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BANJUL: Gambian ex-president Yahya
Jammeh will be allowed to keep his collec-
tion of 13 luxury cars and fly them out to
his exiled home in Equatorial Guinea, a
spokesman for new president Adama
Barrow said yesterday.

Barrow’s spokesman confirmed to AFP
an agreement had been struck to facilitate
Jammeh’s exit on Saturday in order to end
a weeks-long impasse caused by the ex-
leader’s refusal to recognize Barrow’s elec-

tion victory.  “What is very clear is that
arrangements were made and the govern-
ment was fully prepared and supportive of
ex-president Jammeh to leave and as a
result they found it is better to leave with
all his properties instead of coming down
and checking proper ties,” spokesman
Halifa Sallah told AFP.  

An airport source who saw the cargo
being prepared on Saturday night when
Jammeh flew out of the country said “two

Rolls Royce and one (Mercedes) Benz”
were loaded onto a Chadian cargo plane,
while others await  shipment.   The
spokesman added that the decision was
also aimed at minimizing return visits by
Jammeh. “He leaves with all his properties
so he is  not coming up and down to
check ,” Sal lah said.  Another Barrow
spokesman had alluded angrily to the lux-
ury cars on Sunday, but did not say that
the new president had agreed that

Jammeh could leave with them.
Yesterday, the source added, “10 cars”

were still earmarked for future shipment,
which diplomats and others familiar with the
matter confirmed included a Bentley, Land
Rovers, a red Mini Cooper, and another
Mercedes.  “No information or orders have
been given by this new government to stop
shipping the cars,” the airport source told
AFP. He described Jammeh’s entourage as
struggling between the choice of two larger

Bentleys or three smaller cars, eventually
opting for the Mercedes and the Rolls
Royces on the night he left the country.
“They were trying to check which one fits. If
they took the bigger cars they could only
take two,” he said. The news is likely to anger
Gambians who have also learnt Jammeh
took off with $11 million of state funds, leav-
ing the coffers nearly empty. An “entry-level”
Rolls Royce costs $250,000, and most
Gambians live on less than $2 a day. — AFP 

Jammeh ‘allowed to keep’ his luxury cars collection 

RAMALLAH: In this Thursday, Jan 5, 2017 photo, Palestinian Hamza Hamad,16, rides his horse at his home, in the village of Silwad. — AP

SILWAD: High school student Hamza Hamad
spent 10 months in an Israeli jail for alleged links
to the Islamic militant Hamas group, but was
never charged with a crime. The 16-year-old is
one of the youngest among thousands of
Palestinians who have been held in so-called
administrative detention in half a century of
Israeli military occupation. The teen’s case spot-
lights one of Israel’s perhaps most contested
policies, under which it can hold suspects for
months or sometimes several years without
charges. Israel says the policy is a key tool in pre-
venting attacks on civilians, but rights activists
say it violates due process.

Numbers of detainees have fluctuated, from a
few dozen to hundreds at any given time, with
spikes during violent periods. Detainee figures
are up again since October 2015, when
Palestinians, mostly acting on their own, began
stabbing or ramming cars into Israelis in a series
of deadly attacks.

Israeli officials also indicated they would
expand the use of administrative detentions to
deter possible attacks inspired by the extremist
Islamic State group. Israel’s security Cabinet
approved the idea after a Palestinian, with pur-
ported sympathies for the group, rammed his
truck into soldiers earlier this month, killing four.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu com-
pared it to truck ramming attacks in Europe,
which has seen some debate about administra-
tive detentions as a means of countering a mili-
tant threat. France and Britain used administra-
tive detentions in conflicts in Algeria and
Northern Ireland, but no longer permit it.
Instead, they impose some controls on some
suspects who have not been charged, including
house arrest. The United States has held suspect-
ed militants without trial at its Guantanamo
naval base in Cuba.

Open-ended military occupation
Rights activists say Israel’s practice stands out

because it presently uses administrative deten-
tions as part of an open-ended military occupa-
tion. Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip
and east Jerusalem in 1967, but attempts have
failed to negotiate the terms of a Palestinian
state on occupied lands. “These exceptional
measures are still being used in a very routine
way,” said Sari Bashi of the group Human Rights
Watch. “Military necessity can become greater
during times of tension and escalation, but
administrative detention needs to be an
absolute last resort,” she said. “Israeli practice
suggests that it is being abused.”

Israel says it needs a means of deterrence. It
says more than 1,300 Israelis have been killed
since the second Palestinian uprising began in
2000. Administrative detention is only permitted
if a trial could compromise intelligence sources,
the Justice Ministry said. Judges monitor any
extension of the initial term, usually six months,
and detainees can appeal to the Supreme Court,
the ministry said.

Lawyers say a proper defense is impossible
because they and their clients can’t see the
state’s purported evidence. Hamad was first
arrested in August 2015, at the age of 15, and
held for 22 days at a Jerusalem compound
where interrogators beat him and asked about
weapons, said his mother, Worood. Last
February, a month after Hamad’s 16th birthday,
Israeli soldiers seized him again from his home in
the village of Silwad. He was taken to the nearby
Ofer detention center. His four-month stretch in
administrative detention was renewed twice
before his release in December.

In an interview earlier this month, the teen
said there had been “no reason” for his deten-
tion. He said he was held in a cell with nine other
minors, most of them not administrative

detainees. The tedium of watching TV and walk-
ing in the yard was only interrupted by a weekly
Arabic lesson. Hamad said he’ll try to graduate
this year, even though he lost two semesters in
school, and was most passionate about tending
to his horse, mule and two dozen chickens.

Israel’s Shin Bet security service said Hamad is
an activist in Hamas and has ties with senior fig-
ures in Hamas and in Tanzim, an offshoot of
Hamas’ rival Fatah. “His testimony raises suspi-
cions that he acted toward advancing terror
activities against Israeli targets,” the agency said.
It gave no specifics and did not mention
Hamad’s father, Muayyad, who is serving seven
life terms for his role in the killing of seven Israeli
soldiers as a member of a Hamas cell in the sec-
ond uprising. Hamad’s mother, an English
teacher, said she told her son and his two
younger siblings to get a good education and
do well in life. “From the beginning, after
Muayyad was arrested, I raised my kids not to
repeat this experiment,” she said. Palestinian
activists say Israel currently holds more than 700
administrative detainees, while Israel’s prison
service said there were 554 in December, a dis-
crepancy apparently stemming in part from
quick turnover and different counting methods.

Special attention 
Some cases have received special attention.

In recent years, administrative detainees
launched hunger strikes, some for more than
two months, with grave risks to their health, to
win release. Some said open-ended detention is
harder to bear than a prison term. EU diplomats
last month voiced concern about what they said
is Israel’s extensive use of administrative deten-

tion, singling out two hunger strikers and
Mohammed Abu Sakha, a trainer at the
Palestinian Circus School. The school runs an
after-school program, teaching basic circus arts
and other skills to 280 youths, including mental-
ly disabled children.

The diplomats issued their statement days
before Abu Sakha, 25, received a third six-month
term. Abu Sakha will be released in June, at the
earliest. A cousin said the greatest challenge for
Abu Sakha, a tight-wire artist, is not being able
to work out in detention. “Now he is just sitting,”
said the relative, Alaa Abo Alrob, 22.

The Shin Bet alleges that Abu Sakha is active
in the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, a faction that - like Hamas - has carried
out attacks against Israelis. The agency said his
activities “pose a threat” to security, but gave no
specifics. Pnina Sharvit Baruch, a former Israeli
army legal adviser, said the overall security situa-
tion helps determine who is placed in detention
and that different criteria might be used at dif-
ferent times.

“If everything is rather calm, you would say
only very serious cases would warrant adminis-
trative detention,” said Sharvit Baruch, a
researcher at the Institute for National Security
Studies. At times of heightened threat, “you
could also detain people that are considered less
dangerous,” she said. HRW’s Bashi said individual
cases are difficult to assess because purported
evidence is kept secret, but that patterns of
arresting dissidents, journalists and rights
activists suggest “we should be very skeptical.”
“And I cannot think of a single reason why a
child should be placed in administrative deten-
tion,” she said. — AP 

Palestinian teen’s case casts 

light on Israeli detentions

Controversial policy tows line between injustice and caution

GOLAN HEIGHTS: It happens nearly every
night. After dark, the Syrian wounded come
to known locations on the Israel-Syria front
in the Golan Heights, driven by desperation
to seek help from an enemy army. Israeli sol-
diers on lookout or patrol spot them waiting
by the fence and whisk them away to a rear
position where army medics soon arrive,
according to army officials operating in the
area that was seized by Israel in the 1967
Middle East war.

Israel refuses to accept refugees fleeing
the nearly six-year conflict in Syria, a country
with which it remains technically at war. But
it has allowed in more than 2,600 Syrians for
medical care. On one bitterly cold January
night, gunfire and explosions could be heard
in the near distance as Israeli medics dressed
the injuries of two Syrian men, one suffering
a head wound. “We’re doing everything we
can to save their lives, to stabilize them and
evacuate them to hospital,” said Captain
Aviad Camisa, deputy chief medical officer of
the Golan brigade.

The medics lift the wounded men onto
an army ambulance which slowly drives off
down a dirt road. A Syrian family-two grand-
parents, a mother, father and a child aided
by a walker-pass by as they prepare to cross
back into Syria in the dead of night. “Some
of the stories stir your emotions. When chil-
dren come, as a father, it touches me per-
sonally,” Camisa said.

Full of risks 
Millions have fled and hundreds of thou-

sands have been killed in Syria’s conflict,

which shows only fitful signs of being
resolved. The trail to Israel is full of risks.
Those who spoke to Reuters at Ziv medical
Center in Safed, northern Israel, did so freely
but asked not to be identified by name or
have their faces photographed or filmed for
fear of retribution back home.

The Israeli army helped facilitate access to
the hospital, perhaps concerned to counter
the negative image it has in most of the Arab
world. One man, his legs pierced by shrap-
nel, survived a bomb attack in his village in
which 23 people were killed. “In the past we
used to know Israel as our enemy. That’s
what the regime used to tell us,” he said.
“When we came to Israel we changed our
minds, there is no enmity between us.

“In the end we discovered that our regime
is the enemy of us all,” he said, referring to
Syrian president Bashar Al-Assad. In a nearby
room sits a seven-year-old Syrian girl, her
mother by her side. She was hit by shrapnel
from a mortar shell about two months ago
and suffered life-threatening injuries; her
internal organs and three of her limbs were
badly hurt. “In the first weeks we try not to
ask them many questions because we are
afraid that it will be more stress,” said Issa
Fares, an Israeli Arab Christian social worker
at the hospital, where many of the staff are
native Arabic speakers.

Israel has not formally taken sides in the
Syrian conflict.  It opposes the presence of
Iranian forces and the Lebanese militia
Hezbollah ranged alongside Assad, but is
also alarmed by the hardline Islamist groups
fighting against him. — Reuters 
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MOSUL: Three quarters of a million civil-
ians living in west Mosul are at “extreme
risk”, the United Nations warned yesterday
as Iraqi forces prepared for a push into the
jihadist bastion. A hundred days into a
massive offensive to retake the Islamic
State group’s last major stronghold in Iraq,
federal forces and jihadists took up posi-
tions on either side of the Tigris River that
divides Mosul. The three months it took to
reconquer Mosul’s east saw some tough
fighting, but even deadlier battles are
expected on its west bank, which is home
to the narrow streets of the Old City and
some of IS’s traditional redoubts.

“We hope that everything is done to
protect the hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who are across the river in the west,” the
United Nations’ humanitarian coordinator
for Iraq, Lise Grande, said in a statement.
“We know that they are at extreme risk and
we fear for their lives.” Iraqi forces have
retaken all central neighborhoods in east
Mosul, and yesterday were clearing
Rashidiyah, which lies on the northern
edge of the city and is the east bank’s last
area still to be secured.

Tens of thousands of other security per-
sonnel are deployed north, south and west
of Mosul, meaning that the jihadists are
trapped in the city where their leader Abu
Bakr Al-Baghdadi proclaimed his “caliphate”
in 2014. Residents of west Mosul and civil
activists told AFP on Monday that IS fight-
ers had forced civilians along the riverfront
to leave their shops and homes.

Bridges bombed 
“ The group forced us to leave our

homes... without allowing us to take our
belongings,” a resident of Al-Maidan said. “It
deployed gun positions and posted snipers
on roofs and at windows.” Facing them
across the river are some of Iraq’s most sea-

soned elite forces, whose engineers some
reports said were already working on
assembling pontoon bridges for a cross-riv-
er assault.

All bridges across the Tigris in Mosul
were either bombed by IS or hit by air
strikes carried out by the US-led coalition
that has helped Iraq reclaim about two
thirds of the territory it lost to IS in 2014.
“The Iraqi forces have over the course of
their battle against Daesh (IS) in this coun-
try developed the capability to do bridg-
ing, including bridging while under fire,”
coalition spokesman Colonel John Dorrian
said. The coalition has meanwhile sought
to prevent IS from moving on the Tigris,
destroying more than 100 boats in the
Mosul area over a period of six days, it said.
The UN had feared an exodus of unprece-
dented proportions before the Mosul
offensive began on October 17, but while
180,000 people did flee their homes, the
majority stayed. 

It now estimates that 750,000 people
still  l ive in Mosul’s west bank, either
because they did not want to leave their
homes or were prevented from doing so by
IS, which has routinely used civilians as
human shields in this conflict. “We don’t
know what will happen in western Mosul
but we cannot rule out the possibility of
siege-like conditions or a mass exodus,”
Grande said in the statement.

Death blow 
“To date, nearly half of all the casualties

from Mosul are civilians. It’s terrifying to
think of the risks families are facing,” she
said. The Norwegian Refugee Council,
which assists some of the displaced fami-
lies, also said the lack of access to west
Mosul was a source of great concern, given
the humanitarian crisis that fighting in the
east had already caused. — AFP

Fears for Mosul civilians as 

Iraq plans west bank assault

MOSUL: Iraqi students run in a school yard at a school in Mosul’s eastern Gogjali
neighborhood on January 23, 2017, as scores of schools resumed their activities in
the areas government forces recently recaptured from the Islamic State (IS) group
during the government’s ongoing military operation against Islamist jihadists. — AFP 

RIYADH: French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc
Ayrault said yesterday he was confident that a
Saudi-funded military aid package for Lebanon
would be restored. On a visit to Riyadh where
he is to meet senior Saudi officials, Ayrault said
the package was needed to help bring stability
to Lebanon. “It’s a country that should be
helped,” Ayrault told reporters. “And I know that
the Lebanese army is a factor for unity. So it’s
true that aid can help stabilize things.”

The $3 billion aid package is to see Riyadh
fund the transfer of vehicles, helicopters,
drones, cannons and other military equip-
ment from France to the Lebanese army. It is
seen as a crucial show of support for
Lebanon’s military and will provide a boost to
French efforts to increase arms sales in the
Middle East. Saudi Arabia halted the program
last year in protest at what it said was “the
stranglehold of Hezbollah on the state” in

Lebanon. Asked if the package would be
restored, Ayrault said things were moving in
“a good direction. So I am confident.” The
potential turnaround comes after a visit to
Riyadh earlier this month by Lebanese
President Michel Aoun, who was elected in a
November vote that ended a two-year dead-
lock between Iran- and Saudi-backed blocs in
the Lebanese parliament.

A member of Aoun’s delegation said dur-
ing the visit that Riyadh and Beirut had
agreed to hold talks on how to move forward
with the package. Ayrault arrived in Riyadh
late Monday to reaffirm the “strategic partner-
ship” between France and Saudi Arabia.
Ayrault, on his first ministerial visit to the
kingdom, “will discuss the main regional
issues, particularly the situations in Yemen,
Iraq, Libya and Syria,” the French foreign min-
istry said in a statement. — AFP
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BEIRUT: Lebanese President Michel Aoun, left, meets with French presidential can-
didate and former French Economy Minister Emmanuel Macron, at  the
Presidential Palace. — AP 


