
Damon Albarn of the English band Gorillaz performs for
the first time at the Quebec City Summer Festival.

Ethiopian-American singer Kelela performs on stage.
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The path from pop to screen stardom is
strewn with the wreckage of a thousand
broken dreams but British singer Harry

Styles may have pulled it off first time in wartime
epic "Dunkirk". If initial reactions to the big-bud-
get wartime epic-which is released this week-are
anything to go by, Styles may be about to join a
select club that includes David Bowie and Mark
Wahlberg as rare exceptions to the rule. The One
Direction singer plays a teenage British soldier
desperate to escape northern France in 1940 as
German troops push the Allies into the sea.

"Harry put in an amazing performance," said
the film's British director Christopher Nolan, the
man behind some of the biggest blockbusters
ever made. "He very much earned his seat at the
table and did a wonderful job," the maker of
"Interstellar", "Inception" and "The Dark Knight"
told AFP. Critics canvassed after its red-carpet
premiere this weekend were also pleasantly sur-
prised by how well the pop star did, with one
tweeting "Harry Styles can act!"

The 23-year-old singer trained with the film's
stunt crew before the arduous shoot on the
same beaches from which 338,000 British, French
and Canadian troops were evacuated despite
constant shelling and bombing raids in the nine
days that became known as the "Miracle of
Dunkirk". 

Big gamble 
Styles has screen time alongside heavy-

weights Cillian Murphy, Kenneth Branagh and
Mark Rylance in the movie.

But co-star Jack Lowden said neither he nor
the film's other big screen first-timers, British
actors Fionn Whitehead and Tom Glynn-Carney,
looked out of place in such company. "It 's
remarkable what the boys did," he told AFP. "On a
set like this you could pick the wrong two or
three guys and they could implode on you.
Christopher Nolan took a gamble and it worked."
Styles, whose debut solo single "Sign of the
Times" topped the charts in 84 countries in May,

admitted that the shoot, which was hampered
by bad weather, was tough and that he was
"overwhelmed" by his first few days on set.

Unlike almost all big Hollywood directors,

Nolan eschews special effects.  He insisted on
using the actual locations where the events took
place, real warships and World War II aircraft and
many of the original "little boats" that brought
the soldiers safely to England. Nor did he stop
filming when gales blasted the French coast,
tearing lumps off an historic jetty he had had
rebuilt.  "The whole film was a bit of a challenge.
We were not working in normal film set condi-
tions," Styles told AFP before its premiere in
Dunkirk on Sunday. "Chris is very visceral in the
way he works, which can be intense at times. It
was nothing of course compared to the real sto-
ry... but yeah it was tough."

Who's Harry Styles? 
Styles's character Alex is one of a group of

young soldiers whose ordeal on the beaches is
followed over a week in the film. "Alex has this
edge to him. He comes off a little more hardened
than the other guys. Alex likes the idea of being
the tough guy, but he's also really scared," he

said. "It is impossible to know how you would
have reacted (in that situation). And luckily we
haven't had to.

"Growing up in England you learn a little bit
about Dunkirk in school. But because it is not our
finest moment it is often washed over and told
quite quickly," Styles added. "It is this fairytale
story of people who were on the beach and then
were picked up and taken home" by the plucky
little boats. Nolan, 46, who made his name with
"Memento" starring Guy Pearce in 2000, admit-
ted that he didn't really know who Styles was
before he began casting for the film.

"My kids talked about him, but I don't think I
was that aware of how famous Harry was. "We
were looking at thousands and thousands of
young men in open casting calls" when Harry
put himself forward, he said. "We were deter-
mined to cast fresh faces-unknowns ironically...
(but) Harry very much earned his seat at the
table." — AFP

(From left) British actor Tom Glynn-Carney, British singer, songwriter and actor Harry Styles, British film producer Emma Thomas,
British-American film director Christopher Nolan, British actor Jack Lowden, British actor Fionn Whitehead pose on July 16, 2017, dur-
ing a photo-call at the cinema Ocine in Dunkirk, for the premier of the movie "Dunkirk". — AFP photos

(From left) British actor Tom Glynn-Carney, British singer, songwriter and actor Harry Styles, British actor
Jack Lowden and British actor Fionn Whitehead pose during a photo-call at the cinema Ocine in Dunkirk,
for the premier of the movie "Dunkirk".

Harry Styles shines in debut film 'Dunkirk'

British singer, songwriter and actor Harry
Styles poses during a photo-call.

US filmmaker George A Romero, whose
1968 cult classic "Night of the Living
Dead" spawned the zombie movie

genre, died on Sunday aged 77. Tributes
poured in from Hollywood and beyond for
the legendary director who according to his
manager Chris Roe passed away "listening to
the score of The Quiet Man, one of his all-time
favorite films."  "He died peacefully in his
sleep, following a brief but aggressive battle
with lung cancer, and leaves behind a loving
family, many friends, and a filmmaking legacy
that has endured, and will  continue to
endure, the test of time," Chris Roe added in a
brief statement.

Shot in black-and-white on a budget of
just over $100,000,  "Night of the Living Dead"
daringly featured black actor Duane Jones as
its lead in a script about a group of people
attempting to survive an attack by re-animat-
ed corpses. Some film scholars later suggest-
ed it was a subversive critique of US society

during the 1960s, while its gory realism was
reminiscent of footage from the Vietnam war
that was airing on American TV at the time.
The film went on to gross over $30 million
worldwide, and led to five sequels including
"Dawn of the Dead" and "Day of the Dead"-
inspiring an entire genre that remains a
Hollywood staple to this day, though the
director admitted he was himself influenced
by Richard Matheson's 1954 novel "I Am
Legend."

"Night of the Living Dead" was added by
the Library of Congress in 1999 to its National
Film Registry for works considered "culturally,
historically, or aesthetically significant." Other
notable works include 1981's "Knightriders",
about a traveling medieval reenactment
troupe that jousts on motorcycles, and 1982's
horror anthology "Creepshow" written by
author Stephen King.—AFP

Rap mogul Jay-Z on Sunday extended
his record as the solo artist with the
most number-one US albums, after a

one-week delay when his Tidal streaming
service declined to release data. "4:44"
debuted at the top of the Billboard album
sales chart for the week through Thursday,
replacing rapper DJ Khaled's "Grateful" and
marking Jay-Z's 14th number one, tracking
service Nielsen Music said.

Jay-Z expanded his lead as the solo artist
with the most number-one albums since the
chart's creation in its current form in 1956.
Bruce Springsteen and Barbra Streisand are
tied in second place at 11. Among all artists,
Jay-Z trails only The Beatles who have 19
number-one albums in the United States.
Unusually for such a high-profile release,
"4:44" entered the chart only on its second
week after Jay-Z released it on CD, Apple's
iTunes and rival streaming services-with the

exception of Spotify. It sold 262,000 units.
Jay-Z released the album on June 30 as

an exclusive on his Tidal streaming service,
which is partly owned by telecom operator
Sprint. Tidal, which has been trying to close
Spotify's sizable lead as the biggest stream-
ing service, did not release data for its first
week. Tidal, which is privately held by entre-
preneurs led by Jay-Z, has been guarded
about releasing its streaming figures publicly.
Sprint also gave away free downloads of
"4:44," which would be ineligible for the chart
under Nielsen Music's criteria. The album,
Jay-Z's first in four years, won favorable
reviews and marked growing introspection
from the 47-year-old rapper. Jay-Z on the
album apologizes to his wife, pop superstar
Beyonce, for infidelity, references their new-
born twins and supports his mother as she
comes out as lesbian. — AFP

If the progressive rockers who briefly domi-
nated the cultural landscape in the 1970s
were just getting started today, how

would they sound? Perhaps like the band
Atsuko Chiba. The Montreal-based group
played Sunday on the final night of the 50th
anniversary edition of Quebec City's summer
festival, which featured massive acts from
Metallica to the Backstreet Boys but also
aimed to give space to emerging artists.
Atsuko Chiba takes inspiration from prog
rock, the movement that gained force in the
early 1970s and treated music more as classi-
cal symphonies than as radio-friendly jingles.

But prog rock, as Atsuko Chiba's guitarist
and synthesizer player Kevin McDonald not-
ed, was itself an amalgamation of influences,
and the Montreal group casts its net wide.
"Wasabi Hands," the opening track off its lat-
est EP, "The Memory Empire," is dominated by
a heavy bass as a whirl of guitar effects builds
and the tempo switches gears. In a clear
departure from classic prog rock, Karim
Lakhdar's vocals on the song take their cue
from hip-hop and punk, delivering punches
in a style reminiscent of Rage Against the
Machine's Zack de la Rocha.

"Damonsta Titillates," another track off
"The Memory Empire," floats with sci-fi elec-
tronica over 10 minutes before exploding into
furious guitars and screams. "For me, prog
rock has always been about pushing bound-
aries and trying to do something a little bit
different-bringing a tasteful amount of tech-
nicality while also trying to write very inter-
esting and evolving musical numbers,"
McDonald said. All five members of Atsuko
Chiba grew up listening to King Crimson, one
of the pioneering prog rock bands.

"We are fans of prog rock for sure-we will
wear that influence pretty proudly,"
McDonald said with a laugh.  "But we're also
fans of a whole bunch of other things, too,
like hip-hop and punk and rock music and
electronic music." Atsuko Chiba, which
sounds like the name of a Japanese woman,

has no connection to Japan. McDonald chose
the moniker on a whim as the band formed
six years ago after watching the anime film
"Paprika." The group, which released two sep-
arate EPs last year, strives for flexibility in form
and often lets its songs segue into one anoth-
er. Atsuko Chiba designed its own studio in a
remote industrial area of Montreal where the
band jams at night. "We really wanted to
build a space that would allow us to be cre-
ative and to do our own music and record it
and release it on our own," McDonald said.

Sensual punk from Madagascar 
The 11-day festival, known by its French

name Festival d'ete de Quebec, draws some
90,000 people to its giant main stage but also
features small stages across the historic
provincial capital. One of the more provoca-
tive acts to play was The Dizzy Brains, a group
from Madagascar that transports the energy
of punk rock to the island nation's politics.
Playing for a small but enthusiastic crowd,
frontman Eddy Andrianarisoa wasted little
time before casting away his T-shirt and tri-
umphantly declaring that in Quebec City he
had the freedom to show the sexuality of the
music.

The Dizzy Brains-whose rage-filled garage
rock guitar is infused, like The Clash before
them, with the rhythmic sounds of ska-have
found a growing audience overseas with
protest anthems such as "Vangy," which takes
on corruption in Madagascar. "It's not easy liv-
ing with all those cops ready to shoot at you/
If you bring it on too much, man, they bare
their fangs," he sings in Malagasy. The Quebec
festival had one of its more experimental
headliners Saturday with Gorillaz, the side
project of Blur's Damon Albarn.

Envisioned as a "virtual band" of animated
characters, Gorillaz in its stage version was
clearly real with Albarn playing with guests
including rising R&B singer Kelela-but the
"members" of the group appeared behind
them as cartoon actors. — AFP

George A Romero, father of 
the zombie movie, dead at 77

The Quebec group Atsuko Chiba performs on stage.

Madagascar's Eddy (left) and Mahefa (right) of The Dizzy
Brains performs on stage.

In this file photo, director George Romero poses with some fans dressed as zombies after
accepting a special award during the Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto. — AP

The Quebec group Atsuko Chiba performs on stage.

From Quebec underground, 
a fresh take on prog rock
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