympic spirit going again,” said
Mikaela Shiffrin, who won 2014 Olympic
slalom ski gold at age 18. “So much has
happened between Sochi and now, I feel
like I was a baby back then.” About 245 US
athletes will visit Pyeongchang, where
competition opens today, a day before the
opening ceremony. 

In all, 2,800 athletes from 95 nations will
compete in 102 medal events over 15 disci-
plines.  Among expected US stars will be
16-year-old snowboarder Kim, who will talk
with Seoul college students Wednesday
about overcoming challenges and work
Friday in Pyeongchang with youth snow-
boarders from her parents’ home country.
Kim won superpipe gold medals at the
2015 and 2016 Winter X Games and took
2016 Winter Youth Olympics halfpipe and
slopestyle titles.  

“She will be really popular. We’re finding
out she’s already really popular. We think she
will be a fantastic ambassador for us,” said
Alan Ashley, the US Olympic Committee
sport performance chief and 2018 US chief
of mission.  Ashley returned Saturday from a
pre-Olympic examination of 2018 Olympic
venues and housing.

“Overall, I would say the venues and the
villages are really coming together well.
Things look good,” he said. “The venues in
particular are in very great shape. I think
these will be exciting Games that will be
well watched.” Americans topped the overall
medal table at the 2010 Vancouver Winter
Olympics with 37 medals, nine of them gold.
They managed 28 medals with nine golds at
Sochi in 2014, second overall to host Russia,
whose major doping program was revealed,

leading to some athletes being banned from
last year’s Rio Summer Olympics.  Still-unde-
cided issues include how many Russians will
compete and how the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) will ensure better anti-
doping measures.

‘CONCERNED’ ABOUT US TEAM 
“The IOC and IPC are addressing this

pretty head-on right now. We don’t have a
firm answer on what the status will be of
the Russian team in Pyeongchang,” Ashley
said. “I have to be concerned about the US
team. We want the best team we can have
at Pyeongchang and that’s my focus right
now.” Americans learned from August’s
efforts in other sports at Rio.  “We picked up
a few things we learned in the runup to Rio.
We’re trying to focus on recovery,” Ashley
said. “We can get caught up in a lot of new
ideas and innovation but when it comes
right down to it, being really good at the
fundamentals and executing them is really
important.” Olympic big air snowboarding,
mixed doubles curling, mass start speed-
skating and alpine team skiing events will
debut in 2018. Ashley has strong expecta-
tions in the new events.

“We have great athletes in most of those
disciplines,” he said. “Good overall for the
Winter Games to get some more high-
action sports that attract a wide variety of
clientele and some young people.” US bob-
sled pilot Elana Meyers Taylor, a two-time
Olympic medalist and 2015 world champi-
on, has won four consecutive World Cup
races ahead of the world championships
later this month. She wants to see a four-
woman bobsled event in future Olympics.

“Every four years, we have less than
four minutes to go out there and perform
to try and get a medal,” she said. “It’s a
huge move in the right direction for our
sport. Hopefully, we will have it coming
in for 2022.” — AFP
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ST MORITZ: Kjetil Jansrud has not had
much luck at world championships, a sole
silver medal in the combined from 2015 to
his famous name.

But the Norwegian will be big favourite
for the super-G today in St Moritz, having
won three of the four races on the World
Cup circuit this season. The reigning
Olympic super-G gold medallist is having
to take up the mantle of injured teammate
Aksel Lund Svindal, out for the season after
undergoing knee surgery.

And he hasn’t disappointed, winning
the Val d’Isere downhill and coming second
at Garmisch, on top of his super-G success-
es. That podium finish at Garmisch held a
more significant meaning after a disastrous
weekend at kitzbuehel when Jansrud failed
to fire down the testing Streif course.

But the lead “attacking Viking” has form
in St Moritz, finishing second in last sea-
son’s World Cup finals here and will have
fine support in the form of younger team-
mate Aleksander Aamodt Kilde. “There are
some nice big jumps,” said Kilde after a first
downhill training yesterday. “You have to
get used to the jumps and know what’s
coming. “It’ll be interesting to see how it
goes in coming races.”

Austrian Hannes Reichelt, the reigning
world champion, won the last speed event
on the World Cup circuit, a second downhill
in Garmisch, ahead of Italy’s Peter Fill and
Switzerland’s Beat Feuz. He will be accompa-
nied in the super-G by teammates Mathias
Mayer, winner of the Kitzbuehel super-G,
Max Franz and Vincent Kriechmayr, while
Switzerland will be represented by Feuz,
Carlo Janka and reigning world downhill
champion Patrick Kueng.

“I feel good. I like this slope and this
snow,” said Kueng. “There are a lot of big
jumps and they’re not easy, upper hill the
slope is really good, but down it’s a bit soft.”

Fill will line up alongside Dominik Paris,
always a dangerous opponent. But Italian
medal hopes were dealt a hammerblow
with news that the in-form and versatile
Christof Innerhofer, 2011 world super-G
champion, had been ruled out for the rest
of the season. Innerhofer finished second
at the Kitzbuehel super-G, but he decided
to call it a day after feeling pain in his lower
leg in Garmisch. “It’s a sad day for me,” said
Innerhofer. “I always take the maximum risk
and never give up. “But I have understood
for the first time that it is senseless to start
a ski race under these conditions.” — AFP
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PYEONGCHANG:  This photo taken on February 2, 2017 shows the ski jump tower and
a skier at the cross country venue of the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games in
Pyeongchang. Most venues for the 2018 Pyeongchang Games are virtually finished
and the organisers are about to launch a domestic and international marketing blitz,
touting Korean technology, culture and food as they seek to persuade sports fans
from around the world to make the long journey to north-east Asia. — AFP


