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parliament also agreed yesterday to allot a similar
amount to the Revolutionary Guards’ foreign operations
wing, the Quds Force, accused by Washington of
fomenting unrest across the region.

The Pentagon has also repeatedly voiced concern
over a string of high-profile incidents in waters off Iran
involving Iranian vessels. It has accused the
Revolutionary Guards of conducting risky maneuvers
around US warships in the Gulf, some of which resulted
in the Americans firing warning shots. “These sanctions
target procurement of advanced military hardware, such
as fast attack boats and unmanned aerial vehicles, and
send a strong signal that the United States cannot and
will not tolerate Iran’s provocative and destabilizing
behavior,” said Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin.
Washington is also concerned about the fate of Xiyue
Wang, a 37-year-old Chinese-American researcher at
Princeton University who was recently sentenced to 10
years in Iranian prison.

While the US complained about Iran’s defiance of the
spirit of the nuclear accord, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif said he would make his own
complaints about US non-compliance when representa-
tives of the five nuclear powers - China, Russia, France,
Britain, the United States - plus Germany meet in Vienna
on Friday to take stock of the deal. Zarif accused the
Trump administration of failing to lift sanctions in line
with the deal. Zarif said the International Atomic Energy
Agency, “which is hardly a sympathizer for Iran,” has veri-
fied its compliance with the agreement.

The key issue with the US, he said, is over sanctions
against Iran that the agreement requires to be lifted and
the sanctions that remain on Iran over human rights, ter-

rorism and other issues. Zarif said that for the United
States “it’s more important to maintain the sanctions
that remain” on Iran “rather than remove the sanctions
that have been lifted”. As a result, he said, the Office of
Foreign Asset Control “has been reluctant to provide
straightforward answers to those who want to do busi-
ness with Iran because it was worried that a straight-for-
ward answer would undermine the sanctions” that
haven’t been lifted.

Zarif said this “creates the impression in Iran that the
United States’ hostility toward Iran will never end.” But he
left open the possibility of changing that perception,
saying: “I think that can be remedied.” Responding to a
question about whether Iran has received any signals
from the Trump administration, positive or negative,
Zarif said: “We receive contradictory signals. So we don’t
know which one to interpret in what way. But it’s very
clear that Iran is serious about the nuclear deal and we
believe that the nuclear deal can lay the foundation, not
the ceiling.” 

Zarif said he had no communication with Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson, in stark contrast to his predecessor
John Kerry, with whom Zarif negotiated the ground-
breaking nuclear deal. “It doesn’t mean there can’t be.
The possibilities for engagement...  have always been
open,” said Zarif in New York, where he was attending a
UN forum on development. He said he was willing to dis-
cuss Wang’s case “on humanitarian grounds” but stressed
that Iran’s courts were independent of the government.

Trump and his top security officials have always taken
a tough line on Iran: His defense secretary, Jim Mattis,
fought Iranian-backed militias during the US occupation
of Iraq while serving as a Marine general, and memories
are still fresh of Hezbollah’s attack on the Marine Corps
barracks in Lebanon in 1983.— Agencies

US sanctions Iran despite nuclear deal...
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Members of the cell, consisting of 25 Kuwaitis and
one Iranian, have been convicted of hiding large quan-
tities of arms and ammunition including explosives,
having links with Iran and Lebanese Hezbollah and
plotting attacks in Kuwait. The main suspect was sen-
tenced to life, while 20 others were sentenced to

between two and 15 years in jail. Two were acquitted
and three others, including the Iranian, remain at
large. Hayef said that he remained silent for a long
time until the final verdicts were issued, and now after
the ruling was passed, the ministry must inform peo-
ple about the measures it has taken or plans to take
against the members, especially those who have
allegedly fled the country.

MP Hayef demands official statement over...
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Meanwhile, Egypt will end visa-free entry for Qatari
nationals with some exceptions, the Egyptian Foreign
Ministry said on Monday, the latest measure taken
against Doha. “It does not make sense to keep making
exceptions for Qatar and giving it privileges in light of
its current positions,” said Foreign Ministry spokesman
Ahmed Abu Zeid. Qatari nationals will now have to
apply for a visa in order to enter Egypt. Qatari nationals
with Egyptian mothers, those married to Egyptians, and

Qataris studying in Egypt will be exempt from having to
apply for a visa, he added.

S ources  at  Ca i ro  I nternat ional  A i rpor t  to ld
Reuters the decision would be implemented from
tomorrow, which the Qatari Foreign Ministry later
confirmed on Twitter.  Foreign workers make up
around 1.6 million of Qatar’s 2.5 million population,
and hundreds of thousands of them are Egyptians,
making them one of the biggest foreign contingents
in the Gulf country. So far no action has been taken
against them. — Agencies

Erdogan to visit Kuwait, Gulf
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that essentially waved a white flag. It was the second
stinging setback on the issue in three weeks for
McConnell, whose reputation as a legislative mastermind
has been marred as he’s failed to unite his chamber’s
Republicans behind a health overhaul package that’s
highlighted jagged divides between conservatives and
moderates. In late June, he abandoned an initial package
after he lacked enough GOP support to pass.

The episode has also been jarring for Trump, whose
intermittent lobbying and nebulous, often contradictory
descriptions of what he’s wanted have shown he has lim-
ited clout with senators. That despite a determination by
Trump, McConnell and House Speaker Paul Ryan to
demonstrate that a GOP running the White House and
Congress can govern effectively. Now, McConnell said,
the Senate would vote on a measure the GOP-run
Congress approved in 2015, only to be vetoed by Obama
- a bill repealing much of Obama’s statute, with a two-
year delay designed to give lawmakers time to enact a
replacement. Trump embraced that idea last month after
an initial version of McConnell’s bill collapsed due under
Republican divisions, and did so again late Monday.

“Republicans should just REPEAL failing ObamaCare
now & work on a new Healthcare Plan that will start from
a clean slate. Dems will join in!” Trump tweeted. But the
prospects for approving a clean repeal bill followed by
work on replacement legislation, even with Trump ready
to sign it, seemed shaky. Trump and party leaders had
started this year embracing that strategy, only to aban-
don it when it seemed incapable of passing Congress,
with many Republicans worried it would cause insurance
market and political chaos because of uncertainty that
they would approve substitute legislation.

McConnell’s failed bill would have left 22 million unin-
sured by 2026, according to the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office, a number that many
Republicans found unpalatable. But the vetoed 2015
measure would be even worse, the budget office said last
January, producing 32 million additional uninsured peo-
ple by 2026 - figures that seemed likely to drive a stake
into that bill’s prospects for passing Congress.

That would seem to leave McConnell with an option
he described last month - negotiating with Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer. That would likely be on
a narrower package aimed more at keeping insurers in
difficult marketplaces they’re either abandoning or
imposing rapidly growing premiums. “The core of this bill
is unworkable,” Schumer said in a statement. He said
Republicans “should start from scratch and work with
Democrats on a bill that lowers premiums, provides long-
term stability to the markets and improves our health
care system.”

Similar to legislation the House approved in May after
its own setbacks, McConnell’s bill would repeal Obama’s
tax penalties on people who don’t buy coverage and cut
the Medicaid program for the poor, elderly and nursing
home residents. It rolled back many of the statute’s
requirements for the policies insurers can sell and elimi-
nated many tax increases that raised money for Obama’s
expansion to 20 million more people, though it retained
the law’s tax boosts on high earners.

Besides Lee and Moran, two other GOP senators had
previously declared their opposition to McConnell’s bill:
moderate Maine Sen Susan Collins and conservative
Rand Paul of Kentucky. And other moderates were waver-
ing and could have been difficult for McConnell and
Trump to win over because of the bill’s Medicaid cuts:
Alaska’s Lisa Murkowski, Cory Gardner of Colorado, Rob
Portman of Ohio, Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia
and Dean Heller of Nevada, probably the most endan-
gered Senate Republican in next year’s elections.

The range of objections lodged by the dissident sena-
tors underscored the warring viewpoints within his own
party that McConnell had to try patching over. Lee com-
plained that the GOP bill didn’t go far enough in rolling
back Obama’s robust coverage requirements, while mod-
erates like Collins berated its Medicaid cuts and the mil-
lions it would leave without insurance. McConnell’s
revised version aimed to satisfy both camps, by incorpo-
rating language by Sen Ted Cruz of Texas allowing insur-
ers to sell skimpy plans alongside more robust ones, and
by adding tens of billions of dollars to treat opioid addic-
tion and to defray consumer costs. His efforts did not
achieve the intended result. — AP 

US healthcare reform collapses 
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and had confessed to visiting the site with her male
guardian. Saudi Arabia’s guardianship system mandates
accompaniment by or written permission from a male
relative - usually a father, husband or brother - for women
to study, work or travel. The woman denied that she had
uploaded the clips and that the Snapchat account was
hers, the spokesman said. 

The case has now been referred to the public prosecu-
tor’s office, which will decide whether to prosecute the
woman. The local government of Riyadh had issued a
memo saying authorities were searching for the woman
who had been “walking around... in indecent clothing”.
The clips have sparked heated debate, with social media
users in the region and beyond weighing in on questions
of gender and rights in the kingdom, where women are

required to wear long black abaya robes and cover their
hair in public.

Many have come to the defense of the young woman,
pointing out the privileges afforded to Western women
by Saudi authorities. US First Lady Melania Trump and
Ivanka Trump, daughter of the president, did not cover
their hair when they visited Saudi Arabia in May. “If it
were Trump’s daughter, we would have braced ourselves
for the flood of compliments and love poems,” read one
tweet. “Problem solved,” tweeted Shahd bint Fahd along-
side a picture of the model with Ivanka Trump’s face
superimposed over the original. Others expressed out-
rage and derided those speaking out in support of the
model. “These are the demands of the liberal ignorant
community: a naked woman, a co-ed movie theatre, and
music and dance. That’s progress to them! Not health
care and not education,” read one tweet. — AFP 

Saudi woman in online miniskirt video...

RAMALLAH: Careem, a Middle Eastern
rival to Uber, has become the first
ride-hailing firm to operate in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank. Dubai-
based Careem, whose name is a play
on the Arabic word for generous or
noble, launched in Ramallah in June,
aiming to bring digital simplicity to
the Palestinian territory. There is cer-
tainly a market for easier ride-hailing
among the nearly 3 million
Palestinians living in the West Bank,
but the fact the mobile network is still
2G, that electronic payments are not
the norm and that Israeli checkpoints
are common, make using the service
somewhat cumbersome.

Yet Careem is optimistic about the
potential. “We are planning to invest
hundreds of thousands of dollars
within the coming year in the
(Palestinian) sector,” Kareem Zinaty,
operations manager for the Levant
region said. “After the investment, it is
also an opportunity to create jobs.”

Careem, which launched in 2012 and
now operates in 12 countries and
more than 80 cities across the Middle
East, Africa, and South Asia, has said it
aims to provide work for one million
people across the region by 2018.

Careem’s Captains
While a version of Uber and Israeli

app Gett already operate in Israel, they
do not venture into Palestinian territo-
ry. Drivers are excited to work with
Careem, which they hope will help
boost their incomes, especially with
unemployment in the West Bank run-
ning at nearly 20 percent. “It’s a very
wonderful opportunity,” said one of the
more than 100 new drivers, known as
“captains” by Careem. “Most of the peo-
ple who use it are young and happy
with the price.”

Palestinians have limited self-rule in
parts of the West Bank, which they
want for a future state alongside East
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. Israel

captured those areas in the 1967
Middle East war. It withdrew from Gaza
in 2005, but still occupies the West
Bank and East Jerusalem. Under inter-
im peace accords, Israel still controls 60
percent of the West Bank, where most
of its settlements are located. Careem’s
drivers have Palestinian license plates,
meaning they usually cannot enter
Israeli-controlled areas.

In 2015, Israel and the Palestinian
Authority agreed to expand 3G
mobile access to the West Bank by
2016, but have yet to implement the
agreement. In the meantime, the
Ramallah municipality has set up
public Wi-Fi in parts of the city cen-
ter, allowing Apps like Careem to be
used more easily. Despite 2G’s slower
service, Zinaty said their model was
an opportunity for telecommunica-
tion companies to look into expand-
ing services and technologies to bet-
ter serve Palestinian startups and
businesses.  — Reuters 

Uber-style app ‘Careem’ goes
off beaten track in West Bank

A man looks at the setting sun on Monday near Hanover in northern Germany. — AFP 


