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Veteran actor Martin Landau, whose versa-
tile screen career stretched from the 1960s
TV series "Mission: Impossible" to his Oscar-

winning turn as Bela Lugosi in "Ed Wood," has
died at 89, his publicist said Sunday. Brooklyn-
born Landau died Saturday of unexpected com-
plications during a hospital stay in Los Angeles,
according to a statement issued by publicist Dick
Guttman. "We are overcome with sadness to
report the death of iconic actor Martin Landau,"
said the statement. "He had just celebrated his
89th birthday."

Screenwriter Joss Whedon said Landau's turn
as philandering eye doctor and brother of Jerry
Orbach in Woody Allen's 1989 "Crimes and
Misdemeanors" was "per fect." "RIP Martin
Landau," he added on Twitter. Landau got his start
on Broadway in the 1950s, before a 1959 film
debut in Alfred Hitchcock's classic thriller "North
by Northwest." "I had tea with Mr Hitchcock one
afternoon and asked him how he could have cast
me in that part, because what I was playing in
(the play) 'Middle of the Night' was so different,"
Landau told the Los Angeles Times last year. 

"'My dear Mah-tin,'" Landau said in imperson-
ating the British filmmaker, "'you have a circus
going on inside you. If you can do that part in the
play, you can do this little trinket of mine.'"
Landau's film roles ranged from the grand to the
quirky, from "Cleopatra," to "The Greatest Story

Ever Told" and "Nevada Smith." That was before he
met with massive success playing the master of
disguise Rollin Hand in the "Mission: Impossible"
TV series-in which his wife Barbara Bain also
starred. He was nominated for three Emmys and a
Golden Globe in 1968. Landau also starred along-
side Bain in the 1970s in the British science fiction
series "Space: 1999." The couple had two daugh-
ters together-actress and ballerina Juliet Landau
and producer-director Susan Landau Finch-before
divorcing in 1993.

Lean years, then comeback 
He made a strong screen comeback the follow-

ing decade, starring in Francis Ford Coppola's
1988 "Tucker: The Man and His Dream," and
"Crimes and Misdemeanors" the following year.
He earned Oscar nominations for both. But it was
not until 1994 that he scooped up the Best
Supporting Oscar playing declining horror film
star Lugosi in his poor, elder years as a morphine
addict in Tim Burton's "Ed Wood." He also scooped
up a slew of other awards for the role. 

"It's weird," Landau recalled about the role in a

1994 interview with the Times.  "Tim called me
out of the blue. He said, 'You've worked with
everybody, you've done very good movies with
major directors, you've done tacky, rotten movies
with awful directors. You have a presence and
there are a lot of things that coincide (with Bela).'
"That's how he came to me. I was shocked. He
said, 'You popped into my head and I couldn't get
you out.'" In recent years, Landau starred on tele-
vision hits "Entourage" and "Without a Trace." 

His leading role with Paul Sorvino in the
upcoming "The Last Poker Game premiered at the
2017 Tribeca Film Festival.  "It is being hailed as a
major comedy-drama relating to the challenges
and complexities of old age but emphasizing that
life must be lived fully at any age," his publicist
said. Landau, who had a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame and was of Jewish heritage, got the
Israel Film Festival's Career Achievement Award in
2013. — AFP

Oscar-winning actor Martin Landau dies at 89

This file photo shows actor Martin Landau
attending a ceremony for director Tim Burton
to place his handprints and footprints in the
cement of the forecourt of the TCL Chinese
Theatre in the Hollywood, California.

This file photo shows US actor Martin
Landau kissing the Oscar he received for
Best Supporting Role at the 67th annual
Academy Awards in Los Angeles. 

— AFP photos

Languidly ploughing flooded paddy-fields, Thailand's
buffaloes don't usually strike people as the quickest
of beasts. But farmers in eastern Thailand on Sunday

showed off their fastest bovines in a unique, muddy speed
test. The race is the highlight of an annual rice planting fes-
tival in Chonburi, two hours east of the capital Bangkok,
where a small group of local farmers try to keep the tradi-
tion alive even if most of their fields are now ploughed by
tractor.

Throughout the day pairs of buffaloes attached to a
wooden plough thundered down a flooded field as human
drivers attached by a rope desperately tried to keep up
behind their charging beasts. "To win, the buffalo and the
racer need to pass the finishing line together," explained Jai
Indramaporn, a wizened 73-year-old buffalo owner. "If the
racer falls, then he's disqualified."

Many racers found themselves faceplanting into the
mud, sparking cheers and laughter from the crowds. But
for those who stayed attached and won, glory awaited.  For
centuries Thais relied on water buffalo to plough their rice
paddies, provide transportation and even defend villages
during war, but with mechanized farming the animals have
seen their importance diminish.

Local official Samart Suksawang said the festival was
about reminding youngsters of the crucial role beloved
bovines played for farmers in what is one of the world's
great rice growing nations.  "I want to preserve it so that
the new generation can see that in the old days, to do rice
farming we used buffalo to plough and rake the rice fields,"

he told AFP. Locals say the idea to race buffaloes began
generations back as a way to blow off steam after the ardu-
ous ploughing season. Now racing buffaloes are specifical-
ly bred for the sport, taught to obey the commands and
whistles of their owners. The most successful can sell for up
to 300,000 baht ($8,800).  — AFP

Mud baths and faceplants: 

Running of the bulls Thai style

Farmers bath a racing buffalo in between racing in a rice paddy field .

A pair of buffaloes receive
a bath in between racing in

a rice paddy field.

A farmer rides on the back of wooden ploughs tied to pairs of racing buffaloes.

A buffalo received a bath in between racing in a rice paddy field .

Farmers ride on the back of wooden ploughs tied to pairs of racing buffaloes.

The farmers ride on the back of a wooden plough tied to a pair of racing buffaloes during the annual rice planting festival in Chonburi. — AFP photos


