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PUTRAJAYA: A hospital van is escorted by a police vehicle as it leaves the hospital forensic department in Putrajaya, Malaysia yesterday. Kim Jong Nam, 46, was targeted Monday, Feb. 14, 2017, in a shopping concourse at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport, Malaysia, and died on the way to the hospital, according to a Malaysian government official. —AP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian police probing
the killing of the half-brother of North Korea’s
leader arrested a woman yesterday as they
tried to unravel a Cold War-style assassination
the South said was carried out by
Pyongyang’s agents. As Seoul pointed the fin-
ger at poison-wielding female spies from
North of their shared border, police in Kuala
Lumpur said they were holding a woman
with a Vietnamese passport. Her arrest came
around 24 hours after news broke of the
death of Kim Jong-Nam, the elder sibling of
North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un, with
reports saying female assassins had sprayed
toxins in his face at Kuala Lumpur
International Airport.

CCTV images that emerged in Malaysian
media, purportedly of one of the suspects,
showed an Asian woman wearing a white top
with the letters “LOL” emblazoned on the
front. Malaysian police chief Khalid Abu Bakar
said 28-year-old Doan Thi Huong was arrest-
ed at the airport yesterday morning - two
days after the killing. The suspect was “posi-
tively identified from the CCTV footage at the

airport and was alone at the time of arrest,”
Khalid said in a statement.  

Meanwhile, pathologists in the Malaysian
capital examined the body for clues as to how
he died, in a killing that has echoes of Soviet-
era spycraft. If confirmed, the assassination,
which analysts said could have been ordered
over reports he was readying to defect, would
be the highest-profile death on Kim Jong-Un’s
watch since the 2013 execution of his uncle,
Jang Song-Thaek, in a country with a long
record of meting out brutal deaths.

It emerged yesterday that Jong-Nam had
pleaded with his younger brother for his life
to be spared after an earlier assassination
attempt. “Jong-Nam in April 2012 sent a letter
to Jong-Un saying ‘Please spare me and my
family,’” Kim Byung-Kee, a member of South
Korea’s parliamentary intelligence committee,
told reporters. Cheong Seong-Chang of the
independent Sejong Institute in Seoul said
the assassination was “unthinkable without a
direct order or approval from Kim Jong-Un
himself”.  His killing was likely motivated by a
recent news report that Kim Jong-Nam had

sought to defect to the EU, the US or South
Korea as far back as in 2012, he said.

South Korea’s spy chief Lee Byung-Ho said
the two women struck on Monday morning
as Kim was readying to board a flight to
Macau where he has spent many years in
exile. Malaysian police said Kim, a portly 45-
year-old, was walking through the departure
hall when he was attacked. “He told the
receptionist... someone had grabbed his face
from behind and splashed some liquid on
him,” Selangor state’s criminal investigation
chief Fadzil Ahmat was reported as saying by
Malaysia’s The Star newspaper.

“He asked for help and was immediately
sent to the airport’s clinic. At this point, he
was experiencing headache and was on the
verge of passing out,” said Fadzil. “At the clinic,
the victim experienced a mild seizure. He was
put into an ambulance and was being taken
to the Putrajaya Hospital when he was pro-
nounced dead.” An autopsy at Kuala Lumpur
Hospital’s forensics department was complet-
ed by yesterday evening, Selangor Police
Chief Abdul Samah Mat told AFP, but said no

results had yet been issued by the hospital. A
black Jaguar sedan bearing the North Korean
flag was seen outside the department, and
four officials wearing flag pins were observed
within the forensics compound. The officials
left the department around 8 pm (1200 GMT)
without commenting to reporters. No party
had yet laid claim to the body, Abdul Samah
said. “As for now the body will be kept at the
Kuala Lumpur morgue.”

Three sources told Reuters the North
Korean officials spent hours trying to talk
Malaysia out of conducting the autopsy.
Malaysian authorities refused the request, said
the sources, all Malaysian government offi-
cials. The body of Kim Jong-Nam was taken in
the morning to the hospital for investigations
into his mysterious death. North Korean
embassy officials followed, and were there so
long that they ordered a meal from KFC,
reporters at the hospital said. Journalists at
the hospital said North Korea’s ambassador to
Malaysia, Kang Chol, and colleagues arrived at
the hospital in the early afternoon and
remained there into the evening. —Agencies 
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SEOUL: If North Korean agents are responsible for the
assassination of Kim Jong-Nam, the estranged half-
brother of North Korea’s leader, it would be the latest in
a long line of targeted killings by the isolated state.
Kim, whose younger brother Kim Jong-Un has ruled
North Korea since the death of their father in December
2011, died after reportedly being poisoned by two
female agents at Kuala Lumpur International Airport on
Monday.  Here are some other fatal attacks carried out
by North Korea on foreign territory.

1968 Blue House assault 
At the height of the Cold War, a team of 31 comman-

dos were sent from Pyongyang to assassinate then South
Korean president Park Chung-Hee. They were stopped
some 100 meters (330 feet) away from the presidential
Blue House. Gunfights erupted and more than 90 South
Koreans were killed including many civilians on a bus.
Only two of the 31 commandos survived, one fled to the
North and one was captured.

1974 presidential attempt
In 1974, Park, late father of the current South Korean

president Park Geun-Hye, survived another assassina-
tion attempt.A pro-Pyongyang Korean living in Japan,
Mun Se-Gwang, opened fire with a revolver while Park
was delivering a speech. He missed Park but killed Park’s
wife Yuk Young-Soo. Mun was executed that year.

1983 Myanmar
North Korean undercover agents killed 21 people,

including four South Korean cabinet ministers in a
bomb attack in Yangon.A timed device planted under
the roof of the city’s Martyr’s Mausoleum was intended
to kill then South Korean president Chun Doo-Hwan. It
exploded before the president arrived, but his
entourage was badly hit. Three North Korean agents
fled the scene, one was killed and two others were cap-
tured by Burmese authorities.

1987 Korean Air 
A South Korean plane flying from Baghdad to Seoul

exploded over the Andaman Sea. All 115 people on
board were killed. The two bombers were traced to
Bahrain where a male agent committed suicide by bit-
ing a cyanide capsule hidden in a cigarette as they were
about to be taken into custody. The other agent, Kim
Hyon-Hee, was captured and brought to Seoul. She later
confessed her attack had been aimed to hamper the
1988 Seoul summer Olympics.  She was sentenced to
death but later pardoned.

1996 diplomat killing 
South Korean diplomat Choi Duk-Keun was found

bludgeoned to death in Vladivostok in 1996 in what
South Korean media said was revenge for the death of
25 North Korean submariners who died when their ves-
sel ran aground in the South during an infiltration
attempt.

1997 family affair 
Yi Han-Yong, a nephew of Jong-Nam’s mother Sung

Hye-Rim, was fatally shot in 1997 outside his home. The
two assailants were never caught. Yi had been living in
the South since his 1982 defection, where he had pub-
lished his memoir revealing details of the Kims’ private
lives. That book was believed to have been the trigger
for the assassination.—AFP 
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