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KABUL: Afghanistan’s attorney general
has ordered the arrest of nine body-
guards of Vice President Abdul Rashid
Dostum for sexually abusing and tortur-
ing a rival, an official said yesterday.
Dostum, a former warlord who has a cat-
alogue of war crimes to his name, has
been accused of abducting Ahmad
Ishchi in November last year during a tra-
ditional game of Buzkashi, or polo using
an animal carcass,  in the northern
province of Jowzjan.

Dostum allegedly kept Ishchi as a
hostage in his private compound for five
days, where he was said to have been tor-
tured and sodomized. The country ’s
attorney general launched an investiga-
tion into the allegations after local media
said Ishchi underwent a medical exami-
nation at the US air base at Bagram north
of Kabul to confirm the abuse.

“The investigating team has issued
an arrest warrant against nine of Mr
Dostum’s  bodyguards who were
involved in the case,” Jamshid Rasuli,
the spokesman for the attorney gener-

al’s office, told AFP.  “The team has also
asked Mr Dostum to either respond to
the queries himself or through his legal
channels. But he has not responded
yet,” he said.  

Dostum was not immediately avail-
able for comment but has previously
denied the allegations, proposing to
resolve the matter by the traditional
mediation of tribal elders rather than
through conventional courts. The con-
troversy has once again drawn atten-
t ion to how Afghan warlords and
strongmen operate with impunity, hob-
bling Western-backed efforts to restore
peace and rebuild the nation after
decades of conflict.

Observers have been skeptical the
government will sack or bring charges
against Dostum, who has survived all
previous allegations of abuse. Despite his
human rights record, Dostum was invited
to join the National Unity Government in
2014 in an attempt by President Ashraf
Ghani to attract the support of his mostly
ethnic Uzbek constituency. —AFP 

SEOUL: A nude painting of impeached
South Korean president Park Geun-Hye
met a violent end at the country’s parlia-
ment yesterday, reports said, as support-
ers tore the work-which evokes Edouard
Manet ’s Olympia-off the wall and
destroyed it. The image was part of an
exhibition  at the National Assembly fea-
turing works by 22 artists lampooning
Park and her confidante Choi Soon-Sil,
who is at the centre of the corruption
scandal that led to Park’s impeachment. 

In Manet’s 19th-century original, on
display in the Musee d’Orsay in Paris, a
naked white woman widely identified as

a prostitute stares boldly out at the view-
er while a black servant brings her flow-
ers. In Lee Koo-Young’s version, entitled
“Dirty Sleep”, Park’s features are trans-
posed onto a nude Asian woman who
clasps a missile from the Terminal High
Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) system
to her bosom.

Park last year agreed with the US gov-
ernment to deploy the system in South
Korea in response to the threat of mis-
siles from the nuclear-armed North, infu-
riating China. She is also depicted dozing
as the Sewol ferry-which went down
with the loss of nearly 400 lives three

years ago-sinks outside her window. Two
puppies cavort on her thighs and Choi
takes the place of the servant.

‘Violent reaction’ 
A group of some 20 Park supporters

went on a rampage at the exhibition,
South Korea’s Yonhap news agency
reported, wrecking the work. A 63-year-
old member of a rightist group was
arrested and another was being sought
by police, it said. On its website the
Musee d’Orsay describes Manet’s paint-
ing as a “profanation of the idealized
nude”, adding that it “provoked a violent

reaction”. Pyo Chang-won, the opposi-
tion lawmaker who organized the exhibi-
tion, has been referred to an ethics panel
by his own Democratic Party over the
picture, which provoked accusations of
sexism and bad taste. However, he
defended the painting. “It surely does
not suit my taste,” Yonhap quoted him as
saying. “But I believe it is within the
boundary of the freedom of arts.”

Painter Lee is one of nearly 10,000
artists on a “blacklist” drawn up by the
conservative government for voicing
criticism of Park. Those named are said to
have been deprived of government sub-

sidies and private investment, as well as
being placed under state surveillance.
The Constitutional Court last month
urged Park’s defense counsel to clarify
the mystery surrounding her seven-hour
absence during the Sewol disaster.
Unconfirmed media reports have sug-
gested a wide range of theories about
her whereabouts, including a romantic
liaison, participation in a shamanistic rit-
ual, cosmetic surgery or a 90-minute hair
styling. Park flatly denied those allega-
tions as groundless, asserting that she
kept monitoring the tragedy and issuing
orders to rescue any survivors. —AFP

Nude painting of S Korea president sparks violence

COLOMBO: Hope is fading fast that Sri Lanka’s
government will take action against those
responsible for the deaths and disappearances
of dozens of journalists during and after the

country’s long civil war, activists and relatives
said yesterday. President Maithripala Sirisena
campaigned on a promise of ending a culture of
impunity when he defeated former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa in a January 2015 election.

During Rajapaksa’s nine-year tenure, dozens

of journalists were killed, abducted and tortured,
or fled the country fearing for their lives. Scores
more were killed or disappeared during the civil
war that ended in 2009 with the defeat of Tamil

Tiger rebels. Two years into Sirisena’s presidency,
there is little sign that the suspects, mostly mili-
tary soldiers, will be punished. 

Yesterday, dozens of journalists and activists
gathered in Colombo to commemorate the
missing and write postcards to Sirisena demand-

ing that he appoint a presidential commission to
investigate the abductions. The campaign was
organized to mark what organizers call “Black
January,” a commemoration of the killings and
abductions of journalists and the destruction of
television studios that occurred in the month of
January between 2005 and 2010.

Corruption, nepotism 
Among those participating was Sandya

Ekneligoda, who has fought for seven years to
discover what happened to her abducted hus-
band, Prageeth Ekneligoda. Prageeth, a journal-
ist and cartoonist, wrote about corruption,
nepotism and Rajapaksa’s leadership of the mili-
tary campaign against the rebels. He was
abducted two days before a 2010 presidential
election in which he actively supported
Rajapaksa’s rival. Ekneligoda said the Sirisena
government brought hope for justice, but its
recent steps have dented her confidence. One
reason, she said, was a speech by Sirisena in
which he criticized police for holding the sol-
diers suspected in Prageeth’s abduction longer
than necessary. Days after the speech, a court
released the suspects on bail and the military
promptly reinstated them to their earlier posi-
tions, which Ekneligoda said was a clear mes-
sage that the suspects have the state’s backing.

“Clearly the manner of the president today is
not what we saw when we brought him into
power in 2015. He has a totally different atti-
tude,” she told The Associated Press. Sirisena has
said his speech was not meant to influence the
court. During the country’s 26-year civil war,
both the government and the Tamil Tiger rebels
were accused of killing and abducting critics.
The government’s war victory in 2009 ended the
rebels’ campaign for an independent state for
ethnic minority Tamils. — AP 
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Dozens of journalists remain dead, missing after civil war

HOMAGAMA: In this Monday, Jan 23, 2017 photo, Sandya Ekneligoda, wife of disappeared
journalist Prageeth Ekneligoda, turns pages of their wedding album while speaking to the
Associated Press at her residence. — AP 

DHAKA: Desperate to end their suffering,
an impoverished Bangladeshi father has
begged permission to kill three terminally
ill members of his family, sparking a rare
debate about euthanasia in a deeply con-
servative society. “I have taken care of them
for years. I  took them to hospitals in
Bangladesh and India, I sold my shop to
pay for their treatment but now I’m broke,”
said Tofazzal Hossain as he describes his
years-long struggle to cope with the costs
of looking after his two sons and grandson.
“The government should decide what it
wants to do with them. They are suffering
and have no hope of recovery. I can’t bear it
any longer.”

Hossain, a fruit vendor from the rural
west of the country, wrote to his local dis-
trict administration pleading for them to
either help care for his loved ones-who suf-
fer from an incurable form of muscular dys-
trophy-or “allow them to be put to death
with medicine”, he told AFP. One of Asia’s
poorest countries, Bangladesh lacks any
kind of free health care and medical treat-
ment is often beyond the reach of the tens
of millions of inhabitants who live below
the poverty line.

Incurable diseases 
An estimated 600,000 Bangladeshis suf-

fer from incurable diseases, yet the country
has just one palliative care centre and no
hospice services.

This leaves few treatment options for
Hossain’s sons, aged 24 and 13, and eight-
year-old grandson, who are afflicted with
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. This rare
genetic disorder is characterized by pro-
gressive muscle degeneration and patients
rarely live beyond 30 years of age.

Hossain said his sons were aware of their
condition but could do little for them-
selves, unable to move and confined to
their beds. The grandson can still go to the
washroom, but his condition is worsening.
“I told them about the letter. I told them
(about seeking permission for their deaths).
They did not take it seriously. Perhaps they
did not understand the severity of the situ-
ation,” he said.

His eldest son, 24-year-old Mohammad
Abdus Sabur, said he spent his days watch-
ing television and talking with their father.
“I tell father not to worry too much,” he told

AFP. An AFP correspondent’s attempt to ask
the son about his father’s desperate appeal
was met with stern rebuke from Hossain,
who said it would hurt them. Mahbubul
Alam, a doctor who has treated the Hossain
family, said there was no cure for their con-
dition and they lived in extreme pain. “It’s a
humanitarian case. Everyone should come
forward (and help).”

An act of murder 
A government official who visited the

family after Hossain’s appeal grabbed
national headlines said the request was
“the plea of a helpless father”. “He asked for
their medical assistance, or permission to
kill them. But who will give the permission
to kill?” he told AFP. Authorities were trying
to find ways to help Hossain bear the cost
of their care, the official added.

Their plight has sparked a rarely-seen
debate about euthanasia in Bangladesh,
where even attempted suicide can land
one in prison. So-called “mercy killing” is
forbidden both under the secular law of
the land, and by religious code adhered to
by the Muslim-majority population.
“Euthanasia is completely illegal in Islam. It
is the government’s duty to take responsi-
bility for every citizen,” top Islamic cleric
and scholar Fariduddin Masoud told AFP.

The overwhelming majority of
Bangladeshis not only disapprove of mercy
killings but would oppose the mere discus-
sion of it, said Nur Khan Liton, head of local
rights group Ain O Salish Kendra. “They
consider it an act of murder. It’s the duty of
the government and society to look after
these victims,” he told AFP. But sympathy
for Hossain’s family has run deep on social
media, where many have offered thoughts
and prayers amid calls for the government
to improve its paltry health services.

Nezamuddin Ahmed, the head of
Bangladesh’s sole palliative care centre in
the capital Dhaka, said it was time for an
“honest discussion” about the issue and
improving care for those suffering from
incurable diseases.” I think this will lead to
healthy debate about assisted death,” he
said. “But before launching into this, the
government should strengthen palliative
care services here. There has to be some-
thing we can all do to ease the suffering of
these helpless people.”  — AFP 

BEIJING: China warned Washington yesterday
that it would not back down over its claims in the
disputed South China Sea, following vows by the
Trump administration to defend US and interna-
tional interests there. China’s artificial islands in
the sea, some with the potential for military use,
are considered a potential flashpoint and tough
comments from White House spokesman Sean
Spicer and Trump’s nominee for secretary of state
have raised the temperature.

“China has indisputable sovereignty over the
South China Sea islands and their adjacent
waters,” foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying told a regular press briefing, adding
that the country is “firm in safeguarding our
rights and interests”.  “The United States is not a
party to the South China Sea issue.”

Spicer said Monday that the US “is going to
make sure we protect our interests” in the sea. “If
those islands are, in fact, in international waters
and not part of China proper, yeah, we’ll make
sure we defend international interests from
being taken over by one country,” he said.
Trump’s nominee for secretary of state, Rex
Tillerson, said last week China’s access to the
islands might be blocked-raising the prospect of
a military confrontation.

China lays claim to a vast swathe of the South

China Sea within a so-called “nine dash line,”
including waters claimed by several of its neigh-
bours. Under President Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration, Washington insisted it was neutral on
the question of sovereignty over the islets, reefs
and shoals. 

But, while calling for the dispute to be
resolved under international law, the US sup-
ported freedom of navigation by sending naval
patrols through Chinese-claimed waters. Hua
said China “firmly upholds freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight in the South China Sea in
accordance with international law” and urged
the US to “fully respect the efforts of regional
countries to safeguard peace and stability”.

‘Not worried’ 
Despite the recent escalation in rhetoric,

China is “not worried” about rising tensions with
Washington, Hua said. Beijing asserts sovereign-
ty over almost all of the resource-rich region
despite rival claims from Southeast Asian neigh-
bors and has rapidly built reefs into artificial
islands capable of hosting military planes.
Though it lags behind the US in raw military
power, experts say China is counting on a strate-
gy of deterrence to keep the world’s most pow-
erful navy at bay. “Beijing knows that it cannot

win a conventional frontal conflict with the US,”
Valerie Niquet of French think tank Foundation
of Strategic Research told AFP. 

“China is therefore seeking to develop capaci-
ties that would restore its freedom to maneuver
by pushing Washington to hesitate before a
potentially costly intervention in Asia.” On
Tuesday leading Chinese newspaper the Global
Times called for the country to expand its
nuclear arsenal to “force the US to respect it”.
Citing Trump’s calls for the US to acquire more
atomic weapons, the popular paper, known for
its inflammatory rhetoric and hawkish views,
said that Beijing’s nuclear forces “must be so
strong that no country would dare launch a mili-
tary showdown” with it. 

In recent days, Chinese social media has car-
ried pictures purporting to show an advanced
intercontinental ballistic missile system
deployed in the northeast.  The Dongfeng-41 is
reportedly a nuclear road-mobile missile
thought to have a payload of 10-12 warheads
and a range of 14,000 kilometers, according to
the Global Times. The newspaper said some
media claimed the People’s Liberation Army
leaked the photos as a warning to Trump. “They
think this is Beijing’s response to Trump’s
provocative remarks on China,” it added. — AFP 

MEHERPUR: In this photograph taken on January 20, 2017, Bangladeshi father and
fruit vendor Tofazzal Hossain (top R-standing), who has sparked a debate over assist-
ed suicide, is seen with his family. — AFP  
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MANILA: Environmental activists display placards as they picket the Chinese Consulate to protest alleged military build-up by China on the dis-
puted group of islands at the South China Sea, in the financial district of Makati east of Manila. — AP 

Afghanistan orders arrest 
of VP guards in abuse case


