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US superstar Madonna adopted two four-year-old
twin girls from Malawi yesterday, a court official in
Lilongwe told AFP, adding to two other children she

previously adopted from the country. Just two weeks ago,
the singer denied that she was involved in any adoption
application in Malawi after news of her court case first
emerged. "I can confirm that Madonna has been granted
an adoption order for two children," judicial spokesman
Mlenga Mvula told AFP, adding they were twins called
Esther and Stella. Madonna, who set up a charity called
Raising Malawi in the southern African nation in 2006,
adopted Malawian children David Banda in 2006 and
Mercy James in 2009.

Her publicist was not immediately available for com-
ment yesterday following the court ruling. On January 24,
the singer had appeared before Justice Fiona Mwale,
accompanied by two unidentified children and several oth-
er people, before being driven away in an SUV vehicle.
Later that day Madonna told US magazine People in a
statement that "the rumors of an adoption process are
untrue."

Rocky relations 
Madonna's charity is funding a surgical unit for children

at the Queen Elizabeth hospital in Blantyre, the commercial
hub of Malawi. The 58-year-old singer-who has previously
been embroiled in controversy in Malawi-last visited the
hospital in July, taking her two adopted Malawian children
with her. The star was stripped of VIP status by former pres-
ident Joyce Banda's government in 2013 and accused of
being "uncouth" and wanting eternal gratitude from the
country for her adoptions.

But Banda was ousted in 2014 elections and the new
president, Peter Mutharika, moved to repair relations, say-
ing "my government has always been grateful for the pas-

sion Madonna has for this country". Last July, Madonna said
she would not revive plans for a $15 million (14 million
euro) academy for girls in Malawi, which was cancelled
amid allegations of mismanagement-leading to her tiff
with Banda.

The singer, who divorced film director Guy Ritchie in
2008, now has six children. Last month, she made an unan-
nounced appearance in Washington at a rally protesting
against US President Donald Trump a day after his inaugu-
ration. Madonna had campaigned for Hillary Clinton to

become America's first woman president, and told
Billboard Magazine after the result that women had a "trib-
al inability" to accept a female president. — AFP
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Sting, Wayne Shorter

win 2017 Sweden's
Polar Music Prize

British rock star Sting and American jazz saxophonist Wayne
Shorter were yesterday awarded the 2017 Swedish Polar
Music Prize for their innovative contributions to music. The

prestigious award was founded in 1989 by Swedish pop group
ABBA's late manager and lyricist, Stig Andersson.  Previous win-
ners include artists ranging from rock and pop to classical cate-
gories such as Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, Stevie Wonder, Bjork,
Ennio Morricone and Yo-Yo Ma.  The prize honors two laureates
every year to "celebrate music in all its various forms" and "to
break down musical boundaries by bringing together people
from all the different worlds of music."

"I still maintain a childlike curiosity about music, along with a
sense that I constantly need to work at it. So to be recognized in
this way is truly meaningful," 65-year-old Sting said in a statement
released by the committee. The jury described Sting as "a true citi-
zen of the world".  "As a composer, Sting has combined classical
pop with virtuoso musicianship and an openness to all genres
and sounds from around the world," it said.  The singer of "Shape
of My Heart" and "Fields of Gold" is known for promoting human
rights through his music. In November, he performed at the
reopening of the Paris concert hall where jihadists massacred 90
people the year before. Sting won international recognition as a
member of the rock group The Police, which released its hit song
"Roxanne" in 1979 and "Don't Stand So Close To Me" the following
year. Shorter, who describes his work as "drilling for wisdom", is a
saxophonist who has worked with Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers,
Miles Davis's Second Great Quintet and Weather Report. —AFP

Sting

An Indian court has ordered filmmakers
to cut four scenes from a forthcoming
Bollywood movie after ruling that they

show lawyers in a bad light, media reports
said yesterday. India's Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) had cleared comedy-dra-
ma "Jolly LLB 2", which stars Akshay Kumar, for
release but the Bombay High Court inter-
vened, the Press Trust of India reported.  The
case is an unusual twist on censorship in the
country, where courts have instructed India's
censorship board to reinstate scenes that it
has deleted-not the other way round.    "We
had no objection with the film and gave it a
certificate. It's a movie for entertainment and
is fiction," CBFC chairman Pahlaj Nihalani told
AFP, adding that he was waiting to receive the
court's order.

"Jolly LLB 2" tells the story of an awkward
lawyer played by Kumar, who takes on a high-
profile case in a satirical look at India's legal
system.   Advocate Ajay Kumar Waghmare
filed a petition claiming that certain shots
mocked lawyers and disrespected India's judi-
cial system. He called for them to be cut and
for "LLB" (a legal degree) to be dropped from
the movie's title. The Press Trust of India
reported late on Monday that Mumbai's top

court had agreed with the petition and ruled
that the film, due for release on Friday, could
only be screened if four cuts were made.

Newspapers said these included one
showing a scared judge hiding behind a chair
and another in which Kumar's character is
seen jumping on a dais as he instructs his
client to throw a shoe at the judge. The movie
also apparently shows lawyers playing cards
and dancing in court, according to The Hindu
newspaper.  The Bombay High Court's stance
is a far cry from its ruling of June last year
when it overturned 12 cuts that the CBFC had
made to "Udta Punjab", a film depicting drug
addiction. It told the film board not to be
"over-sensitive".

India's censors have a long history of bar-
ring movies and cutting scenes, including
those deemed too racy or capable of causing
religious offence, and filmmakers accuse
them of intolerance. In 2015 the CBFC
blocked the release of a toned-down version
of "Fifty Shades of Grey" and deemed two
James Bond kissing scenes unsuitable for an
Indian audience. — AFP

Indian judges cut Bollywood

scenes poking fun at lawyers

Pakistan has banned cinemas nationwide
from screening an Indian blockbuster
movie starring a famous Pakistani

actress, a censor official said yesterday, the lat-
est media clampdown after last year's spike in
tension between the nuclear-armed neigh-
bors. The movie "Raees" has been highly antici-
pated in Pakistan, a nation of 190 million peo-
ple where Bollywood's elaborate song-and-
dance sequences are wildly popular, as it
marks the debut of actress Mahira Khan along-
side Indian superstar Shah Rukh Khan.

"Yes, the censor certificate has not been
issued to the film 'Raees' for having inappropri-
ate content," Mubashir Husain, the chairman of
Pakistan's panel of film censors, told Reuters.
Asked why the film was banned, Hussain
declined to elaborate, referring instead to
newspaper reports. Pakistan's English-lan-
guage daily, Dawn, reported that the film's
"content undermines Islam, and a specific reli-
gious sect, (while also) portraying Muslims as
criminals, wanted persons and terrorists".

Despite being bitter foes, Pakistan and
India have deep cultural similarities dating
back to before their separation at the end of
British colonial rule in 1947. Tension spiked
after Indian security forces launched a crack-
down on protests in Indian-controlled Kashmir
last July, following the killing of a young
Muslim separatist leader by security forces.
Relations worsened in September, when mili-
tants attacked an army base in Indian-con-
trolled Kashmir and killed 18 soldiers, a raid
India blamed on Pakistan.

Islamabad denied involvement, but the
diplomatic fallout and New Delhi's efforts to
isolate Pakistan internationally prompted calls
in India for a ban on Pakistani actors and
actresses in the country's giant Bollywood film
industry. Pakistani cinemas stopped screening
Indian films for 11 weeks from last September,
and government curbs still prevent cable
providers from broadcasting Indian television
channels. — Reuters

This file photo taken on April 2, 2013 shows US Pop Star Madonna (second left) sitting
with her biological and adopted children (from left to right) David Banda, Lourdes, Mercy
James, and Rocco at Mkoko Primary School, one of the schools Madonna's Raising Malawi
organization has built jointly with US organization BuildOn, during a visit in the region of
Kasungu, central Malawi. — AFP photos

This file photo taken on November 30, 2014 shows US pop superstar Madonna sitting
among Malawian children during a visit to the Mkoko Primary School, one of the schools
Madonna’s Raising Malawi organization has built jointly with US organization BuildOn in
the Kasungu District, Central Malawi.

Pakistan bans hit Bollywood 
film starring  Pakistani actress

Indian Bollywood actors Shah Rukh Khan (left), Sunny Leone (center) and Nawazuddin
Siddiqui pose for a photograph during a promotional event for the Hindi film “Raees” in
Mumbai. — AFP photos

The divisive political climate in America hung over the
Oscar nominees luncheon on Monday as Academy
Awards president Cheryl Boone Isaacs opened the gath-

ering with a call for tolerance and freedom of expression.
"Today we celebrate you, your work and your achievement,
but each and every one of us knows that there are some emp-
ty chairs in this room, which has made Academy artists
activists," Isaacs told some 160 Oscar nominees attending the
annual affair in Beverly Hills.

She was referring to artists expected to miss this year's
Academy Awards as a result of President Donald Trump's con-
troversial executive order temporarily banning citizens of seven

Muslim-majority countries from entering the United States. A
federal court has suspended the decree, for now. "There is a
struggle today over artistic freedom that feels more urgent than
at any time since the 1950s," Isaacs said to loud applause. "We
stand up in support of artists around the world, we stand up to
those who would try and limit our freedom of expression and
we stand up for this fundamental principle: That all creative
artists around the world are connected by that unbreakable
bond and more powerful than nationality and politics.

"And just as our work does not stop at borders, borders can-
not be allowed to stop any of us." Among artists affected by
Trump's travel ban are Oscar-winning Iranian director Ashghar

Farhadi, nominated for best foreign language film for "The
Salesman." Also set to miss the upcoming Oscars ceremony later
this month are the subjects of "The White Helmets," a documen-
tary about the volunteers who rescue victims in war-torn Syria.

Among the stars mingling at the casual affair on Monday
were Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone, whose romantic musical
"La La Land" is expected to sweep the board at the Oscars after
waltzing off with top honors at the Golden Globes as well as the
Producers Guild and the Directors Guild awards. French actress
Isabelle Huppert, nominated for best actress for rape-revenge
thriller "Elle," received raucous applause as she stepped up for a
class photo with fellow nominees, as did Viggo Mortensen,

nominated for best actor for "Captain Fantastic" and Viola Davis,
nominated for best supporting actress for "Fences."

Show producers Michael De Luca and Jennifer Todd urged
the nominees to keep their speeches short and concise should
they take home a golden statuette on awards night. They pre-
sented a short film starring Kate McKinnon as 1930s fictional
film star Gloria Concave offering hilarious tips on the dos and
don'ts on the big night. The 89th Academy Awards will be held
on February 26 in Los Angeles. — AFP

'Art has no borders, no color, no creed': Oscars president

Actor/filmmaker Denzel
Washington arrives for the 89th
Annual Academy Awards
Nominee Luncheon.

Actress Emma Stone attends the
89th Annual Academy Awards
Nominee Luncheon at The
Beverly Hilton Hotel.

AMPAS President Cheryl Boone Isaacs (left)
and AMPAS CEO Dawn Hudson attend the
89th Annual Academy Awards Nominee
Luncheon at The Beverly Hilton Hotel in
Beverly Hills, California. — AFP photos 

Actor Jeff Bridges and Susan Bridges arrive
for the 89th Annual Academy Awards
Nominee Luncheon.

(Rear from left to right) Documentary filmmaker Dan Krauss, actor Ryan
Gosling, Lyricists Benj Pasek and (front, left to right) Guy Hendrix Dyas,
actress Nicole Kidman, actor Dev Patel and Director Mel Gibson attend
the 89th Annual Academy Awards Nominee Luncheon.


