
LONDON: Hull City midfielder Ryan Mason is making “excellent progress”
after fracturing his skull but will remain under close observation in hospital,
the Premier League club said yesterday. The 25-year-old suffered serious
injury when he accidentally clashed heads with Chelsea’s Gary Cahill in the
14th minute of the 2-0 loss at the Premier League leaders on Sunday. Mason
was rushed to the nearby St Mary’s Hospital in west London
and underwent surgery. “The club can confirm that Ryan
Mason continues to make excellent progress after sustain-
ing a skull fracture in Sunday’s game against Chelsea,”
said a Hull statement. “He will continue to be closely
monitored by staff at St Mary’s Hospital over the next few
days, whilst also remaining in contact with our medical
team to assess his progress.” Hull said they would only
release more information when there are changes to
Mason’s condition, adding: “We also ask that people respect
Ryan and his family’s privacy whilst he remains in hospital.”
Hull announced Monday that Mason was conscious and
able to speak following a visit by captain Michael
Dawson and club officials.—AFP
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DHAKA: A court refused to grant bail to Bangladeshi crick-
eter Arafat Sunny yesterday after he was charged with posting
“intimate” photos of his girlfriend on social media.
Metropolitan magistrate Zakir Hossain said another court
which deals with internet-related crime would instead hear
the bail application, meaning the 31-year-old spinner would
remain behind bars on remand at a Dhaka prison.  “The court
directed us to move to the cyber court to seek bail. It also
asked the jail authorities to look after the health of Sunny as
he was sick,” Sunny’s lawyer M. Muradduzaman told AFP.
Police arrested the left-arm bowler in a Dhaka suburb on
Sunday after his longtime girlfriend Nasrin Sultana, 23, filed a
complaint two weeks ago.  In her complaint Sultana said
Sunny opened up a fake Facebook account in her name and
posted “intimate photos” which she found “offensive and
defamatory”. She also claimed that they had been married
since 2014 and filed a separate lawsuit against Sunny on
Monday, accusing the player of seeking dowry worth millions
from her family. —AFP

Cricketer Sunny denied 
bail in snaps case

PALERMO: Eugenio Corini resigned as Palermo coach yesterday after guiding
the Sicilian club to only one win in seven matches. The move came two days
after Palermo was beaten 1-0 at home by Inter Milan. “This is a decision that I’ve
taken with integrity and lucidness, which makes me feel great pain, but which

seems the fairest and most logical option right now,” Corini
said, according to the ANSA news agency. Corini was hired

in November as Palermo’s third coach of the season.
Davide Ballardini coached the club for the opening two
rounds then was replaced by Roberto De Zerbi, who
was fired to make room for Corini. With only two wins
in 21 matches, Palermo is one point above last-place

Pescara in Serie A. Palermo president Maurizio
Zamparini has made about 60 coaching changes in 30
years as a club owner. Last season alone, Zamparini

changed coach eight times. No immediate replace-
ment was named, although there were reports

that Zamparini was considering rehiring
Ballardini. —AP
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SINGAPORE: This is a Thursday, Sept. 18, 2014 file photo of Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone, center, as he walks with his wife, Fabiana Flosi,
left, at the Marina Bay City Circuit for the Singapore Formula One Grand Prix. Bernie Ecclestone’s reign of Formula One ended after Liberty
Media officially completed its takeover of the series on Monday.— AP

LONDON: Bernie Ecclestone’s four-decade
reign as a “one-man dictator” of Formula One
had to end if the sport is to have the fresh
start it needs, new chairman and chief execu-
tive Chase Carey says.

Ecclestone’s time as the colourful ringmas-
ter of the Grand Prix circuit was effectively fin-
ished on Monday when US-based Liberty
Media completed its takeover of motorsport’s
most prestigious brand in a deal valued at
about $8 billion.

While the 86-year-old Ecclestone, a former
car salesman, was widely credited with trans-
forming Formula One into a multibillion glob-
al business, there have been growing com-
plaints in recent years that the sport has failed
to modernise under the Englishman’s no-non-
sense leadership.

There has also been the view inside and
outside the sport-and a concern shared by
Carey-that it is wrong for one man to wield as
much power as Ecclestone did in Formula
One. Despite sidelining Ecclestone to an advi-
sory role as “chairman emeritus” Carey
stressed to the BBC that he had “tremendous
respect” for Ecclestone and will value his

input. But he said that F1 “needs to be run dif-
ferently than for the last four or five years”.

“He has run this sport for his entire adult
life and I respect completely that this is a diffi-
cult change,” Carey said.

“We have tried to deal with him with the
respect he’s due, which is why we offered him
the chairman emeritus title. “I have been sin-
cere in saying I value his help and advice as
we go forward. “He calls himself a dictator. He
has run it as a one-man dictator for a long
time. I think the sport needs a fresh perspec-
tive. “But he has a lot to continue to offer and
he will always be part of the F1 family.”

INNOVATION 
The American Carey, a vice-chairman of the

21st Century Fox media conglomerate, has a
proven record in expansive sport-media
growth and expertise in the value and
exploitation of sports rights, notably in the US
market, where Formula One has struggled to
gain a foothold.

“Bernie is a one-man team. It was not right
in today’s world,” added Carey.

“The decision-making is not as effective as

it needs to be. Clearly it has to be improved.
One of the benefits we bring is a fresh start.”

Carey added that Formula One had not
grown as much as it needed to and that
Liberty could exploit new technologies to do
just that. But he stressed the new owners
would protect historic races, insisting there
would still be a British Grand Prix amid specu-
lation the Silverstone course-which has had
several run-ins with Ecclestone over staging
fees-would be stripped of the event in 2019.

“We needed a sport that while respecting
what made it great has a sense of energy and
innovation,” Carey said.

“In many ways, in a simplistic sense, the
sport said ‘no’ too much and we have to start
saying ‘yes’-not gimmick it up but find ways to
do new and exciting things to have the sport
continue to grow and interest and excite peo-
ple.” As part of the new management struc-
ture, Carey will have highly respected former
Mercedes F1 team boss Ross Brawn and Sean
Bratches, once a sales executive with North
American sports television channel ESPN, run-
ning the sporting and commercial sides of F1
respectively under him. —AFP

F1 needs fresh start from 
‘one-man dictator’: Carey

LONDON: Formula One’s new owners plan
to add a street race in the United States in
an attempt to improve a sport which they
feel stagnated under Bernie Ecclestone’s
control.  Chase Carey, who ended
Ecclestone’s four-decade reign as F1’s chief
executive, told The Associated Press yester-
day that the sport will no longer be run as a
“one-man show.”

Carey, though, will be as dogged as the
86-year-old Ecclestone in negotiations with
circuits, insisting that less-lucrative races in
heartlands like Britain will have to prove
they can become more profitable rather
than being allowed to renegotiate hosting
fees. International sports and entertain-
ment firm Liberty Media, which is con-
trolled by 75-year-old tycoon John Malone,
completed its takeover of F1 on Monday
from investment fund CVC Capital Partners.

Driving growth in the United States is
seen as a priority for Liberty, which also
owns baseball’s Atlanta Braves and has
investments in cable TV companies. F1 cur-
rently only makes one stop during the sea-
son in the United Sates - to Austin, Texas -
but adding a street race is high on Liberty’s
agenda. “We would like to add a destina-
tion race in the US in a location like New
York, L.A., Miami, Las Vegas,” Carey said in a
telephone interview. “We think we can cre-
ate something that will be a really special
event. Obviously the US is all upsides for us.
We haven’t invested in the way we need to
build the US market.”

ONE-MAN SHOW
The sport has remained stuck in the

past, making “events feel a little tired,” while
the modern media landscape was not
grasped by Ecclestone, according to Carey.
“Bernie really ran a one-man show,” Carey
said. “I don’t plan to run a one-man show.”

Although Ecclestone remains on board
as an honorary chairman and will be an F1
adviser, power clearly now rests with Carey,
who is a veteran Fox executive. “The last
half dozen years I think the business has
not reached its potential,” Carey said.  “With
all the things you need to do to be compet-
itive in an increasingly fragmented online
world, you need an organization doing
many things at the same time.”

Carey, who played rugby at Colgate and
holds a Masters degree from Harvard, is a
friend of Rupert Murdoch. He has worked

closely with the media mogul since 1988
and was a former president of 21st Century
Fox. Ecclestone was criticized for overlook-
ing historic popular race venues to move
into new, wealthier markets including Abu
Dhabi, Bahrain and Azerbaijan, which held
its first race last year. The German Grand
Prix has been dropped from the 2017 cal-
endar because of Hockenheim’s financial
difficulties, while the British race at
Silverstone is at risk because of hosting
costs. “Western Europe is important for us
and to some degree we have to engage to
make those races bigger and better than
they are while respecting their heritage,”
Carey said, while ruling out cut-price deals
to keep historic races.

“We are willing to invest in the sport but
we are the new guys so everyone wants to
come in and figure it’s a chance to renego-
tiate. So I don’t think that’s the right mind-
set. We think these races (in places like
Britain and Germany) should be bigger and
more profitable and we are willing to work
with promoters to figure out how to
achieve that. That’s our goal.”

The takeover, which gives F1 an enter-
prise value of $8 billion and an equity value
of $4.4 billion, comes as the series is poised
for a shakeup. Changes such as wider tires,
car design, louder engines, and more over-
taking opportunities are set to make F1
more exciting in a bid to win back a large
chunk of unhappy fans amid flagging
attendances at some races.

“We can certainly do things to make the
race day more engaging, more exciting -
make the race itself more exciting,” Carey
said. “I have gone around and talked to lot
of people and hear many of the same
things about predictability, rules too com-
plicated, engineers overtaking drivers, the
engines could be faster, louder, cheaper.

“And so there are a number of things we
can do to improve the race, the race day.”
Such as tapping into the “excitement and
buzz” found at the NFL’s showpiece game
and turning races into week-long festivals
in host cities.

“What I would like to have is 21 Super
Bowls,” Carey said. “Priority 1 is to make the
races bigger and better. We have some
great races like Singapore, Mexico and Abu
Dhabi but we have to make all the races
have an energy and excitement that really
makes them unique events.” —AP

Formula One’s new owners 
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Ecclestone, the racing Napoleon, forced into exile

YEONGAM: This is a Thursday, Oct. 21, 2010 file photo of Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone, centre, poses for a photo with from left, McLaren
driver Lewis Hamilton,  Ferrari driver Fernando Alonso,  Red Bull driver Mark Webber, McLaren driver Jenson Button, 2nd right,  and Red Bull
Sebastian Vettel at the Korean International Circuit venue for the Korean Grand Prix in Yeongam, South Korea, Bernie Ecclestone’s reign of
Formula One ended after Liberty Media officially completed its takeover of the series on Monday. — AP

Pacquiao says ‘nothing 
final’ on next fight

MANILA: WBO welterweight world cham-
pion Manny Pacquiao said yesterday the
details of his next fight have yet to be
determined, despite widespread reports he
will face Australian Jeff Horn.  Asked in an
interview with ABS-CBN television about a
Horn fight, Pacquiao, said “not yet done,
the negotiation is not yet done”.  “We are
still negotiating about that. Nothing is real-
ly final, the date, who is the opponent.
There are a lot of offers from other coun-
tries.” Pacquiao’s promoter, Bob Arum, has
been widely quoted in international media
as saying that the 38-year-old Filipino
dubbed “Pac-Man” will get into the ring
with Horn in April, possibly in Australia, but
Pacquiao himself has not confirmed this.

The Philippine boxing hero, who par-
layed his sporting fame into election to the
influential Senate last year, also reiterated
his willingness to fight mixed martial arts
star Conor McGregor if his potential super-
fight with Floyd Mayweather fails to materi-
alise. “It could be possible if there is an
intention to negotiate (for) the fight but

definitely in boxing, not in an MMA fight,”
he said.  But the 1.69 metre (5ft 6in)-tall
Pacquiao also said he was not giving up his
position as a playing coach in the
Philippines’ highly-competitive profession-
al basketball league, despite criticism of his
hardcourt performance and Senate duties.

Pacquiao, who plays for the Mahindra
Floodbuster team but who has missed
practice because of his other roles, said he
was not giving up his place on the squad.

“I just make sure that whatever I do out-
side does not affect my work in Senate,” he
said. Pacquiao has previously used his fame
to earn a fortune as a TV host and has even
made forays into singing and acting.  The
Filipino southpaw briefly retired from the
ring after beating American Tim Bradley in
Las Vegas in April but soon made a come-
back, saying he still felt like a youngster.

In his last fight in November, Pacquiao
reclaimed the World Boxing Organization
welterweight title for the third time with a
unanimous-decision victory over former
champion Jessie Vargas in Las Vegas. —AFP

IDALHO: In this Thursday, July 11, 2013 file photo, Chase Carey, President and Chief
Operating Officer, 21st Century Fox, walks during a break at the Allen & Company
Sun Valley Conference in Sun Valley, Idaho. Formula One’s new owners plan to add a
street race in the United States in an attempt to improve a sport which they feel stag-
nated under Bernie Ecclestone’s control.—AP


