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Looking back at these two films, it's easy to note that they
stand quite well on their own. So instead of writing a review
for each film as I would normally do, I thought it would be a

fun exercise to compare them on common ground and see how
they perform. These two adaptations couldn't be more different
on paper but if the last decade of comic book movies dominating
the box-office is any indication - there must be one and only one
that must stand above the rest. So in true comic fashion - let us
face-off Wonder Woman against Spider-Man and see who comes
out on top. 

PLOT
'Wonder Woman' (WW) starts off at the turn of the 20th centu-

ry on the mythical Island Themyscira (pronunciations may vary)
where a young Diana is being thought the origins of her people
as well as how to beat the ever-living snot out of anyone who
dares interfere with the woman of their secluded home. Known as
the Amazons, they believe to be the creations of the God Zeus,
they train and prepare themselves to defeat Ares, the God of War
who struck down their maker before succumbing to defeat him-
self. Unbeknownst to them, World War 1 is raging right outside
their borders and soon the battle reaches their shores with the
arrival of American spy Steve Taylor who crash lands near the
coast and is recused by Diana. After a brief interrogation with the
soldier, she believes it is her divine right to stop Ares himself who
she is convinced is responsible for causing this global conflict. 

The barrage of exposition is a bit rushed but the opening act
masterfully sets up an adventure and story you can't help but be
excited for. It's filled with emotion and our time in Themyscira is

short but immensely memorable. Director Patty Jenkins shows
deft skill with the pacing and knows how to get the best out of
her actors. We'll get into more detail on the story further down
but after so many drawn-out and dull origin stories, it's great to
see a director nail this particularly tricky execution.

'Homecoming' barely bothers with any sort of set-up. It starts
of right where 'Civil War' left off and introduces our new Peter
Parker with quick montages and sight-gags. It's fast paced and

gets the audience comfortable knowing that we are not going to
see Uncle Ben die for the third time. Our main antagonist Adrian
Toomes also gets a couple of scenes and even though they are as
by-the-numbers as it gets, seeing Michael Keaton in another com-
ic book film (25 years after Batman: Returns) is enough of a treat
for me. The lack of substantial scree-time for our main character
however comes to hamper the movie more than I would like but
the overall plot is as enjoyable as the one in WW. So even though
WW follows a more traditional movie structure than
'Homecoming' the overall plot-lines are equally enjoyable.

Winner: First round ends in a tie

CHARACTER
This is the point for me where the two films start diverging in

quality. Gal Gadot may have had her naysayers when first castbut
she absolutely nails the character of Diana Prince here in her first
solo outing. From her teary goodbye with her mother and home-
land to the deft way she carries herself in the outside world,
Jenkins refuses to sink to any cliched fish-out-of-watermoments.
She takes it all in and surveys her surroundings much like any nor-
mal person would but manages to stay head-strong in her quest
to find and defeat Ares, no matter how farfetched that sounds. It
also helps that Steve and his trusty recruits who accompany them
to the Western Front are all lively and have their own sense of
character. When we finally get to the film's set-piece action scene,
not only has the movie earned this epic moment but so have the
characters. This sequence in 'No Man's Land' will go down in the
genre's history books and is simply one of the best ever introduc-
tions to a superhero. It's grandiose, thrilling and is actually shot in
a coherent manner the audience can follow. The next scene
where Diana and Steve take in and just live in the moment as it
slowly starts to snow (something Diana has never seen before) is
easily my favourite part of the film. This scene alone proved that
Warner Brothers and DC made the right choice with their director
whose more personal touch lends the film much needed breath-
ing space and really solidifies who these characters really are.

Tom Holland's Peter Parker in comparison never gelled with
me. The story of Peter juggling the duties of being a super hero
and an ordinary kid isn't anything we haven't seen before but
Marvel once again is unable to take any sort of risks with its main
character. Sam Raimi's Spider-Man might have been a bit goofy
but at least Raimi took the time to develop who he was and what
is motivations are. Here, the motivations are all over the place. At
first Peter seems hell-bent on impressing Tony Stark so he could
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