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Building in Pakistan collapses, 
killing at least 5 residents

KARACHI: A dilapidated, three-storey building in a poorer
neighborhood of Pakistan’s port city of Karachi collapsed
before dawn yesterday, killing at least five people and
injuring 14, a rescue and senior police official said. Several
hours into the day, rescuers were still working and pulling
more bodies from under the rubble, according to Rizwan
Edhi, a top official for Pakistan’s largest private ambulance
service, Edhi. “Rescuers are using heavy machinery with
utmost care as we can still hear voices of people trapped in
the rubble,” he said. Up to two people were still believed to
be trapped under the rubble.

Singapore voids a marriage 
after husband’s sex change

SINGAPORE: Singapore has voided the marriage of a
couple after the husband underwent a sex change,
making their partnership a same-sex union that con-
travened the city-state’s laws, a report said yesterday.
The couple married as man and woman in 2015 but
the husband underwent a sex change operation and
updated his national identity card to read “female”. But
when the unidentified couple tried to buy a govern-
ment-built apartment, they had to inform the authori-
ties. Married couples receive state grants for first-time
purchases of government apartments. The marriage
was voided several months later, making them ineligi-
ble to buy the apartment they wanted.

Malaysia leader challenges 
PM to attend 1MDB meet

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia’s former leader Mahathir
Mohamad urged the prime minister yesterday to
attend a town hall meeting focusing on a massive
financial scandal, heaping fresh pressure on the scan-
dal-hit premier. The saga surrounding the 1MDB state
investment fund has rocked Prime Minister Najib
Razak’s government, with claims the premier took part
in the alleged looting of huge sums from the fund.
Mahathir, 92, has come out of retirement from politics,
formed his own party and joined forces with his old
foe Anwar Ibrahim in an opposition alliance that aims
to unseat Najib at elections due by 2018. He has exco-
riated Najib over 1MDB, saying that Malaysia is “con-
trolled by thieves”. 

6.4 earthquake 
hits Peru: UGS    

LIMA: A 6.4 magnitude earthquake struck just off
Peru’s southern coast Monday, the US Geological
Survey said, with no immediate reports of injuries or
damage. The quake hit at approximately 9:05 pm local
time with a depth of 44 kilometers. It occurred some
220 kilometers west of Arequipa, Peru’s second most
populous city. Though there was no initial evidence of
damage the tremor provoked alarm among Peruvians,
with the Mayor of the southern town of Caraveli saying
residents there had taken to the streets. “The tremor
has been very strong here in Caraveli,” Mayor Santiago
Neyra said. “It has generated fear in the population.”
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Suspected rebels, Indian 
soldier killed in Kashmir

SRINAGAR: Two suspected rebels and an Indian soldier
were killed yesterday in disputed Kashmir along the de fac-
to border with Pakistan, where the two sides traded fire for
a second day. Army spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said
Indian soldiers exchanged fire with unknown combatants
as they tried to cross the Line of Control (LoC) into Indian-
administered Kashmir. “Two bodies and three weapons
were recovered from the site of the firing,” Kalia told AFP. In
a separate incident an Indian soldier shot and killed his
senior officer at a frontier post in Uri following a dispute
between the two, Kalia said.

KIEV: Russian-backed rebels fighting
against Kiev announced yesterday a plan
to create a new “state” they said would
take the place of Ukraine and have its
capital in their territory. Ukraine’s pro-
Western authorities immediately
ridiculed the idea as a Kremlin project
that they would never allow to get off
the ground. The separatists said the pro-
posed country would be founded after a
referendum and called Malorossiya, a
tsarist-era name meaning “Little Russia”
that once described most of the area
covering modern-day Ukraine. 

A constitution presented by rebel leader
Alexander Zakharchenko said his self-
declared Donetsk People’s Republic, neigh-
bouring rebel-held Lugansk and other
regions had agreed to “declare the estab-
lishment of a new state, which is the suc-
cessor of Ukraine.” The document-released
by the separatists’ news agency-said rebel
bastion Donetsk would become the capital,
while Kiev would be reduced to the status
of a “historical and cultural centre”.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Pavlo
Klimkin quickly derided the plan on
Twitter as another “show” by the insur-

gents’ “Kremlin puppet masters”. “We and
our partners will not let this happen,” he
vowed. The proposal seems to stand no
chance of gaining traction and even the
insurgents appeared unable to agree on
it. The press service for Lugansk rebel
chief Igor Plotnitsky said he had not
been consulted on the project. 

A ‘violation’ 
The surprise announcement of

Malorossiya could, however, further dent
an already stalled peace process that has
failed to end more than three years of

figthing that has claimed the lives of
some 10,000 people. A deal brokered by
the leaders of Ukraine, Russia, France and
Germany in Mink in 2015 has hit a wall
but is still viewed by those involved as
the only way of unwinding Ukraine’s war. 

France’s foreign ministry called on
Moscow “to denounce” the rebel
announcement, which it described as a
“violation” of the peace deal. “Russia has to
intensify its efforts to put an end to this
conflict,” a statement said. The proposal by
the rebels echoed language used by the
Kremlin in the early days of the conflict that

promoted fears Russia was looking to
annex swathes of mainland Ukraine after its
seizure of the Crimea peninsula.  Moscow
used the tsarist-era name “Novorossiya”
(New Russia) to refer to the areas the rebels
had seized, but the term was later dropped.
Ukraine and the West insist that Moscow
has funneled troops and arms across the
border to fan the flames of the war in
Europe’s backyard. Moscow has denied
the allegations despite overwhelming
evidence that it has been involved in the
fighting and its explicit political support
for the rebels. — AFP 

Ukraine rebels announces plan to create new ‘state’

Swiss couple found on glacier 
75 years after disappearance

GENEVA: A couple that disappeared in the Alps 75 years
ago has been found preserved in a receding glacier, ending
decades of uncertainty for their seven children. The bodies
were found lying near each other in the Diablerets massif
in southern Switzerland, along with backpacks, a bottle, a
book and a watch. The head of the Glacier 3000 ski resort,
Bernard Tschannen, told Le Matin that the bodies were
found last Thursday. “It was a man and a woman wearing
clothes from the last (world) war”, Tschannen was quoted
as saying. “The ice preserved them perfectly and their
belongings were intact”.  

KARACHI: Pakistani rescue workers move the body of a
victim from the rubble of a collapsed three storey
building in a residential area. —AFP

MAUNG HNAMA, RAKHINE: Hemmed in by Myanmar
security forces and menaced by abductions and killings,
Rohingya Muslims in a conflict-scarred corner of Rakhine
State say fear is one of the few constants in their lives.  Last
week foreign media were given partial access to the isolat-
ed wedge of the northwestern state for the first time since
security forces launched a months-long operation to root

out militants who attacked border police posts.
The UN wants to establish if that campaign amounted

to ethnic cleansing after accounts of mass rape, killing and
arson emerged from Rohingya who fled to neighboring
Bangladesh. For those left behind in the rattan-walled fron-
tier villages the violence and insecurity is unrelenting,
locals told reporters, under the watch of Myanmar border
forces who steered the visit. 

“Our husbands are on the run. They left us because they
are afraid of border guard police,” one Rohingya woman
told AFP, requesting anonymity for safety reasons. “They
burned our house. We have no home and nothing to eat.
Our husbands are hiding somewhere.” The large-scale mili-

tary operation has abated but the area remains in lock-
down, with sporadic killings by military patrols still intent
on rooting out “terrorists”.

The UN believes hundreds may have died in what may
be the bloodiest chapter of Buddhist-majority Myanmar’s
years-long persecution of the Rohingya Muslims.

The minority are widely reviled as illegal migrants from

Bangladesh, although many Rohingya families say their
ancestors have lived in the area for generations. Now a
new peril has emerged: scores of local men have been
abducted and murdered by unknown gangs of knife-
wielding men, with state media reporting they are dressed
in black and often wearing masks. 

Authorities say the assassins are targeting leaders from
the Muslim minority and anyone perceived to be a state
collaborator. They blame Rohingya militants for the mur-
ders. International Crisis Group analyst Richard Horsey says
some 60 people may have been targeted in a “systematic”
campaign “to take out Muslims who are in some way con-
nected to, or perceived to be connected to, authorities”.

Mysterious killings 
In an area stained by mistrust and rumour it is unclear

who is behind the attacks-and the fear is intensifying in the
face of almost daily reports of killings. Earlier this month
unidentified men dragged father-of-six Atthu Suwan from
the bed he was sharing with his wife in Maung Hnama vil-
lage. They stabbed the 44-year-old, who occasionally
worked as a translator for local officials, and carried his
body into the darkness, his family and friends told
reporters on the government-run press trip.

“I haven’t even been able to eat since they took my son,”
his elderly mother Moeyeyan Khatu said, her face etched
with sadness. On Monday state media reported his body
had been found abandoned in a nearby creek. “We are
fearful it (the killings) will happen again,” his neighbour, 67-
year-old Hanumyar, told AFP. The government blames the
attacks on the self-styled Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
(ARSA), a newly formed Rohingya militant group.

The group denies any involvement, instead accusing
the military in statements issued through an unverified
Twitter account. They do however claim the raids on police
border posts last October. The raids sparked the months-
long “clearance operation” by the military which sent more
than 70,000 fleeing into Bangladesh.

Rohingya escapees shared harrowing accounts of secu-
rity officers slaughtering babies, burning people alive and
gang-raping women-abuses UN investigators said may
amount to crimes against humanity. The army denies the
claims and says its response was proportionate in the face
of terrorist interlopers. But the crackdown sparked global
opprobrium and the UN has commissioned a fact-finding
mission to probe the violence. 

Rock and a hard place 
Myanmar has refused to cooperate with the probe,

denying the investigators visas. Unable to leave because of
travel restrictions and abject poverty, Rohingya villagers
say they are trapped between an oppressive state and
vengeful militants. Adding to the climate of fear, death
threats and fatwas (Islamic religious rulings) have circulat-
ed on social media aimed at anyone who dares to stand
against the militants, according to several analysts and
Rohingya sources. On the media visit, officials sought to
play down the military’s campaign and the murders. Police
Brigadier General San Lwin, chief of Rakhine’s state police,
said some of the killings might relate to “personal grudges”
and not militancy. But locals say they are now frightened to
take official posts in case they too become targets. A 35-
year-old Muslim man, recently appointed as a household
head in Tinmay village, said his predecessor was killed in
April after talking to local reporters. “I do not sleep at
home,” he added, requesting anonymity. “I sleep at a police
outpost with security.” — AFP 

Rohingya Muslims: Cornered 
by poverty, stalked by violence

ZAGREB: Firefighters battled to douse wildfires
on the Adriatic coast of Croatia and Montenegro
yesterday, as blazes also raged in Italy, France and
Portugal. About a dozen wildfires had broken out
late Sunday in the villages surrounding Split, a
popular tourist destination, but firefighters man-
aged to control the blaze on the outskirts of
Croatia’s second largest city. 

Late Monday the fire spread to the suburbs of
Split where a shopping centre had to be evacuat-
ed and several cars were burned. The city waste
dump caught fire, while the town was covered
with thick black smoke, but the blaze was put
under control overnight. “It seems that the worst
is behind us ... Split has been saved,” mayor Andro
Krstulovic Opara told HRT state-run television.

Local media reports however said some parts
of Split were without electricity or water on
Tuesday as Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic
arrived to take stock of the situation. According
to initial estimates some 4,500 hectares of land,
mostly pine forests, bushes and olive groves,
were destroyed. Houses were burned but there
were no casualties.

In neighboring Montenegro, where the forest
fires forced the evacuation of more than a hun-
dred campers on the Lustica peninsula, the situa-
tion was slightly better yesterday. Fires however
were still active in several municipalities further
inland but were all under control, an interior min-
istry statement said.

Under control
The cause of the fires in the two countries at

the height of the summer tourist season is still

not known. In Italy, authorities said a blaze in a
pine forest at a popular park outside Rome, now
under control, was deliberately set and that a sus-
pect has been arrested. But fires continue burn in
southern Italy in parts of the Calabria region and
in the outskirts of Naples where one person died
on Monday after falling off his roof where he
went to look at how the forest fire was progress-
ing not far from his home.

Winds, high temperatures and dry conditions
prompted fires to break out the past several days
in southern France and the Mediterranean island
of Corsica. More than 450 firefighters were still
battling a forest fire at Castagniera, north of Nice,
which has destroyed some 100 hectares but
appears not to be spreading further, authorities
said.  On Monday fire swept through around 200
hectares of scrubland near Bonifacio in southern
Corsica. On Europe’s Atlantic coast nearly 1,400
firefighters supported by water-bombing planes
and helicopters have battled three major blazes
in northern Portugal since Sunday. Civil protec-
tion authorities say firefighters have managed to
mostly bring the fires under control and the
weather on Tuesday was cooperating as tempera-
tures dropped from 35 degrees Celsius (95
degrees Fahrenheit) to 30 C.

Last month Portugal battled a giant fire in the
central region that raged for five days, killing 64
people and injuring more than 250, with many
trapped in their cars by the flames. Following the
tragedy, experts said Portugal is likely to see
more massive forest fires because the country is
highly exposed to global warming’s climate-alter-
ing impacts. — AFP

MUNICH: At least 547 boys at a
German Catholic choir school suf-
fered sexual or physical abuse in
what victims have likened to
“prison, hell or a concentration
camp”, said an investigator releas-
ing a final report yesterday on
one of the country’s worst such
scandals. The Regensburger
Domspatzen (“Cathedral
Sparrows”),  a 1,000-year-old
cathedral choir in the southern
state of Bavaria, was in 2010
dragged into the massive sexual
abuse and paedophilia scandal
plaguing the Catholic Church
around the world.

Many victims remembered the
world-famous choir school in the
town of Regensburg as “the worst
time of their lives, marked by fear,
violence and helplessness”, said
lawyer Ulrich Weber, who was
commissioned two years ago by
the diocese to look into the cases.
Presenting his final report on
abuses between 1945 and the
early 1990s, Weber said he had
uncovered 67 cases of sexual
abuse and 500 cases of other
physical violence, with some for-
mer singers having fallen victim
to both.

Rape, severe beatings 
This more than doubled the

231 reported abuse cases by
school clergy and educators
Weber had uncovered through
interviews by January 2016, when
he said victims had spoken of
rape, sexual assaults, severe beat-
ings and food deprivation. Weber,
who was not able to speak with
all former students, said he esti-
mated the true number of victims
at around 700.

The investigator pointed to a
“culture of silence” that aimed to
protect the reputation of the
renowned choir of boys and
young men that has made many
recordings and per formed
around the world. He placed part
of the blame for the situation on
the school’s former choir master

Georg Ratzinger, the elder broth-
er of former pope Benedict XVI.

As head of the choir from 1964
to 1994, Georg Ratzinger could
be “blamed for looking the other
way and failing to intervene” on
the physical violence, said Weber,
who added there was no evi-
dence Ratzinger knew of the sex-
ual violence. Ratzinger, 93, has
denied knowledge and said that
the alleged sexual abuse was
“never discussed” while he ran
the choir. Weber also charged
that the Regensburg cardinal,
Gerhard Ludwig Mueller, had
failed to sufficiently clear up the
decades of abuse or engage in
dialogue with the victims.

‘All made mistakes’ 
Weber said the attacks were

concentrated in the boarding
schools’ primary section, but also
occurred in the secondary sec-
tion. He said that 49 alleged per-
petrators had been identified, but
that they were not expected to
face criminal charges as the
alleged crimes took place too
long ago.

The known victims are now
expected to receive 20,000 euros
($23,000) each in compensation.
The diocese apologized in a
statement and said that “we all
made mistakes and we have
learnt a lot”. Weber agreed in a
press conference that the diocese
had rectified organizational
weaknesses, and that there was a
“heightened awareness” about
the past abuses.

The abuse scandal is one of
several  to have rocked the
Catholic Church in recent years,
notably in Ireland where one
priest admitted sexually abusing
more than 100 children. Several
German institutions have also
been engulfed by the scandal,
including an elite Jesuit school
in Berlin which admitted to sys-
tematic sexual abuse of pupils
by two priests in the 1970s and
1980s. — AFP 

This photo taken on July 13, 2017 shows a Muslim family at Maung Hnama village, Buthidaung township in
Myanmar’s northern Rakhine state. —AFP 

547 boys were abused at 
German Catholic choir 

school: Investigator

Wildfires rage in Europe 
from Croatia to Portugal

Smoke and flames rise from a fire in the village of Podstrana, near the Adriatic coastal town
of Split. —AFP 


