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There were, however, no concrete details given
immediately on the three-way mechanism to strength-
en the ceasefire and how it would resolve the thorniest
hotspots.  UN Syria envoy Staffan de Mistura said his
organization was ready to assist in developing the
mechanism and “ensure that it helps strengthen the
quality of the ceasefire”. The rebels have called for a halt
to regime attacks on Wadi Barada, an area 15 km north-
west of Damascus, but Jafaari insisted operations would
continue there. 

There was profound rancor and mudslinging
between the delegations from Damascus and the
rebels. It also remained to be seen how the sides could
patch up differences on the role of the talks’ three
organizers, Russia, Turkey and Iran. A member of the
rebel delegation told AFP on Monday that the group
would agree to have Russia serve as a guarantor of the
current ceasefire but not Iran, which controls troops on
the ground fighting for Assad. The Syrian regime, mean-
while, said it would refuse to hold government-level
talks with Turkey and sign any document bearing the
signature of a Turkish official. — AFP 

Three-way bid to boost Syria truce 

Continued from Page 1

Griffiths said at the time that Dubai Airports was
expecting to receive 85 million passengers in 2016 -
something he blamed on the economic, political and
terror-related turmoil of the past year. “We know that
the global economy has slowed a little bit and the
propensity for travel has dropped, but I think that 2016
was quite an unparalleled year,” Griffiths told AP.
“Fortunately, our numbers are still holding up.”

Griffiths also said Dubai International Airport - often
lauded by US President Donald Trump during his cam-
paign - would welcome a call from the Trump adminis-
tration on ways to improve American airports. Situated
on transcontinental air routes, Dubai is one of several

Gulf-based airports to experience prodigious growth in
recent years. More than 100 airlines fly to around 260
destinations from the international hub. The rapid
growth has angered US carriers, which allege Emirates,
Abu Dhabi-based Etihad and Qatar Airways receive
unfair government subsidies. The three Gulf airlines
repeatedly have denied the allegations.

Asked about Trump’s protectionist stance, Griffiths
said it would hurt consumers the worst. “The result of
that is reduced choice for the consumer and higher
prices,” he said. He added that the Dubai airport would
welcome any discussions with US officials about how to
improve their airports. “If America and President Trump
would like some of the expertise from Dubai, I’m sure
we’d be pleased to assist.” Griffiths said— Agencies 

Dubai airport still top for int’l traffic
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Hashem said that the government does not have any
studies on the impact of hiking charges or imposing taxes
and called on the government to submit such studies.

She said the government has failed to stop squandering
of public funds used to send patients for treatment abroad
that cost public coffers KD 1 billion, adding that the govern-
ment agreed to allow the withdrawal of $7 billion from
state reserves for armament deals.

Opposition MP Mohammad Al-Mutair warned yesterday
that he will file to grill Prime Minister HH Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah if the government fails to resolve a num-
ber of important issues, especially reinstating the revoked
citizenships and scrapping the hike in petrol prices and the
planned increase in power and water prices. He said that
the prime minister is responsible for the policy of the gov-

ernment, and accordingly, if these issues remain unre-
solved, he will file to grill him. Mutair said that he will wait
until after national holidays late next month before filing to
grill him.

Another opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri also strong-
ly criticized the prime minister for holding “side meetings”
with MPs in a bid to divide the Assembly. Muwaizri also crit-
icized Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem over his statement
regarding a request by several lawmakers to meet HH the
Amir, saying this is unacceptable and that the door of the
Amir is always open for all lawmakers. The lawmaker said
that practices by Ghanem show that he is trying to return
to his previous behavior, “which is totally unacceptable”,
adding that he had warned him against this in the opening
session of the Assembly. Muwaizri said MPs will not allow
Ghanem to return to his previous style, because lawmakers
have their own opinions and these must be heard.

Govt given ultimatum over fuel, fees hikes

Two persons watch the sun setting on the Old City of Jerusalem, with the Dome of the Rock mosque in the center. —AFP 


