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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is beginning to
reap the benefits of Chinese investment
in renewable energy infrastructure, with
the opening of the first wind power proj-
ect constructed as part of the huge
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor,
aimed at overhauling the country ’s
transport and energy systems.

The nearly 50 megawatt wind farm is
located on over 680 acres (275 hectares)
of land in Jhimpir, near the shores of the
picturesque Keenjhar Lake, around two
hours’ drive from the city of Karachi.

Jhimpir is part of the so-called
“Gharo-Jhimpir wind corridor” in Sindh
province, a 180 km (110 mile) stretch of
coastal land that the Pakistan
Meteorological Department says has the
potential to produce 11,000 MW of elec-
tricity through wind power.

The corridor is home to Pakistan’s ear-
liest wind project, which began in 2009
with just a few turbines and was upgrad-
ed to an installed capacity of 56 MW by
2012. The new wind farm, which opened
last month, has been developed by

Sachal Energy Development, with
financing from the Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China.

Pakistan and China have signed
around $57 billion of energy and infra-
structure projects under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Most
of this investment is going towards coal-
fired power plants, fuelled both by
imported coal and by coal mines in
Pakistan’s Thar Desert.

The CPEC projects aim to boost ener-
gy production in Pakistan to reduce
shortages that lead to regular power
outages. The country can produce as
much as 23,000 MW of power, but
experts say that there is a shortfall of as
much as 5,000 MW during periods of
peak demand - and demand is increas-
ing by the day given the rapidly growing
population.

CPEC energy projects are expected to
add around 17,000 MW to the national
grid in the next few years through what
are being called “early harvest” projects
to overcome the energy crisis.

Most of these are coal-powered
plants, such as the 1,320 MW Sahiwal
plant in Punjab, which was inaugurated
this month. But CPEC also includes some
renewable energy projects. The Quaid-e-
Azam solar park in Bahawalpur, in south-
ern Punjab, is due to generate 1,000 MW,
while a further 250 MW will come from
the wind corridor in Sindh.

Zeeshan Ashfaq, a research analyst
who works for the World Wind Energy
Association, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation in an inter view that
Pakistan’s grid currently has more wind
power capacity than solar power capac-
ity. “Today we only have 400 MW of grid-
connected solar energy from Quaid-e-
Azam solar park, whereas we have 640
MW of grid-connected wind energy
already in Jhimpir”, including previously
installed wind projects, Ashfaq said.

Room for renewables 
The Gharo-Jhimpir wind corridor,

mapped in 2013 by the US National
Renewable Energy Laboratory, contains

vast stretches of saline land, unsuitable
for agriculture and dotted only with a
few bushes.

“Thirteen projects are already opera-
tional here and others are in the
pipeline. By the end of this year, an addi-
tional 200 MW of energy will be added
to the grid,” Ashfaq said.

In June, the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), a member of the
World Bank Group, announced that it
will provide $66 million, and mobilize a
further $172 million, to help build three
50 MW wind power projects in the
Gharo-Jhimpir wind corridor.
Triconboston Consulting Corporation,
part of a Pakistani textile group that
entered the renewable energy market in
2015, will operate the plants, which the
IFC says will collectively form Pakistan’s
largest wind farm.

The World Bank has now started map-
ping Pakistan’s entire wind potential,
looking at wind corridors in Punjab as
well. “With global pricing coming down,
the market for renewables is kicking off.

There is a lot of interest from investors,”
explained Shabana Khawar, the IFC’s
principal country officer in Pakistan.

Khawar said the IFC is the largest pri-
vate-sector investor in power in Pakistan
and is focusing on hydro, wind and solar
projects. She estimates that there are
more than 2,000 MW of mid- to large-
scale wind and hydro projects in the
pipeline.

The wind projects include feed-in tar-
iffs, which make them attractive to
investors by guaranteeing payments for
the electricity produced. In March, the
National Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) set the benchmark
tariff at 6.7 U.S. cents per unit of power
produced.

Amjad Awan, chief executive officer
of the government’s Alternative Energy
Development Board, said that because
wind power production depends on the
strength of the wind at any time, it is
important to create an energy mix, such
as of wind and solar power or wind and
natural gas. —Reuters

In coal-focused Pakistan, a wind power breeze is blowing

LONDON: British airline EasyJet
said yesterday that its chief execu-
tive Carolyn McCall will step down
at the end of the year to become
head of television channel IT V.
“After seven years, the opportunity
from ITV felt like the right one to
take,” McCall said in a company
statement of her switch to the
British independent channel. 

“It is a fantastic company in a
dynamic and stimulating sector,” she
added. The announcement comes
just a few days after the no-frills air-
line said it would create EasyJet
Europe, based in Vienna, in order to
keep flying unhindered across the
European Union after Brexit. EasyJet
said a search for McCall’s successor
had begun. “Carolyn built and led
the management team that has
transformed EasyJet’s performance
in every respect since 2010,” compa-
ny chairman John Barton said in the
statement.

“Having first built a solid opera-
tional performance, she redefined
the customer experience not just at
EasyJet but across short-haul
Europe and has seen both the num-
ber and loyalty of EasyJet’s passen-
gers grow as a result,” he added.

‘High-caliber’ 
On her appointment at ITV, the

broadcaster ’s chairman Peter
Bazalgette said in a statement: “In a
very impressive field of high caliber
candidates, Carolyn stood out for

her track record in media, experi-
ence of an international operation,
clear strategic acumen and strong
record of delivering value to share-
holders.” Prior to becoming CEO of
EasyJet, McCall had been chief
executive of Guardian Media
Group.

From January, she will replace
Adam Crozier at ITV, who stepped
down from his role in June. McCall’s
annual salary will  be £900,000
($1.18 million, 1.0 million euros)
alongside a sizeable pension, other
long-term incentives and bonuses.

She “will also receive awards to
compensate for remuneration
arrangements forfeited on leaving
her previous employer”, ITV said. In
morning trades, EasyJet shares
were down 0.3 percent at £14.07,
while ITV jumped 3.0 percent to
180.2 pence.

London’s benchmark FTSE 100
index, on which both companies
are listed, was up 0.3 percent at
7,398.50 points compared with the
close on Friday. McCall is one of
only seven women heading a FTSE
company following her switch.

‘Tougher times’ 
“McCall has understanding of

the commercial side of the (ITV)
business, which complements a
creative chairman... and (she) has
weathered some tougher times at
EasyJet while trebling the share
price,” said Jefferies equity analyst
Tamsin Garrity. Despite increas-
ing profits massively during her
time at EasyJet, McCall has faced
much tougher times recently. 

EasyJet’s losses grew signifi-
cantly during the first half of its
f inancia l  year  owing to  the
Brex i t - fuel led  s lump in  the
pound and a  later  t iming of
Easter. The collapsing value of
the pound weighs on EasyJet’s
performance because it makes
dol lar -pr iced jet  fue l  more
expensive, ramping up the cost
of running aircraft.

EasyJet last week said it had
applied for a new air operator’s
certificate in Austria to continue
flying across Europe regardless of
the f inal  Brexi t  deal  bet ween
Brussels and London.

Britain’s airline industry has
soared over the last two decades
under the Single European Sky
system, which lifted trade restric-
t ions  on EU a i r l ines.  Unless
Brit ish negotiators manage to
secure preferential conditions,
British airlines could lose this sta-
tus once the country leaves the
European Union. —AFP
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LUTON, UK: This file photo taken on February 10, 2016 shows
EasyJet CEO Carolyn McCall speaks during an interview at the
airline’s headquarters at Luton airport, north of London. —AFP

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras (left) smiles, while he arrives
for his meeting with Greek Labor Minister Efi Achtsioglou (right) at the labor
ministry in central Athens yesterday. Bolstered by its third bailout program
and positive reports from the European Union, Greece is planning an immi-
nent test of the bond market, local media said this weekend.  —AFP

In this Oct 4, 2011, file photo, a core sample drilled from underground rock
near Ely, Minn., shows a band of shiny minerals containing copper, nickel and
precious metals, center, that Twin Metals Minnesota LLC, hopes to mine near
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in northeastern Minnesota. The
fight over whether to allow copper-nickel mining near the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area of northeastern Minnesota is shifting to St. Paul. —AP

NEW YORK: Subway wants to freshen up the
look of its stores as it tries to stem a sales
decline. The sandwich chain says the redesign
- which includes a brighter atmosphere, dis-
plays of vegetables behind the counter and
ordering tablets - is the first major revamp
since the early 2000s. The changes will take
place as stores around the country are remod-
eled and new ones are built.

The makeover comes as Subway’s sales
have fallen for four straight years amid com-
petition from places including Jimmy John’s
and Firehouse Subs. Since 2012, Subway’s
average annual sales per store are down 13
percent at $420,000, according to industry
tracker Technomic. Last year, its number of
U.S. stores also shrank for the first time,
though it still had more than 26,700 locations.
Don Fertman, Subway’s chief development
officer, says franchisee agreements require
them to remodel stores every seven to 10
years. Fertman says the current “Tuscany”
design was intended in part to reflect the
Italian heritage of founder Fred DeLuca, who
died in 2015. His sister, Suzanne Greco, is now
CEO of the privately held company.

“It’s been working for us since the early
2000s,” Fertman said, but noted that it was
time to evolve. In the US and Canada, new
stores will be built using the redesign. About
150 stores will get the new look in the com-
ing months, Fertman said. By the end of next
year, he said 3,000 to 5,000 stores globally
should have it, with most of those being in
the United States and Canada.

Some have reservations about the plans.
John Gordon, a restaurant industry analyst,
said Subway might be better off focusing
on improving its food before turning to
remodeling, given the tight financial situa-
tions of many franchisees. While the com-
pany hasn’t yet specified the cost,  the
remodeling looks like it will be pricey for
franchisees, notes Keith Miller, who has
three Subway stores in Northern California.
Miller, who is also head of the Coalition of
Franchisee Associations, said two key ques-
tions are whether remodeling would boost
sales, and whether franchisees can afford it.
If franchisees can’t afford it, Miller said it’s
not really a solution. “How do you require
someone to do something that they can’t
financially do?” he said. —AP
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In this January 2017 photo provided by Subway shows the interior of a remodeled
Subway store in Knoxville, Tennessee. —AP

CHENNAI:  On a sweltering summer morning
in the southern Indian city of Chennai,  a
dozen garment workers crowd into a small
courtroom for the latest hearing in a protract-
ed battle over low wages in factories supply-
ing global fashion brands. The women are
among tens of thousands of workers in Tamil
Nadu state - the largest hub in India’s $40 bil-
lion-a-year textile and garment industry - who
are seeking millions of dollars in compensa-
tion following a landmark court ruling last
year that declared they had long been grossly
underpaid.

The Madras High Court ordered that the
garment workers should receive a pay rise of
up to 30 percent - the first minimum wage hike
for 12 years - and that they could claim arrears
going back to 2014.

But 12 months on, many factory bosses
have failed to pay up. Squeezed into a corner at
the back of the stuffy Chennai courtroom, a

middle-aged woman leans against the blue
walls, clutching polythene bags full of docu-
ments to prove her claim.

Normally she spends her days hunched over
a sewing machine, stitching skirts, shirts and
dresses destined for high streets around the
world. But for months she has been taking days
off work to attend court. “I forgo a day’s salary
to come for these hearings. It may not seem
like a big amount, but for us it is hard earned
money,” said the 48-year-old seamstress, who
did not wish to be identified fearing it would
impact her case.

“I am only asking for what is rightfully mine.
And they won’t even tell me how they are cal-
culating my dues.” More than 150 claims have
been filed against tailoring and export gar-
ment manufacturing units in the Chennai
region alone, according to data requested by
the Thomson Reuters Foundation under the
Right to Information Act. —Reuters

MINNEAPOLIS: The fight over whether to
allow copper-nickel mining near the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area of northeast-
ern Minnesota is shifting to the capital city
as the US Forest Service opens a new set of
public meetings on its proposal to bar min-
erals exploration and development on
more than 234,000 acres near the pristine
wilderness for up to 20 years.

The meetings this coming Tuesday in St.
Paul and in the Iron Range city of Virginia
on July 25, follow one held in Duluth in
March. They ’ve already become con-
tentious. Mining supporters have
announced plans to boycott the St. Paul
meeting. They plan a show of force at the
Virginia event instead.

The proposal
The Obama administration announced

in December that it would not renew min-
eral rights leases held by Twin Metals
Minnesota, dealing a potentially fatal blow
to the company’s efforts to build a large
underground copper-nickel mine near Ely.
At the same time the Interior and
Agriculture departments also announced a
two-year “time out” to study and engage
the public on whether any prospecting or
mining should be permitted on more than
234,000 acres in the Superior National
Forest just outside the Boundary Waters.
That land is in a watershed that flows into
the wilderness area, and it includes the
Twin Metals site. The agencies cited the
threat of acid mine drainage to the area
and its tourism economy.

The meetings are part of a public com-
ment process that runs until Aug 11. Two
decades is the longest the agencies could
withdraw the lands from mineral explo-
ration on their own. Congress would have
to approve a permanent set-aside.

The boycott
Mining supporters are boycotting the St.

Paul hearing and planning a march to the
Virginia meeting. The boycott is organized
by labor and business groups that say

northeastern Minnesota residents - not
Twin Cities environmentalists - should have
the final say on what happens in their
region. They also say that closing the land
to mining would cost the state thousands
of jobs from future projects, billions of dol-
lars in investment in northeastern
Minnesota and billions in potential rev-
enues for public education.

The Save the Boundary Waters cam-
paign and other mining opponents plan to
rally before the St. Paul meeting.

The trump administration
While the Trump administration has

generally expressed support for tapping
natural resources, it’s proceeding with the
two-year study for now, and the Justice
Department is seeking to dismiss a lawsuit
by Twin Metals that seeks to force renewal
of its leases.

At a congressional hearing in May,
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, who
oversees the Forest Service, said he and
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke agreed they
would make no decision before the study
concludes.

Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell testi-
fied the study could conclude that mining
upstream from the wilderness “may be too
hazardous.”

The local congressman
US Rep Rick Nolan, a Democrat who rep-

resents northeastern Minnesota, is trying
to get the Trump administration to change
course. The Congressional Western Caucus
has sent a letter signed by 26 representa-
tives to Zinke and Perdue, asking them to
reverse the Obama administration’s deci-
sions on both the study and the leases.
Nolan said in an interview that he and GOP
Rep. Tom Emmer of Minnesota had a “very
good conversation” recently with Zinke,
and he’s been assured of a meeting with
Perdue. He said Zinke is “very supportive of
mining ... provided it’s done in a way that
protects the air, the water, the environment
and natural surroundings.” —AP
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