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Radiohead is set to defy calls from prominent
artists to cancel its concert today in Israel
over the occupation of Palestinian territory,

the latest controversy related to a campaign to
boycott the country. Radiohead singer Thom Yorke
has responded to artists such as Pink Floyd's 

Roger Waters and director Ken Loach calling on
the pioneering rock band to cancel, saying such
demands have been patronizing.

In a Twitter post last week, Yorke said "playing in
a country isn't the same as endorsing its govern-
ment". "We've played in Israel for over 20 years
through a succession of governments, some more
liberal than others. As we have in America. We
don't endorse (Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin)
Netanyahu any more than (US President Donald)
Trump, but we still play in America." He added that
"music, art and academia is about crossing borders
not building them, about open minds not closed
ones, about shared humanity, dialogue and free-
dom of expression." A boycott campaign over
Israel's five-decade occupation of Palestinian terri-
tory has been under way for years, but Radiohead's
concert has received particular attention due to
the British band's reputation for political activism.

Band members have spoken out in favor of envi-
ronmental causes and against what they see as
unfair global trade rules. Radiohead's 2003 album
"Hail to the Thief" was seen in part as a response to
the George W Bush presidency in the United States.
Beyond that, it remains one of the world's biggest
rock bands, lauded by critics for stretching the
boundaries of the genre after first coming to
prominence in the 1990s.

'Choice is simple' 
Loach, the widely lauded director of politically

engaged films such as "The Wind That Shakes the
Barley" and "I, Daniel Blake," wrote recently that "if
they go to Tel Aviv, they may never live it down".
"Radiohead need to decide if they stand with the
oppressed or with the oppressor," he wrote in an
opinion piece in Britain's Independent. "The choice
is simple." Israelis tend to rally around artists who
defy such boycott calls and the same has been the
case with Radiohead. There have been calls for

Israelis to buy tickets in support-though at 484
shekels ($135, 117 euros), it's a steep price to pay.
Concert organizers Naranja say 50,000 tickets have
been sold so far for the show at Tel Aviv's Park
Hayarkon out of some 51,000 available.

David Brinn, the managing editor of Israel's The
Jerusalem Post newspaper who has written exten-
sively on music, said the band already had a large
fan base in Israel, so it is difficult to know if the con-
troversy affected sales. "I don't think that there will
be that many people that are going to buy tickets
to the show just because Radiohead made a deci-
sion to come to Israel," he said, adding that the
band's music was "an acquired taste."

The movement behind calls for Radiohead to
cancel is known as BDS-Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions-and says it is inspired by the campaign
that targeted South Africa's apartheid regime. It is

seeking an end to Israel's occupation of the West
Bank and activists say bands such as Radiohead
essentially cross a picket line when they play in
Israel.

'Radiohead's double standard' 
Israel sees BDS as a strategic threat and accuses

it of anti-Semitism-a claim activists firmly deny,
calling it an attempt to discredit them. A number of
politically active musicians have called off shows in
Israel, including Lauryn Hill and Elvis Costello. But a
range of others have performed.  On Saturday
night, Guns N' Roses played to an estimated crowd
of around 60,000 in Tel Aviv, while others including
Britney Spears and Elton John have also performed
recently.

Omar Barghouti, a leader in the BDS movement,
however spoke of "Radiohead's double standard"

in deciding to play. "They have supported human
rights causes elsewhere, but when it came to the
Palestinian struggle for freedom, justice and equali-
ty, they decided to stubbornly ignore our voices
and our appeals, thus helping Israel's propaganda
machine to cover up its denial of our human
rights," he said.

But for Yorke, it was "patronizing in the extreme"
to presume Radiohead is unfamiliar with the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, pointing out that guitarist
Jonny Greenwood's wife was born in Israel. "It's
really upsetting that artists I respect think we are
not capable of making a moral decision ourselves
after all these years," Yorke recently told Rolling
Stone magazine. — AFP
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Coldplay hailed the contributions of immigrants to the
United States as the English rockers released a video for
a new song, "Miracles (Someone Special)." Without any

explicit reference to President Donald Trump and his crack-
down on immigration, Coldplay made clear that the history of
the United States goes beyond people of European heritage.
The video starts with a wall of old photos. The shot zooms in to
show immigrants arriving at Ellis Island, the station in New York
Harbor through which 40 percent of Americans trace lineage.

The videos intersperses black-and-white pictures of
European immigrants with new Americans of other back-
grounds, starting with a family of turbaned Sikhs. "You could
be someone special / You've got fire in your eyes, I see
Heaven inside / You'll go further than we've ever gone,"
frontman Chris Martin sings on the mid-tempo pop track led
by keyboards. Rapper Big Sean contributes a verse in which
he speaks of the struggle to earn a stable living in contem-
porary America. The video opens and closes with a child
lying in a bosom of the shape of the Statue of Liberty, which
is within sight of Ellis Island.

The video came out over the weekend after the song
appeared on Coldplay's EP, "Kaleidoscope," which was
released Friday. It is the second song to raise social issues from
the five-track EP by Coldplay, which has long been active on
humanitarian causes. Coldplay earlier this month released the
track "Aliens" after performing at the Global Citizen concert
against global poverty on the sidelines of the Group of 20

summit in Hamburg. The band said proceeds from "Aliens"
would support a charity that rescues migrants attempting the
perilous trip across the Mediterranean into Europe. Coldplay,
one of the most successful rock bands of the early 21st centu-
ry, released "Kaleidoscope" two years after "A Head Full of
Dreams," which the band had hinted could be its final full-
length album. — AFP

R&B star R Kelly on Monday denied
explosive allegations that he was
holding women in virtual slavery

with control over all aspects of their
lives. The 50-year-old singer-whose
smooth voice has produced years of hits
including "I Believe I Can Fly"-said he
was "alarmed and disturbed" by the
charges. "Mr Kelly unequivocally denies
such accusations and will work diligent-
ly and forcibly to pursue his accusers
and clear his name," his lawyer, Linda
Mensch, said in a statement.

BuzzFeed News earlier Monday pub-
lished a report saying that six women
lived in a house near Atlanta and a stu-
dio in Chicago where Kelly held power
over their diets, clothing and sexual
encounters, which he would record. The
parents of one alleged victim held a
news conference outside the residence
near Atlanta and said their 21-year-old
daughter had cut off contact. "My
daughter is severely brainwashed,"
mother Jonjelyn Savage said.  "We just
want him to release her and let her go
on with her life," she told reporters.

The daughter, Jocelyn Savage,
denied coercion in a video interview

with gossip site TMZ. "I only want to say
that I am in a happy place with my life
and I'm not being brainwashed or any-
thing like that," she said, while declining
to answer more detailed questions
about her conditions. She said that she
had not spoken to her parents as their
allegations had caused a rift. Kelly-who
lives partially at the Trump Tower in his
native Chicago-is one of the most suc-
cessful R&B singers of recent years but

has been repeatedly hit by scandal.
In 2008, he was acquitted of charges

of child pornography after the Chicago
Sun-Times reported that it had a video
of the singer involved in sexual acts
with an underage girl. BuzzFeed News,
which quoted people close to Kelly,
described him as a cult-like figure and
said that women allegedly under his
spell included aspiring musicians. Kitti
Jones, said to be a former member of
Kelly's inner circle, said the singer once
held her against a tree and slapped her
outside a restaurant of the sandwich
chain Subway after he felt she was too
friendly with the cashier.

Cheryl Mack, described as Kelly's for-
mer personal assistant, said the singer
insisted that the women wear jogging
suits and face the wall when other men
could see them. Kelly "is a master of
mind control," Mack was quoted as say-
ing. But the report said that police have
looked into allegations and not taken
action as the women are of legal age
and are seen as in consensual relation-
ships. — AFP

Fans cheer for British band Coldplay performing at the Stade de France Arena in Saint Denis, on the outskirts of
Paris. — AFP photos
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Pink, Coldplay, Harry Styles to
perform at iHeartRadio fest

Pink, Coldplay, The Weeknd, DJ Khaled, Miley Cyrus and
Harry Styles will perform at the 2017 iHeartRadio
Music Festival this fall. IHeartMedia announced yester-

day that Kesha, Chris Stapleton, Lorde and David Guetta will
also take the stage Sept 22-23 at the T-Mobile Arena in Las
Vegas. Tickets go on sale July 28. Ryan Seacrest will host the
two-day festival, which will also feature performances by
Kings of Leon, Big Sean, Thirty Seconds to Mars, Niall Horan
and Thomas Rhett.

The CW Network will livestream both nights of the festival
on its website and app, and will air a two-night TV special on
Oct 4-5. The festival will also include its daytime event
dubbed, "Daytime Village," on Sept 23. It will include perform-
ances from Migos, Halsey, Kelsea Ballerini and others. — AP

Lead singer of British band Coldplay Chris Martin
(right) with guitarist Jonny Buckland perform at The
Stade de France Arena in Saint Denis.

In this file photo, Pink performs during the Festival
d’ete de Quebec in Quebec City, Canada. — AP

John Mayer never relied on multicolored lighting, confetti and
pyrotechnics to help him during his live shows, like some of
his peers. But the singer-songwriter-guitarist wanted to step

up his game, and he said watching Drake perform live encour-
aged him to beef up his stage production and take more risks dur-
ing his concerts. Mayer will launch the second leg of his Search for
Everything World Tour yesterday in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
The new live shows have been a departure for the Grammy win-
ner, who now performs with a colorful and futuristic L.E.D. wall
and floor. "I wanted to have a really big show. I want to be com-
petitive. I want to be in the world where people are creating big-
ger and better shows," Mayer said. "I think there's a healthy com-
petition involved in it. I went and saw Drake's show and ... real
artists say, 'Wow!' And then they go, '(Expletive).' Right? Because
you see something that wows you and as an artist yourself you go,
'I want a little of that.'" The 39-year-old recently wrapped a tour
with Dead & Company, his supergroup with Grateful Dead's
Mickey Hart, Bill Kreutzmann and Bob Weir. His summer tour
wraps Sept 3 in Noblesville, Indiana.

But Mayer isn't only playing big arenas: He announced
Tuesday that he will join the Dive Bar Tour with Bud Light for a
show in Los Angeles on July 26. In a recent interview with The
Associated Press, Mayer talked about stepping it up with his live
shows, attending Grateful Dead University and enjoying new
albums by DJ Khaled and Calvin Harris.

AP: The production level for your new live shows has really
changed. What's that process been like?

Mayer: We have an L.E.D. wall and a L.E.D. floor. In a way it's
really minimal ... but from there you can go anywhere you want to
go. It can be abstract. It can be superminimalist. It can also be
super-real. ... I even want to go further with it. ... I have an idea
maybe next year to do like a 2.0 version of it where it really goes
down deep into my dream, but that's a lot more trucks and buses.
I'd go broke from that tour but it would be incredible. It would
almost be Broadway-like. I want to be modern day and I want to
play by modern-day rules and excite people, but I also want to do
it the way I would do it. Everything that I've ever picked up that
was a technology in some way or another, I've always found, I
think, my own voice with it. And so I'm doing the big, bad L.E.D.
show, but in a way that tells a story about me.

AP: Your album "The Search for Everything" was released
in April and it's been four years since your last release. Why so
long?

Mayer: Well, when I turned 30 (in 2008), I looked at my 30s
that were coming up and I said, 'I want to make as much as I can in
my 30s,' so I started to. ... 'The Search for Everything' would have
come out, and I haven't done the math on this, it would have
come out in 2015, but then this beautiful opportunity of Dead &
Company showed up at my doorstep. And I've never pressed
pause on a solo career before, but I knew that this was worth
pressing pause for. And that's been really interesting because the
(new) songs are really powerful, but I'm also two years removed
from the emotion of it, so it's a very interesting thing to go out on
tour with songs that have been gestating for three years.

Artistic response
AP: What have you learned from performing in Dead &

Company?
Mayer: It seemed to me almost like taking a break to go back

to school, right? It was like, 'Take a break from this solo thing and
go back to the university.' And I'm getting my degree from
Grateful Dead University. That's all I ever wanted was musical
experience that equated to becoming a better musician. ... It's a lit-
tle boring to be a solo act for like 50 years. For me personally, I'm
way too fidgety.

AP: Who else would you like to collaborate with?
Mayer: My next collaboration, I think, is going to be more on

the producer side than on the artist side. I'm very interested in and
intrigued by the idea of working with certain producers. ... I also
like the idea of the ensemble record; I see where that's going. The
(DJ) Khaled record, the Calvin Harris record - that's like a life hack
that's taking place before our eyes. And it's a thoughtful, artistic
response to the industry going the way it's going, which is like
supergroups. ... So I see that working, too, like 'John Mayer
Presents...' - where I'm a little less the singer and the upfront guy,
and more the guy making tracks and saying, 'I really can hear this
voice here.'

Mayer on changing his live 
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This file photo shows singer R Kelly
attending the Ovadia & Sons front
row during New York Fashion Week:
Men’s S/S 2016 at Skylight Clarkson
Sq in New York City. — AFP
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