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WASHINGTON: The nation’s capital is
bracing for a long, hot summer, and
that’s not even counting the weather.
The White House is immersed in allega-
tions of scandal. Congressional
Republicans are ensnared in their own
divisions. Instead of movement on
health care, taxes and more, partisan dif-
ferences and even infighting within the
ranks of majority Republicans figure to
produce a grim summer slog as lawmak-
ers and the Trump administration grind
it out into August and beyond. That’s tra-
ditionally summer vacation time in
Washington, DC, a time when Congress
goes on a five-week recess and much of
the rest of the town follows suit to
escape the stultifying heat and humidity.
President Barack Obama would embark
on an extended annual visit to Martha’s
Vineyard.

Not this year. With Republicans six
months into full control of Congress and
the White House, but with practically
nothing to show, Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell announced that the Senate
would stay in session an extra two weeks,
into mid-August. Whether results will
improve remains to be seen. The Senate
is currently tied in knots trying to pro-
duce the “Obamacare” repeal-and-
replace bill Republicans have promised
for years. As Russia US election details
have unspooled, President Donald
Trump has not been seen for days,
though he did grant an interview to the
Christian Broadcasting Network to
announce he’d be “very angry” if
Congress failed to produce on health
care. Despite Trump’s low approval rat-
ings and the relentless developments
involving Russia’s election meddling -
which now feature Donald Trump Jr in a

starring role - the president still com-
mands loyalty from a significant slice of
the GOP base. So few elected
Republicans want to cross him by criticiz-
ing him over Russia, much less provoke
his anger. It’s all adding up to frustration,
even misery, for Republicans who’ve seen
their ambitions thwarted on many fronts. 

‘Complex issues’
And the merciless summer slog may

prove the fitting metaphor for an admin-
istration that’s brought stasis and dys-
function to new levels in Washington.
“This has been a difficult time,” acknowl-
edges moderate Republican Sen Susan
Collins of Maine, pointing to the polar-
ization and divisions in the country.
“Unfortunately the president has not
united people,” Collins says. “And so
that’s made it a difficult time to serve, by
far the most difficult of the 20 years that
I’ve been here.” Republican Sen Jeff
Flake of Arizona, who faces a difficult re-
election campaign made more compli-
cated by his past opposition to Trump,
demurred when asked about the lack of
progress in the past six months. “I would
have liked to have gotten more done,
certainly,” Flake said. Why didn’t you?
“Complex issues,” Flake said, smiling. 

President Trump and Russia didn’t
have anything to do with it? “I don’t
want to go there,” he said. Sen Ben
Sasse, R-Neb, refused to discuss the first
six months of the year, but offered a
withering historical critique of Congress
in general. “This institution is stunningly
dysfunctional,” Sasse said. “I’ve done cri-
sis and turnaround projects in nine sec-
tors of the economy. The human capital
problems in Washington, DC, make
everything else pale in comparison.”

Government shutdown
Health care is not the only issue vexing

Republicans. Divisions on taxes, govern-
ment spending and infrastructure raise
doubts about whether the GOP can chalk
up any major legislative achievements
before 2018 re-election campaigns heat
up. And the split over spending even cre-
ates the possibility of a government shut-
down at the end of September. Some
Republicans are quick to point fingers,
with the traditional resentments between
the House and the Senate reaching new
levels. House Republicans, who’ve already
managed to pass a health care bill, snipe
across the Capitol at their counterparts.

“If there’s work to be done then we
should be here,” said GOP Rep Mark
Amodei of Nevada, of the Senate’s deci-
sion to delay its summer recess (the House
has not followed suit). “If it’s we’re going
to sit here and watch the Senate hopefully
do something” - Amodei uttered an exple-
tive which he then amended: “Why don’t
you say bovine scat.” GOP Rep Thomas
Massie of Kentucky offered a pointed
query over Twitter: “If a mechanic had
your car from January to July and didn’t fix
a thing, would you insist he keep working
on it in August?”

Democrats derive some pleasure from
their opponents’ difficulties, but they, too,
have little desire to hang around
Washington for weeks not doing much of
anything. And many don’t bother to hide
their resentment. “We’re waiting to see if
the Republicans can get past the scandals
and get their act together,” said Rep. Linda
Sanchez of California. “The president and
the Republican Congress promised a bold
agenda that was going to help those who
are struggling, and I haven’t seen much of
an actual agenda or anything bold.” —AP

HERAT, Afghanistan: In this file photo, teenagers from the Afghanistan Robotic House, a private training
institute, practice at the Better Idea Organization center, in Herat, Afghanistan. —AP

Four policemen 
killed in SW Pakistan 
QUETTA, Pakistan: Unidentified gunmen on motorcycles
killed four policemen in southwest Pakistan yesterday, the
latest attack to target authorities in restive Balochistan
province. The incident took place in Quetta, the capital of
Balochistan, which has been wracked by separatist and
Islamist violence for more than a decade. Senior police
official Abdul Razzaq Cheema told AFP that police super-
intendent Mubarak Shah was on his way to the office
along with three police guards when the gunmen opened
fire on their vehicle. “The attackers opened fire from dif-
ferent directions, killing Mubarak Shah and his three
police guards,” Cheema said, adding that gunmen then
fled the scene.Mohammad Tayyab, a senior Quetta gov-
ernment official, confirmed the attack and casualties.

Both described the incident as “an act of terrorism”.
No group has yet claimed responsibility. The killing
came four days after a bomb killed a high-profile police
chief and his guard while wounding 11 others in
Chaman, a tense border town in southwestern
Balochistan. Pakistan media reported the Islamic State
group had claimed the Chaman attack. The country has
been battling Islamist and nationalist insurgencies in
mineral-rich Balochistan since 2004, with hundreds of
soldiers and militants killed in the fighting.

Bordering Iran and Afghanistan, it is the largest of
Pakistan’s four provinces, but its roughly seven million
inhabitants have long complained they do not receive a
fair share of its gas and mineral wealth. A greater push
towards peace and development by Pakistani authori-
ties has reduced the violence considerably in recent
years. —AFP

Afghan girls will be allowed
into US for robotics contest
‘If there’s work to be done then we should be here’

Calibri in spotlight as
Fontgate could leave
Pakistan sans Sharif

ISLAMABAD: A typeface has sparked uproar in Pakistan after doc-
uments using the font were produced in a corruption case against
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif-despite being dated a year before the
design was released. Microsoft’s Calibri font was used to type certi-
fied papers naming Sharif’s daughter Maryam as a trustee for sev-
eral of the family’s high-end London properties. The plush apart-
ments are at the heart of the case against the Sharif family, with
authorities and the opposition questioning the legitimacy of funds
used to buy them via offshore companies.

The identity of the legal beneficiaries has formed part of the
probe, and the documents were meant to show that Maryam, who
is Sharif’s presumptive political heir, was a trustee only. But the
papers were dated February 2006 — a year before the font in
which they are typed was in widespread commercial use, accord-
ing to its creator. The same conclusion was drawn by a joint inves-
tigative team (JIT) tasked by Pakistan’s Supreme Court with exam-
ining the corruption claims, which had London’s Radley Forensic
Document Laboratory assess the documents.

Based on that assessment, the JIT rejected the papers as “falsi-
fied” in a report issued earlier this week, and seen by AFP.  The con-
clusion, dubbed #Fontgate, set Pakistani social media alight with
jokes and memes, and was widely repeated in mainstream press,
adding fuel to opposition calls for the prime minister to step down. 

‘More than porn’ 
“Today #calibri was searched more than porn in Pakistan”,

wrote one Twitter user, Sherry. Journalist Mubashir Zaidi said the
PM should now write his resignation “in #Calibri font”. Supporters
of Sharif’s ruling PML-N party argued that Calibri has been publicly
available since 2004. Microsoft did not immediately respond to
AFP’s requests for comment. But the font’s creator, a Dutch design-
er named Lucas De Groot, told AFP in a statement that it was
“unlikely” Calibri had been used in any official documents in 2006.
“(I)n my opinion the document in question was produced much
later,” he said.

De Groot said he began designing Calibri in 2002 and sent the
finalized version to Microsoft in 2004. After that, he said, it was
used in beta versions that would have required “serious effort” to
obtain. The first Microsoft product to use Calibri on a large scale
was Office 2007, he said, which was available to resellers by
November 20, 2006 and for retail by January 30, 2007. —AFP


