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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump during a reception with Congressional leaders on January 23, 2017 at the White House. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Even as President Donald
Trump starts reaching out to lawmakers and
business leaders to sell his policies, he’s still
making false claims about election fraud.
During a reception with lawmakers at the
White House Monday evening, Trump claimed
the reason he’d lost the popular vote to his
Democratic rival was that 3 million to 5 million
immigrants living in the US illegally had voted.
That’s according to a Democratic aide familiar
with the exchange who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the private meeting.

There is no evidence to support Trump’s
claim. He made a similar statement on Twitter
in late November that he had won the elec-
toral college in a “landslide” and “won the pop-
ular vote if you deduct the millions of people
who voted illegally.” 

Hillary Clinton won the popular vote by
nearly 2.9 million votes despite losing the
electoral college. The assertion appeared to be
part of a developing pattern for Trump and his
new administration in which falsehoods over-
shadow outreach efforts.

After a contentious weekend, Trump began
his first full week as president bounding from

one ornate room of the White House to anoth-
er as he played host to business, labor and
Congressional leaders. Again and again, he
ordered aides to summon journalists from
their West Wing workspace at a moment’s
notice for unscheduled statements and photo
opportunities

Business friendly 
Yesterday, Trump summoned the heads of

the big three American automakers, General
Motors, Ford Motor Co and Fiat Chrysler, for a
breakfast meeting at the White House. He
pledged to scrap regulations and reduce taxes
on corporations that keep jobs in the US,
though he did not specify his plans for either.

His administration, he said, will “go down as
one of the most friendly countries” for busi-
ness. The president was also expected to take
executive actions yesterday related to manu-
facturing. Trump has moved swiftly to center
his first full week in office on jobs and the
economy. On Monday, he signed an order
withdrawing the United States from the
sweeping Trans-Pacific Partnership, using one
of his first actions in office to reject a center-

piece of Barack Obama’s attempts to counter
China and deepen US ties in Asia.

For Trump, the move was a fulfillment of a
central campaign promise. He has repeatedly
cast the 12-nation trade pact - which was
eagerly sought by U.S. allies in Asia - as detri-
mental to American businesses “Great thing
for the American worker what we just did,”
Trump said in brief remarks as he signed a
notice in the Oval Office. The Obama adminis-
tration spent years negotiating the Pacific Rim
pact, though the mood in Washington on
trade soured over time. Obama never sent the
accord to Congress for ratification, making
Trump’s actions Monday largely symbolic.

The start of Trump’s first full week in office
had begun as a reset after a tumultuous week-
end dominated by his and his spokesman’s
false statements about inauguration crowds
and their vigorous complaints about media
coverage of the celebrations. While Trump’s
advisers have long accepted his tendency to
become fixated on seemingly insignificant
issues, some privately conceded that his focus
on inauguration crowds was unhelpful on the
opening weekend of his presidency.

In addition to his executive action on TPP,
Trump signed memorandums freezing most
federal government hiring - though he noted
an exception for the military - and reinstating
a ban on providing federal money to interna-
tional groups that perform abortions or pro-
vide information on the option. The regula-
tion, known as the “Mexico City Policy,” has
been a political volleyball,  instituted by
Republican administrations and rescinded by
Democratic ones since 1984.

Day one proposals 
The actions were among the long list of

steps candidate Trump pledged to take on his
opening day as president. But other “Day One”
promises were going unfulfilled, including
plans to propose a constitutional amendment
imposing term limits on members of Congress
and terminating Obama’s executive actions
deferring deportations for some people living
in the US illegally.

Spokesman Sean Spicer said Monday that
Trump intended to follow through on his pro-
posals, though on a more extended timeframe
to ensure maximum attention for each move.

Yet he appeared to suggest that Trump would
not move quickly - or perhaps at all - to rein-
state deportations for young immigrants pro-
tected from deportation under the Obama
administration.

Spicer said Trump’s focus would be on peo-
ple in the US illegally who have criminal
records or who pose a threat. “That’s where
the priority’s going to be, and then we’re
going to continue to work through the entire
number of folks that are here illegally,” he said.
Spicer - making his first appearance at the
briefing room podium since his angry tirade
against the press on Saturday - also appeared
to back away from Trump’s assertion that he
could move the US Embassy in Israel from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem. 

While presidential candidates have long
made similar pledges, all have abandoned the
idea over concerns that following through
would further inflame tensions in the volatile
region. “We are at the early stages in this deci-
sion-making process,” Spicer said of the possi-
ble embassy relocation. “If it was already a
decision, then we wouldn’t be going through
a process.” — AP 

Trump undercuts bipartisan effort 
No evidence for President’s claim of rampant voter fraud 

Iraq cleric warns 
US on Israel 

embassy move
NAJAF: Moving the US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem would be a declaration of war on Islam,
influential Iraqi cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr said yesterday.
“Transferring the US embassy to Jerusalem would be a
public and more-explicit-than-ever declaration of war
against Islam,” he said in a statement. In a break with
previous administrations, new US President Donald
Trump has pledged to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital and relocate the US embassy there from Tel Aviv. 

Sadr, a firebrand Shiite cleric whose militia once
fought US occupation forces in Iraq, called for the “for-
mation of a special division to liberate Jerusalem were
the decision to be implemented.” Sadr said the Cairo-
based Arab League as well as the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation, the world’s main pan-Islamic body,
should take a decisive stand on the issue or dissolve
themselves. The Najaf-based cleric also called “for the
immediate closure of the US embassy in Iraq” should
Washington go ahead with its promised embassy trans-
fer in Israel. Sadr supporters protesting against the lack
of services and widespread corruption in the Iraqi state
stormed the so-called “Green Zone” in Baghdad twice
last year. The protesters entered the parliament build-
ings and the prime minister’s office but did not attempt
anything against the US embassy there, which is
Washington’s largest foreign mission.

The United States works with Iraq on a range of
issues, notably with military backing for the Iraqi offen-
sive to retake large parts of the country seized by the
Islamic State group. The final status of Jerusalem is one
of the thorniest issues in resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Israel considers Jerusalem-including the east-
ern Palestinian sector it annexed in 1980 — as its indi-
visible capital. The Palestinians want to make east
Jerusalem the capital of their future state. The White
House on Sunday appeared to play down suggestions
that a move was imminent, with press secretary Sean
Spicer saying: “We are at the very beginning stages of
even discussing this subject.” — AFP 


