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BASEBALL

HOUSTON: Kyle Seager and Danny Valencia
hit back-to-back homers in the 10th inning to
lift the Seattle Mariners to a 9-7 win over the
Houston Astros on Monday night. The wild
back and forth game was tied at 7 entering
the 10th when Seager, who finished with
three hits, connected off Tony Sipp (0-1) on a
shot to the seats in right field. Valencia added
an insurance run when he launched a slider
to center f ield three pitches later.  Mike
Zunino and Nelson Cruz also homered for the
Mariners as they tied a season high with four
homers to win their fifth straight game.
Yovani Gallardo (4-7) allowed a hit and two
walks in a scoreless ninth for the win and
Edwin Diaz struck out two in a scoreless 10th
for his 17th save. Cruz tied it in the seventh
and Zunino put Seattle on top with his homer
in the eighth.  A sacrif ice f ly by George
Springer scored a run to tie it at 7-7 in the
bottom of the eighth. Jake Marisnick and
Carlos Beltran both homered for the Astros on
a night when All-Star shortstop Carlos Correa
left in the fourth inning after jamming his left
thumb on a swing.

TWINS 4, YANKEES 2
Eddie Rosario had two RBI doubles and

Eduardo Escobar added the go-ahead, pinch-
hit single in the eighth inning to help
Minnesota over New York. Brian Dozier had
two hits and Adalberto Mejia gave up one run

and struck out four in 5 1/3 innings for the
Twins, who were tied 2-2 when Escobar deliv-
ered a base hit to left field off left-hander
Caleb Smith (0-1). Rosario followed with his
second double of the game, and Brandon
Kintzler picked up his 26th save as light rain
turned into a steady downpour at Target Field.
Yankees star slugger Aaron Judge went 0 for 3
with an intentional walk and is 1 for 21 since
his electric performance in the All-Star Home
Run Derby. Taylor Rogers (5-1) pitched 1 1/3
innings of scoreless relief for the win.

CUBS 4, BRAVES 3
Jon Lester (6-6) bounced back from the

shortest start of his career by allowing only
one run in seven innings and Chicago stopped
Atlanta’s ninth-inning comeback. The Cubs led
4-1 before Atlanta scored two runs in the ninth
off closer Wade Davis and loaded the bases
with two outs. Davis allowed one-out singles
to Brandon Phillips and Freddie Freeman
before Phillips scored from third on a wild
pitch. Matt Kemp followed with a run-scoring
single and pinch-runner Lane Adams stole sec-
ond and moved to third on Tyler Flowers’ fly-
ball to the warning track in center field.
Following an intentional walk to pinch-hitter
Matt Adams, pinch-runner Dansby Swanson
stole second, leaving runners on second and
third. Davis walked Sean Rodriguez, playing in
his first game of the season, to load the bases.

Johan Camargo’s fly ball to shallow left
ended the game, giving Davis his 18th consec-
utive save this season. Julio Teheran (7-7)
allowed two runs and five hits and four walks
in six innings.

INDIANS 5, GIANTS 3
Josh Tomlin struck out five and pitched into

the eighth inning to win back-to-back starts
for the first time this year, and Cleveland capi-
talized on two costly errors to beat San
Francisco. Tomlin (6-9) allowed six hits and
three runs without walking a batter in 7 1/3
innings. Cleveland snapped a season-high
four-game skid with its first victory against the
Giants in the last seven tries. San Francisco
starter Matt Moore (3-10) hit an RBI single in
the third before a wild throw did him in, and
the Giants dropped their fourth straight home
game. Cody Allen finished for his 17th save as
the defending AL champs improved to just 4-
11 in interleague.

BLUE JAYS 4, RED SOX 3
Steve Pearce hit a solo homer, then added

the go-ahead single in the eighth inning in
Toronto’s victory over Boston. The Blue Jays
led 3-0 after two innings but Boston scored
three in the seventh. Toronto went back in
front in the eighth when Pearce singled to
score pinch-runner Ezequiel Carrera from
third. Ryan Tepera (5-1), who started the
eighth, was credited with the victory even
though Leone was the pitcher of record when
the winning run scored. Baseball rule 9.17 (c)
instructs the official scorer not to award a vic-
tory to a reliever who makes a short, ineffec-
tive appearance. Roberto Osuna pitched the
ninth for his 23rd save. Heath Hembree (1-3)
took the loss.

NATIONALS 6, REDS 1
Ryan Zimmerman set the Nationals’ career

home run record with a solo shot, and Bryce
Harper connected again as Washington pow-
ered its way to a victory for a four-game sweep
of Cincinnati. Zimmerman’s 235th career
homer moved him ahead of Vladimir Guerrero
for most in Expos and Nationals history.
Stephen Strasburg (10-3) recovered from his
shortest start of the season by fanning 11 in
seven innings and allowing four hits, including
Eugenio Suarez’s homer. Scott Feldman (7-7)
lasted only one inning. He gave up a double, a
single, Harper ’s three-run homer and
Zimmerman’s solo shot in his first 12 pitches.
Feldman left after facing nine batters and giv-
ing up five runs on 33 pitches.

RAYS 3, ATHLETICS 2
Jake Odorizzi and two relievers combined

on a two-hitter, helping  Tampa Bay beat
Oakland. Steven Souza Jr. hit his 19th home
run, Evan Longoria also went deep and
reached base three times while Adeiny
Hechavarria added two hits for the Rays, who
won for the third time in four games since the
All-Star break. Odorizzi (6-4) bounced back
from his worst start of the season and went
seven innings while striking out five and walk-
ing two. Alex Colome retired three batters for
his AL-leading 27th save. Daniel Gossett (1-5)
allowed three runs in seven innings, including
the homers to Souza and Longoria.

ROCKIES 9, PADRES 6
Charlie Blackmon ‘s fourth leadoff homer of

the season hit the facing of the third deck,
hard-throwing rookie German Marquez tied a
career high with nine strikeouts and scuffling
Colorado beat San Diego. Trevor Story added a
two-run double as part of a five-run third to
help the Rockies win back-to-back games for
the first time in nearly a month. Marquez (7-4)
allowed three runs over 6 2/3 innings. He per-
plexed the Padres by effectively mixing in his
curve with a 98 mph fastball. Greg Holland got
Matt Szczur to ground out following a two-out
double in the ninth to earn his 29th save in 30
chances. San Diego starter Luis Perdomo (4-5)
had his three-game winning streak halted
after surrendering seven runs, five earned,
over 2 1/3 innings.

TIGERS 10, ROYALS 2
Nicholas Castellanos and Mikie Mahtook

went deep, Jordan Zimmermann smothered
the Royals with strikes and Detroit proceeded
to trounce Kansas City to open a four-game
series. Ian Kinsler added three extra-base hits
for the Tigers, who knocked American League
wins leader Jason Vargas (12-4) from the
game after 2 2/3 innings in his first start since
the All-Star break. Zimmermann (6-7) allowed
one run and seven hits without a walk in 6 2/3
innings, throwing 79 of 97 pitches for strikes.
His dominance was partly a result of first-
pitch strikes to 24 of the 28 batters he faced,
which helped the right-hander win for the first
time since June 3.

PIRATES 4, BREWERS 2
Gregory Polanco doubled twice, drove in

two runs and threw out a potential go-ahead
run at the plate to lead surging Pittsburgh
over Milwaukee. Brewers catcher Stephen

Vogt left the game in the fifth inning after a
collision with Pirates pitcher Chad Kuhl at the
plate. Vogt caught an incidental elbow to the
head from Kuhl, and both players were down
for several minutes. Kuhl remained in the
game, but Vogt had to be helped to his feet
and left to be evaluated for a neck strain and
left knee strain. Vogt held onto the ball and
Kuhl was called out. Polanco finished 4 for 4
and is hitting .446 this month. Francisco
Cervelli added two hits for the Pirates, who
pulled within six games of the first-place
Brewers. Daniel Hudson (2-4) picked up the
win in relief of Kuhl when Polanco nailed
Manny Pina at the  plate in the sixth to pre-
serve a tie. Polanco drove in Josh Bell in the
bottom of the inning off Josh Hader (1-1) to
put the Pirates in front. Felipe Rivero retired
the last four batters for his seventh save.

CARDINALS 6, METS 3
Paul DeJong homered against New York for

the fourth straight game and Adam
Wainwright hit an RBI double while winning
his fourth consecutive start. With runners at
the corners in the bottom of the ninth inning,
slugger Yoenis Cespedes grounded into a
game-ending double play on a 3-0 pitch from
Brett Cecil. Tommy Pham capped a six-run
sixth with a three-run homer on Hansel Robles’
second pitch since returning from the minors.
Michael Conforto and Lucas Duda homered
off Wainwright (11-5), who beat scuffling
starter Zack Wheeler (3-7) for the second time
in 10 days.

ORIOLES 3, RANGERS 1
Seth Smith hit a tiebreaking homer in the

seventh inning and Baltimore used a strong
performance by its struggling pitching staff to
beat Texas. Smith connected off Andrew
Cashner (4-8) to make it 2-1, Baltimore’s first
lead since the All-Star break following a three-
game sweep by the Chicago Cubs. Chris
Tillman allowed one run and two hits over six
innings. Richard Bleier (2-1) pitched a scoreless
seventh, Mychal Givens had a perfect eighth
and Brad Brach completed the three-hitter for
his 16th save.

MARLINS 6, PHILLIES 5, 10 INNINGS
Giancarlo Stanton homered twice and Dee

Gordon hit an RBI single with two outs in the
10th inning that sent Miami over Philadelphia.
Gordon lined a single to right-center off Mark
Leiter Jr. (1-2) for the Marlins’ fourth walk-off
win of the season. Drew Steckenrider (1-1)
pitched a scoreless 10th. — AP

HOUSTON: The Houston Rockets are
going up for sale. Rockets CEO Tad
Brown made the announcement
Monday,  hours after owner Lesl ie
Alexander made the decision. “It’s been
my great joy and honor to own the
Houston Rockets for the past 24 years,”
Alexander said in a statement. “I’ve had
the incredible opportunity to witness
true greatness through the players and
coaches who have won championships
for the city, been named to All-Star and
All-NBA teams, enshrined in the
Basketball Hall of Fame, and done so
much for our franchise and our fans.”

Alexander took over as owner on
July 30, 1993, and the Rockets went on
to win back-to-back titles in 1994-95

behind the likes of Hakeem Olajuwon
and Clyde Drexler. In 24 seasons under
Alexander, the Rockets have won 56.9
percent of their games, fifth-highest in
the league.

Brown said the 74-year-old
Alexander had been approached over
the years by potential buyers, but never
considered it until very recently. “I think
it’s been something he’s been thinking
about a little bit,” Brown said. “It can
wear on you after so many decades and
he’s tired. There are passions in his life
now that are becoming more and more
clear. His family, certainly, and his phil-
anthropic efforts, what he’ll be able to
do with his additional time and his
resources on a global scale is some-

thing that he’s very much looking for-
ward to.”

Brown emphasized that Alexander is
healthy and his health was not an issue
in this decision. NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver raved about Alexander.
“Leslie Alexander is a true competitor
who always searched for the r ight
move to make his teams better,” Silver
said in a statement. “Well-respected
around the league, he has been an
active and influential owner whose
vision helped to grow the game global-
ly, especially in China.”

Brown wil l  be working with the
league office while the Rockets look for
a new owner and there were no plans
to hire an outside firm to help. There is

no set timetable for the sale, but Brown
said they want to find the right buyer
and won’t rush things. “We’re going to
make sure that it is the right buyer,”
Brown said. “Leslie has the latitude of
time based on our resources and his
resources and everything associated
with the team right now.”

Brown would not say how much
they expect to get in the sale. Forbes
named Houston the eighth-most valu-
able franchise, worth an estimated
$1.65 billion, in its annual valuation of
NBA teams in February.

“There’s a range that we feel people
are going to understand and we’ll con-
tinue to go from there,” he said.
“Whatever’s bandied about in Forbes or

other locations, it may or may not make
a difference in the overall valuation.”

Brown said he had spoken to James
Harden, Chris Paul and Trevor Ariza
before the announcement and that he
planned to call the rest of the players.
Included in the sale will be Clutch City
Sports and Entertainment, which puts
on non-basketball shows and concerts
at the Toyota Center.

“It’s a nice opportunity to have that
rol led into one asset,” Brown said.
During his  t ime as owner of  the
Rockets Alexander has been active in
the community and  through his Clutch
City Foundation he has given more
than $35 million to charities through-
out the city. — AP

Houston Rockets owner Alexander is selling team

MINNEAPOLIS: New York Yankees’ Clint Frazier beats the tag of Minnesota Twins second baseman Brian Dozier for a double during the eighth inning of a baseball game Monday, in Minneapolis. The Twins won 4-2. — AP

Seager, Valencia hit HRs to lift Seattle over Astros

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 52 42 .553 -
Tampa Bay 50 44 .532 2
NY Yankees 47 44 .516 3.5
Toronto 43 49 .467 8
Baltimore 43 49 .467 8

Central Division
Cleveland 48 43 .527 -
Minnesota 47 45 .511 1.5
Kansas City 45 46 .495 3
Detroit 42 49 .462 6
Chicago White Sox 38 52 .422 9.5

Western Division
Houston 62 31 .667 -
Seattle 47 47 .500 15.5
Texas 45 47 .489 16.5
LA Angels 46 49 .484 17
Oakland 42 51 .452 20

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 56 36 .609 -
Atlanta 45 46 .495 10.5
Miami 42 49 .462 13.5
NY Mets 41 49 .456 14
Philadelphia 30 61 .330 25.5

Central Division
Milwaukee 52 43 .547 -
Chicago Cubs 47 45 .511 3.5
St. Louis 45 47 .489 5.5
Pittsburgh 45 48 .484 6
Cincinnati 39 53 .424 11.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 64 29 .688 -
Arizona 53 39 .576 10.5
Colorado 54 41 .568 11
San Diego 40 52 .435 23.5
San Francisco 35 59 .372 29.5

Cleveland 5, San Francisco 3; Tampa Bay 3, Oakland 2; Colorado 9, San Diego 6; Detroit 10, Kansas City 2;
Minnesota 4, NY Yankees 2; Seattle 9, Houston 7 (10 innings); Chicago Cubs 4, Atlanta 3; Miami 6, Philadelphia 5
(10 innings); St. Louis 6, NY Mets 3; Toronto 4, Boston 3; Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 2; Baltimore 3, Texas 1;
Washington 6, Cincinnati 1.


