
Romantic showbiz musical "La La Land"
topped the Oscars nominations list yes-
terday with a whopping 14 nods, tying

the all-time record set by "Titanic" and "All
About Eve." The movie-a whimsical tribute to
Hollywood's Golden Age of musicals, set in
modern-day Los Angeles-earned nods for
best picture, director for 32-year-old Damien
Chazelle, and for its two stars, Ryan Gosling
and Emma Stone. In second place were sci-fi
movie "Arrival" and coming-of-age drama
"Moonlight," tied at eight nominations each.
This year's crop of nominees clearly reflected
a push by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences to show more diversity after the
#OscarsSoWhite controversy of the past two
years, with multiple black actors and filmmak-
ers earning nods.

For best actor, Gosling will be vying for a
golden statuette at the February 26 Oscars
bash along with Golden Globe winner Casey
Affleck ("Manchester by the Sea"), Andrew
Garfield ("Hacksaw Ridge"), Viggo Mortensen
("Captain Fantastic") and Denzel Washington
("Fences"). In the best actress category,
France's Golden Globe winner Isabelle
Huppert was nominated for her performance
in the rape-revenge thriller "Elle," along with
Stone, Ruth Negga ("Loving"),  Natalie
Portman ("Jackie") and Meryl Streep, who
earned her 20th nomination for "Florence
Foster Jenkins."

Industry watchers had predicted that
Chazelle's "La La Land"-buoyed by a record
seven Golden Globe awards earlier this
month-will triumph at the nominations. But
few thought it would tie for the all-time
record set by "Titanic" and "All About Eve." "La
La Land" will vie for best picture honors with
eight other films (current rules allow for up to
10 nominees in this category) including
"Arrival," grim family drama "Manchester by
the Sea" and "Moonlight." Others in the covet-
ed top category are the film adaptation of
August Wilson's play "Fences," Mel Gibson's
bloody WWII drama "Hacksaw Ridge," the
western "Hell or High Water," the real-life tale
of NASA's black female mathematicians

"Hidden Figures" and Garth Davis's family
drama "Lion."

Tough competition for supporting actress 
In the running for best supporting actress

are three black actresses: past nominee Viola
Davis for "Fences," Oscar winner Octavia
Spencer for "Hidden Figures" and Naomie
Harris for "Moonlight." They will compete
against past Oscar winner Nicole Kidman
("Lion") and Michelle Williams ("Manchester
by the Sea"), who was nominated three times
before. In the best supporting actor category,
Jeff Bridges ("Hell or High Water") will take on
Mahershala Ali of "Moonlight," Dev Patel
("Lion"), Lucas Hedges ("Manchester by the
Sea") and Michael Shannon ("Nocturnal
Animals").

The foreign films nominated are "Land of
Mine" (Denmark),  "A Man Called Ove"
(Sweden), "The Salesman" (Iran), "Tanna"
(Australia) and "Toni Erdmann" (Germany).
The nominations were revealed in the pre-
dawn hours in Los Angeles in an online
broadcast, not at the traditional press confer-
ence. Unlike previous years, this year's nomi-
nees include a number of black actors and
filmmakers, a move that should ease the
diversity row that has cast a shadow over the
Oscars for the past two years.

Almost half the 683 people invited last
year to join the 6,000 plus Academy members
that bestow the Oscars were women and
nearly as many people of color. All 20 nomi-
nees in the main acting categories at last
year's Oscars were white for the second year
running, prompting calls to boycott the glitzy
event and an angry social media backlash
under the hashtag #OscarsSoWhite. The
Academy's board of governors has vowed to
double the number of female and ethnic
minority members by 2020. Late night funny-
man Jimmy Kimmel will host the Oscars on
February 26. — AFP
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Best picture
"Arrival"
"Fences"
"Hacksaw Ridge"
"Hell or High Water"
"Hidden Figures"
"La La Land"
"Lion"
"Manchester by the Sea"
"Moonlight"

Best director
Denis Villeneuve, "Arrival"
Mel Gibson, "Hacksaw Ridge"
Damien Chazelle, "La La Land"
Kenneth Lonergan, "Manchester by the Sea"
Barry Jenkins, "Moonlight" 

Best actor
Casey Affleck, "Manchester by the Sea"
Andrew Garfield, "Hacksaw Ridge" 
Ryan Gosling, "La La Land" 
Viggo Mortensen, "Captain Fantastic" 
Denzel Washington, "Fences" 

Best actress
Isabelle Huppert, "Elle"
Ruth Negga, "Loving"
Natalie Portman, "Jackie"
Emma Stone, "La La Land"
Meryl Streep, "Florence Foster Jenkins"

Best supporting actor
Mahershala Ali, "Moonlight"
Jeff Bridges, "Hell or High Water"
Lucas Hedges, "Manchester by the Sea" 
Dev Patel, "Lion" 
Michael Shannon, "Nocturnal Animals" 

Best supporting actress
Viola Davis, "Fences"
Naomie Harris, "Moonlight"
Nicole Kidman, "Lion"
Octavia Spencer, "Hidden Figures"
Michelle Williams, "Manchester by the Sea"

Best foreign language film
"Land of Mine" (Denmark)
"A Man Called Ove" (Sweden)
"The Salesman" (Iran)
"Tanna" (Australia)
"Toni Erdmann" (Germany)

Best animated feature
"Kubo and the Two Strings"
"Moana"
"My Life as a Zucchini"
"The Red Turtle"
"Zootopia"

Best documentary feature
"Fire at Sea"
"I Am Not Your Negro"
"Life, Animated"
"OJ: Made in America"
"13th"

Best original screenplay
"Hell or High Water" - Taylor Sheridan "La La
Land" - Damien Chazelle "The Lobster" - Yorgos
Lanthimos and Efthimis Filippou "Manchester
by the Sea" - Kenneth Lonergan "20th Century
Women" - Mike Mills 

Best adapted screenplay
"Arrival" - Eric Heisserer
"Fences" - August Wilson
"Hidden Figures" - Allison Schroeder and
Theodore Melfi "Lion" - Luke Davies
"Moonlight" - Barry Jenkins and Tarell Alvin
McCraney Best cinematography:
"Arrival" - Bradford Young
"La La Land" - Linus Sandgren
"Lion" - Greig Fraser
"Moonlight" - James Laxton
"Silence" - Rodrigo Prieto

Best original score
"Jackie" - Mica Levi
"La La Land" - Justin Hurwitz
"Lion" - Dustin O'Halloran and Hauschka
"Moonlight" - Nicholas Britell
"Passengers" - Thomas Newman

Best original song
"Audition (The Fools Who Dream)" from "La La
Land" "Can't Stop The Feeling" from "Trolls"
"City of Stars" from "La La Land" "The Empty
Chair" from "Jim: The James Foley Story" "How
Far I'll Go" from "Moana" Best visual effects:
"Deepwater Horizon"
"Doctor Strange"
"The Jungle Book"
"Kubo and the Two Strings"
"Rogue One: A Star Wars Story"

Number of nominations for films with three
or more nods
"La La Land" - 14
"Arrival" - 8
"Moonlight" - 8
"Hacksaw Ridge" - 6
"Lion" - 6
"Manchester by the Sea" - 6
"Fences" - 4
"Hell or High Water" - 4
"Hidden Figures" - 3
"Jackie" - 3 --AFP

  ’La La Land’ ties record with 14 Oscar nominations

Nominees in main Oscars categories

This file photo shows the cast and crew of ‘La La Land,’ winner of Best Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy posing in the press room during the 74th
Annual Golden Globe Awards at The Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP

As a boy in Saint Petersburg, Semyon Bychkov
would scrounge to buy second-hand
Tchaikovsky scores with pocket change from

lunch money given by his mother. Living in a com-
munal apartment with other families in the city
then called Leningrad, he recalls that by age 12, he
would spend nights in the kitchen-the only room
with both lights and privacy-waving an imaginary
baton as if guiding orchestras to Russia's most
treasured composer.

Bychkov went on to become a renowned conduc-
tor, fleeing the Soviet Union for the West after reach-
ing adulthood to escape anti-Semitism and official
suspicion of his political views. Now 64, the maestro
has put together a Tchaikovsky festival at the New York
Philharmonic, an in-depth exploration through per-
formances from yesterday until February 11. Scholars
have persistently debated whether Tchaikovsky was
uniquely Russian or an extension of the Western classi-
cal tradition.

Although he sees both sides, Bychkov stresses
Tchaikovsky's connection to national identity, saying
that even Russians with little education revere the
composer. "Say Tchaikovsky and their eyes begin to
swell," Bychkov, who speaks with clear delight about
the 19th-century composer, told AFP. The former
music director of the Orchestre de Paris who holds
conducting posts in London at both the BBC
Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Academy of
Music, Bychkov says his passion for Tchaikovsky never

faded despite his difficult past with his homeland.
Not so with Shostakovich, arguably Russia's great-

est 20th-century composer, who struggled under the
stifling control of the Soviet authorities. "There was a
period of about five years that I could not hear the
sounds of his music, let alone perform it, because it
brought me back to what I left," Bychkov says.
Tchaikovsky, however, "is in a way something that has
always been in my life and always will."

New look at final work 
Although Bychkov's relationship with Tchaikovsky

never ebbed, it has evolved. "The music remains the
same," he says. "We change the way we perceive it, or
the way we interpret it." He points to Tchaikovsky's
Symphony No. 6, or "Pathetique," which the composer
premiered in 1893 days before his death. Tchaikovsky
officially died from cholera, but many have long spec-
ulated that he killed himself after the discovery of his
homosexuality. Bychkov-who will close the
Tchaikovsky festival with "Pathetique," which he
recently recorded for Decca Classics with the Czech
Philharmonic Orchestra also believed the suicide
hypothesis.

But he began questioning the theory in recent
years after studying the original score, deciding that
Tchaikovsky wanted the last movement to be more
dynamic and have a faster tempo than how orchestras
have historically performed it. "Its coda, which offered
a proof of resignation, in fact for me is not a resigna-

tion at all but a protest against dying," Bychkov says.
However, "whether he committed suicide or not, I
don't think we will ever know."

Balance between famous and obscure 
Bychkov has included some of Tchaikovsky's com-

paratively obscure works in the festival, including
Piano Concerto No. 2, to be played by Yefim Bronfman,
and the "Manfred" Symphony based on Lord Byron's
poem. Orchestras have often shied away from the
complex "Manfred" Symphony, which evokes the Alps
over nearly one hour. The legendary conductor Arturo
Toscanini condensed it. Bychkov says directors should
be confident in each piece they choose because it
"simply cripples the creation" if they try to alter it.

"It is our challenge to bring it to life in a way that
will reveal that it is a genuine masterpiece." Bychkov
will also conduct Symphony No. 5, one of
Tchaikovsky's most recognizable works besides his
ballet suites for "The Nutcracker" and "Swan Lake." For
Bychkov, even the most famous works can deliver new
meaning. "If performances have real commitment, real
conviction and a real quality, music that is very familiar
will be revealed in a new light-first to ourselves, and
then to an audience." — AFP

OSN, the region's leading pay-TV network, is gear-
ing up for the 89th Academy Awards, bringing you
at-the-minute coverage of the nominations and

exclusive live access to the main event, in a month-long
celebration of all things 'Oscars'. 

You won't miss a beat, with the live 2017 Oscar nomi-
nations kicking off yesterday on OSN.com and OSN Play,
giving on-the-go access to the live event. Then, on
February 27, from 4:30 pm (KSA) on OSN Movies Festival
HD and simultaneously streaming on OSN Play, watch
OSN's live and exclusive coverage of the 89th Academy
Awards, as host Jimmy Kimmel takes to the stage. Viewers
can also revel in all the pre-event glitz and glamour, with
Red Carpet coverage starting from 1am (KSA) with E!

Entertainment's Live from the Red Carpet, and Fashion
Police.

In the lead up to Hollywood's biggest night and all
month long, OSN Movies Festival HD brings a stellar line-
up of Oscar winning and nominated blockbusters from
years gone by to your living room. Every night in February,
from 6pm (KSA), enjoy films -such as 2016 winners
Spotlight (Best Picture and Best Original Screenplay); The
Revenant (Best Director and Best Actor); The Danish Girl
(Best Supporting Actress); Bridge of Spies (Best Supporting
Actor) and the movie that swept the Oscars taking the
prize in six categories, Mad Max: Fury Road (Best Makeup,
Best Sound Editing, Best Sound Mixing, Best Production
Design, Best Film Editing, and Best Costume Design). 

The month-long Academy Award action continues
with 'Oscars on demand' content throughout February.
Winning and nominated titles will be available on OSN
Store; whilst OSN On Demand and OSN Play will have
dedicated folders of the biggest blockbusters.

Missed the Oscars live, or want to relive the excite-
ment? Catch a repeat of the main event at 7pm and 11pm
(KSA) on February 27 on OSN Movies Festival HD and OSN
Play. For detailed schedules and to join the conversation,
visit www.osn.com Get social with OSN on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram @OSN #livetheOscars

#LivetheOscars with OSN

After life performing Tchaikovsky,
conductor keeps discovering

This file photos show French ballerina Leonore Baulac of the Paris Opera Ballet performing during Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake (Lac des cygnes) at
the Bastille Opera house, in Paris. — AFP photos


