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BOSTON: The Boston Bruins fired Stanley
Cup-winning coach Claude Julien yesterday,
with the team in danger of missing the
playoffs for a third straight season.

General manager Don Sweeney
announced the change on Tuesday, naming
assistant Bruce Cassidy the interim coach.
The firing comes the same day the city cele-
brated the New England Patriots’ Super
Bowl win with a parade. Boston has lost two
in a row and six of nine and fallen out of a
playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.

Julien was the longest-tenured current
coach in the NHL, starting with the Bruins in
the 2007-08 season. He went 419-246-94 in
10 seasons, including two trips to the NHL
finals and a Stanley Cup title in 2011.

The Bruins lost in the finals two years lat-
er, and the year after that earned 117 points
and the Presidents’ Trophy before losing in
the conference semifinals to archrival
Montreal. But in 2014-15, Boston was elimi-
nated from the playoff race on the final day
of the regular season - the first time in

Julien’s tenure they sat out the playoffs.
Again last year, the Bruins had a chance to
reach the playoffs heading into the final
week, but they lost nine of their last 12
games to finish ninth in the Eastern
Conference. 

The Bruins hadn’t kept a coach who
missed the playoffs two straight years since
1965, when Milt Schmidt was given a third
year before he was replaced by Harry
Sinden. Julien was spared in 2015 when
team president Cam Neely decided to fire

general manager Peter Chiarelli instead,
replacing him with Sweeney. Sweeney gave
Julien another chance, saying “He’s the
coach of the Boston Bruins as of today, for
sure.” Julien said at the time that he had little
room for error. “It just means that I’m proba-
bly the next one to fall off the totem pole,
right?” the former Canadiens and Devils
coach said last summer. “I’m going to try to
make it last as long as I can.” Again last sum-
mer, the Bruins spared him, with Sweeney
saying Julien was the right coach to guide

the team through a “bumpy transition.”
“We’ve got work to do; I’ve got work to

do,” Sweeney said after the team missed the
playoffs last year. “There’s no question that we
have areas we want to address and collective-
ly we’ve already started to assess that.” Last
season, Julien became the all-time Bruins
leader for wins by a coach. He is the fourth
NHL coach to be fired this season. Julien’s fir-
ing leaves Chicago’s Joel Quenneville as the
longest- tenured coach in the league. He
was hired in 2008. — AP

Bruins fire coach Julien, name Cassidy interim coach

PHILADELPHIA: The St. Louis Blues kicked off a
big five-game trip with a solid performance in
Philadelphia. Carter Hutton led the way. Hutton
had 26 saves, Kenny Agostino scored his first
goal in almost three years and the Blues beat the
Flyers 2-0 on Monday night.

“We battled, played tight defensive hockey,
and found a way,” Hutton said. Paul Stastny also
scored for St. Louis, which won for the second
time in three games after coach Mike Yeo
replaced Ken Hitchcock on Feb. 1, following a 1-
5-0 stretch. Hutton, who allowed 13 goals in his
three previous appearances, posted his first
shutout since Jan. 24 and No. 3 on the season.
“He looked like a confident goalie tonight,” Yeo
said. “He was great right from the start. He
looked calm in the net but was still challenging
and getting aggressive.” Michal Neuvirth made
14 stops for Philadelphia, which was coming off
a 1-0 overtime loss to Los Angeles on Saturday. It
has dropped three of four overall.

It marks the first time the Flyers have been
shut out in consecutive home games without a
road game in between since 1999. Philadelphia
also lost rookie forward Travis Konecny in the
second period with an undisclosed injury. 

The Flyers’ three leading goal-scorers,
Wayne Simmonds, Brayden Schenn and Jakub
Voracek, have not scored in their past four
games. “Obviously, in this league you have to
play good defense, but you also have to score
goals and we’re not generating enough Grade
A opportunities,” said Schenn, who has one
goal in his last nine games. Voracek, who has
one goal in his last 14 games, recorded four
shots in the loss.

DEVILS 2, SABRES 1
Adam Henrique got some puck luck on his

birthday, and his club won for the first time in a
month on home ice as New Jersey skated to a
victory over Buffalo at the Prudential Center. The
Devils snapped a seven-game losing streak at
home, and completed a three-game sweep of
their season series with the Sabres. 

Their last win at the Prudential Center was
back on Jan 2. Rookie Pavel Zacha snapped a 1-1
tie with his sixth goal of the season at the 12:33
mark of the third period, roofing a rebound past
Sabres goalie Robin Lehner with Henrique caus-
ing havoc in front of the net. 

ISLANDERS 6, MAPLE LEAFS 5 (OT)
Brock Nelson scored 2:42 into overtime to

give New York a wild victory over Toronto at
Barclays Center. Nelson’s second goal capped a
frantic back-and-forth affair. Toronto took a 5-4
lead with 2:01 left in the third on a goal by cen-
ter William Nylander, but Islanders left winger
Andrew Ladd answered with the tying score just
32 seconds later. Ryan Strome. Nikolay Kulemin
and Josh Bailey also scored for the Islanders,
who are 7-1-2 in their last 10. Goalie Thomas
Greiss recorded 27 saves. — Reuters

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTLGF GA PTS
Minnesota 34 12 5 172 119 73
Chicago 32 17 5 152 141 69
Nashville 25 19 8 142 135 58
St. Louis 26 22 5 149 162 57
Winnipeg 25 26 4 161 172 54
Dallas 21 22 10 147 169 52
Colorado 14 33 2 99 168 30

Pacific Division
San Jose 33 17 3 144 121 69
Anaheim 28 16 10 141 135 66
Edmonton 29 18 8 156 141 66
Los Angeles 27 22 4 132 128 58
Calgary 27 25 3 146 157 57
Vancouver 23 23 6 123 150 52
Arizona 17 28 6 116 161 40

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 30 16 8 158 134 68
Ottawa 27 17 6 137 135 60
Toronto 24 17 10 160 155 58
Boston 26 23 6 143 149 58
Florida 23 19 10 124 143 56
Detroit 22 21 9 132 152 53
Buffalo 21 21 10 126 145 52
Tampa Bay 23 24 6 144 157 52

Metropolitan Division
Washington 36 11 6 175 114 78
Columbus 33 13 5 170 127 71
Pittsburgh 33 13 5 184 147 71
NY Rangers 33 18 1 177 139 67
Philadelphia 26 21 7 144 164 59
NY Islanders 23 18 10 153 153 56
New Jersey 23 21 10 127 153 56
Carolina 24 20 7 138 146 55
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in
the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings

New Jersey 2, Buffalo 1; NY Islanders 6, Toronto 5 (OT); St. Louis 2, Philadelphia 0.

CANELAS: A Portuguese football team branded
“thugs” and “butchers” have risen to the top of
their amateur league after a string of default wins
because opponents are too afraid to play them.
The club, Canelas, from the suburbs of Porto,
field three members of the ‘Super Dragons’ ultras,
an infamous fan group of Portuguese giants FC
Porto, including their team captain who goes by
the nickname ‘Ape’.  Other clubs in the fourth-tier
amateur league are outraged at the tactics of the
club but none have as yet filed an official com-
plaint.  The president of a rival club Grijo said
Canelas players regularly intimidate opposing
players and referees.

“Canelas does not respect the rules, they are
thugs, butchers and our players are afraid to face
them,” Manuel Gomes told AFP.  But their tactics
are paying off. Canelas have won 19 matches so
far this season as of the end of January — 13 of
them by default because their opponents pre-
ferred to pay a fine of 750 euros ($800) rather than
play.  That has taken the club to the top of their
league, 14 points ahead of their nearest rivals.

Their antics went viral last year when a video
posted on YouTube registered more than one mil-
lion views and showed Canelas players decked
out in their white and blue outfits turning a
match against opponents from Vila FC into a mar-

tial arts exhibition with high kicks to the chest
and head, tackles off the ball and dangerous
lunges from behind. After facing Canelas at the
start of the season, rival club Padroense refused
point blank to show up for the return match with
the notorious amateur outfit. “Canelas players
seek conflict, to make threats, even against refer-
ees,” said the president of Padroense, Germano
Pinho.  Canelas Captain Fernando ‘Ape’ Madureira
says they play tough but fair.  “We are an aggres-
sive team that plays with passion. 

But no one is stepping on the pitch with a gun
or a stick,” said Madureira, who has a masters
degree, as he lay stretched out on a massage
table before a home game gainst Candal, the first
team that agreed to play Canelas in over two
months.  “In the beginning we just wanted to
score some points, now we want to be promoted
because no one wants to play against us,” said
the 41-year-old.  If Canelas win the league they
will have a chance to enter a playoff to enter the
third tier, where they could play in the
Portuguese Cup-potentially against FC Porto.

CORRIDOR OF DEATH 
“Having ultras among us magnifies our repu-

tation as a violent team, when this is not the
case,” added Canelas president Bruno Canastro.

At the bar of Canelas’ modest stadium the players
joked around with each other before greeting
members of the opposing team in a relaxed
atmosphere.  “ The idea of for feiting never
crossed our minds. They are not more violent
than others,” said Candal president Alberto
Ribeiro.  Canelas striker Marco Goncalves, whose
huge biceps bulged under his tight t-shirt, joked
about the club’s bad reputation.

“This is the corridor of death for our adver-
saries,” he said pointing to the dark tunnel that
leads to Canelas’ pitch. The grass of the field was
in top shape since it has only been used for three
matches so far this season. About 300 supporters
watched from ageing stands as Canelas were
defeated 2-0, in a match where their opponents
outran them and showed they had more tech-
nique. Exhausted after their first match in over
two months, the Canelas players walked deject-
edly to their dressing room. Canastro, the club’s
president, said he was “disappointed but proud”
and stressed his side is not violent.

“In the images on YouTube, you see only two or
three players lose their cool. A big deal was made
out of five minutes from a whole season,” he said.
“But there is an advantage to all of this. Canelas in
the only amateur club in Portugal, maybe in the
world, with a global reputation.” — AFP

Portuguese ‘thugs’ top amateur league

NEWARK: The Buffalo Sabres warm up around Robin Lehner #40 prior to the game against the New Jersey Devils at Prudential Center on
Monday in Newark, New Jersey. The New Jersey Devils defeated the Buffalo Sabres 2-1. — AFP
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LONDON: Canada’s Denis Shapovalov has
been fined for hitting the umpire with the
ball during his country’s Davis Cup tie
against Great Britain, the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) announced on
Monday.  Shapovalov, 17, was disqualified
after striking chair umpire Arnaud Gabas in
the eye with the ball in Ottawa on Sunday,
gifting singles opponent Kyle Edmund a
victory that gave Britain a 3-2 win.

The ITF fined Shapovalov $7,000 (6,520
euros), rather than the maximum $10,000,
after accepting he had not intentionally
struck Gabas after smacking a ball off the
court in frustration at losing a point.

In a statement published on his Twitter
account before the fine was announced,
Shapovalov wrote: “There is no excuse for
this behaviour and I take full responsibility
for my action. “I’m very sorry to Mr Gabas,
to whom I apologised in person. Very sorry
for letting my Davis Cup team-mates down

and for letting my country down.  “I apolo-
gise to all the tennis fans, to my supporters
and my sponsors. I feel ashamed of my
unprofessional behaviour and will accept
any consequences as a result of my action.”

Israel-born Shapovalov was trailing
Edmund 6-3, 6-4, 2-1 in the decisive World
Group first-round tie when the incident
happened.  French umpire Arnaud Gabas
was taken to hospital in Ottawa as a pre-
caution after being left with bruising and
swelling around his left eye, but no serious
damage was found.  Britain will play France
in the quarter-finals in April. Gabas says he
was lucky to avoid serious injury after
being hit in the face by a ball smashed by
Canada’s Denis Shapovalov. Shapovalov,
17, handed Britain the Davis Cup tie when
he was disqualified against Kyle Edmund
on Sunday for bashing the ball in frustra-
tion and inadvertently catching Gabas in
the eye. Gabas was taken to hospital in
Ottawa as a precaution after being left with
bruising and swelling around his left eye.
No serious damage was found, but Gabas
insisted the incident could have been a lot
worse. “I came off the court looking like
Rocky Balboa,” Gabas was quoted as saying
by Sky Sports. “The video is quite shocking
to look at. We have to avoid some balls dur-
ing the season but this one I had no
chance. “I feel quite lucky it wasn’t worse.
Players can be a bit crazy these days.  “I
could see he was angry and that some-
thing was coming but I never thought he
would hit me.”

The International Tennis Federation fined
Shapovalov $7,000 (6,500 euros), rather
than the maximum $10,000, after accepting
he had not intentionally struck Gabas after
smacking a ball off the court in anger at los-
ing a point.  Gabas said Israel-born
Shapovalov, the junior Wimbledon champi-
on, apologised for his actions. “He was
remorseful and shocked when he came to
apologise,” he said. “At the moment I’m OK,
I’m on painkillers but I have an appointment
to see a specialist when I get home.” — AFP

Shapovalov fined $7,000 

over umpire strike

KUALA LUMPUR: US Masters champion
Danny Willett yesterday said he hoped his
“hero” Tiger Woods could get back to full fit-
ness after injury halted his latest comeback.
Willett warned that age was not on the side
of the 14-time major-winner, who pulled
out of last week’s Dubai Desert Classic with
a back spasm after the first round.

“He (Tiger) knows what he can do and
how good he’s been,” Willett said ahead of
Malaysia’s Maybank Championship, which
starts on Thursday.  “Unfortunately he’s 41
now, and golf is not a good game for your
body at that age. It takes a toll when you
have travelled as much as he has around
the world, it’s difficult to deal with.”

“Hopefully he can stay fit, and get his
swing to work to his fitness levels,” added
Willett. Concerns remain high over the fit-

ness of Woods, who only returned to action
in December after a 16-month absence.
Willett, who also suffers from a back prob-
lem, said he wanted Woods competing
again.  “For myself and the other guys, he
was the hero growing up when he was win-
ning all those majors. Now he’s back, and
he’s back playing,” said the Englishman.

“I hope that he stays fit and can get back
to competing again, because that’s where
everyone wants to see him at. “Every time
he’s back, the whole event has got a different
buzz about it. It’s good to have him back.”
Besides 15th-ranked Willett, South Africa’s
Charl Schwartzel, Spain’s Rafa Cabrera Bello
and defending champion Marcus Fraser of
Australia are also playing the $3 million
Championship at Kuala Lumpur’s Saujana
Golf and Country Club. — AFP

OTTAWA: Umpire Arnaud Gabas, of France,
declares the match forfeited after being
hit in the eye by a ball fired by Canada’s
Denis Shapovalov during a Davis Cup
World Group tie tennis match between
Shapovalov and Britain’s Kyle Edmund in
Ottawa, Ontario. — AP

Willett hopes ‘hero’ 

Tiger can roar again

Tiger Woods


