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SOCCER

NOTTINGHAM: South Africa’s Quinton de Kock (L) appeals for the wicket of England’s Moeen Ali (R) on the fourth day of the second Test match between England and South Africa at Trent Bridge cricket ground in Nottingham, central
England yesterday. — AFP

NOTTINGHAM: Vernon Philander led a fine all-
round bowling effort as South Africa thrashed
England by 340 runs in the second Test at Trent
Bridge yesterday. Victory saw the Proteas level the
four-match series at 1-1 after they themselves had
been well beaten by 211 runs in the first Test at
Lord’s. England, set a mammoth 474 runs for victo-
ry, collapsed to 133 all out 40 minutes before tea on
the fourth day.

Man-of-the-match Philander took three wickets
for 24 runs in 10 overs, including an early double
strike. That gave him five wickets in total in a match
where he also made scores of 54 and 42 with the
bat. No England batsman made a fifty in a second
innings where former captain Alastair Cook’s 42
was the top score.

The most made by any side to win in the fourth
innings of a Test is the West Indies’ 418 for seven
against Australia at St John’s in 2003. But the more
immediate task for England yesterday was to see if
they could at least keep South Africa in the field.
They failed miserably, the hosts bowled out in 44.2
overs despite South Africa being without Kagiso
Rabada after the fast bowler was suspended for
swearing at England’s Ben Stokes at Lord’s.

‘BETTER BASICS’ 
A sign of the difference in batting application

between the teams was that South Africa’s first
innings 335 lasted 96.2 overs, while England were
bowled out twice in 96.1 overs. “We did our basics a

lot better, put England under pressure for longer
periods in the game,” South Africa captain Faf du
Plessis, who did not play at Lord’s following the
birth of his first child, told Sky Sports.

Meanwhile a delighted Philander said: “All the
senior players put their hand up and made it easy
for us. “Coming into the Test I was a bit cold, but I
got my groove going and I’m feeling a lot better.”
For England captain Joe Root this chastening
defeat, the hosts’ first loss in eight Tests at Trent
Bridge, was in marked contrast to his first match as
skipper at Lord’s. “We weren’t good enough with
the bat for the whole game,” he said. England
resumed with Cook and fellow left-handed opener
Jennings both unbeaten on nought. Philander,
renowned for his ability to move the ball at a lively
fast-medium pace, had a wicket with just his fifth
ball yesterday.

South Africa-born Jennings (three) was undone
by a nip back delivery that uprooted his off stump.
Gary Ballance, in his third stint of Test cricket and
under huge pressure for his place, was then lbw to
Philander on review for four.

Philander had taken two for eight in 19 balls,
with Root once more coming in after a top-order
slump. Root had made 190 in his first innings as
captain at Lord’s and top-scored with 78 in their
meagre first innings 205 this match.

But he fell cheaply yesterday, Chris Morris pro-
ducing an excellent yorker to knock over the
Yorkshireman’s off-stump. Cook’s near two-hour

innings ended when he was beaten for pace by a
well-directed Morris bouncer and gloved down the
legside, where wicket-keeper Quinton de Kock held
a fine catch. It meant Morris had taken two for two
in 20 balls, with Cook’s exit the cue for England to
lose their last seven wickets for just 61 runs. Only
last year Stokes (258) and Jonny Bairstow (150 not
out) shared a stunning partnership of 399 against
South Africa at Cape Town.

‘DUMB BATTING’ 
But their stand on Monday was worth just 12

when Bairstow (16) dragged an intended drive off
left-arm spinner Keshav Maharaj straight to mid-on.
“I can’t believe I have seen that,” said angry former
England captain Michael Vaughan, commentating
on BBC Radio’s Test Match Special.

“All you need to do is dangle the carrot and
they’ll go for it. Dumb batting! What is he thinking?”
Moeen Ali hit six fours in his 27 before he too made
a present of his wicket to Maharaj, sweeping the
spinner straight to square leg. Stokes at least
gutsed it out for more than an hour while making
18 before he was caught and bowled off a low
checked drive by Philander.

England lost their last three wickets on 133,
paceman Duanne Olivier-only playing because
Rabada was banned-ending the match when he
dismissed Mark Wood and James Anderson with
successive deliveries. The series continues at The
Oval on July 27. — AFP

Philander leads S Africa rout of England
SCOREBOARD

South Africa 1st Innings: 335

South Africa 2nd Innings

Heino Kuhn c Root b Anderson 8

Dean Elgar c Anderson b Stokes 80

Hashim Amla lbw b Dawson 87

Quinton de Kock c Bairstow b Anderson 1

Faf du Plessis lbw b Stokes 63

Temba Bavuma c Root b Ali 15

Vernon Philander c and b Ali 42

Chris Morris c Ballance b Ali 13

Keshav Maharaj c Broad b Ali 1

Morne Morkel not out 17

Extras: (8b, 8lb) 16

TOTAL: (for 9 wickets dec.) 343

Overs: 104.

Did not bat: Duanne Olivier.

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-153, 3-154, 4-216, 5-253, 6-275, 7-

304, 8-307, 9-343.

Bowling: James Anderson 20-4-45-2, Stuart Broad 19-4-

60-0, Mark Wood 18-5-68-0, Moeen Ali 16-2-78-4, Ben

Stokes 20-4-34-2, Liam Dawson 11-1-42-1.

England 2nd Innings

Alastair Cook c De Kock b Morris 42

Keaton Jennings b Philander 3

Gary Ballance lbw b Philander 4
Joe Root b Morris 8
Jonny Bairstow c Morris b Maharaj 16
Ben Stokes c and b Philander 18
Moeen Ali c Kuhn b Maharaj 27
Liam Dawson not out 5
Stuart Broad c Morkel b Maharaj 5
Mark Wood c Morris b Olivier 0
James Anderson c De Kock b Olivier 0
Extras: (5lb) 5
TOTAL: (all out) 133
Overs: 44.2
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-28, 3-55, 4-72, 5-84, 6-122, 7-126, 8-
133, 9-133, 10-133.
Bowling: Morne Morkel 13-4-30-0, Vernon Philander 10-
3-24-3, Duanne Olivier 3.2-0-25-2, Chris Morris 6-3-7-2,
Keshav Maharaj 12-2-42-3.
Result: South Africa won by 340 runs.

Series: Four-test series level at 1-1.

NOTTINGHAM, England: Scoreboard yesterday after South Africa beat England by 340 runs in the second test at
Trent Bridge to level the four-match series at 1-1.

UTRECHT: Netherland’s Vivianne Miedema (C) vie for the ball with Norway’s Ingrid Hjelmseth (L) and Maren
Mjelde during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2017 football tournament between Norway and The Netherlands at
Galgenwaard Stadium in Utrecht on Sunday. —AFP

UTRECHT: Shanice van de Sanden’s bullet
header lifted hosts the Netherlands past
Norway while Denmark beat Belgium as the
women’s Euro tournament kicked off with
two Group A games on Sunday. Liverpool
winger Van de Sanden’s 66th-minute goal
gave the Dutch a deserved win over the
2013 runners-up in the competition opener
in Utrecht.

In Doetinchem, Sanne Troelsgaard
spoiled Belgium’s European championship
debut as she headed home on just six min-
utes after Belgian keeper Justien Odeurs had
tipped a free kick into the crossbar. Van de
Sanden capitalised on a superb cross from
Lieke Martens from the left wing that found
her face to face with helpless Norway keeper
Ingrid Hjelmseth.

Pleasing Utrecht ’s sold-out
Galgenwaard stadium, the Dutch were on
the front foot throughout the game, with
Martens and Arsenal striker Anna Miedema
a constant threat. Martens was denied

twice by Hjelmseth early into the game as
the keeper first cleared her shot in the first
minute following a cross from van de
Sanden, then tipped another over the bar
ten minutes later.

Miedema, who turned only 21 on
Saturday, sent two shots wide after halftime,
then another five minutes from the end.
“There was team work, there was fighting
spirit, and we also wanted to play good foot-
ball,” said Dutch coach Sarina Wiegman.

“Today all those ingredients were there.
That’s something to be proud of.” Norway
had a good chance in the second minute
when Kristine Minde chipped the ball over
Dutch keeper Sari van Veenendaal but failed
to find the goal. Norway’s coach Martin
Sjoegren said the hosts’ victory was “fair.”

“We had major problems in our attacking
game and we ended up very disorganised in
defence because of that.” Denmark dominat-
ed the first half after the early goal and Nadia
Nadim almost made it 2-0, but her two shots

were blocked by the Belgian defence-the
second one with an arm but no penalty was
awarded.

“We played a decent first half and we
deserved to score,” said Denmark coach Nils
Nielsen. “In the second half Belgium started
causing us trouble and it was a bit tough but
my players fought hard for the win and I am
happy about that.”

Belgium stepped up their pressure after
halftime, but Janice Cayman flicked Maud
Coutereels’s header into Danish keeper Stina
Petersen who also stopped a low shot from
Tessa Wullaert, Belgium’s offensive gem.
Belgium got the closest to scoring just before
the end when Danish defender Simone Boye
deflected Wullaert’s free kick into the cross-
bar with a header.

“We started off with too much respect for
Denmark and in awe of the finals but at half-
time I told them not to show Denmark that
much respect... it’s a pity we didn’t equalise,”
said Belgium coach Ives Serneels. — AFP
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