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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (eighth from left), NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (seventh from left), and other officials pose for a group photo during the opening of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) Regional Center yesterday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat and KUNA

KUWAIT: It is imperative to bolster coopera-
tion with regional and international organiza-
tions to cope with grave threats, chiefly, the
‘scourge of terrorism,’ Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said yesterday.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled made the remarks
in a speech during the opening ceremony of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s
(NATO) Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI)
Regional Center, held under the auspices of
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who was also
in attendance.  Moreover, he spoke of Kuwait’s
firm belief in how instrumental the new cen-
ter, located in Mishref’s Diplomatic Zone, will
be in strengthening cooperation, which in
turn, will uphold global peace and security. In
his speech, the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
thanked state officials for their contributions
to such a monumental event, commending all
those involved for their “diligent efforts” to
hold the ceremony.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled not-
ed that Kuwait joined the ICI back in 2004
and ties with NATO have since blossomed to
include fields such as strategic analysis and
disaster management. He added that the
idea to initiate the ICI center came about in
2012 and was subsequently approved during
a NATO summit in May of that year, as he
touted this center as the “first of its kind” in
the region.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled highlighted a
plethora of joint activities held by NATO and
Kuwait, including conferences, meetings and
lectures, in addition to the impending forma-
tion of a special Kuwaiti delegation to NATO.

On “pervasive challenges and threats”, he
said it behooves Kuwait to step up efforts to
enhance its ties with the international com-
munity to stifle the rise of terrorism, adding
that the new center will be a Launchpad for
increased cooperation. 

Vital hub
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg

had earlier inaugurated the NATO-Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative (ICI) regional center,

saying it was designed to contribute to long-
term regional stability. “Today I am honored
to celebrate the opening of the ICI-NATO
Regional Centre. In doing so, we mark two
important milestones: A milestone in the
friendship between NATO and Kuwait; And a
milestone in the blossoming partnership
between NATO and the entire Gulf region,” he
said in his inaugural speech while opening
the ICI center in Kuwait.

He said this Centre is a historic first: NATO’s
first such presence in the Gulf region.  It will
be a vital hub for cooperation between the
Alliance and our Gulf partners, as well as with
Saudi Arabia, Oman, and the Gulf Cooperation
Council, including in our important fight
against terrorism.

He said that they will work together in a
range of different areas, including: strategic
analysis; civil emergency planning; military-
to-military cooperation.  “We owe a debt of
gratitude to Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah. So I
thank him for his leadership and steadfast
support. I also want to thank the State of
Kuwait in hosting and the people of Kuwait
for your generosity and in hosting this Centre,
for being such a strong and valued NATO

partner and for your long-standing leadership
in promoting regional security,” said the NATO
chief. Stoltenberg stressed that the partner-
ships will strengthen through this Centre are
vitally important to NATO. “Because the secu-
rity of Gulf countries is directly linked to the
security of all Allies, we face common security
threats like terrorism, weapons proliferation,
and cyber-attacks. And we share the same
aspirations for peace and for stability. So it is
essential that we work more closely together
than ever before,” he said.  “We have now
developed individual cooperation programs
with all our Gulf partners.  Because modern
security institutions and well-trained local
forces represent our best weapons in the fight
against violent extremism,” he said.  The NATO
chief said he is extremely pleased that the
three other ICI partners are represented here
today: Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates. “I am also glad to welcome the
Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation,
and the representatives from Saudi Arabia
and Oman,” he added.

Regional stability
In the meantime, Chairman of the National

Security Bureau (NSB) Sheikh Thamer Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah said that Kuwait is
steadfast in its efforts to promote regional
peace and security. Speaking during the cere-
mony, Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali noted that the
center, which was Kuwait’s brainchild, aims to
align the views of ICI member nations on var-
ious issues, through courses, lectures and
workshops to be held in the new ICI center.

On topics to be covered in courses offered
by the center, he said it includes electronic
security and crisis management, adding that
the world is rife with political and economic
conflicts with ripple effects all across the
globe. Moreover, Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali said
that conflict abounds in the Gulf region
despite an abundance of wealth, as he under-
scored the significance of closer ties between
Kuwait and NATO.

Senior officials
Other officials who attended the ceremony

included Bahraini Foreign Minister Sheikh
Khaled bin Ahmad Al-Khalifa, Former Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior

Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Secretary
General of the GCC Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid
Al-Zayani, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Khaled Suleiman Al-Jarallah, in addition to a
number of GCC and Foreign diplomats.

After Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled, and NATO’s Secretary General
Stoltenberg delivered speeches, an accord for
the establishment and operation of the ICI
center was signed between Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled and Stoltenberg. A documentary,
showcasing Kuwait’s efforts in hosting the
center, was displayed during the event.

Stoltenberg met with Sheikh Sabah Al-
K h a l e d  a f ter  h is  arr iva l  to  Kuwait  on
Monday evening.   During the meeting,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled reaffirmed keen-
ness to expand cooperation with the NATO,
adding that Kuwait’s cooperation with the
organization witnessed a turning point
when the Arab Gulf  countr y joined the
Islamic Cooperation Initiative (ICI) in 2014.
Stoltenberg thanked Kuwait for hosting the
Regional Center, commending the Arab Gulf
country’s “important and constructive” role
to security and stability at the regional and
international levels. —KUNA

Foreign Minister urges increased

efforts to fight ‘terror scourge’

ICI center vital hub for NATO-Gulf cooperation: Stoltenberg

A handout picture released by the NATO Media Library yesterday shows Kuwaiti First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah signing an
agreement with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg.

A handout picture released by the NATO Media Library yesterday shows Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (right) and Kuwaiti First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah
attend the meeting.

Members of NATO countries attend a meeting between members of the
North Atlantic Council (NAC) and the Islamic Cooperation Initiative (ICI) at
the NATO Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) Regional Center.

Representatives from NATO countries attend a meeting between members
of the North Atlantic Council (NAC) and the Islamic Cooperation Initiative
(ICI) at the NATO Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) Regional Center.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg meet with Chairman of the
National Security Bureau (NSB) Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah poses for a picture with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
following their meeting.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and Kuwaiti First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah speak as
they arrive to attend the meeting.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (right) talks with Chairman of the
National Security Bureau (NSB) Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah, during the  meeting.
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Meanwhile, Stoltenberg said
the new US administration was
“fully committed” to the Western
military alliance despite strong
criticism from President Donald
Trump. “I am absolutely certain
that President Trump and the new
US administration wil l  be ful ly
committed to NATO and to the
transatlantic  par tnership,”
Stoltenberg said. The NATO chief
also said he had received assur-
ances from both Trump and his
Defense Secretary James Mattis of
continued US suppor t  for  the
alliance.

“I spoke with President Trump
a few days after he was elected in
November  and he conveyed a
very strong message to me that
he personally was very commit-

ted to NATO and the transatlantic
partnership,” Stoltenberg said. He
said he also spoke with Mattis on
Monday, “who expressed strong
support to NATO”. “I am absolute-
ly certain that the new US admin-
istration ... will support strength-
ening NATO,” he said.

The NATO chief said he totally
agreed with Trump and Mattis that
European financial contributions
to NATO must increase. “European
allies have to spend more, have to
invest more on defense...  We have
seen some progress but there is a
long way to go,” Stoltenberg said.
The Pentagon said on Monday
that Mattis reassured NATO allies
that Washington had an “unshake-
able commitment” to the military
all iance, despite Trump having
previously deriding the organiza-
tion as “obsolete”. — Agencies 


