
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2017

MUMBAI: Covering elections in the
northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh,
seen as the country’s key battleground
state, is generally a test for journalists for
its intrigue and drama. No one is more
prepared for the upcoming poll than the
all-woman, al l-Dalit  team of ‘Khabar
Lahariya’ (News Wave), a regional-lan-
guage weekly that reports from some of
the state’s most disadvantaged areas that
do not generally make the news.

It was founded in 2002 by a non-profit
group, Nirantar, that works in women’s lit-
eracy and with low-caste Dalits, who are
on the bottom rung of India’s social hier-

archy and find little representation in the
media. “The mainstream media only car-
ried stories about the big cities, and the
reporters were mostly educated, English-
speaking men belonging to upper castes,”
said co-founder Shalini  Joshi .  “Dalit
women are the most marginalised, so we
made a conscious decision to only hire
them, so they could report news that is
truly local,” she told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. Initially, six women with
some basic education were hired in
Chitrakoot in southern Uttar Pradesh, and
trained to report and write stories, and
take pictures. The publication was printed

ever y week in the nearest big city,
Allahabad, five hours away by road. From
a print circulation of about 10,000 copies,
readership has grown with the digital
shift, Joshi said. Published in the local lan-
guages of Bundeli, Awadhi and Bhojpuri,
the topics range from dowries and farmer
compensation to politics and cricket. “To
people in these districts, English and
Hindi are the languages of the elite, of
those in power, whereas the local lan-
guage is seen as second-class,” Joshi said.

Intimidated
Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous

state, also has among the highest crime
rates, with violence rife against women and
lower-caste people. The month-long Uttar
Pradesh polls starting Feb. 11 will see
Mayawati, a former leader known as the
Dalit Queen, pitted against the ruling party.
Khabar Lahariya’s reporters struggled initial-
ly, as they would not be invited to press con-
ferences, and their calls not be returned,
Joshi said. But they persisted, taking on
politicians and local leaders. There are now
30 women reporters in 10 districts in the
state. “It’s very hard to be a journalist there,
(especially for) a woman of a lower caste.
They have been threatened and intimidated

many times,” Joshi said. Dalits and other low-
er-caste people make up nearly a fourth of
India’s 1.3 billion population. As far back as
1996, Kenneth J. Cooper, then a reporter for
the Washington Post in India, wrote about
being unable to find a single Dalit journalist
in the country. Ten years later, a survey
found no Dalits among more than 300 sen-
ior figures in the media. Meanwhile, Khabar
Lahariya plans to expand to more districts in
Uttar Pradesh, and other states including
Bihar, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, Joshi
said. “After all these years, they are still the
only Dalit women journalists in their dis-
tricts,” she said. — Reuters 

Reporting like a Dalit girl: A publication shows how

LONDON: The British government must win parlia-
ment’s approval before starting talks to leave the
EU, the Supreme Court ruled yesterday, in a land-
mark judgment that also said regional lawmakers
had no say. While the ruling is a blow to Prime
Minister Theresa May, the government insisted it
would do “nothing” to change the timetable for
triggering Article 50 — the formal procedure for
leaving the EU-by the end of March at the latest.

But the main opposition Labour party and the
Scottish National Party (SNP) have said they will
table amendments to any government legislation
to start Brexit, which could potentially cause a
delay. “The Supreme Court rules that the govern-
ment cannot trigger Article 50 without an act of
parliament authorizing it to do so,” Supreme Court
president David Neuberger told a packed court-
room in London.

He said a majority of the 11 judges had agreed
that withdrawing from the EU meant there would
have to be changes to Britain’s domestic laws, and
therefore national parliament had to be consulted.
The government had argued that it enjoyed execu-
tive powers to withdraw from international treaties.
Lawmakers in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales
have no say in the process, however, the judges
said, in a setback for Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon. SNP leader Sturgeon has argued that
since Scotland voted to stay in the EU, it should not
be taken out “against its will” and has warned it is
“very likely” she will call a referendum on inde-
pendence. Northern Ireland also voted against
Brexit. “UK ministers are not legally compelled to
consult the devolved legislatures... Relations with
the EU are a matter for the UK government,”
Neuberger said.

‘Parliament must deliver’ 
Attorney General Jeremy Wright said the gov-

ernment was “disappointed” but the ruling was
widely expected and draft legislation is already
being prepared in order to meet May’s Brexit
timetable. Brexit minister David Davis will address
MPs later on Tuesday to provide details. “Supreme
Court has spoken. Now parliament must deliver
will of the people we will trigger A50 by the end of
March. Forward we go!” Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson, a leading Brexit advocate during the ref-
erendum campaign, said on Twitter.

The lead claimant, investment fund manager
Gina Miller, said: “No prime minister, no govern-
ment can expect to be unanswerable or unchal-
lenged.” She added: “Today’s decision has created
legal certainty based on our democratic process.”
David Greene, a lawyer for another claimant, hair-
dresser Deir Dos Santos, hailed the ruling as a “vic-
tory for democracy and the rule of law”.

Yesterday’s decision follows a High Court ruling
against the government in November, in a case
which attracted protests, as well as death threats
and racist taunts against Miller. “I have been
shocked by the levels of personal abuse I have
received from many quarters,” the 51-year-old
businesswoman said outside court. She said peo-
ple in power should be “much quicker” in con-
demning this abuse. Anger was also directed at
the High Court judges, with one newspaper
branding them “Enemies of the People”.

Opposition amendments 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn said his party

would not “frustrate” the process for invoking
Article 50 but would seek to amend the legislation.
“Labour is demanding a plan from the govern-
ment to ensure it is accountable to parliament
throughout the negotiations and a meaningful
vote to ensure the final deal is given parliamentary
approval,” he said.

The party wants provisions included in the bill
urging the government to negotiate tariff-free
access to the EU’s single market and agree to
abide by EU-level protection of workers’ rights.
May has said she wants to leave the single market
in order to be able to restrict immigration and
negotiate a new customs deal with the EU, but will
seek “maximum possible access” for British compa-
nies. She has also said Britain will incorporate all
existing EU legislation and then parliament will
get to choose which laws to adopt, repeal or
amend. May has promised to give both Houses of
Parliament a vote on the final deal but some par-
liamentarians are concerned that this could come
at the last minute and effectively give them no
choice but to approve. — AFP 
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LONDON: Gina Miller, co-founder of investment fund SCM Private (C) makes a statement fol-
lowing the judgment in a case to decide whether or not parliamentary approval is needed
before the government can begin Brexit negotiations, outside the Supreme Court, opposite
the Houses of Parliament. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain is set to become the first
European Union member to leave the bloc
following a referendum last year in which
a majority voted for Brexit. Here is what
we know so far, following yesterday’s rul-
i n g  b y  t h e  S u p re m e  Co u r t  t h a t  Pr i m e
Minister Theresa May must seek parlia-
mentar y approval  before she can star t
Brexit negotiations.

Referendum
On June 23, 2016, Britons voted by 52 per-

cent in favour to 48 percent against leaving
the EU, although most voters in Scotland,
Northern Ireland and London backed remain-
ing part of the bloc. Former prime minister
David Cameron, who took office in 2010,
called the referendum in a bid to end long-
standing divisions in his Conservative party
and stem the rise of the UK Independence
Party (UKIP) but his campaign to stay in the EU
failed. He resigned hours after the referendum
results came in.

Timing
Cameron’s successor May has said she

wants to trigger Article 50 — the formal pro-
cedure for leaving the EU under the Lisbon
Treaty-by the end of March. The government
has said this timetable will not change even
though the Supreme Court ruled yesterday
that parliament will have to first pass a bill
authorizing May to begin Brexit negotiations. 

Finance minister Philip Hammond has said
he expects negotiations to begin before the
summer. Article 50 foresees a maximum two-
year time period for the negotiations. If no
deal is in place by then, Britain would have to
leave without any agreement on future ties
with the EU, unless the timeframe can be
extended by unanimous agreement of all
member states. The EU’s top Brexit negotiator
Michel Barnier has said there should be an
agreement in place by 2018, ahead of the
2019 European Parliament elections.

Parliament
Lawmakers are widely expected to give

their go-ahead for the government to begin
Brexit talks, although the main opposition
Labour Party has said it wants to table amend-
ments to the proposed legislation. This could,
in theory, delay the start of Brexit. Most MPs

supported Britain staying in the EU but many
have said they will now respect the result of
the referendum. The government has said it
expects no change and has already prepared
draft legislation. May has also promised that
any final deal on Britain’s future relations with
the EU would go before both chambers of
parliament for a vote.

Transition deal
In a major speech on January 17, May said

she wanted a “phased approach” to ensure sta-
bility for businesses between the moment
Britain leaves the EU and the implementation
of its new relationship with the bloc. “We will
seek to avoid a disruptive cliff edge,” she said.
May added that all existing EU laws that apply
in Britain will be turned into British laws under
a “Great Repeal Bill” and parliament will then
be able to choose which ones to keep, reject
or amend.

Immigration
May has said she will make cutting immi-

gration a priority in negotiations, after the
issue dominated the referendum campaign.
Hundreds of thousands of people, mainly
from eastern and southern Europe, move to
Britain each year. May has given no detail of
what the new entry criteria will  be for
Europeans and has refused to confirm that EU
citizens already in Britain can stay after Brexit
until similar guarantees are offered to Britons
living elsewhere in the bloc.

Trade
May said she wants “maximum possible

access” for British companies to the single mar-
ket even though Britain will not be a member,
and also called for a new customs arrange-
ment with the EU. She has said full customs
union membership would prevent Britain from
striking its own trade deals with other coun-
tries but said the nation could remain a signa-
tory to some parts of the customs union. May
has also warned EU member states against
pushing for harsh exit terms for Britain, saying
it would be “an act of calamitous self-harm” for
the EU. She has threatened that she could
“change the basis of Britain’s economic mod-
el”-for example by slashing business taxes-if
British companies were excluded from access-
ing the single market. — AFP 

Brexit: What we know

FARINDOLA: The coffin of Alessandro Giancaterino, one of the victims of the ava-
lanche which buried the Hotel Rigopiano, is shoulder carried outside the San Nicola
church during the funeral service. — AP  

FARINDOLA: The death toll from an ava-
lanche that swamped an Italian mountain
hotel rose to 15 yesterday, with 14 still miss-
ing, as a nearby helicopter crash dealt anoth-
er blow to a region reeling from earthquakes
and the heaviest snowfall in decades. The
emergency response helicopter, which had
six people onboard, came down near Campo
Felice, a popular ski resort 120km (75 miles)
east of Rome, during the evacuation of an
injured skier.

There were reports of a loud explosion
being heard. “The area where it came down is
hard to access at the best of times, and thick
fog is making it even more difficult,” a police
spokesman told AFP.  “Several teams are try-
ing to get there.” Campo Felice, located at 710
meters altitude but with pistes up to just over
2,000 meters, is close to the epicentres of
earthquakes that struck the region last
Wednesday and were followed by the killer
avalanche.

Police said there was no apparent link
between the crash and the seismic activity or
the avalanche. But it came as firefighters and
mountain police grappled with their after-
math. A team of first responders who had
been helping the rescue effort at the Hotel
Rigopiano was dispatched to the helicopter
crash site. The tally of bodies found in the
ruins of the Rigopiano rose to 15 on the sixth
day of an increasingly forlorn search through
the snow-covered wreckage.

Eleven staff and guests survived the disas-
ter, two men who we outside when the ava-
lanche struck and nine people, including four
children, who were found on Friday. Rescuers

have refused to give up hope of finding more
people alive with morale amongst the
exhausted rescuers having been boosted on
Monday when three live puppies were
retrieved from under the rubble.

Italian authorities are meanwhile investi-
gating the chain of events leading to the ava-
lanche to see if the tragedy could or should
have been avoided. A preliminary manslaugh-
ter investigation has been opened with the
prosecutor in charge looking into whether
environmental risks were properly taken into
account during the construction and subse-
quent renovation of the hotel. Events on the
day of the disaster itself, when guests were
unable to leave because of snow-blocked
access roads, are also in the spotlight.

Tunneling into wreckage 
The local council had only one functioning

road-clearance vehicle and had deployed it to
reach isolated hamlets with elderly residents
rather than clearing the road to the hotel. A
second snow plough had broken down earli-
er in the month and staff were awaiting
authorization to get a 25,000-euro ($26,845)
repair done.

The hotel, a four-star spa facility where
George Clooney once stayed, was built into a
hillside at 1,200 meters altitude on the eastern
slopes of Monte Gran Sasso. Campo Felice is
on the other side of the near 3,000-metre peak
that dominates the region. The survivors
pulled from the ruins on Friday were all treated
for mild hypothermia, suggesting anyone still
alive nearly four days later would have had to
have found some way of keeping warm.

Italy avalanche toll at 15 as 
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KABUL: Deported after years of l iving in
Germany, 26 young Afghans arrived in Kabul
yesterday with only one thought in mind: flee-
ing this war-torn country. Escorted by 80
German police officers, their plane landed short-
ly after 7.30 am (0300 GMT) — the second batch
deported under a disputed Afghan-EU deal
signed last October and aimed at curbing the
influx of migrants. 

“What would you have me do here? There is
only death!” said 19-year-old Ramid Afshah,
returning from Germany after five years-a coun-
try it had taken him six months to reach. Airport
police spokesman Mohammad Adjmal Fawzi
said at least one of the 26 was “suffering” and
showing signs of psychological distress, adding:
“He could be brought back to Germany.”

Several of the migrants told AFP they had
been arrested Monday morning at dawn and
sent to Kabul with just a small piece of luggage
or a backpack containing their belongings.  “The
police came to pick us up yesterday morning at
4 am and we were treated like animals,” said
Arash Alkozai, 21. 

Alkozai, who had come to Germany when he
was 16, was living in Munich with his family
before taking a room in the city. After leaving
school he had studied auto repair, all the while

learning to speak his adopted tongue “perfect-
ly”. “I cannot say anything negative about this
country that helped me. I respect its decision
but now I’m living a nightmare. I’ve left behind
my three-month pregnant girlfriend, I won’t find
work here and there’s no security,” he said.

Afghanistan has been battling an insurgency
since a US-led coalition toppled the hardline
Taliban in late 2001. The conflict caused some
9,000 deaths or injuries among civilians in the
first nine months of 2016, according to the
United Nations, which is to publish its annual
report by the end of the month. In 2015 the
number of civilians killed or wounded was more
than 11,000, the highest recorded since 2009,
with children paying a particularly heavy price,
according to UN figures.

Some 250 people staged a protest against
the deportations at Frankfurt airport on Monday
night, Sarmina Stuman of the Afghan Refugees
Movement told AFP. “Afghanistan is simply at
war, which is why we are protesting against
expulsions to a country like Afghanistan,” she
said. In December German interior minister
Thomas de MaiziËre justified the expulsion of
Afghans in order to preserve the “right” of asy-
lum in the country, the only one in Europe to
open its doors wide to refugees. — AFP

KABUL An Afghan refugee who was deported from Germany arrives with his belong-
ings at the international airport. — AFP  
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PHNOM PENH: Thousands of Cambodian vil-
lagers will be evacuated after two US tear gas
barrel bombs from the Vietnam war era were
found near a primary school, a demining team
said yesterday.  The 200-kilogram bombs are
thought to have been dropped by US warplanes
in February 1970 against communist forces on
Cambodia’s southeastern border with Vietnam. 

Heng Ratana, director general of the
Cambodian Mine Action Center (CMAC), said vil-
lagers, including 200 students, will have to be
evacuated before deminers move into the vil-

lage in Svay Rieng province.  “We will have to
evacuate students because the bombs contain
chemical and explosive substances,” he told AFP.
Heng Ratana said the two barrel bombs are
believed to be packed with CS-a form of tear gas
that was extensively used by American forces to
smoke out enemies from jungle hideouts.  

The bombs are believed to be among a total
of four pieces of ordnance dropped over the
province by US warplanes in February 1970.
Locals told CMAC that two of the bombs
exploded and damaged a Buddhist dinning hall

in the province at the time. Nearly three
decades of civil war starting in the 1960s left
Cambodia, along with neighboring Laos, one of
the most heavily bombed and mined countries
in the world.

Between the late 1960s and early 1970s, the
United States dropped upwards of 2.7 million
tons of bombs on Cambodia during its efforts to
cut off supply routes to northern Vietnam.
Unexploded ordnance has killed nearly 20,000
people and maimed tens of thousands of others
since 1979, according to official estimates. — AFP 
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