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KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary for
Public Health at the Ministry of Health
(MOH) Dr Majida Al-Qattan said all med-
ical tests done on people who came in
contact with a female teacher found
infected with tuberculosis (TB) in Ahmadi
came negative. Qattan added that the
teacher had been hospitalized for three
weeks and is now completing her treat-
ment at home and enjoying good health.
Qattan further mentioned a case of
another female teacher who was suffering
from non-infectious tuberculosis meningi-
tis and who died in 2016. MOH released a
statement later to clarify Qattan’s com-
ments which had caused confusion after
she was misquoted in social media as say-

ing that the teacher recently discovered
to be infected with tuberculosis had died.
It confirmed that the fatal case happened
last year, in which the victim passed away
while receiving treatment outside Kuwait
last December.

10,000 patients
In other news, former head of Kuwait’s

office in Germany Dr Suleiman Al-Harbash
said that although the office had to deal
with over 10,000 Kuwaiti patients in 2015
and 2016, it is being criticized for delaying
its bills. As health attache and head of the
office in that period, Harbash explained that
some documents were sent to the ministry
late, and that he completed all documents
up to the beginning of 2016 before con-
cluding his tenure. He said the large number

of patients was beyond the office’s capacity
of serving 400 patients at a time, which led
to the delay because of the office was
understaffed of qualified accountants.
Harbash described accusations pointed at
him of wasting or violating public funds as
laughable, untrue and driven by personal
motives and a wish to defame even his fam-
ily by questioning the credibility of those
who exposed real corruption.

Uncollected debts
Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmed

Al-Manfouhi said accumulation of uncol-
lected debts happens for reasons out of
the municipality’s control. Speaking in
response to inquiries made by Municipal
Council member Fahd Al-Sane about
what he described as ‘corruption concern-

ing uncollected debts’,  Manfouhi
explained that such accusations could be
made if an executive body neglected
doing its duties to protect public funds.
Manfouhi said the government’s uncol-
lected debts usually accumulated
because of companies’ violation of the
contracts of investing in hoardings and
banners, which results in fining them, and
the delay in paying the fees plus the fines.
He also said that one of the reasons was
the debts of some employees concerning
deduction of social allowances and schol-
arships for non-deserving employees after
they already get them. Manfouhi also
stressed that long litigation periods that
can go on for years before a sentence is
passed are also a main reason for accumu-
lation of debts. 

Tenders role
The Ministry of Commerce and

Industry urged the Finance Ministry to
cooperate on putting the public tenders
law into practice, especially in terms of
purchases made by government bodies. 

Prostitutes arrested
Vice police arrested 17 female expats

of various Asian nationalities in separate
cases for engaging in prostitution, said
security sources. The sources explained
that the suspects include two Chinese
women arrested in Salmiya, where they
charged clients KD 80-100. The sources
added that by tracking a social media ad
about offering ‘sex services,’ a group of 15
Asian women were arrested. All suspects
are awaiting deportation.

Ministry clarifies reports on TB patient’s death

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s ‘Al-Dabdaba’ solar plant,
expected to be completed in the fiscal year
2020/2021, will produce around 15 percent of
the oil sector’s power consumption, Minster of
Oil Essam Al-Marzouq said yesterday.

In a speech to open Kuwait’s International
Health Safety and Environment (KIHSE)
Conference and Exhibition, Marzouq, who is also
Minister of Electricity and Water, said that the
solar plant will help reduce carbon emissions by
1.3 million tons yearly.

Moreover, he noted that the project fits into
national strategies to rely on renewable energy
and promote environment conservation, adding
that the use of renewable energy requires sup-
port of sustained development in the country.

On the conference, the Minister of Oil said it
will tackle solutions to environmental chal-
lenges, against the backdrop of plummeting oil
prices, noting that oil production methods in
Kuwait strictly adhere to environment safety
procedures.

Marzouq added that Kuwait is eager to invest
in highly efficient energy sources with minimal
carbon content, which highlights the need to
invest in projects dealing with renewable energy
and petrochemicals locally and abroad. He also
pointed out that Kuwait is always on the lookout
for new energy sources to meet the country’s
increasing power needs.

Production
Meanwhile, CEO of Kuwait Oil Company

(KOC) Jamal Jaafar said that Kuwait’s total oil
production has reached around 2.75 million bar-
rels per day (bpd).  In a statement to the press on
the sidelines of conference, Jaafar underscored
Kuwait’s commitment to an OPEC deal to cut oil
output, which has no bearing on production.

On Kuwait’s production of natural gas, he

revealed that free gas output totals out to be
180 million cubic feet per day, while production
of associated gas is at 40 million cubic feet per
day for every 100,000 barrels. 

The KOC official noted that the company is
eyeing a boom in natural gas production to
around 800 or 900 million cubic feet per day,
adding that KOC’s production capacity amounts
to 3.1 million bpd.

Moreover, Jaafar said that the company has
launched a plethora of monumental projects
that aim to ratchet up production capacity, all of
which are environment-friendly.

Free gas
On a related note, Marzouq said that free gas

production remains one of Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation’s (KPC) top priorities. Speaking to
journalists on the sidelines of the conference, the
Minister said that KOC will consider an offer next
Monday dealing with measures to expedite free
gas production, adding that plans are in the
works to privatize oil projects. Meanwhile, Al-
Marzouq’s Omani counterpart Dr Mohammad Al-
Ramhi, who was in attendance at the conference,
said that OPEC’s decision to reduce oil production
is a measure to protect consumers. — KUNA

New station to generate 15 percent of
energy consumption in 2021: Minister

Oil production stands at 2.75 million bpd: KOC

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Oil Minister Essam Al-
Marzouq delivers a speech during the Kuwait
International Health, Safety and Environment
(HSE) conference yesterday. — Photos by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Omani Oil and Gas Minister Dr
Mohammad Al-Ramhi delivers a speech
during the Kuwait International Health,
Safety and Environment (HSE) conference
yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A file photo for a previous activity organized by the Kuwait Motor Sports Club.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Jaber Al-Ahmad Circuit on the
6th Ring Road is hosting the 11th Jaber Al-
Ahmad Championship for Cars and
Motorcycles, organized by the Kuwait
Motorsports Club. The event will be held on
Feb 16, 17 and 18, and attendance to all
activities is free of charge. “This champi-
onship is organized annually. This year is
very unique, as we have a special perform-
ance by a professional freestyle MX
motocross team from Europe. They will
present the show on Thursday and Friday at
9:00 pm at Jaber arena, with live coverage
by KT V3,” Sheikh Ahmad Al-Dawood,
President of Kuwait Motorsports Club, told
Kuwait Times.   

A drift show, meeting point expo, kart-

ing and a live music performance will be
held during the event. Local and interna-
tional drivers will show their talent and
skills in drifting. 

On Friday, a band from Yemen will per-
form at 6:30 pm, and on Saturday, an Indian
band will perform at the same time. Visitors
can also try their skills in karting and partic-
ipate in the races by registering at the ven-
ue free of charge. Around 30 booths selling
food, beverages, merchandise, accessories
and other stuff will be available during the
three-day festival. 

“I invite all people to come and visit the
festival with their families, as we have
activities for all ages and categories. The
venue can welcome up to 6,000 people, so
don’t miss these great activities,” Sheikh
Ahmad said.

11th Jaber Al-Ahmad
Championship for Cars and 
Motorcycles opens today

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR)
Faisal Al-Hasawi said the authority will continue
supporting productive Kuwaiti farmers and pro-
vide them with all their needs. Speaking to
reporters after receiving a delegation from Kuwait
Farmers Association represented by the newly-
elected board of directors headed by Barrak Fahd
Al-Sabeeh, Hasawi said both sides discussed the
problems of subsidies and distribution of produce.
Hasawi added that the Municipality allowed out-
lets to be opened to sell national agricultural
products in a number of PAAAFR parks in all
Kuwaiti areas. 

Hasawi added that he made an agreement to
hold a weekly meeting with the association to dis-
cuss various problems. Sabeeh highly commended
PAAAFR’s cooperation and understanding of the

problems faced at both Wafra and Abdaly farms. 

Technical disputes
Minister of Public Works Abdulrahman Al-

Mutawwa started efforts to resume work at the
Sixth Ring Road intersections project leading into
new residential areas to the west of Jleeb Al-
Shuyiukh, after a legal dispute with the contrac-
tors was resolved. Mutawwa stressed the need to
accelerate resuming the project and resolve the
problems it faced while protecting the ministry’s
rights, especially since the project has been halted
for around four years. Notably, the project had
been halted because of some technical and con-
tracting disputes with the contractor that had to
be taken to court. 

E-services
Assistant undersecretary for information tech-

nology affairs at the Central Statistical Comission

(CSC) Ahmed Khalifa Al-Abduljaleel announced
that according to law number 20/2014 pertaining
electronic transactions, CSC has experimentally
started providing packages of e-services on its
website and through smartphone applications
pending officially launching them and using e-sig-
natures in all forms for over 55 bodies.  Abduljaleel
said CSC is receiving Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) employees in February to file in
their e-signature forms to be used later in highly
secured e-transactions. He added that the same is
in progress for CSC employees, and that e-signa-
tures are electronic certificates to be loaded on cit-
izens’ and expats’ smart civil IDs, so that they could
be used at various Kuwaiti and GCC bodies.
Abduljaleel also said that employees would have
to memorize their PIN codes to have access to the
system and stressed that these codes should be
kept secret. He also noted that lost civil IDs should
be reported to avoid legal accountability.  

Farmers allowed to
sell products at parks

KUWAIT: It is imperative that accountants and
auditors remain aware of legislative develop-
ments in Kuwait, given the rapid change in
that sector,  Minister of Commerce and
Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan said yesterday.

In a speech to open the fifth conference on
accounting and auditing, Roudhan, who is also

Minister of State for Youth Affairs, said that the
global financial crisis has led to the reevaluation
of plans dealing with credit ratings. Moreover, he
spoke of the need to establish solid inspection
apparatuses that would help increase trans-
parency in financial transactions, adding that His
Highness the Amir’s vision of transforming

Kuwait into a financial and commercial hub
should come to fruition. He also highlighted the
significance of a wide range of services to cope
with constant change in the legislative sector,
noting that Kuwait should curb its reliance on oil
revenues, which in turn, will help create a more
vibrant economic environment. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, alongside an accompanying delegation,
left for Belgium yesterday to attend a meeting of
defense ministers of the international coalition to
combat the so-called Islamic State (IS).

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled’s delegation
includes Army Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence
and Security, Major General Abdulrahman Al-
Hadhoud, Army Deputy Chief of Staff for planning

Major General Ahmad Abdulwahab Al-Amiri, and
Director of Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled’s Office
Sheikh Rakan Salem Al-Sabah.

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled and his delega-
tion were seen off at the airport by Army Chief of
Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Khaled Al-
Kheder, Defense Ministry’s Undersecretary Jassar
Al-Jassar, Deputy Chief of Staff Lieutenant General
Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah, and a number of
senior army officers.  — KUNA

Commerce Minister underlines need
to keep abreast of legislative changes

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan (right) attends the conference. — KUNA

Defense Minister heads to Belgium
to attend int’l coalition meeting

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah leaves for Belgium yesterday. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Detectives solved the mystery behind the
stab-murder of a woman who was found dead at her
residence in Yarmouk on Feb 12, 2017. They discov-
ered that her nephew, who reportedly committed sui-
cide on the same day, had killed her before ending his
life. Detectives inspected footage taken by cameras in
front of the victim’s house which showed her nephew,
a fireman, committing the crime. They were also sure
that the fire officer called the victim before going to
her house and had a dispute with her. Information
further revealed that the officer was not married, suf-
fered psychological problems lately, and was absent
from his work for a few days. Police found narcotics
when they searched his apartment as well. DNA tests
for traces found on the murder weapon also matched
samples taken from the victim and her nephew, the
Interior Ministry said in a statement yesterday.

Forgery
Residency detectives arrested a mandoub (com-

pany representative) and a typist for forging labor-
related transactions issued by a state department
and altering the type of profession written there to
facilitate receiving driver’s licenses. They carried out
the forgery in exchange of amounts ranging from KD

500 to KD 800 per transaction. Tips received from
undercover sources were verified after data on the
transactions were checked and discovered to be not
matching with those in the labor database. Official
departments were asked about the stamps and sig-
natures on the transactions, and they said that they
were not aware of them. The suspects were identi-
fied, arrested and sent to concerned authorities.

Camping violations
Public Relations Department at Kuwait

Municipality said a campaign carried out recently in
Mubarakiya and Shuwaikh resulted in issuing 51 cita-
tions. Director of Inspection and Municipality
Services Department Imam Al-Kandari said the viola-
tions varied between expired health licenses, hiring
workers without obtaining a health certificate, failure
to comply with hygiene standards, using spoiled
food material and dealing with food stuff before
receiving proper health licenses. Meanwhile, Kuwait
Municipality announced that spring camps commit-
tee’s report until Jan 2017 showed that 348 camps
were removed for violating municipality rules. The
report said, the number of warnings issued since the
start of camping season was as follows: 424 in Jahra,
123 in Farwaniya, 53 in Ahmadi, 281 camps in Jahra,
35 in Farwaniya and 32 in Ahmadi. 

Fireman kills aunt,
commits suicide


