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COLUMBIA: A South Carolina woman
who spent two months chained inside a
large metal container says her captor
raped her daily and bragged that he was
good at killing, claiming that his victims
tallied nearly 100. Kala Brown says she
did what she had to do to survive. “He
told me as long as I served his purpose, I
was safe,” Brown told Phillip McGraw, the
host of the television show “Dr Phil.”

It was the first time she has talked
publicly since her Nov 3 rescue, which
authorities say helped them solve seven
killings in the area dating back 13 years.
Police said Todd Kohlhepp, a real estate
agent with his own firm until his arrest,
killed Brown’s boyfriend, a couple who
had been missing nearly a year and four
people at a motorcycle shop in 2003.
Brown said she and her boyfriend had
gone to Kohlhepp’s rural property Aug
31 to help him clear some underbrush.
She’d cleaned houses for him previously
to prepare them for sale. After the cou-
ple followed him to a two-story garage
on the 95-acre property in Spartanburg
County, Kohlhepp handed them hedge
clippers and bottles of water. He said he
needed to get something inside and
came out shooting, Brown said.

He shot Charles Carver three times in
the chest, she said. He gagged Brown
and handcuffed her ankles and wrists.
Kohlhepp took her to a “pitch black,” 30-
foot-long storage container nearby,
chained her by the neck in a back corner
and raped her, she said.  He “let me
know that if I tried to run, he’d kill me. If I
tried to hurt him, he’d kill me. If I fought
back, he would kill me. And then he
raped me,” Brown said in episodes that
aired this week. “He would rape me
twice a day, every day.” The days evolved

into a pattern, she said. He took her to
the garage twice a day, where she ate,
used the bathroom and was allowed to
bathe every other day using a washcloth
and a small plastic bowl of water. But
she was never unchained, she said. 

“He would put more chains on
before he took other chains off,” she
said.  Kohlhepp, 45, faces murder, kid-
napping and weapons charges. He is
not charged with sexual assault.
Spokesmen for the sheriff and prosecu-
tor declined to address the rape allega-
tions or whether more charges are
forthcoming. His attorney did not
return messages.  The Associated Press
normally does not identify victims of
sexual assault but is naming Brown
after she publicly identified herself.

The day after her rescue, investigators
found Carver’s body in a shallow grave
on Kohlhepp’s property. Brought to the
site in handcuffs, Kohlhepp showed
authorities the graves of the couple
missing since December 2015. Kohlhepp
told Brown he held that woman captive,
too, before killing her.

Police said Kohlhepp acknowledged
the grisly 2003 cold case after authori-
ties granted him several requests,
including letting him speak to his moth-
er. Brown said Kohlhepp told her he
killed Carver because “it was easier to
control someone if you took someone
they loved.” She thought Kohlhepp was
infatuated with her and didn’t want to kill
her, even saying he would let her go and
give her money “if he ever got old and
sick,” she said. He explained Stockholm
syndrome, in which a hostage starts feel-
ing sympathetic toward their captor, and
said “it would kick in and we’d be happy
together.” —AP 
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BRUSSELS: US Defense Minister James Mattis (2nd left), NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (left), Netherlands’ Defense Minister Jeanine
Hennis-Plasschaert (center) and Italian Defense Minister Roberta Pinotti attend a NATO defense ministers meetings at NATO headquarters in
Brussels yesterday. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: Nervous European allies put a brave
face on the troubled debut of President Donald
Trump’s administration, expressing confidence in
US engagement with NATO as they prepared to
hear from Trump’s defense chief at talks in
Brussels yesterday. The meeting at NATO head-
quarters is seen as an opportunity for Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis to reaffirm US commitment
to European security after an election campaign
in which Trump appeared to question the value
of the alliance.

His administration was jolted again this week
by the resignation of national security adviser
Michael Flynn, who was seen in Moscow as a
leading advocate of warmer ties with Russia. But
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg dis-
missed concerns about the turmoil or US backing
for NATO. “I’m absolutely certain that the mes-
sage of this meeting will be a message of transat-
lantic unity, of the importance of that we stand
together and protect each other, and a very
strong commitment of the United States to
NATO,” he told reporters. Britain’s defense secre-
tary echoed that mantra.

“There is no uncertainty about America’s com-
mitment to NATO,” Michael Fallon told reporters

when asked about the Flynn’s resignation.
Denmark’s Claus Hjort Frederiksen said every-
thing he had heard was “calming and reassuring.”
Still, European allies are expected to privately
seek details from Mattis about Trump’s attitude
toward the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
which has guaranteed Europe’s security for
almost 70 years. Trump has deeply unsettled allies
with his contradictory remarks on NATO - calling
it “obsolete” but also voicing support - and with
his praise for Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Moscow’s 2014 annexation of Crimea,
Ukraine’s Black Sea peninsula, and its direct sup-
port for rebels in eastern Ukraine have prompt-
ed NATO to begin sending alliance troops to
Russia’s borders to deter the Kremlin from any
other moves. The White House said on Tuesday
that Trump expected Russia to hand back
Crimea to Ukraine. One senior European NATO
diplomat said allies are under no illusion that
Trump might not still undo careful diplomatic
work with a single message on Twitter. But they
would still look for his support as they try to
manage tensions with Russia. “We need to bring
the family together,” the diplomat said. “Things
have been made to feel fragile.”

Increased spending
In his debut trip to Europe as Pentagon chief,

Mattis is set to echo longstanding US calls that
European allies invest more on defense, some-
thing his predecessors under Republican and
Democratic administrations have done for years.
But experts say that message will have to be cali-
brated, because while Trump has eased off his
criticism of NATO since taking office, he has
maintained criticism of some allies for failing to
make “full and proper financial contributions.”

NATO Europe argues it is increasing defense
spending, upping outlays by $10 billion last
year. NATO defense ministers from Europe,
Canada and Turkey will also want to hear from
Mattis, who will be first to address the 27 other
defense ministers, on how the alliance can meet
Trump’s demands to do more to counter Islamic
militants. NATO says it is already active, training
troops from Afghanistan to Iraq, and cannot do
the work of police or social workers seeking out
returning foreign fighters from Syria. “We need
to be clear that the response to international
terrorism cannot be led by NATO, but it can a
part of that,” a second senior European NATO
diplomat said. — Reuters 

Nervous NATO allies put on 

a brave face for Trump era
Europe unsettled by Trump’s comments

WOODRUFF: The shipping container that an abducted woman was held in for
two months is removed from Todd Kohlhepp’s property in Woodruff, SC. — AP 


