
MILAN: Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri
warned against throwing the three points won
against Inter “into the sea” ahead of the Serie A
leaders’ visit to relegation-haunted Crotone yes-
terday. Juventus, bidding for a record sixth con-
secutive Serie A crown, stretched their lead at the
top to six points over Napoli with a hard-fought
1-0 win over Inter Milan in Turin on Sunday.

Although Roma can reclaim second spot to
sit four points behind Juve with a home win
against Fiorentina later, the Old Lady is firmly in
the driving seat.

Their fixture at Crotone was postponed due
to the Italian Super Cup final against AC Milan in
December. Ahead of a game that could see
Napoli and Roma fall further out of contention,
Allegri said only a win will do.

“There’s only one result we’re looking for, oth-
erwise it would be like throwing the three points
we won against Inter into the sea,” Allegri told
media in Turin yesterday.

“Crotone lose a lot of points late on in games,
that means they’re a balanced side who are diffi-
cult to break down. If we don’t approach this
game the right way, it will be difficult to win it.”

Allegri is set to retain the attack-minded 4-2-
3-1 formation that has paid off of late but will
ring the changes for Crotone, who sit second
from bottom of the table nine points from safe-
ty. Defender Giorgio Chiellini (fatigue) and
Claudio Marchisio (back) are both set to be rest-

ed while Croatian starlet Marko Pjaca is given a
rare start up front.

Fit-again Dani Alves is set to return in place of
Swiss defender Stephan Lichtsteiner while
Chiellini’s absence should give Daniele Rugani a
starting place.

Even if Roma wins, Juve will move seven
points clear of the capital club if they beat
Crotone. But Allegri added: “It would increase
our lead, but there’s a long way to go in the

championship.” AC Milan beat Juventus to win
the Super Cup and play their catch-up fixture at
Bologna today. Vincenzo Montella’s men suf-
fered a third straight defeat Sunday with a 1-0
San Siro loss to Sampdoria, dropping to eighth
at 17 points off the pace. 

Bologna welcome the Rossoneri desperate to
make amends for a 7-1 home rout by Napoli on
Saturday that left Roberto Donadoni’s men in
13th place. — AFP
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MILAN: Two cars belonging to the president
of Serie A strugglers Pescara were set alight
in an arson attack blamed yesterday on hard-
line “ultra” fans upset at the club’s poor form.
President Daniele Sebastiani said he planned
to quit the crisis club after a Smart car and an
SUV were torched, according to reports.
Police were alerted by neighbours who saw
one of the vehicles engulfed in flames.  Serie
A condemned the “indescribable acts of vio-
lence” and Sebastiani said he had “had

enough” and would quit at the end of the
season, according to Il Centro newspaper.  

“We hope those responsible are brought
to justice as soon as possible.  Intimidation
or violence is not to be tolerated, especially
by a president who has always run his club
with immense passion and commitment,”
said a league statement.

Police in Pescara are studying closed cir-
cuit television cameras near the scene fol-
lowing the incident. Pescara, promoted to

Italy’s top flight this season, have struggled
to climb their way out of the relegation zone
since the start of the campaign.  Sebastiani
offered to resign last week to spare coach
Massimo Oddo the axe and on Tuesday went
a step further. “That’s it, I’ve had enough,” he
was reported as saying by Il Centro. “I will
leave the club at the end of the season.”

It is not the first time fans have gone to
extreme measures to express their ire at
Oddo’s side, who sit bottom of the table on

nine points with just one win and six draws
from 23 games. Graffiti insulting Sebastiani
appeared on the walls of the club’s Adriatico
stadium on Monday following a 6-2 ham-
mering by Lazio.  Pescara have shipped a
league-leading tally of 50 goals so far and
are 13 points from the safety zone.

Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri, who
had a two-season spell as a player with
Pescara in 1991-1993, helping the minnows
to Serie A promotion in 1992, said the inci-

dent had left him in disbelief. “It’s quite
unbelievable,” he said.

“These things shouldn’t happen in the
world of football, because winning games
isn’t easy, staying up in Serie A isn’t easy.
“Pescara is a civilised place, the club are hav-
ing a tough time but even if they’re relegat-
ed they can bounce back immediately. “They
can do better. I have links with Pescara and I
would like to see them somewhere else in
the table.” — AFP

Angry Pescara ultras torch president’s cars

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Alaves v Vigo 23:00
beIN SPORTS 

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Crotone v Juventus 20:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Bologna v Milan 22:45
beIN SPORTS 

FRENCH LEAGUE
Metz v Dijon 21:00
beIN SPORTS 

Lyonnais v Nancy Lorraine 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Bastia v Nantes 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Lorient v Toulouse 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Nice v Saint Etienne 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Angers v Stade Rennes 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Marseille v Guingamp 23:00
beIN SPORTS

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: Claudio Ranieri was told he is safe from
the sack yesterday as the Thai owners of strug-
gling champions Leicester pledged their “unwa-
vering support” to the under-fire manager.
Ranieri’s side are just one point above the relega-
tion zone after Sunday’s 3-0 defeat to Manchester
United and speculation had mounted that the
Italian was on the brink of being dismissed.

But amid reports Ranieri has lost his players’
backing due to his confusing tactics and selec-
tions, Leicester’s owners have tried to ease the
crisis by making it clear they still believe in the
man who led the Foxes to an improbable Premier
League title triumph last season.  “In light of
recent speculation, Leicester City Football Club
would like to make absolutely clear its unwaver-
ing support for its first-team manager Claudio
Ranieri,” a statement on the club’s website read.
“While there is a collective appreciation from
everyone at the club that recent form needs to
improve, the unprecedented success achieved in
recent seasons has been based firmly on stability,
togetherness and determination to overcome
even the greatest of challenges.  

“The entire club is and will remain united
behind its manager and behind its players, col-
lectively and firmly focused on the challenges
ahead.” With an FA Cup fourth-round replay
against second-tier Derby at the King Power
Stadium looming on Wednesday, Ranieri will
welcome the vote of confidence.  But an embar-
rassing defeat to their local rivals would put the
pressure back on Ranieri, whose team have lost
their last four league matches and face a crucial
clash at fellow strugglers Swansea on Sunday.

FALL FROM GRACE 
“I know the views of the chairman. Maybe he

wanted to stop all the speculation. I didn’t ask
them to do this. I knew what the chairman was
thinking,” Ranieri said at a press conference that

took place soon after the statement was
released. “I understand football. You have to do
your job and I have to do my job.  When you win
three matches you are ‘God’, when you lose three
you are not.  “This is not a crisis. When you aren’t
winning you lose confidence, it is normal.” 

Asked about a report that Ranieri had
replaced chicken burgers with pasta in the
Leicester players’ training ground canteen as
punishment for their poor form, the 65-year-old
laughed off the story and insisted he retained
the squad’s support.

“Never have I seen a chicken burger, only
deep fried chicken. It’s fantastic. I don’t like pas-
ta,” he said. “The dressing room is fantastic. We
try to do our best, but this season everything is
wrong. “The relationship is the same as last sea-

son. I speak the same English and they under-
stand me.” Leicester have won only once in their
last nine league games, have yet to score a
league goal in 2017 and have mustered just five
league victories all season. It is a remarkable fall
from grace for the club that captivated fans
around the world with their title heroics.

“For me it is important to try the right solu-
tion for my players, that’s it,” Ranieri added. “This
club, these players came from the bottom to win
a title. They made all the steps and for this rea-
son I am very confident.  “Never before in my
career did I win a title. I can say thank you all my
life to the players.

“These players are warriors. They have already
lived this situation. They know the problem, they
know the enemy.” — AFP

Leicester owners back 
under-fire Ranieri

Claudio Ranieri

Don’t throw Inter points 
away, Allegri warns Juve

TURIN: Juventus’ supporters wave flags during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Inter Milan on Feb 5 at the Juventus Stadium in
Turin, in which Juventus defeated Inter 1-0. Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri warned against throwing the three points won against Inter
“into the sea” ahead of the Serie A leaders’ visit to relegation-haunted Crotone yesterday. — AFP

PARIS: Monaco coach Leonardo Jardim
said his free-scoring side must cope with
building pressure after opening up a three-
point lead over their title rivals in the hunt
for a first Ligue 1 crown since 2000.

Radamel Falcao scored twice as Monaco
outclassed Nice 3-0 on Saturday to pull
clear of their Cote d’Azur rivals at the top,
with reigning champions Paris Saint-
Germain also three points behind.

“It’s harder to hold on to first place than
to chase it down,” said Jardim ahead of a
trip to Montpellier. “I’m very focused on
ourselves, that’s the most important thing.
We’re working to be ready match after
match. You can’t think about the others.
We’re in first and our aim is to keep hold of
it.” Monaco remain alive in four competi-
tions, having already qualified for April’s
League Cup final against PSG, and face
Manchester City in a fortnight’s time in the
Champions League last 16.

They also hit the 100 goal plateau for
the season at the weekend while Falcao’s
return to form is a notable factor behind
Monaco’s emergence as a genuine threat to
PSG’s four-year reign.

“He’s a top class player. My staff and I
have put together a way of managing him
so he can rediscover his form, but the quali-
ty has always been there,” Jardim said fol-
lowing the win over Nice.

BARCELONA ON THE HORIZON 
PSG left it late before securing a 3-1 win

at Dijon and next host a Lille side bolstered

by a raft of new signings in the January
transfer window. Coach Unai Emery is keen
to get attacking midfielder Angel Di Maria
and full-back Thomas Meunier back after
the pair missed Saturday’s game, while the
hope is to have goalkeeper Kevin Trapp
and holding midfielder Marco Verratti fit in
time for next week’s European clash at
home to Barcelona.

“We must progress every match and the
team’s progression is done through match-
es, by preparing well for them, playing well
and winning them,” said Emery. “It’s the
best preparation for everything.

“The tiredness is normal. When you play
lots of matches, every three days right now,
you need players to be at 100 percent. How
you look after them is very important.”

Today, Nice will look to shake off just
their  second defeat of  the season at
home to a Saint-Etienne side buoyed by a
2-0 win over bitter rivals Lyon in Sunday’s
Rhone derby. The defeat capped a dismal
week for Lyon after they were bundled
out the French Cup by Marseille, while
star striker Alexandre Lacazette hinted
his future lies elsewhere come the end of
the season.

“I think the right time has arrived. I think
this summer is the time to change the air
and see something else,” Lacazette said on
Sunday in an interview broadcast on Canal
Plus. Dimitri Payet is in line for his first start
following his controversial return to
Marseille when they take on slumping
Guingamp. — AFP

MADRID: Atletico Madrid president
Enrique Cerezo quashed rumours the La
Liga side could launch bids to bring back
Diego Costa or Sergio Aguero should
they get a transfer ban overturned.
Aguero has been dropped by
Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola for
Brazilian wonder kid Gabriel Jesus in
City’s last two outings and hinted an exit
was looming at the end of the season
after Sunday’s 2-1 win over Swansea City.  

Despite scoring 102 times in a five-
year spell at Atletico before joining City
in 2011, Cerezo criticised the Argentine
for leaving the club on bad terms.  “If he
had left in a normal and cordial manner
then there would have been no problem,
but I don’t know what happened to him,”
Cerezo told Spanish radio station Cope.

“He left on very bad terms rather than
as a hero.” By contrast, Cerezo has consis-
tently stated Atletico’s desire to bring
back Costa, who fired them to the Liga
title in 2013/14.  Atletico and the player’s
wish for a reunion was rejected last sum-
mer by Chelsea and Costa has gone on
to become a huge part of Antonio
Conte’s side’s march towards the Premier
League title with 15 goals this season.
However, there are doubts about his
future at Stamford Bridge amid reports
of a falling-out with Conte last month
and reported interest from China.  “He is
at a great club. They say he is going to
China, but I don’t see Chelsea letting him
go,” added Cerezo.

Any transfer activity for Atletico in the
summer window depends on the club

winning their appeal against a transfer
ban imposed by FIFA for unlawful signing
of foreign minors.

Atletico have already served one of
the two transfer-window bans and, hav-
ing seen cross-city rivals Real Madrid get
a similar ban reduced to one window,
Cerezo is hopeful the Court of Arbitration
for Sport will grant them a similar ruling.

“We hope they lift (the ban) and we
can sign this summer,” he added.  “We
had the same problem as Real Madrid. If
they have lifted it from them, why would-
n’t they lift it from us?”

Manchester United are meanwhile
reportedly willing to match the 100-mil-
lion-euro ($108 million) buyout clause for
top-scorer Antoine Griezmann.  Cerezo is
determined to keep him. “Every time I
see Antoine I give him a hug,” he said.

“Antoine is a fantastic player and loves
life at Atletico.” Cerezo added that
Atletico will wait for a full judgment in
the case against defender Lucas
Hernandez for domestic violence before
deciding what action to take.

Hernandez and his partner were
arrested following an incident in the ear-
ly hours of Friday morning. Neither made
a complaint against the other, but Spain’s
public prosecutor has asked for both to
be sentenced, with Hernandez facing a
seven-month prison sentence and his
partner a six-month sanction. “When the
judges have their say, we will give our
opinion and say what we have to say,”
said Cerezo. “Atletico Madrid is against
any kind of domestic violence.” — AFP

Atletico president rules 
out Costa, Aguero returns
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Monaco must handle 
spotlight, says Jardim

MONTPELLIER: Monaco’s players warm up before the French L1 football match
between Montpellier (MHSC) and Monaco (ASMFC) at the Stade de la Mosson stadi-
um in Montpellier, southern France, on Monday. — AFP


