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KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday ordered the Iranian
ambassador to leave the country, Iran’s ISNA news
agency reported, in an escalating row after the
state’s top court convicted a “terror” cell of links to
the Islamic republic. “Under the pressure of Saudi
interventionist policies, and the baseless accusa-
tion of Iranian interference ... Kuwait has
announced that ... Alireza Enayati, the Iranian
ambassador to Kuwait, must leave...,” the Iranian
Students News Agency said. 

Kuwait’s foreign ministry earlier yesterday said
the state had expelled Iranian diplomats and
closed some embassy missions. The action was
taken after a cassation court ruling last month said
“Iranian sides helped and supported the cell mem-
bers,” the ministry said in a statement. A senior
government official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told AFP around 15 diplomats were
ordered to leave. Kuwait also ordered the closure
of the Iranian “military, cultural and trade” mis-

sions, the official said. 
Iranian state television said Kuwait’s foreign

ministry summoned Tehran’s ambassador and
ordered the number of diplomats to be cut from
19 to four and the closure of the cultural and mili-
tary missions. State news agency KUNA, citing a
foreign ministry source, said Kuwait had also
decided to freeze any activities involving joint
committees between the two countries. “Kuwait
claims that Iran has tried to interfere in the internal
affairs of the country,” Iranian state television
reported. Iran’s state-run IRNA news agency
reported that the country’s foreign ministry sum-
moned the Kuwaiti charge d’affaires in Tehran to
explain the move. The ministry is protesting the
call to cut the number of diplomats stationed in
Kuwait, IRNA said.

Last month Kuwait’s supreme court sentenced
the mastermind of the so-called “Abdaly cell” to
life in jail and condemned 20 others to various

prison terms for alleged links with Iran and
Lebanese Shiite militia Hezbollah, and plotting ter-
ror attacks in Kuwait. State Minister for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah,
who is also acting information minister, confirmed
Kuwait had taken diplomatic action against Iran.
“Following the supreme court ruling on the case...
the government of Kuwait has decided to take
measures, in accordance with diplomatic norms
and the Vienna Convention, towards its relations
with the Islamic Republic of Iran,” Sheikh
Mohammad told AFP.

The row comes at a time when Kuwait is trying
to mediate an end to the Gulf’s worst diplomatic
crisis in years, after Saudi Arabia and its allies cut
ties with Qatar over accusations it is too close to
Iran and funds extremists. A local newspaper
reported on Monday that 14 of the cell’s 26 mem-
bers had fled to Iran by sea. They were convicted
by a lower court early last year but acquitted on

appeals several months later and set free.
The cassation court, whose rulings are final,

overturned their acquittal on June 18 and sen-
tenced them to between five and 15 years in
prison. The interior ministry confirmed on Tuesday
that the 14 men were on the run but it said that
they had not left the country through official exit
points. The cell was busted in August 2015 and
large quantities of arms, ammunition and explo-
sives were seized from them, according to the
Kuwaiti authorities.

Kuwaiti courts convicted them of working
for Iran’s Revolutionary Guards and Hezbollah.
They were also convicted of smuggling explo-
sives from Iran. The only Iranian member of the
cell was sentenced to death in absentia by the
lower court early last year. Unlike fellow Gulf
partners Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain, Kuwait maintained good relations
with Iran. — Agencies (See Page 8)

Kuwait orders Iran envoy to leave
Some Iran missions ordered shut, diplomats expelled
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Defacing state utilities

Many people in Kuwait do not care about
protecting state utilities. They think these
belong to them and they can do whatever

they want, even breaking and damaging them. This
ill behavior has to stop.    

Because of the imbalance in the demographic
structure and the presence of residents of a multi-
tude of nationalities, some are not aware of the
importance of preserving the environment or gener-
al hygiene. It is normal to find public utilities on the
beachside, for example, full of dirt, especially after
weekends, or even cinemas after the end of the
show, where you can see food remnants strewn on
the ground in a disgusting way.  

We can all see destruction of public recreational
facilities like gardens and vandalism of toilets - even
the theft of some of their contents and wastage of
water, yet nothing is done to stop these acts. I had a
neighbor in Shamiya whose maid used to waste a
lot of water to wash one car or the front yard of the
house. But the owner of the house seemed to get
angry when I advised him not to waste too much
water on a small yard. I even tried to speak to the
maid, but her answer was: “My sponsor never says a
thing, so why do you?” She is right, because both
are careless about the importance of preserving the
environment - especially the sponsor. He is the one
who should care because he pays the bills - or
maybe not!

It is regrettable that garbage containers are often
in a bad condition - smelly and dirty. Garbage con-
tainers are also not separated by the type of waste -
plastic, metal, paper, etc. The state allocates a
garbage bin to each household. Garbage trucks
arrive in the morning and the garbage is removed.
But rubbish that is dumped on the ground is due to a
cultural issue and ethics of residents. In our situation,
maids are often not guided on the right behavior by
their sponsors, so such outcomes are expected.  

Another example is the throwing of waste on the
street, which in addition to being an uncivilized act,
is a violation of public utilities, because the street is
public property that shouldn’t be defiled. Throwing
garbage from cars on streets or throwing it in public
places and gardens is proof of ignorance, lack of
respect and absence of fear of the law and punish-
ment. This behavior can be confronted only by
applying strict laws, such as traffic laws and large
fines to force everyone to behave well. 

I recall a comment of a young man who was
throwing waste and food on the road. When asked
why he was doing such a thing, he said there are
cleaners who get paid to pick trash, so I am giving
them work to do! Another example is when you see
young women throwing garbage bags from their
cars on the street without any sense of shame.   

I hope to see judicial control given to the munici-
pality by assigning some of its staff to observe peo-
ple who do such things and hand them a fine. The
penalties should range from warnings to large mon-
etary penalties. Maybe then, the message will be
received and we can see some change.

IN MY VIEW

My vacation was quite eventful this year because I
had taken up an internship in Kuwait. The work
experience I gained helped me realize the need

to be involved in activities that engage and develop
one’s professional skills.  Internships, part time jobs,
trainee programs and summer work can all help a col-
lege student - both in their chosen field of study and also
in preparing for work life. 

The training received during the holidays gave me
important insight into how a newspaper’s editorial
department works, the nuts and bolts of editing and
how editor’s determine what is ‘newsworthy’.

A major addition to the experiences gained, is the
development of interpersonal skills, an essential skill set
in any field of work. Dealing with a variety of people -
from different cultures, backgrounds, languages, etc. can
also improve one’s own communication skills, creativity,
work performance and perspective on the world. 

The exposure and training received in student life is
an accolade to flaunt on resumes and even to impart the
skills obtained in practical situations. It also helps one to
face different situations wisely and maturely.  I always
sensed a warmth while dealing with my colleagues and
learnt a good deal during my tenure as an intern at the
Kuwait Times, which made going to work each day
much easier than I thought it would be.

Engaging in productive undertakings is a great learn-
ing exercise and is absolutely beneficial in the long run.
Programs involving physical exertion and cognitive abili-
ties are recommended to be taken up as they are worth-
while means to spend vacations without guilt of wasting
it all away. 

The feeling of priority given as an employee will sure-
ly make us want to put in your best efforts in your
respective department, which helps us affirm well to our
interests and ultimately is a confidence booster. 

The value of an internship: My

favorite episode in college life

PHOTOS OF THE DAY

Sweet and rich, dates are one of the most popular and
important local fruits in the Arabian Peninsula. Date
can be traced back more than 6,000 years and grow in

dozens of different varieties in the Gulf countries.
Cultivated from the date palm tree, dates are highly nutri-
tious and are bursting with fiber, potassium, copper, man-
ganese, magnesium as well as several vitamins and of
course its natural sugar. A handful of dates can satisfy

almost all the nutritional needs required for human survival. 
In Kuwait, dates start to come into season in the late

summer and early fall. Date palms planted all across the
city,  in private gardens and public spaces,  wil l  be
bagged - where the fruit in bunches is wrapped to pro-
tect it from falling and birds - and eventually the dates
once ripened will be collected and distributed or sold at
market.  — Photos by KUNA

The incredible date





One of Kuwait’s oldest historical areas 
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By Faten Omar

As part of our occasional series exploring the various areas
of Kuwait, Kuwait Times recently visited Mirqab in Kuwait
City to discover this beautiful historic district. Mirqab is

one of the oldest areas of Kuwait. 
Once a thriving residential district of the old town, it is now

home to some of Kuwait’s most iconic buildings and towers and
a major government and commercial hub. It is located to the

north of Safat Square, to the west of Naif Palace and south of
Soor. Nearby districts include Salhiya, Qibla, Umm Siddah and
Mansouriya.

Mirqab is one of the largest areas of Kuwait but with the least
population - a total of 9,848 residents, according to 2008 statis-
tics. The inhabitants of this area used to be Arabs who migrated
to Kuwait from Najd in the center of the Arabian Peninsula. 

Nowadays, it is mostly inhabited by expat ‘bachelors’. Driving
around Mirqab, one can witness the heavy traffic during rush

hours. The area includes the ministries complex, Liberation
Tower and Shamlan Mosque on a roundabout. Mirqab is also
home to the busy Ministries Complex and hundreds of small to
medium businesses as well as many corporate headquarters. 

“Mirqab is considered one of the busiest areas in Kuwait
where many companies have offices. One of the reasons for
the growing number of companies setting up their headquar-
ters in Mirqab is because it’s the central link to Kuwait City,”
engineer Hamad Al-Dehani told Kuwait Times. “Keep in mind

Exploring Mirqab 
Al-Shamlan Mosque is one of the most famous landmarks in Mirqab, placed in the center of the roundabout on Abdulaziz Hamad Al Saqer Street. 
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that it is also has larger offices at reasonable prices.”
Dehani noted that the first diwaniya in Kuwait was located

in Mirqab. This tradition was then adopted by the rest of
Kuwaitis. The area’s most famous diwaniyas are the Al-
Hmoud, Al-Shaya, Al-Wazzan, Al-Mutalqah, Al-Assimi and Al-
Qassah. “Also, the first secondary school for girls was in
Mirqab - Al-Banat Secondary School - that opened in 1959
near Al-Hamad Mosque and Al-Mirqab Club, a sports club

established in 1954 with the aim of contributing to raising the
cultural and sports levels in Kuwait, but which closed in
1959,” Dehani added.

Talal Al-Ansari, Kuwaiti writer, said his family lived in
Mirqab before moving to Sabah Al-Ahmad. He told Kuwait
Times about the families who used to live in Mirqab - Al-
Ansari, Al-Babtain, Al-Barrak, Al-Baluchi, Al-Tamimi, Al-Harbi,
Al-Hasawi, Al-Refai, Al-Roumi, Al-Ruwaished, Al-Sultan, Al-

Sweilem, Al-Shaya and Al-Kandari.
He said the municipality has completed a study on the

economic transformation of Kuwait City, with Mirqab to
become a major financial district. “The municipality is
requesting to amend the use of 47 residential plots in Mirqab
- the 47 hectares will be allocated for the first financial and
commercial center in Kuwait City to be developed in accor-
dance to the 2030 urban plan of Kuwait,” Ansari said.

Photos show various iconic landmarks and popular places in Mirqab, a historic neighborhood in Kuwait City. — Photos by Joseph Shagra and Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait Liberation Tower, com-
pleted in 1993, is another
famous landmark in Mirqab
which is visible from miles
around. 

The Kuwait Chamber of Commerce,
the seat of business and industry in
Kuwait, is also located in Mirqab. 
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It is no secret that clothes have always played part in
displaying the cultural identity of people around
the globe and this is very true when it comes to tra-

ditional garments worn by Kuwaiti men.
Though the design is almost identical all over the

Gulf region, Kuwaiti traditional men’s clothing have
distinct features that separated them from the rest.

Speaking on the issue, cultural  researcher
Ghanima Al-Fahad said that traditions, social norms,
as well as the climate played a crucial role in shaping
men’s clothing in Kuwait, which could be either very
expensive or quite affordable. For example, “al-
shllah”, a loose type of garment made of light materi-
al, was worn by men at social occasions during sum-
mertime, said Al-Fahad, revealing that this type of
clothing developed to the point that women, now,
were wearing them, after applying some feminine
touches of course.

She added that “al-zaboun”, a coat imported from
India, was another type of clothing that men wore
over their “dishdashas”, the traditional name given to
a dress-like type of clothing. However, the type of
clothing that showed the high status of a man among
his peers was the “Bisht”, a traditional cloak, worn by
men who are well off, but now is very common dur-
ing social occasions like weddings and official recep-
tions, said the researcher.

Back to the dishdasha, Al-Fahad affirmed that
this was the mainstay of men’s clothing, but said
that the design continued to evolve, or some-
times devolved, with fashion statements from
the past, such as the cool 1960s cuff shirt worn
under the dishdasha, making a comeback in our
modern times. — KUNA

Typically a white or light colored material is used to create the summer ‘Al-Shllah’, a loose fitting gown worn by men in Kuwait. — KUNA photos

Men’s 
traditional clothing reflects Kuwait climate, culture

Dishdashas are the traditional name given to a dress-like
type of clothing that Kuwaiti men wear.

The type of clothing that showed the high status of a man
among his peers was the ‘bisht’.

Social norms, as well as the climate played a crucial role
in shaping men’s clothing in Kuwait, which could be
either very expensive or quite affordable.

The type of clothing that showed the high status of a
man among his peers was the "Bisht"
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Crime
R e p o r t

Customs foils 

bid to smuggle 

drugs in gloves

KUWAIT: Air cargo customs officers foiled an attempt to
smuggle one-and-a-half kilogram of heroin hidden in cricket
gloves via courier. A customs source said the drugs arrived
from Pakistan. Officers also prevented an Egyptian from smug-
gling 3,200 Tramadol pills in bags that arrived from his coun-
try. The drugs were found in three bags, which were ‘cleared’
and placed under surveillance. The man who came to claim
them was arrested, and confessed the shipment belonged to
him. He was sent to the Drugs Control General Department.

Cabbie insulted

Three women verbally insulted a taxi driver who took
them from Jabriya to Riggae. The three women asked the
driver to take them to a salon, but when they reached
there, they left without paying him. When he asked them
to pay up, the women started shouting at him and threat-
ened to beat him. The driver called police, but the women
disappeared before their arrival.

Waiter beaten
Two persons hit and ruptured the eardrum of an Egyptian
waiter for being late in bringing their order in Jahra. The
waiter was taken to Jahra Hospital by his colleagues. He
said that the two started screaming at him, then beat him
before escaping.

—Translated from the Arabic press

Fight over staring
Ahmadi police broke up a fight between five persons in a
mall’s parking lot due to staring. They were charged at
Fahaheel police station.

MPs demand action over 

escape of terror convicts 

Lawmakers sign request for emergency session
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs began yesterday signing a
request to hold an emergency session of
the National Assembly to discuss the
developments surrounding the escape
of several members of a pro-Iran cell, on
a day when Kuwait ordered Iranian
diplomats to leave.Tabtabaei said on his
Twitter account that he has prepared the
request for the emergency session and
placed it in his office for signatures. He
posted images of a number of lawmak-
ers signing the document.

So far, 13 MPs have signed, but many
others have supported the move. The
request requires the signature of at least
33 MPs and must secure the govern-
ment’s approval. The Assembly is cur-

rently on summer recess and is due to
start its next term in October. In his
request, Tabtabaei said the debate
should tackle the future of relations with
Iran, placing Lebanese group Hezbollah
on the list of terror organizations and
debating the details of the ruling against
the so-called “Abdaly cell”.

The court of cassation last month sen-
tenced the mastermind of the group to
life in jail, condemned 20 others to vari-
ous jail terms and acquitted two. Three
other members remain at large.The
court convicted them of forming a cell
with links to Iran and Hezbollah, smug-
gling arms and explosives into Kuwait
from Iran and plotting attacks in the
country.

Several MPs have demanded that the

government should be held responsible
for the escape and some of them vowed
to grill the prime minister over the issue.
MP Khaled Al-Otaibi said it was a shame
to see those who threatened the security
and stability of the country flee without
the security agencies succeeding in stop-
ping them.

Otaibi said what happened proves
the fact that there are other cells and
individuals operating against the coun-
try and its interests. He called on the
authorities to clarify the entire situation
and hold to account those who failed to
perform their duty. MP Abdulwahab Al-
Babtain said the issue of convicted mem-
bers of a terror cell fleeing the country
will not be allowed to pass without hold-
ing responsible officials to account.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen put out a fire in a 50-ft yacht at Souk
Sharq marina. The yacht was isolated before fire fighters
tackled the blaze. No injuries were reported. Separately,
Ardiya, Subhan, backup and Sulaibkhat fire centers
responded to a call about a fire in a “bachelor” residence
in Khaitan. The house was evacuated and the fire put out
without injures.

Wanted people arrested
Several wanted people were arrested during inspec-

tion campaigns, resulting in the arrest of seven citizens
with drugs. All were sent to concerned authorities.

Firemen feted
Director General of Kuwait Fire Service Directorate Lt

General Khalid Al-Mikrad received the Head of the Arts
Department at PAAET Dr Farida Shaaban, who presented
him with artworks in appreciation of firemen’s efforts.

Yacht on fire at Sharq marina

Firemen tackle fires on a yacht in Souq Sharq (above) and a Khaitan building (below). 

MPW announces 

detours, partial 

road openings 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary for Roads Engineering at
the Ministry of Public Works Ahmad Al-Hussan announced 21
partial road openings till the end of 2017. Hussan said the
most important openings are the Second Ring Road segment
that leads to the Arabian Gulf Road, the airport bridge from
Jamal Abdulnasser Street, the bridge that connects the airport
bridge and Jahra bridge in the direction of Jahra and the con-
nection of Al-Sabah Hospital roundabout with the round-
about of the psychiatric hospital. Hussan said his department
coordinates with the traffic department with regards to the
openings.

The ministry said temporary alternative roads will be
closed and replaced by permanent roads, so the traffic depart-
ment made the following detours:

l Traffic heading towards residential Shuwaikh instead of
the Second Ring Road to St 20 and Abdelrahman Al-Bader
Street from Jahra Road until the permanent roads are com-
pleted.

l Traffic on the Second Ring Road towards Jahra will use
the new road till it ends with Jahra Road in Kaifan.

l Traffic from Second Ring Road to Sheraton roundabout
can use Jassem Mohammad Al-Saqer St in Shamiya, and from
there to Jahra Road, then to the Sheraton roundabout.

l Traffic coming from Jahra bridge to the Second Ring
Road can use the slope from the bridge before the Airport
Road, then to Alexandria Road in Kaifan, then to the Second
Ring Road.



DUBAI: A Saudi prince has been arrested after a video
emerged online purporting to show him abusing some-
one and pointing a rifle at another. King Salman ordered
the arrest and interrogation of the prince on Wednesday, a
day after short video clips were published on YouTube
and shared on Twitter showing what appears to be a rifle
pointed toward a man who is bleeding from the head and
pleading. One clip, viewed more than 760,000 times, also
shows 18 bottles of Johnnie Walker Red Label whisky dis-
played on a table and a wad of cash. The sale and con-
sumption of alcohol in Saudi Arabia is forbidden. Another
video clip shows a man sitting in a car, bleeding and being
cursed at for parking in front of a house. Another clip
shows what appears to be the prince punching and slap-
ping a man who is sitting on a chair. The clips went viral in
Saudi Arabia under an Arabic Twitter hashtag that said
“prince transgresses on citizens”.

Saudi Arabia’s state TV reported Wednesday that the
king ordered a full investigation into the incidents and the

arrest of Prince Saud bin Abdulaziz bin Musaed bin Saud
bin Abdulaziz, as well as any associates that appeared in
the clips. He ordered that no individual involved in the
case be released until a court has issued a ruling in line
with the country’s Islamic Shariah laws.

In the order, King Salman urged people to remain vigi-
lant in monitoring any exploitation of status or abuse of
power. After he issued the order, a video seen nearly a
quarter-million times showed the young, low-level prince,
dressed in a black t-shirt and grey sweatpants, handcuffed
and with his feet chained being escorted into a building by
security officers. While many Saudis wrote in support of the
king’s decision on Twitter, outspoken rights activist Moudi
Aljohani said the order actually points to how lax the
authorities are when it comes to royals. The arrest comes a
day after state media reported that a woman who was
filmed walking around a historic Saudi fort in a miniskirt
and crop top sparked outrage among conservatives for
defying the kingdom’s dress code for women, which

requires females to cover in public in long, loose robes. The
outcry prompted police to detain and question her for sev-
eral hours before she was released without charge.

While Saudi royals are given privileged status in the
kingdom, in addition to undisclosed monthly allowances
from the state, they are not immune to prosecution. In an
extremely rare event, the kingdom executed a prince last
October who had fatally shot another man. Saudi Arabia
has one of the highest rates of executions in the world.
Since ascending to throne in 2015, King Salman has
branded himself a “decisive” leader. He has fired ministers
caught on video being rude or insulting citizens. He also
fired a senior royal court official who was filmed slapping a
photographer.

Before becoming king, Salman served as the governor
of the capital, Riyadh, and as defense minister. A leaked
2007 US Embassy memo said he “is often the referee in
family disputes”. He also reportedly oversaw a prison for
wayward royals in Riyadh. —AP

Saudi prince arrested over abuse videos
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KUWAIT: US Ambassador to the coun-
try Lawrence Silverman lauded
Kuwait’s strong role in supporting
regional peace and security, a state-
ment said yesterday. This praise came
during a meeting between Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and
Ambassador Silverman, said the state-
ment by the Ministry’s Public Relations
and Media Department.  

During the meeting, Minister
Khaled Al-Jarrah reaffirmed that rela-
tions with the US were strong and
deep-rooted, hoping that both coun-
tries continue to explore ways to
enhance them even further. Silverman,
on his part, stressed the importance of
meetings between Kuwaiti and US
officials to coordinate efforts. —KUNA

US envoy lauds Kuwait’s 

support of regional peace

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah meets US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman. —KUNA

Shaab Park closed
KUWAIT: Shaab Park was closed yesterday for unknown
reasons. A source at the entertainment park confirmed the
closure, but could not provide a reason for the closure or
confirm how long the closure would last.

KUWAIT: British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher weighed the
idea of sending special forces to Kuwait during the 1990-1991 Iraqi
occupation. According to an article in the Guardian newspaper cit-
ing newly released Downing Street papers, Thatcher studied a plan
to send supplies to the besieged British embassy in Kuwait City via
SAS-style raids.

According to the report, Percy Cradock, Thatcher’s veteran for-
eign affairs adviser, was asked to investigate the possibility of
using military special forces to provide food and other life sustain-
ing necessities to British diplomats trapped inside the embassy.
“Outside, the embassy is under the surveillance of guards. Kuwait
City itself is dense with Iraqi infantry. The occupants reckon they
have supplies to last 50 days (about the end of October with
reduced communications activity). After that they will need water,
food and fuel,” Cradock reported back to Thatcher. 

“We looked at the possibility of resupply of our embassy by
means of a military operation. This has been carefully examined in
the Ministry of Defense and the military view is that the hazards in
relation to benefits would be excessive. Kuwait and its approaches
are heavily defended. There are mines on the beaches and plentiful
air defense. The sea approaches are patrolled by Iraqi fast boats. We
have no available submarine and a sea approach would involve
bringing a destroyer or frigate dangerously close to shore,” he said.

British diplomatic staff were eventually moved to Baghdad in
December 1990. The US-led coalition assault, known as Operation
Desert Storm, started the following month, in January 1991, to
drive the Iraqis out of Kuwait.

Thatcher mulled plan to resupply 

embassy during Iraqi occupation

Iraq airports open 

to Kuwaiti flights

BAGHDAD: All of Iraq’s airports are open to Kuwaiti
commercial flights, which will offer facilitations for
the arrival of jets from the neighboring country, Iraq’s
Transportation Ministry said on Wednesday.  The calls
were made after both countries signed a cooperation
agreement in the field of air transport in December
last year.

In a statement, the ministry said that Iraq’s second
largest airport, Basra International, in particular, operates
according to the ‘open skies’ agreement, which allows a
free-market environment for the global airline industry.
Commenting on the announcement, ministry spokesman
Salem Mousa told KUNA that the move illustrates the
state of openness between both countries in the field of
commercial aviation and outlines their commitment to
the development of transport cooperation.

Transport between the neighboring countries has
recently increased, Mousa said, adding that it has now
become mandatory to back this growth with tangible
action on the ground, through the creation of further
bilateral cooperation prospects. —KUNA

US ends laptop 

ban on Middle 

East carriers
DUBAI: The United States has ended a four month ban on passengers
carrying laptops onboard US bound flights from certain airports in the
Middle East and North Africa, bringing to an end one of the controversial
travel restrictions imposed by President Donald Trump’s administration.
Riyadh’s King Khalid International Airport was the last of 10 airports to be
exempted from the ban, the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
confirmed in a tweet late on Wednesday local time. Middle East carriers
have blamed Trump’s travel restrictions, which include banning citizens
of some Muslim majority countries from visiting the United States, for a
downturn in demand on US routes. In March, the United States banned
large electronics in cabins on flights from 10 airports in the Middle East
and North Africa over concerns that explosives could be concealed in the
devices taken onboard aircraft.

The ban has been lifted on the nine airlines affected - Emirates, Etihad
Airways, Qatar Airways, Turkish Airlines, Saudi Arabian Airlines, Royal
Jordanian, Kuwait Airways, EgyptAir and Royal Air Maroc - which are the
only carriers to fly direct to the United States from the region. A ban on
citizens of six Muslim-majority countries - Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan,
Syria, and Yemen - remains in place though has been limited after several
US court hearings challenged the restrictions. “The aviation industry has
been trying to come together with a united message to governments
and stakeholders about regulation and supporting the industry,” said Will
Horton, senior analyst at Australian aviation consultancy CAPA. “That was
dealt a first blow from the travel ban and then a second from the large
electronics ban.” 

Leading industry group the International Air Transport Association
(IATA) criticized the laptop ban as ineffective, as security experts argued
that militants could travel to the United States via Europe or elsewhere
where the restrictions didn’t apply. The restrictions were imposed as
major US carriers American Airlines Group, Delta Air Lines and United
Airlines resumed their campaign against the Gulf carriers Emirates, Etihad
and Qatar Airways by pressuring the new US administration to renegoti-
ate its open skies agreements with the United Arab Emirates and Qatar.
However, US and Middle East officials said the campaign and the travel
restrictions were not related. US officials lifted the ban after visiting the 10
airports in Egypt, Morocco, Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and Turkey over the past three weeks to confirm
new security measures announced last month were being implemented.

On Thursday, the US issued a revised directive to airlines around the
world in response to requests that it clarify aviation security measures
scheduled to start taking effect this week. The new requirements include
enhanced passenger screening at foreign airports, increased security pro-
tocols around aircraft and in passenger areas and expanded canine
screening. They affect 325,000 airline passengers on about 2,000 com-
mercial flights arriving daily in the United States, on 180 airlines from 280
airports in 105 countries. —Reuters



WASHINGTON: Donald Trump said he regretted his
choice for attorney general Wednesday as he sought
to protect himself from the growing firestorm over
Russia’s alleged election meddling which is engulfing
his presidency. On the eve of the six-month mark of
Trump’s inauguration, it also emerged that senators
will next week grill three of the pivotal players in the
Trump campaign-including his eldest son-over
swirling allegations of the presidential campaign’s
collusion with Russia.

The announcements came as the Trump adminis-
tration and the Kremlin tried to quell an uproar about
a previously undisclosed meeting between Trump
and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin during this
month’s G20 summit. Attorney General Jeff Sessions
was one of the first senior Republican politicians to
endorse Trump before last November’s election and
was rewarded by being appointed America’s top law
enforcement officer.

But he stood aside in March from overseeing an
FBI-led probe into whether members of the Trump
team colluded with Moscow during the election
campaign after it emerged that Sessions had not
disclosed during his Senate confirmation hearing
that he met twice with the Russian ambassador to
Washington. In an interview with the New York
Times, Trump said Sessions had acted unfairly in

taking the job in the first place if he had felt in any
way compromised. 

“How do you take a job and then recuse yourself?
If he would have recused himself before the job, I
would have said, ‘Thanks, Jeff, but I’m not going to
take you,’” Trump said. “It’s extremely unfair-and
that’s a mild word-to the president.” Trump also criti-
cized Sessions’ performance at the Senate confirma-
tion hearing in January, in which he denied meeting
with any Russians when he had in fact met with the
Russian ambassador.

Bad answers
“Jeff Sessions gave some bad answers,” the presi-

dent said in his interview with the Times. “He gave
some answers that were simple questions and
should have been simple answers, but they
weren’t.” The Senate Intelligence Committee is now
due to grill the president’s son-in-law Jared Kushner,
who is one of the most powerful figures in the
Trump White House, in a closed-door session next
Monday, his lawyer told CNN.

And two days later, the Senate Judiciary
Committee will question Trump’s eldest son,
Donald Trump Jr, and former campaign manager
Paul Manafort about Russia’s role, congressional
officials announced on Wednesday. All three men

attended a controversial meeting with a Russian
lawyer last year, in which they were expecting to
receive dirt from Moscow on Trump’s election rival
Hillary Clinton. Trump Jr sent shockwaves through
Washington last week by releasing a series of
emails that detailed how he had attended the
meeting after being promised “very high level and
sensitive information” that was “part of Russia and
its government’s support for Mr Trump.”

Both Trump Jr and Manafort were told in letters
from the panel’s senior members to “preserve all rel-
evant documents in your possession... related to
Russian interference in the 2016 election, including
documents related to your or the Trump campaign’s
contacts with Russian government officials, associ-
ates or representatives.” The senators said they
would issue subpoenas if the witnesses did not pro-
duce the required documents. With Washington
reeling from the stream of revelations, Trump has
rushed to his son’s defense, and lambasted what he
calls a political “witch hunt”.

But on Wednesday night a senior official made
clear that the administration was cooperating with
the investigation being conducted by a special coun-
sel, former FBI director Robert Mueller, who is probing
the Russia connection independently of the Senate
panels. “I’m part of the Trump administration, and the

special counsel is reporting to me, and the answer to
that is certainly yes,” deputy attorney general Rod
Rosenstein told Fox News. “We are providing appro-
priate cooperation to make sure the investigation is
done properly.”

Russia fever
Some critics have seized on the additional, previ-

ously undisclosed meeting between the US president
and his Russian counterpart as more evidence that
the Trump team are reluctant to come clean on any-
thing involving Russia. The White House confirmed
the politically sensitive sit-down over dinner on the
final night of the G20 summit in Germany only after it
was leaked, but has denied that it amounted to any-
thing untoward.

“Once again, the Russia fever has caught up with
the media and everybody ran out and tried to create
a story that simply didn’t exist,” White House spokes-
woman Sarah Huckabee Sanders said at a briefing on
Wednesday. That message was echoed by her
Kremlin counterpart Dmitry Peskov. “The use of the
terms ‘secret’ or ‘confidential’ for this meeting pro-
vokes absolute surprise and incomprehension.”  The
meeting had been “officially accepted” by diplomatic
channels, he added in comments reported by the
Russia’s TASS news agency.—AFP
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WASHINGTON: This file photo shows US President Donald Trump with Attorney General Jeff Sessions, right, during the 36th Annual National Peace Officersí
Memorial Service at the US Capitol in Washington, DC. —AFP
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JERUSALEM: Israel’s public security minis-
ter said yesterday that metal detectors
placed at a contested Jerusalem shrine
after a deadly attack there are essential to
maintain security, despite a Muslim call for
mass protests in the city if they are not
removed. Gilad Erdan told Israel’s Army
Radio that Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will rule on the issue later in the
day after he holds security consultations
upon his return from a working visit to
Europe. The Israeli security services are
reportedly divided over what to do given
the volatility surrounding the site. 

But Erdan rejected Arab accusations
that new Israeli measures were an
attempt to expand control over the site
and insisted they were necessary to carry
out proper security checks.”The Israeli
police needs these metal detectors so the
security checks can give a proper
response to the security considerations,”
he said. “I assume there are contacts inter-
nationally to try to calm the situation, but
in my eyes there is no reason why the sit-
uation should not be calm.”

Tensions are high ahead of today, the
highlight of the Muslim religious week,
when tens of thousands of Muslims typical-
ly attend prayers in the walled compound
in Jerusalem’s Old City. Muslim leaders
have called for mass protests if the metal
detectors are not moved before then.

Conflicts over the holy site - known as the
Temple Mount to Jews and Noble
Sanctuary to Muslims - have repeatedly
triggered Israeli-Palestinian confrontations. 

Three Arab gunmen launched an
attack from there last week, killing two
Israeli policemen at a gate to the Muslim-
administered compound. In response,
Israel began installing metal detectors - a
security measure it said is used routinely at
holy sites around the world. Muslim clerics
have been urging the faithful to forego
prayers in neighborhood mosques on
Friday and converge on the shrine, in an
attempt to draw larger crowds.
Worshippers have been asked this week
to pray in the streets rather than submit to
the new security procedures.

Israeli capitulation
Netanyahu, who is in Hungary, held a

pair of urgent phone conversations with his
security chiefs Wednesday and appears to
be under intense international pressure to
back down. Netanyahu said Israel is in close
contact with Jordan, the traditional Muslim
custodian of the shrine, to find a peaceful
solution to the conflict. Jordan’s ruling
Hashemite dynasty, with ancestry said to
go back to Prophet Muhammad, derives
much of its legitimacy from custodianship
over the shrine.

The site remained quiet yesterday and

Azzam Khatib, the director of the site’s
Muslim administration, or Waqf, said he
was hopeful an arrangement could be
found before the Friday prayers. “We will
never ever accept any changes in the
mosque, and Israel has to put an end to this
crisis by removing the metal detectors,” he
said. Nationalist Israeli politicians have been
pressuring Netanyahu from the opposite
direction. 

Education Minister Naftali Bennett,
leader of the pro-settler Jewish Home party,
warned of an Israeli “capitulation” that “will
damage Israel’s power of deterrence and
will endanger the lives of the visitors, the
worshippers and the police officers.” After
last week’s shooting, Israel closed the site
for two days for searches. It was only the
third closure since Israel captured the
shrine, along with east Jerusalem and other
territories, in the 1967 Mideast war.

The closure drew wide condemnation
from the Muslim world. Israel began open-
ing the site gradually on Sunday. Jews
revere the 37-acre raised platform as the
site of their biblical temples. It is the holiest
site in Judaism and the nearby Western
Wall, a remnant of one of the temples, is the
holiest place where Jews can pray. Muslims
believe the hilltop marks the spot from
which the Prophet Muhammad ascended
to heaven. It is Islam’s third-holiest site after
Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia.—AP

Netanyahu: Metal detectors 
crucial for Jerusalem site

Muslim leaders call for mass protests over metal detectors

JERUSALEM: Israeli security forces stand guard in front of Palestinian Muslim worshippers praying out-
side Lions Gate, a main entrance to the Al-Aqsa mosque compound in Jerusalem’s Old City, as the latter
protest against new Israeli security measures implemented at the holy site following an attack that
killed two Israeli policemen. —AFP

IS families, Mosul displaced
live side-by-side in Iraq camp

AL-JADAA, Iraq: Like hundreds of thousands of other Iraqis,
Maha lives with her boys at a camp for the displaced near
Mosul. But there’s a big difference-her father and husband
worked and fought with the Islamic State jihadist group. “Men
go off and do what they want, they never listen to us,” said the
young woman, a new arrival at the camp in the Al-Jadaa area,
south of Mosul, by way of excuse for their actions.

The camp is home to 18,000 people displaced by several
months of warfare in and around Mosul between IS and Iraqi
security forces backed by the US-led international coalition
also fighting the jihadists. More than 80 families, mostly
women and children who had a husband or father among the
ranks of IS, have this week been transferred to the Al-Jadaa
camp. Maha’s father worked for IS, distributing pensions to
the families of dead fighters. He himself died in an air strike on
the Maidan district of Mosul’s Old City, the last to fall before
Baghdad announced victory on July 10.

“When we left (Mosul), they questioned us. They told us
they ‘want the truth’. We told the truth,” she said, without dis-
closing to AFP the fate of her husband. Originally from farm-
lands south of Mosul, her family moved to the city in October
to escape the advancing Iraqi forces. “Nobody has harmed us.
We have been well treated,” said Maha, her face covered by a
scarf that only revealed her eyes and a worried look. Hamza,
five, and four-year-old Khattab were huddled around her legs,
clutching her jalabiya robe in its autumnal colors of yellow,
orange and red-brown.

We were living the good life   
Unusually for the many camps for the displaced in north-

ern Iraq, four armed soldiers kept watch near the area where
the new arrivals have been resettled. But the women and chil-
dren have freedom of movement outside their tents. Encircled
by howling and crying small children in one of the tents, sis-
ters Khawle and Nawal reminisced about the life they were
forced to leave behind in Mosul. “They say they saved us.
From who? They are the ones who bombed us. We were left
to walk over bodies everywhere,” said Nawal.

Khawle broke in with a sigh: “We were living the good life.
They treated us well,” she said of IS. Their father, a former bus
driver in his 60s, had signed up with the jihadists to work as a
mechanic. Saad Faraman of RNVDO, an Iraqi NGO in charge of
running camps in Al-Jadaa, said: “It’s our duty to accommo-
date them, to provide them with aid, just like we do for all the
displaced.” The IS-linked families were transferred from a
“rehabilitation centre” in Bartalla, close to Mosul, which
received at least 170 families before it was closed, according
to Human Rights Watch, which last week criticised the exis-
tence of that camp. —AFP

BEIRUT: At least 28 Syrian government soldiers and pro-
regime fighters were killed Wednesday in a rebel ambush in
the Eastern Ghouta region near Damascus, a monitor said yes-
terday. The fighters came under attack by the Army of Islam
rebel group as they attempted to advance in the town of Al-
Rihan, the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said. The Eastern Ghouta region is a major rebel stronghold
near the capital, and it has been the frequent target of govern-

ment military operations. Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman said rebels opened fire on the government troops as
they entered an area where the opposition fighters had plant-
ed mines. He said the ambush was the deadliest incident for
government fighters in Eastern Ghouta since February 2016,
when 76 regime troops were killed in Tal Sawane. Eastern
Ghouta is in one of the four proposed “de-escalation zones”
designated in an agreement reached by government allies

Iran and Russia and rebel backer Turkey in May.
But the deal has yet to be fully implemented over dis-

agreements on the monitoring mechanism for the safe zones.
In recent weeks, government warplanes have bombed the Ain
Terma area that links Eastern Ghouta to the rebel-held parts of
the Damascus neighborhood of Jobar. More than 330,000
people have been killed in Syria since its conflict broke out in
March 2011 with anti-government protests. —AFP

Rebel ambush kills 28 fighters near Damascus

MOSUL: Displaced Iraqis, who had fled the vio-
lence around the northern Iraqi city of Mosul as a
result of a planned operation to retake the Iraqi
city from jihadists, walk at the Jadaah camp on the
outskirts of Al-Qayyarah, south of Mosul. —AFP
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JERUSALEM: An assailant tried to stab
Israeli soldiers south of Bethlehem in
the occupied West Bank yesterday and
was shot dead, the Israeli army said. “An
assailant armed with a knife attempted
to stab (Israeli) soldiers at a checkpoint
in Tekoa. In response to the immediate
threat, forces fired shots towards the
assailant,” a military statement said,

with a spokeswoman confirming the
suspect’s death to AFP. No soldiers were
reported wounded and no immediate
details were available on the assailant’s
identity. The vast majority of such cases
have involved Palestinian attackers.

Last week, a Palestinian attempted to
ram his car at soldiers manning the
same checkpoint before exiting the

vehicle armed with a knife and trying to
stab the troops. He was shot dead. A
wave of unrest that broke out in
October 2015 has claimed the lives of at
least 284 Palestinians or Arab Israelis, 44
Israelis, two Americans, two Jordanians,
an Eritrean, a Sudanese and a Briton,
according to an AFP toll.

Israeli authorities say most of the

Palestinians killed were carrying out
knife, gun or car-ramming attacks.
Others were shot dead in protests and
clashes, while some were killed in Israeli
air strikes on the Gaza Strip. The violence
has greatly subsided in recent months,
though an attack near a sensitive
Jerusalem holy site last week that killed two
policemen has boosted tensions.—AFP 

MANILA: The Philippine government ordered the arrest yes-
terday of communist rebel leaders involved in peace talks,
the day after a guerrilla ambush left five presidential body-
guards wounded in the latest escalation of the half century-
long conflict. The insurgents have been engaged in off-and-
on peace talks with Manila to end one of the world’s longest
insurgencies that has claimed tens of thousands of lives,
since President Rodrigo Duterte was elected last year.

But the government suspended formal peace talks in May,
and yesterday chief government lawyer Jose Calida said
guerrilla leaders who were let out of prison to take part in
talks were now subject to arrest. “The Solicitor General
already instructed the... solicitors to ask the courts to cancel
the bail bonds of the (rebel) consultants, order their arrests,
and recommit them to their detention facilities,”  Calida’s
office said in a statement.

“The conditions (for their conditional release) provide that
should the formal peace negotiations cease or fail, their bond
shall be deemed automatically cancelled,” it added. Duterte
had freed more than a dozen rebel leaders so they could fly
to Europe and serve as consultants to their peace negotiating
team, made up mostly of exiled senior communist figures.
The talks were cancelled by the government due to deadly
guerrilla attacks on security forces, with the two sides failing
to agree to a ceasefire.

After Wednesday’s attacks by the communists’ 4,000-
member armed wing the New People’s Army-during which
gunmen opened fire on two Presidential Security Group vehi-
cles on the southern island of Mindanao-Manila called off a
planned informal meeting, saying the situation on the
ground was not conducive for peace talks. “You can just
imagine that if the president is on board that vehicle, he
could have been assassinated,” military spokesman Colonel
Edgard Arevalo told reporters yesterday.

The rebels said yesterday their armed attacks were in
response to Duterte’s plan to extend his 60-day martial law
proclamation to the end of the year for Mindanao, the south-
ern third of the country where the rebellion is concentrated.
Arevalo said the rebels had killed two off-duty Marines in an
ambush in another part of the country this week. “Clearly the
(rebels) have no intention to genuinely pursue peace negoti-
ations but merely to buy time to consolidate to recruit and to
beef up their ranks,” he added. Duterte had said he needed a
longer martial rule to defeat Islamist militants holed up in the
city of Marawi in a near-two-month battle that has left more
than 550 people dead.—AFP 

LIBREVILLE: Cameroon’s security forces
were yesterday accused of torturing
hundreds of Boko Haram suspects, lead-
ing to dozens of deaths, in what
Amnesty International said was a war
crime. The global human rights monitor
said US and French military were also
seen at one site where the abuses
allegedly took place and urged
Washington and Paris to investigate.
Boko Haram’s Islamist insurgency has
devastated northeast Nigeria since it
began in 2009, and the violence has
spread to neighboring countries, includ-
ing northern Cameroon.

Cameroonian troops are part of a
regional military force that has been
successful in forcing them out of cap-
tured territory in northeast Nigeria since
early 2015. Amnesty’s regional director
for West and Central Africa, Alioune
Tine, said Boko Haram had committed
atrocities and war crimes in Cameroon.
“But nothing could justify the callous
and widespread practice of torture com-
mitted by the security forces against
ordinary Cameroonians, who are often
arrested without any evidence and
forced to endure unimaginable pain,” he
said. “These horrific violations amount
to war crimes,” he added in a statement,
calling for an independent investigation.

Crackdown    
Amnesty said it had unearthed 101

cases of secret detention and docu-
mented at least 24 different types of
torture at more than 20 different sites
in Cameroon between 2013 and 2017.
Four of the locations were military
bases, two were run by the intelligence

services, one was a private residence
and another was a school. But most of
the torture happened at the headquar-
ters of the Rapid Intervention Battalion
(BIR), which has led the fight against
Boko Haram, and the DGRE intell i-
gence agency. 

The majority of victims were men
aged between 18 and 45 and from the
Far North region, which has been
repeatedly attacked by suicide and
bomb attacks. Women, children and
people with physical and mental disabil-
ities were also targeted. All  were
accused of support for the Islamic State
group affiliate, it was alleged. Torture
methods included beating suspects
with an electric cable while having
water thrown on them, beatings to
secure confessions and the use of excru-
ciating stress positions.

Deprivation of food, water and med-
ical treatment was also used; 32 of the
101 victims said they had seen people
die because of the torture and ill-treat-
ment. The allegations-similar to those
made against the military in Nigeria-are
not the first against Cameroon, which
has been criticized before for its heavy-
handed crackdown. Last year, more
than 100 people were sentenced to
death by a military court, while three
students were jailed for 10 years for
sharing a joke about Boko Haram by
text message. A Radio France
Internationale reporter also received a
10-year prison term for allegedly sup-
porting the jihadists.

Abuse probe 
The report,  “Cameroon’s Secret

Torture Chambers: Human Rights
Violations and War Crimes in the Fight
Against Boko Haram”, said US and
French troops were at one of the torture
sites. Washington in 2015 sent some 300
soldiers to northern Cameroon to con-
duct intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance operations against Boko
Haram. That includes an unnamed
drone operation over the restive border
region with Nigeria, run from a base in
the northern city of Garoua.

France, the former colonial power in
Cameroon, runs its counter-terrorism
operations against jihadist groups in the
Sahel region from the Chadian capital,
N’Djamena. Amnesty said it had written
to the US and French embassies in
Cameroon to ask about their military’s
presence at the BIR base in Salak, near
the Far North region capital, Maroua.
Tine said Washington and other interna-
tional partners “should investigate the
degree to which their personnel were
aware of illegal detention and torture at
the Salak base”.

They should also establish whether
troops reported it to their superiors and
the Cameroon authorities, he added.
The US ambassador to Yaounde,
Michael S. Hoza, wrote in response that
it  took seriously any allegation of
human rights abuses by Cameroonian
security forces.  Some BIR units in Salak
and elsewhere were not receiving US
assistance “because of credible informa-
tion implicating those units in the com-
mission of (gross violation of human
rights)”, he added. Amnesty said they
had received no immediate response
from the French embassy.—AFP 

Assailant tries to stab Israeli soldiers in West Bank, shot dead

Boko Haram suspects killed, 
tortured in Cameroon custody

KENYA: This file photo shows a Samburu man grazing cattle alongside wildlife in the wilds of the Laikipia county. —AFP

Philippines orders 
arrests as communist 

talks close to collapse

HANOI: In this photograph, a bicycle vendor offering her
merchandise in the streets of Hanoi pedals past a high end
merchandise mall in the center of the city.—AFP
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Germany vows to 

overhaul Turkey ties

as row escalates

BERLIN: Germany yesterday vowed stinging measures
impacting tourism and investment in Turkey and a full
“overhaul” of their troubled relations, signaling its
patience has snapped after Ankara’s arrests of human
rights activists. 

The foreign ministry stepped up its travel adviso-
ry for the NATO ally, warning it could no longer
guarantee its citizens’ safety amid “arbitrary” mass
arrests, a step set to impact Turkey’s crucial tourism
sector. Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel, a day after
summoning Turkey’s ambassador, returned from
holidays to Berlin to deliver his unusually strong
comments towards President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Relations between Turkey and Germany, home to
three million ethnic Turks, have been badly strained,
particularly since the failed coup attempt a year ago
against Erdogan. Gabriel said Germany would review
state guarantees for foreign investment in Turkey and
urge businesses against putting their money there,
and also review its support for EU financial flows to the
long-time aspirant to membership of the bloc. A Social
Democrat, Gabriel made clear he was speaking for the
coalition government led by conservative Chancellor
Angela Merkel and that she had cleared the tough
statement before.

He recalled that Turkey, having long seen itself as
“a member of the European family”, had leveled Nazi
jibes at Germany, and accused Erdogan of worsening
a crisis that Berlin had repeatedly sought to ease
through dialogue. He accused Erdogan of trying to
muzzle “every critical voice” with mass arrests in
sweeping crackdowns since the failed coup against
him just over a year ago. Gabriel  stressed that
Germany still wanted to rebuild relations with its
long-time ally, while urging Erdogan’s government
“to return to European values”. —AFP 

ROME: The ringleader of a gang who’s
criminal tentacles reached into almost
every department of Rome’s City Hall was
sentenced to 20 years in prison by an
Italian court yesterday. Massimo
Carminati, 59, a convicted gangster with
a history of involvement with violent far-
right groups, had been accused along
with 45 others of operating a “mafia-
style” network that used extortion, fraud
and theft to divert millions of euros des-
tined for public services into their own
pockets. His right-hand man and fellow
defendant Salvatore Buzzi, 61, was hand-
ed a 19-year jail term by the court at the
capital city’s Rebibbia jail. 

The scandal, which led to a 20-month
trial in the high-security prison, had been
dubbed “Mafia Capitale” by the media. But
judge Rosanna Ianniello said Carminati
and Buzzi were guilty of corruption but
not of mafia association. “The sentence is
stiff, but the whole trial revolved around
the question:  ‘Was it mafia or not?’,”
Carminati’s lawyer Ippolita Naso said.
“‘Mafia Capitale does not exist,” she said.
Of the 46 people on trial, five were acquit-
ted, including two men accused by prose-
cutors of being the link between the crimi-
nal band and the powerful ‘Ndrangheta
mafia in Calabria in southern Italy.

Deep wound
Carminati and Buzzi were already

behind bars in prisons in Parma and
Tolmezzo where they were kept under
the notoriously harsh 41-bis regime,

aimed at cutting mafia inmates off com-
pletely from their former criminal associ-
ates. “The 41-bis will have to be repealed.
But who will give Carminati back the 22
months spent under it?” lawyer Giosue
Bruno Naso said. Carminati and Buzzi
watched the verdict by video conference,
Carminati standing to hear his sentence
while Buzzi sat and took notes.

One-eyed Carminati was given a 10-
year prison term in 1998 for membership
of the Banda della Magliana, a criminal
crew which ruled Rome’s underworld in
the 1970s and 1980s. Carminati’s brother

Sergio told media at the court that the trial
was “ridiculous. Massimo is still paying for
the 1980s”. In 1983, Buzzi received a 30-
year prison sentence for the murder of an
accomplice in a forged cheques racket. He
served only six years after pursuing his
education and successfully portraying
himself as a reformed character.

The Rome scandal had been a major fac-
tor in leaving the city so cash-strapped it
can barely afford to repair its buses when
they break down, fill potholes in its streets
or prevent trees from falling over for lack of
upkeep. — AFP

Gangster head of ‘Mafia 

Capitale’ sentenced to 20 years

ROME: This file photo shows prosecutor Giuseppe Cascini, left, speaking next to
Buno Giosue Naso (center), the lawyer of Massimo Carminati (right), at Rome’s
tribunal, on the opening day of the Mafia Capitale trial, a case related to the
alleged infiltration of City Hall by a mafia network. — AFP
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BRUSSELS: The EU’s Brexit negotiator
called on Britain yesterday to give more
clarity on key issues including its exit bill
and the rights of citizens after the sec-
ond round of talks wrapped up in
Brussels. Michel Barnier said “fundamen-
tal” differences had emerged during this
week’s negotiations with British counter-
part David Davis. “We require this clarifi-
cation on the financial settlement, citi-
zens rights and on Ireland,” Barnier, a for-
mer French foreign minister and
European Commissioner, told a joint
press conference with Davis.

Davis said the talks had been “robust
but constructive” but that there was “a
lot left to talk about.” “A solution will
require flexibility from both sides,” he
added. The Brexit talks are the second
round since negotiations formally began
in June, a year after Britain’s historic ref-
erendum vote to leave the 28-member
European Union.

The negotiations are dealing with
issues around Britain’s divorce-Britain’s
exit bill, the rights of EU citizens living in
Britain, and the Northern Ireland border-
with talks on a future trade deal only set
to start if leaders decide in October there
has been “sufficient progress”. The EU
wants an outline deal agreed by October
2018, so that the European and British
parliaments can approve it in time for
Brexit day, which is scheduled for the
end of March 2019.

Barnier warned there was a “funda-
mental divergence” with Britain on

whether the EU’s top court would keep
jurisdiction over the rights of three mil-
lion European citizens living in Britain
after the UK leaves the bloc. Barnier also
urged Britain to set out its position on
the amount that Brussels says it must
pay before leaving, to settle its obliga-
tions under the EU budget.

The EU estimates that Britain owes a

net amount of 100 billion euros, a sum
London has dismissed as “extortionate”.
“Clarification of the United Kingdom’s
position is essential” on the bill, Barnier
said. “We want an orderly exit, and an
orderly exit requires Britain to settle its
accounts.”

Scallops and lamb    
Davis was due to host Barnier later

yesterday at the British ambassador’s
residence in Brussels to discuss the
progress of the negotiations over a meal
of Scottish scallops followed by lamb, a
British official said. The lunch will be the
two negotiators’ first discussion on what
is officially British soil after all their previ-
ous talks took place at the headquarters
of the European Commission, the EU’s
executive arm.  Davis himself has only
been in Brussels on Monday and
Thursday, with a team of 98 British nego-
tiators looking after most of the talks in
the interim on his behalf. Despite the
EU’s call for more clarity, sources close to
the negotiations said Britain would not
agree on any figure for the divorce bill
until the very end of the talks. The dis-
agreement over the European Court of
Justice promises to come up throughout
the negotiations, the sources added. On
the border between Ireland and the
British province of Northern Ireland,
there has been “goodwill” over maintain-
ing the Good Friday peace agreement
and on keeping the common travel area
on the island, sources said.

But agreement on how to prevent a
“hard border” for the movement of
goods and people in Ireland will have to
wait until later, they said. British officials
meanwhile rejected “ludicrous” reports
that it had come into the talks underpre-
pared, following a photograph of an
empty-handed Davis on Monday across
the table from Barnier, who had a stack
of papers.—AFP 

EU’s Barnier urges 

clarity in Brexit talks

Davis: ‘Solution requires flexibility from both sides

BRUSSELS: The EU chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier, right, and British
Secretary of State David Davis address the media after a week of negotiations
at EU headquarters in Brussels, yesterday. — AP

ISTRES: French President Emmanuel Macron, center,
meets with troops during a visit at an air force base (BA
125) in Istres, France yesterday. — AFP

French President seeks

to repair damage

after army chief quits

ISTRES, France: French President Emmanuel Macron was to
address troops at an air base yesterday as he sought to repair
the damage following the resignation of a highly-regarded
military chief who challenged the government’s budget cuts.
Macron flew to the base in Istres, southern France, a day after
General Pierre de Villiers quit in the wake of a row over the
government’s plans to slash 850 million euros from his budget.
De Villiers stepped aside after being publicly slapped down by
Macron in front of the troops for telling a parliamentary com-
mittee he would not allow the armed forces to be “screwed”.

The 39-year-old president’s handling of the dispute with
the 60-year-old general was widely criticized by his oppo-
nents and the press as heavy-handed. Macron, who last week
told the armed forces “I am your boss”, stood his ground after
de Villiers’ departure, saying “it is not the job of the head of
the armed forces” to question the budget. The president also
stood by his pledge to raise the defense budget again in 2018,
saying: “I’m behind our troops.”

In a sign of his popularity with the rank and file, staff at the
defense ministry gave de Villiers a rousing sendoff as he left
for the last time on Wednesday, forming a guard of honor
amid rapturous applause. The video of his departure was
posted on the official Twitter account of the chiefs of staff
with the message: “Thank you”. In his resignation statement,
the general said he had no choice but to step aside in the face
of the planned cuts.

“I no longer feel able to ensure the sustainability of the
model of the armed forces that I think is necessary to guaran-
tee the protection of France and the French people,” he said.
General Francois Lecointre, a 55-year-old hero of the wars in
the Balkans, was named as de Villiers’s replacement. He
accompanied Macron to the airbase yesterday.

Shot self in foot   
The French press held Macron chiefly responsible for the

dispute, which many commentators saw as the first misstep of
his two-month-old presidency. The conservative Le Figaro dai-
ly accused the president of “shooting himself in the foot” in
behaving “like a little departmental head who is obliged to
remind everyone who’s boss”. The leftist Liberation newspa-
per said Macron’s “little authoritarian fit” could be a sign he
was drunk on power and said he was time for the youthful
leader “to grow up a bit”. Macron’s defense cuts-part of a 4.5-
billion-euro reduction in spending aimed at reducing France’s
budget deficit-were viewed by the military as a betrayal after
his strong show of support for the armed forces during his
first weeks in office.

Action man 
Macron’s first foreign trip was to Mali, where he meet

French troops engaged in counter-terrorism operations.
Earlier this month, he was photographed being winched
action man-style onto a nuclear submarine from a helicopter.
The president’s office said he would use the speech at the air
base to “reiterate his support for the armed forces, reminding
them of his campaign pledge to increase the defense budget
as well as his ambitious plans for them in a difficult interna-
tional environment”. Seen as one of the finest officers of his
generation, de Villiers’s departure triggered howls of indigna-
tion from the opposition. — AFP

KIEV: Journalists gathered in Kiev yesterday to demand results
from a stalled investigation into the car bomb killing of promi-
nent independent reporter Pavel Sheremet one year after his
death. Some five hundred friends, former colleagues and
activists began a procession at the site in the centre of the
Ukrainian capital where Sheremet’s car was blown apart by a
remotely controlled device as he sat at the wheel. 

The murder of 44-year-old Sheremet-a native of Belarus
who was critical of both Ukraine’s pro-Western authorities and
Russia-sent shockwaves through the tight-knit media commu-
nity in crisis-hit Ukraine. “Afterwards, many journalists in
Ukraine didn’t feel they were safe,” Mustafa Nayem, a former
colleague and current ruling party MP, said. “We are very dis-
appointed that we don’t have answers to many questions:
Who did it? Who ordered it? How did it happen? And, why was
Pavel killed?”

The chief editor of the Ukrainska Pravda news site where
Sheremet worked, Sevgil Musayeva, slammed the official
investigation into his murder as “absolutely woeful.”  Little
progress and no arrests have been made by the probe despite
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko insisting it was a “matter
of honour” to find those responsible. Investigators in Kiev
have suggested that Moscow could have had a hand in the

killing-one of several high-profile assassinations in Kiev recent-
ly-but have provided no firm evidence to back up their claims.

Call for independent probe    
A documentary from the Organized Crime and

Corruption Reporting Project released in May alleged
Sheremet was under surveillance by Ukrainian intelligence
agents around the time of his death and that they may have
seen the bomb being planted. “Authorities say Russia is the
prime suspect, but the lack of progress in the case, coupled
with evidence pointing to possible Ukrainian involvement,
weaken Kiev’s credibility and suggest the need for an inde-
pendent probe,” the Committee to Protect Journalists said
in a report this month. 

Sheremet began his career in his homeland Belarus, where
he founded the popular Belarussky Partizan opposition web-
site before being expelled by the country’s authoritarian gov-
ernment. He moved to Ukraine after quitting working for
Russian state TV in 2014 over his critical views of Moscow’s
meddling in Ukraine. Sheremet wrote opinion pieces and con-
ducted interviews with top officials in which he demanded
answers for the slow pace of Kiev’s efforts to stamp out
embedded corruption and achieve sustainable growth. — AFP

Colleagues demand answers a 

year after Kiev journalist slaying
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CARACAS: A 24-hour nationwide strike in
Venezuela yesterday is set to increase pres-
sure on beleaguered President Nicolas
Maduro, whose policies have put him on a
collision course with the United States. The
opposition called the stoppage after hold-
ing an unofficial plebiscite last weekend in
which a third of Venezuela’s voters cast bal-
lots rejecting Maduro and his policies. Chief
among them is the president’s plan to hold
an election July 30 to choose a 545-member
citizens’ body, called a Constituent
Assembly, to rewrite the constitution.

US President Donald Trump has threat-
ened “swift economic actions” against
Venezuela if that election happens. The
European Union, the United Nations, the
Organization of American States and the
Catholic Church have all condemned
Maduro’s plan. They fear the move-seen by

the opposition and Trump as a bid for dicta-
torship-will irretrievably worsen the political
crisis in Venezuela, and risk adding to a
death toll that currently stands at 97 since
anti-Maduro street protests turned violent
in April.

Final offensive
But Maduro has vowed to forge on “now

more than ever” after Trump’s threat, and to
punish “conspirators” who try to stop him.
His labor minister, Nestor Ovalles, warned
that companies in Venezuela that joined the
strike yesterday would be “sanctioned.” And
the military reaffirmed its loyalty to Maduro
by saying it would protect the polling. The
opposition, which controls the National
Assembly, sees the strike as the launch of a
“final offensive” including civil disobedience
and further protests designed to force

Maduro out of office through early elections.
Previous efforts to bring about a recall

referendum against Maduro were stymied
by electoral authorities and judges who
have systematically sided with the presi-
dent. With efforts at negotiations between
both sides also exhausted, the stalemate
risks worsening the deteriorating situation
ordinary Venezuelans are enduring. Their
oil-rich nation is staggering under a lack of
food and medicine, triple-digit inflation, ris-
ing crime and dire currency controls that
enrich a few at the expense of the many.

Maduro has blamed the crisis on low
global oil prices and an economic “war”
waged on him by the United States and the
right-wing opposition. 

But the opposition says the crisis is
due to government mismanagement,
including national izat ions and state

appropriations of firms, and generally
inept policies by Maduro and his late
predecessor Hugo Chavez.

US sanctions ‘effective’? 
It’s not clear what “actions” Trump is

considering against Venezuela, but oil could
be a key pressure point. Around a third of
Venezuela’s crude production is exported to
the US market. “All options are on the
table,” a senior White House official said
Tuesday. But Geoff Thale, with the
Washington Office on Latin America
(WOLA) lobbying group, told AFP he was
“very skeptical that unilateral US sanctions
(would be) effective.” “They are more likely
to make the government feel they have no
option but to resist, and they offer the gov-
ernment a nationalist rallying cry against
the US,” he said. — AFP 

Venezuela strike tests Maduro as pressure builds

What Trump can still 

do to salvage 2017, 

and win in 2020

WASHINGTON: Thursday marks six months in power for US presi-
dent Donald Trump. Fellow Republicans hope to turn the page
on a relatively fruitless debut and lift a trophy with tax reform
before his first year is out. Since January 20 the president has
rolled back 14 regulations set by his, predecessor Barack Obama,
notably on environmental and industry rules. He also claimed a
critical victory with the Senate’s confirmation of conservative
judge Neil Gorsuch onto the US Supreme Court, and has signed
numerous executive orders.

“What we’ve done over a short period of time, and what we’re
going to be doing over the next six months, will be incredible,”
the billionaire businessman-turned-politician said Monday. But a
grand legislative accomplishment has eluded him, including his
long-pledged repeal of the health care reforms that was Obama’s
signature domestic achievement-and which have divided
Republicans. Despite intense pressure from the president, includ-
ing a White House meeting with Senate Republicans Wednesday,
lawmakers appear eager to move on.

“Last time I looked, Congress goes on for two years,” observed
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, sounding intent on not
getting bogged down on health care beyond the upcoming sum-
mer break. “We’ll be moving onto comprehensive tax reform and
to infrastructure,” he added. “There’s much work left to be done.”
House Speaker Paul Ryan echoed the roll-up-our-sleeves senti-
ment. “Welfare reform and tax reform are the two big things
we’ve got to do to complete our year for our fall agenda, and
infrastructure,” he said on radio’s Mike Gallagher Show
Wednesday. “So we’re rocking and rolling here. But yes, America
is tuning on TV and they see Russia this and they see countdown
this and Trump tweeted that,” he added. “We’re not letting that
stuff distract us.”

Trump unveiled the outline of historic tax cuts in April, shortly
before the 100-day mark of his presidency. The proposal seeks to
slash the corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 15 percent,
although the figures are not set in stone. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Sen. John McCain, the
2008 Republican presidential nominee,
Vietnam prisoner of war and political mav-
erick in Congress for more than three
decades, has been diagnosed with an
aggressive type of brain tumor. The 80-
year-old Arizona lawmaker has glioblas-
toma, according to doctors at the Mayo
Clinic in Phoenix, where McCain had a
blood clot removed from above his left
eye last Friday. He and his family are con-
sidering further treatment, including
chemotherapy and radiation.

“Subsequent tissue pathology revealed
that a primary brain tumor known as a
glioblastoma was associated with the
blood clot,” his office said in a statement
late Wednesday. According to the
American Brain Tumor Association, more
than 12,000 people a year are diagnosed
with glioblastoma, the same type of tumor
that struck McCain’s close Democratic col-
league in legislative battles, the late Ted
Kennedy of Massachusetts. The American
Cancer Society puts the five-year survival
rate for patients over 55 at about 4 percent.

The senator and chairman of the
Armed Services Committee had been
recovering at his Arizona home. His
absence forced Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., to delay action on health
care legislation. South Carolina Sen.
Lindsey Graham said he spoke to McCain
Wednesday evening and that McCain said:
“Yeah, I’m going to have to stay here a lit-
tle bit longer, take some treatments. I’ll be
back.” In a statement on Twitter,  his
daughter, Meghan McCain, spoke of the
shock of the news and the anxiety over
what happens next. 

“My love for my father is boundless and
like any daughter I cannot and do not wish
to be in a world without him. I have faith
that those days remain far away,” she said.
As word spread of his diagnosis, presi-
dents past and present along with
McCain’s current and former Senate col-
leagues offered support in an outpouring
rarely seen in Washington. “Senator John
McCain has always been a fighter. Melania
and I send our thoughts and prayers to
Senator McCain, Cindy, and their entire
family. Get well soon,” President Donald
Trump said.

Barack Obama, who dashed McCain’s
dreams of the presidency, said in a tweet:
“John McCain is an American hero & one

of the bravest fighters I’ve ever known.
Cancer doesn’t know what it’s up against.
Give it hell, John.” McCain has a lifetime of
near-death experiences - surviving the
July 1967 fire and explosion on the USS
Forrestal that killed 134 sailors; flying into
power lines in Spain; the October 1967
shoot-down of his Navy aircraft and fall
into Truc Bach Lake in Hanoi; and 5 1/2
years in a North Vietnamese prison.

Trademark verve 
“The Hanoi Hilton couldn’t break John

McCain’s spirit many years ago, so Barbara
and I know - with confidence - he and his
family will meet this latest battle in his sin-
gular life of service with courage and
determination,” said former President
George H.W. Bush. Politics aside, McCain
and Bill Clinton developed a strong friend-
ship, and the former president said: “As
he’s shown his entire life, don’t bet against
John McCain. Best wishes to him for a
swift recovery.” The junior senator from
Arizona, Republican Jeff Flake, said yester-
day that McCain told him about his tumor
only at the end of a telephone conversa-
tion, saying he was “feeling fine, but I
might have some chemotherapy in my
future.” Flake said on ABC’s “Good
Morning America” that his colleague is
“optimistic, obviously. He’s John McCain.

That’s what we’d expect.”
In the past, McCain had been treated

for melanoma, but a primary tumor is
unrelated. Doctors said McCain is recover-
ing from his surgery “amazingly well” and
his underlying health is excellent. With his
irascible grin and fighter-pilot moxie,
McCain was elected to the Senate from
Arizona six times, most recently last year,
but twice thwarted in seeking the presi-
dency. An upstart presidential bid in 2000
didn’t last long. Eight years later, he
fought back from the brink of defeat to
win the GOP nomination, only to be over-
powered by Obama. McCain chose a little-
known Alaska governor as his running
mate in that race, and helped turn Sarah
Palin into a national political figure.

After losing to Obama in an electoral
landslide, McCain returned to the Senate,
determined not to be defined by a failed
presidential campaign. And when
Republicans took control of the Senate in
2015, McCain embraced his new job as
chairman of the powerful Armed Services
Committee, eager to play a big role “in
defeating the forces of radical Islam that
want to destroy America.” 

Throughout his long tenure in
Congress, McCain has played his role with
trademark verve, at one hearing dismiss-
ing a protester by calling out, “Get out of
here, you low-life scum.”

He tangled with McConnell over cam-
paign finance, joined forces with
Democrats on immigration and most
recently had a very public spat with Sen.
Rand Paul. McCain said the Kentucky
Republican was working for Russian
President Vladimir Putin after he blocked a
vote on allowing Montenegro into NATO.
Paul said McCain had gotten “unhinged.”
Early in the 2016 campaign, McCain large-
ly held his tongue when Trump ques-
tioned his status as a war hero by saying:
“He was a war hero because he was cap-
tured. I like people who weren’t captured.”

McCain stuck by Trump at times seem-
ingly through gritted teeth - until the
release a month before the election of a
lewd audio in which Trump said he could
kiss and grab women. Declaring that the
breaking point, McCain withdrew his sup-
port. In an interview with The Associated
Press in 2013, McCain spoke of his
decades in Congress, legislative achieve-
ments and political defeats. — AP

Sen John McCain diagnosed with 

brain tumor after clot is removed

WASHINGTON: This file photo shows
Senator John McCain (R-AZ) during a
Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee
hearing on the nomination for
General John Kelly, USMC (Ret.) to
be Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security, on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC. — AFP

NEW JERSEY: This file photo shows US President Donald
Trump as he arrives at the 72nd US Women’s Open Golf
Championship at Trump National Golf Course in
Bedminster, New Jersey. — AFP
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ISLAMABAD: A Pakistan app-based
taxi service has launched an unusual
add on, offering passengers the chance
to share their ride with a marriage
matchmaker. Users in Pakistan woke on
Wednesday to an unexpected notifica-
tion from Careem-an Uber-like taxi hail-
ing app popular in Muslim countries:
Have a ‘rishta aunty’ accompany you
during your ride. 

Rishta aunties, as marriage match-
makers are known in South Asia, keep
detailed records of eligible men and
women-from education level and

salary, to height, weight and even skin
tone-and will set you up with your
future spouse, for a fee.

Usually portrayed in popular cul-
ture as bespectacled women with a
clipboard of names and an ancient
Nokia mobile, the aunties have had an
update thanks to Careem. The “rishta”
service-which has only been rolled out
for two days in two cities in Pakistan-
quickly had the country’s  vocal
Twitterati on overdrive. “Careem is the
halal Tinder now, except that there’s a
rishta aunty who’ll do the swiping for

you,”  joked Twitter user
CrazeeGentleman. But many were
speculating that it was just a market-
ing ploy by the taxi app service.

“Driving with rishta aunty a success
for @CareemPAK already, it’s 11.33 AM
and half the marketers in my list are
talking about it,” wrote Amnaa Tariq
on Twitter. 

Careem Pakistan was quick defend
the move as a legit imate service.
“We’d noticed that rishtas are a popu-
lar topic of discussion among our
more senior users. So we’ve launched

this  service in order to help the
younger people find a right match,”
said Careem Pakistan’s head of public
affairs Sibtain Naqvi, according to
local media. “During the ride people
can tell the aunty their preferences and
the Aunty will later get in touch with
them with a suitable rishta (relation-
ship),” Naqvi added. It’s not the first
time that the taxi app has sought to
diversify. In January the firm rolled out
“Careem Doctor”, offering to bring a
medical professional to your
doorstep.—AFP 

Pakistani taxi app offers ride with a marriage matchmaker

NEW DELHI: Ram Nath Kovind was
elected India’s new president yesterday,
the second time since independence a
head of state has been chosen from the
bottom of the Hindu caste system.
Kovind won the largely ceremonial posi-
tion with more than 65 percent of the

vote by members of India’s parliament
and state assemblies, the election com-
mission said. The 71-year-old former
lawyer and state governor from the mar-
ginalized Dalit community was nominat-
ed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
ruling party for post.

The opposition Congress Party also
put forward a Dalit candidate, a former
parliamentary speaker Meira Kumar. But
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party assembled
enough electoral college votes to push
through its candidate and the outcome
was expected. “Congratulations to Shri
Ram Nath Kovind Ji on being elected the
President of India! Best wishes for a fruit-
ful and inspiring tenure,” Modi wrote on
Twitter. Analysts said the election of
Kovind would help Modi tighten his grip
on power and accrue political capital by
sending an important message to the
Dalits, a long-disdained electoral group
once known as “untouchables”.

Dalits, who number around 200 mil-
lion in the nation of 1.3 billion, are
among India’s poorest communities and
relegated to the margins of society.
Despite legal protection, discrimination
is rife and Dalits are routinely denied
access to education and other advance-
ment opportunities. 

Modi had hailed the rise of Kovind,
the son of a farmer and former Supreme
Court lawyer, from “a humble back-
ground”. India’s prime minister wields
executive power, but the president can
send back some parliamentary bills for
reconsideration and also plays a guid-
ing role in the process of forming gov-
ernments.—AFP

SHIMLA: A man accused of the gang rape and murder of a
girl in northern India has been killed in police custody, an
official said yesterday, sparking angry riots in the usually
tranquil Himalayan region. Hundreds of protesters furious
over the police handling of the case chanted “we want jus-
tice” in the popular tourist hill resort of Shimla, with busi-
nesses remaining closed in some parts of Himachal
Pradesh state. 

There have been vigils and strikes across the region
since the 16-year-old victim was found naked and mutilat-
ed in a forest, with many accusing police of bungling the
investigation. Tensions escalated further after a suspect
held for the gruesome crime was killed in his cell by anoth-
er inmate during a scuffle. Nepalese national Suraj Singh,
struck his head against the wall “and was taken to hospital
where he was declared dead,” said Z.H. Zaidi, the police
inspector general.

News of his death triggered fury, with rioters torching a
police station and vehicles. The brutality of the crime
shocked residents in Himachal Pradesh, a Himalayan state
with some of India’s lowest rates of sexual violence, and
prompted calls for a swift investigation. An autopsy con-
firmed the girl was gang raped and strangled. She sus-
tained severe injuries in the assault, including a broken leg.
Six men were arrested but those calling for swift justice
accused police of bungling the case, saying the main cul-
prits were still at large.

“The main accused is roaming free. How can anyone die
in police custody?” one protester in Shimla told Indian
broadcaster NDTV yesterday. India has a gruesome record
on rape. Nearly 40,000 rape cases are reported every year
but the real number is thought to be much higher, with
victims wary of how their complaints will be handled.
Nearly 2,200 rapes were registered in 2015 in the Indian
capital New Delhi, an average of six per day. Himachal
Pradesh recorded 244 rapes that same year, among the
lowest rates in India.—AFP 

SHIMLA: At least 28 people were
ki l led yesterday af ter  a  bus
plunged into a deep gorge in a
Himalayan region of northern India
popular with tourists, police said.
The accident occurred around 100
kilometers from the hill resort of
Shimla in Himachal Pradesh state,
sa id  pol ice  super intendent
Soumiya Sambasivan. “28 people
have died and seven are injured.
All the bodies have been identi-
fied,” she said. The bus was taking
around 40 people from Kinnaur
dist r ict  towards  Solan when i t
rolled roughly 200 meters down a
gorge to the banks of a river.

Images from the scene showed
emergency workers conducting a
rescue operation with the help of
local volunteers. Last week, 16 pil-
grims died in a bus crash in neigh-

boring Jammu and Kashmir state,
while in April 44 people were killed in
Himachal Pradesh in a similar acci-
dent. India has some of the world’s

highest traffic fatalities with more
than 150,000 deaths annually due to
poor roads, badly maintained vehi-
cles and reckless driving. —AFP

India gets new president from 
bottom of Hindu caste system
Kovind would help Modi tighten his grip on power

NEW DELHI: In this file photo, Ram Nath Kovind, center, waves to media upon
arrival at the airport in New Delhi, India.—AP

Bus crash kills 28 in northern India

SHIMLA, India: The wreckage of a bus lies in a gorge following an accident
near the Indian town of Rampur yesterday.—AFP

Riots, strikes as India rape 
accused killed in custody

SHIMLA, India: Demonstrators march along a street during
a Shimla Nagrik Sabha rally against the rape and murder of
a teenage girl, in Kotkhai, Shimla district, in the northern
Indian state of Himachal Pradeshon, yesterday. —AFP
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BEIJING: A sudden leadership change in one of China’s
biggest cities has highlighted President Xi Jinping’s ambi-
tion to consolidate his grip on power at an upcoming
major political gathering, analysts say. Former Xi aide
Chen Miner was named Communist Party chief in
Chongqing last weekend, abruptly replacing a politician
who was once widely regarded as a contender for promo-
tion to China’s top political body. The shake-up in the
southwestern megalopolis may signal that Xi is maneu-
vering to stack the national leadership with his supporters
at the Communist Party congress later this year.

During the meeting, Xi is widely expected to secure a
second five year term, but what is less clear is who will
depart or ascend to the Politburo standing committee,
the group of seven politicians who run the world’s second
largest economy. Chen replaced Sun Zhengcai, a member
of the 25-person Politburo who was once a favorite for
promotion to the standing committee. Chongqing, with a
population exceeding 30 million, is best known to China
watchers as the stronghold of Bo Xilai, the outspoken for-
mer official who became one of the highest-profile targets
of Xi’s anti-corruption campaign.

Bo, who is now serving a life sentence, was rumored to
be part of a network plotting to stop Xi from assuming con-
trol of the party in 2012, and Sun was charged with erasing
his influence on the city. In February, party discipline inspec-
tors publicly rebuked Sun for failing to get the job done,
leaving his future in question. The city must “resolutely
remove the bad impact” of Bo’s case, Chen told city officials
shortly after the announcement of his promotion, according
to the Chongqing Daily. While no reason was given for the
leadership switch, the South China Morning Post reported
that Sun was under investigation by the Communist Party.
The failure to “purge Bo’s poison” was likely a factor in the
decision to replace Sun, said Hu Xingdou, an expert on
China’s governance at the Beijing Institute of Technology.
But “his removal from office is probably because he directly
or indirectly affected Xi Jinping’s personnel plans for the
19th Party Congress,” he said.

The dominant voice   
Chen first worked with Xi in 2002, when the president

became party chief of eastern Zhejiang province. In late
2012, the former propaganda chief’s career kicked into
overdrive following Xi’s ascension to the head of the
Communist Party. Chen became governor of southwest
Guizhou province in 2013, adding the title of party secre-
tary in 2015. “He’s an important member of Xi’s ‘New
Zhejiang Army’,” Hu said, referring to the group of allies
who worked with the president when he was the
province’s party chief.

“He is a person who Xi Jinping very much trusts and
relies on.” Chen’s promotion has “smashed” expectations
that Sun would be promoted to the politburo standing
committee during the Party Congress this fall, said Chen
Daoyin, an associate professor at Shanghai University of
Political Science and Law. The promotion, he said, was part
of a campaign by Xi to dismantle the system of political
succession established by his direct predecessor Hu Jintao
and former premier Wen Jiabao, who have maintained
considerable influence even in retirement. —AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s stand in its border
dispute with China is supported by oth-
er countries, Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj said yesterday as she praised tiny
Bhutan for standing up to China in the
row. Swaraj reaffirmed that India’s secu-
rity could be jeopardized if China takes
over the zone where the frontiers of
India, China and Bhutan meet. The
standoff started more than a month ago
after Chinese troops started building a
road on the remote plateau, which is
disputed by China and Bhutan. Indian
troops moved in to the flashpoint zone
to halt the work.

“All the countries understand that
India’s stand is not wrong. Justice is on
our side, this is being accepted by all
other countries,” the minister told the
upper house of the Indian parliament.
China has also declared that it has inter-
national support, with its foreign min-
istry saying on Tuesday that foreign
diplomats were “shocked” by India’s
“illegal trespass”. Swaraj praised Bhutan,
one of the world’s smallest countries, for
taking an “aggressive” stand and not
bowing to its giant neighbor.

Bhutan has said construction of the
road is “a direct violation” of agree-
ments with China. Bhutan and China do
not have diplomatic relations. India,
which fought a war with China in 1962
over a separate part of the disputed
Himalayan border, supports Bhutan’s
claim. “There is a written agreement
signed in 2012 which states that the

issue of trijunction (the border where
the three countries meet) should be
decided by India, China and ... Bhutan,”
Swaraj said. “All this while China has
been building roads... various activities
have been going on. 

This time they brought bulldozers
and excavators and their intention is to
reach the trijunction. “They want to end
the status quo of this trijunction unilat-
erally,” she added. China has said Indian

troops should “unconditionally” with-
draw to the Indian side before talks can
start on the dispute.  Swaraj said China
must also pull back its troops for any
dialogue to happen. 

India and China have vied for influ-
ence in South Asia,  with Beij ing
ploughing large sums into infrastruc-
ture projects in Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh.  Bhutan has remained
closely allied to India.—AFP 

HONG KONG: The annual Hong Kong
book fair has always been a source of polit-
ically sensitive titles banned in China, but
this year fewer were on display as the city
faces growing pressure under an increas-
ingly assertive Beijing. Several publishing
houses were still displaying controversial
books at the harbor front convention cen-
tre as part of a fair that attracts more than
a million visitors over six days. But the
number has shrunk since the disappear-
ance of five city booksellers who worked
for a publisher specializing in salacious
titles about Chinese political leaders.

They vanished almost two years ago
and resurfaced on the mainland, where
one still remains in custody. Since then,
mainstream bookstores in Hong Kong
have removed titles likely to offend
Chinese authorities and smaller producers
have shied away from rocking the boat. It
comes as many fear that Beijing is tighten-
ing its grip on semi-autonomous Hong
Kong and threatening its cherished free-
doms. Greenfield Bookstore has long sold
banned works at the book fair and this
year displayed titles about late Chinese
dissident Liu Xiaobo and former Chinese
leader Mao Zedong.

But a store manager who identified
himself only as Mr Tam estimated the
overall number of politically sensitive
books on sale across the fair was down as
much as 70 percent. “There are less of
these books coming out. Some of the
smaller and independent companies, they
haven’t come back,” he said. Hong Kong
book store owner Paul Tang said that pro-
duction of gossipy books on Chinese lead-
ers has seen a significant decline since the

disappearance of the five booksellers.
Mainland customers who used to travel

over the border to snap them up have also
stayed away, he said.  “A lot of publishers
are self censoring and afraid to produce
more books,” Tang said. Flipping through
a title about late Nobel laureate Liu at the
Greenfield stall, housewife Wincy Chan
said she was disappointed the book fair
did not address the elephant in the room-
Liu’s death last week in Chinese custody.
“They are avoiding the topic with the
theme of travel,” said Chan, in her 50s,
referring to the fair’s focus this year. Chan
said she was worried politically sensitive
books would not be available in the future. 

But some hope a new wave of writers
and satirists will keep the political debate
alive.  At the stall belonging to 100 Most,
a lifestyle magazine also known for its
irreverent take on Hong Kong and
Chinese politics, titles included student
protest leader Joshua Wong’s memoirs
and a book about the 2014 pro-democra-
cy Umbrella Movement. Book-lover
Matthew Mok who was browsing the stall
said taking a lighthearted approach could
be a solution. “You can’t directly talk
about things that the Communist Party
finds sensitive-you need a funny way of
going into the topic to make the books
attractive,” Mok, 17, said.—AFP 

HONG KONG: This file photo shows China’s President
Xi Jinping inspecting People’s Liberation Army sol-
diers at a barracks in Hong Kong.—AFP

Chinese leadership 
shake-up signals 

Xi power play

India says it has international 
backing in border dispute with China
Foreign diplomats shocked by India’s illegal trespass

BEIJING: In this file photo, an Indian national flag is flown next to the Chinese
national emblem during a welcome ceremony for visiting Indian officials out-
side the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.—AP

China’s banned books fade from Hong Kong

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has
detained a prominent Bangladesh
activist, civil groups said yesterday,
describing the government action as
“harassment” against human rights
defenders. Adilur Rahman Khan, secre-
tary of  the rights group Odhikar, was
detained after arriving at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport early yes-
terday, activists said. He was due to
speak at a two-day conference organ-
ized by the Anti-Death Penalty Asia
Network. Rights group Voice of the
Malaysian People (Suaram) said Khan
was being kept incommunicado at the
airport’s immigration lock-up and
appealed for his  release.

“Suaram calls for his immediate
release and demand that the immigra-
tion department stop its persistent
harassment against human rights

defenders visiting Malaysia,” it said in a
statement. Immigration authorities
could not be reached for comment.
Malaysia often denies foreign pro-
democracy activists entry into the
country without giving explanation.
The Asian Human Rights Commission
urged the international human rights
community “to immediately intervene
in this case, and secure Khan’s release
from arbitrary detention”.

The commission said it was worried
that the detention of Khan, his coun-
try’s former deputy attorney general,
“is the result of collusion between gov-
ernments in Bangladesh and Malaysia”.
In the past, Khan’s group has been crit-
ical of human rights violations alleged-
ly committed by Bangladeshi security
forces, including torture and extra judi-
cial killings. —AFP

Malaysia detains Bangladeshi activist
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SYDNEY: The painstaking search for
missing flight MH370 has uncovered a
previously unknown undersea world of
volcanoes, deep valleys and soaring
ridges, according to detailed maps
released by Australia. Although no trace
of the Malaysia Airlines plane was found
during the search in the southern Indian
Ocean-the most expensive ever of its
kind-large volumes of data showing a
detailed picture of the sea floor had to
be collected to guide the probe.
Scientists are hopeful the new maps will
give their community greater insight
into oceans.

“It is estimated that only 10 to 15 per-
cent of the world’s oceans have been
surveyed with the kind of technology
used in the search for MH370,”
Geoscience Australia’s environmental
geoscience chief Stuart Minchin said late
Wednesday. “(That makes) this remote
part of the Indian Ocean among the
most thoroughly mapped regions of the
deep ocean on the planet. “So this data
is unique both because of the remote
location of the search area, and because
of the sheer scale of the area surveyed.”

Minchin said the maps would also be
useful for future scientific research, such

as oceanographic and habitat modeling.
Australia, Malaysia and China suspended
the deep sea hunt in January, almost
three years after the Boeing 777 disap-
peared with 239 people on board. The
hunt-based on satellite analysis of the
jet’s likely trajectory after it diverted
from its flight path-covered a 120,000
square-kilometer designated zone, an
area slightly smaller than England. Two
shipwrecks were discovered during the
search but no trace of the plane, deep-
ening one the most enduring mysteries
of the aviation age.

However, the data revealed ridges six
kilometers wide and 15 kilometers long
that rise 1,500 meters above the sea
floor, as well as fault valleys 1,200 meters
deep and five kilometers wide. A second
set of data will be released in mid-2018.
While the search for the missing plane
has been called off, Canberra has said it
could be restarted if new evidence about
the specific location of the aircraft
emerges. “We remain hopeful that new
information will come to light and that
at some point in the future the aircraft
will be located,” Australia’s Transport
Minister Darren Chester said.

Australia’s national science body

CSIRO released a report in April confirm-
ing that MH370 was “most likely” north
of the former search zone. Three frag-
ments from the plane have been recov-
ered washed up on western Indian
Ocean shores, including a two-meter

wing part known as a flaperon found on
La Reunion island. Speculation on the
cause of the plane’s disappearance has
focused primarily on possible hijacking,
rogue pilot action or mechanical failure,
but nothing has yet been proved.—AFP 

MH370 search reveals hidden undersea world

BANGKOK: A Thai court charged a dis-
graced former monk yesterday with the
rape of an underage girl, fraud and mon-
ey laundering, after he was extradited
from the United States. Thailand is an
overwhelmingly Buddhist nation with
around 300,000 men in orange robes, but
the clergy are beset by high-profile scan-
dals. Wiraphon Sukphon, 37, was arrested
on arrival at Bangkok’s main airport late
Wednesday from the US where he estab-
lished an unofficial Buddhist teaching
centre after fleeing Thailand in 2013. He
faces a total of five charges, including
raping a minor under 15 years old, which
carries a jail term of up to 20 years.

“The Criminal Court has accepted to
hear the case against Wiraphon,”
Worranan Srilum, a spokesman for the
Department of Special Investigation
(DSI) police unit, said. The monk, who
has denied the charges, was taken to
Bangkok Remand Prison after the hear-
ing. He did not apply for bail, according
to his lawyer. Wiraphon made headlines
in 2013 when footage emerged of him
with two other monks on a private jet
wearing sunglasses and wielding Louis
Vuitton designer bags-earning him the
tabloid moniker the ‘jet-set monk’.

A subsequent probe seized
$770,000 of his assets,  including a
Porsche and a Mercedes Benz car, and
multiple bank accounts. He fathered a
child with the girl he raped. The scan-
dal-mired cleric went by the name
Luang Pu Nen Kham to back-up claims
he was the reincarnation of a famous
miracle-performing monk. His temple
in the rural town of Buriram disrobed
him after the allegations surfaced and
he fled the kingdom. But he continued
to act as a monk,  establishing a
Buddhist centre in California. In May a

US court ordered his extradition after a
request from Thai authorities.

Sex, drugs and murder 
Buddhism is weaved closely into the

social fabric of Thailand. All Thai men are
expected by social convention to spend
some time in orange robes. It is a stint
aimed at bestowing discipline, religious
knowledge and good karma on the
monk and his family. Yet the clergy is
dogged by negative publicity, with
recent extortion, sex, drugs, gambling
and murder scandals involving monks
shocking the Thai public. Buddhist
authorities want to clean-up the image
of the clergy and keep a tighter check
on temple finances. Last week the Thai

junta trailed the idea of “smart ID cards”
for each monk to record any criminal
history and prevent people using
orange robes for personal benefit. The
junta is also engaged in a long-running
feud with the Dhammakaya temple a
rich and powerful Buddhist sect whose
give-to-receive narrative draws the alle-
giance of many wealthy Thai families. In
March this year the junta was left red-
faced after it was forced to call off a
weeks-long hunt for the sect’s former
abbot at the 1,000-acre temple site on
Bangkok’s outskirts. The septuagenarian
abbot, who is accused of embezzling
$33 million, evaded arrest despite a
search of the temple by hundreds of
security forces.—AFP MANILA: The Philippine president flew for the first time yes-

terday to a besieged southern city to cheer troops who have
been trying to quell a nearly two-month uprising by Islamic
State group-linked militants, who he warned were plotting to
attack other cities. Clad in a camouflage uniform, President
Rodrigo Duterte gave a talk to troops and inspected recov-
ered rebel rifles and other weapons in a military camp in
Marawi city that is outside of the battle zone but remains dan-
gerous because of stray bullets. His past attempts to fly to the
lakeside city were aborted because of bad weather.

“The soldiers and police are very happy over his visit
because this proves that the president is very firm, very dedi-
cated in supporting most specially the operations here,” mili-
tary spokesman Lt. Col. Jo-ar Herrera told reporters. Duterte
thanked the troops for their heroism and sacrifices, Herrera
said. Duterte told Congress in a letter this week that even
though troops have regained control of much of Marawi and
killed hundreds of militants, “the rebellion persists and a lot
more remains to be done to completely quell the same.” 

The militants’ leadership, he said, remains largely intact
and has funded diversionary attacks on other southern cities.
The seven-page letter, a copy of which was seen by reporters
Thursday, aims to convince lawmakers to extend Duterte’s 60-
day declaration of martial law in the south until the end of the
year. The statements in the letter appear to differ from his
assurance last week that the Marawi crisis, the most serious he
has faced so far, could end in 10 to 15 days. —AP

AT SEA: This file photo shows crew members looking out the cockpit windows
of a RNZAF P3 Orion during search operations for wreckage and debris of miss-
ing Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370 in the southern Indian Ocean, near the
coast of Western Australia.—AFP

Thai court charges disgraced 
jet-set monk with rape, fraud

‘Smart ID cards’ to record monk criminal history

BANGKOK: This handout taken by the Department of Special Investigation
(DSI) yesterday shows Buddhist monk Wiraphon Sukphon speaking to DSI offi-
cials in Bangkok.—AFP

MARAWI CITY: In this photo provided by the Armed Forces
of the Philippines, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte,
left, clad in a camouflage uniform inspects firearms recov-
ered from Muslim militants during his unannounced visit
to Camp Ranao in Marawi city in southern Philippines.—AP

Duterte flies to besieged 
city, warns of other attacks
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Lebanese singer Ragheb Alama
performs during the 53rd ses-
sion of the International Festival
of Carthage at the Roman
Theatre of Carthage on July 19,
2017 in Tunis. — AFP
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Homecooked meals,
ice cream offer relief
from Syria Raqa fight

On a day off from the Raqa front line, Syrian fighter
Iskandar was busy chopping up chicken and garlic
cloves for a steaming pot of homecooked mulukhiyah

stew.  He stirred the ingredients for the dish into a large pot
perched atop a gas canister, set up in an abandoned home in
Jazra, a western suburb of Raqa. "I used to love going into the
kitchen with my mum so I learned from her. This is the first
meal I'm cooking on the front," the 28-year-old fighter with
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) said excitedly.

He and comrades from the US-backed SDF have been bat-
tling Islamic State group jihadists for control of Raqa, the de
facto capital of IS's Syrian territory since 2014.  The SDF has
spent months encircling the city and finally broke into it in
early June.  After long stretches away from home, Iskandar
and his comrades have grown nostalgic for a traditional
meal.  "We got bored of the food that we get every day. It's
not that we don't like it, but we're sick of eggplant, kebab
and grilled meat," he told AFP. 

Fellow fighters requested an old favorite: mulukhiyah, an
aromatic stew made with bitter green leaves, lemon juice, a
heavy dose of garlic and chicken, and typically served over
white rice. Iskandar got to work, finding dried mulukhiyah
leaves in an abandoned Jazra home and venturing to nearby
shops to buy the other ingredients. "I hope they forgive us. We
picked them so we could eat," said Iskandar of the green leaves. 

Chicken, beans, meat pies 
"If there's any other dish they want, I'm ready: stuffed veg-

etables, oven-roasted chicken, beans," Iskandar said proudly.
He flipped a yellow towel behind his neck to dab at the sweat
gathering on his skin as his colleagues hovered nearby, impa-
tient for the mouthwatering meal. Some were spread out
under the shade of a grapevine while others sat inside, where
a sputtering air conditioning unit provided the only reprieve
from the heat. 

A refrigerator inside was stacked with bottles of water, ice
cubes and a plate of chopped cucumbers that Iskandar would
toss into some refreshing yoghurt. Typically, meals for fighters
on the western front are prepared in the village of Hawi Al-
Hawa, less than two kilometers (one mile) from Raqa. The
meals are usually made by a team of chefs the previous day so
that they can be speedily delivered to hungry fighters on the
front lines.

"Every day, we deliver 5,000 lunches and 5,000 dinners," said
Hoghar, a kitchen logistics coordinator wearing fatigues and
eyeglasses.  Outside, SDF members loaded plastic bags filled
with bread loaves and cubed white cheese as rows of massive
pots lay drying in the sun.  "We get requests from the fighters
and we try to fill them as much as we can. They mostly ask for
vegetables and fruit," Hoghar said. Recently, fighters have been
saying they crave meat pies, which the chefs plan to prepare in
Kobane-a three-hour drive away-because there are no bakeries
in Hawi Al-Hawa, Hoghar said.  "We'll transport them in refriger-
ated trucks, then we'll distribute them from here." 

Ice-cold 
Nearby, the SDF has been churning out another key com-

modity: ice. With temperatures rising above 45 degrees Celsius
(112 Fahrenheit) across northern Syria, fighters have been
struggling to stay cool and hydrated. The militia has struck a
deal with the owner of a small ice factory on the outskirts of
Hawi Al-Hawa, allowing them to freeze water there if they pay
for the materials and diesel.  "Our forces are getting exhausted
and they needed something to cool them down," said SDF
fighter Mohiyddin Mohammad, 38, as the machine produced
blocks of ice. 

The blocks are transported to fighters closer to the front,
who say they are indispensable. "The most important thing for
us is to get ice so that the water can stay cold," said 22-year-old
militiaman Matay.  "In this heat, it's not enough to be in the
shade, to shower, or to pour bottles of water on our heads."
Near the factory, fighters were savoring vanilla ice cream dis-
tributed from a truck. During lulls in the fighting, Matay said he
and other fighters in the Arab-Kurdish force rush to a small
creek north of the village for a refreshing dip.  "We go to the riv-
er so we can swim, shower or even wash our clothes and take a
break from this heat."— AFP

Six Syrian actors battled a fraught US visa process to tread the
boards in New York this week, seeking to impress on
American theater goers the human cost of a war raging

halfway round the world. Nothing could be further from the typi-
cal summer entertainment in this city of flamboyant wealth and
consumption, sizzling under a July heat wave and thousands of
miles from the horrors unfolding in Syria.

Yet the US premiere of "While I Was Waiting" won a standing
ovation from New Yorkers moved Wednesday by the realization
that those trapped by the war are ordinary people just like them.
"Anyone in New York is going to understand the characters imme-
diately," said Sam Sacks, a 37-year-old writer who was at the open-
ing night at the annual Lincoln Center Festival. "They seem like
people who could be our neighbors here." The play tells the story
of Taim, a young filmmaker left in a coma after being beaten at a
Damascus checkpoint, and how his mother, sister, girlfriend and
other friends react to his plight.

As the characters grapple with past hurts and brutal realities,
the drama spotlights how their middle-class lives have been
upended by the now six-year conflict that has killed more than
320,000 people. The Arabic-language play, with English subtitles,
seeks to dive behind grisly media headlines about gas attacks,
beheadings, and a repressive regime to show a more human per-
spective.

'All humans' 
A kiss shared on stage, love of music, hiding a joint from a visit-

ing mother and liberated young women may surprise some who
harbor stereotypes about life in a Muslim-majority Arab country.
"It just confirmed that we're all humans and we're in this boat
together. It doesn't seem to have a resolution, I hope it will soon,"
said Henrietta Gwaltney, a New York social worker. The four-night
production brings six actors as well as additional Syrian crew
members to New York. Ultimately, only one technical member of
the group was denied a US visa.

Written by playwright Mohammad Al Attar, the play premiered
in Brussels last year and has already toured Europe and Japan. Its
US run lasts until Saturday. Nanda Mohammad, one of the actress-
es, sees New York as a two-fold experience-showcasing Syrian
artistry in a city with little knowledge of it, and making a political
statement to challenge stereotypes. "I'm not sure if we can make
any change... But at the end I think it's essential to do it," she told
AFP. "You must do good art, or there's no reason to do it, and the
people must enjoy it, even if it's about Syria."

'Don't hope' 
"I'm really amazed by the American people," says Mohammad,

who currently lives in Egypt. "I think they are nicer than I imag-
ined." Festival director Nigel Redden believed the tale would res-
onate with New York theater goers, not least in a city hostile to the
policies of President Donald Trump.

"This year it seemed particularly right to look at current events,"
he said. "We need to see the human side of what is going on in
Syria." The Lincoln Center initiated the visa applications around
the time Trump announced his first travel ban on visa-holders
from Syria and six other Muslim majority countries. Director Omar
Abusaada, who lives in Damascus and visited the United States in
2010, called it "the most hard process for a visa, ever."

But if he worries that US audiences have a distorted impres-
sion of Syria, twisted by a media too focused on President
Bashar al-Assad and the Islamic State extremist group, he wor-
ries even more that Syrians at home are losing hope that art can
make a difference. "They don't hope that much from the world
outside," he told AFP.  "I still really believe that's important, but I
think for the majority of Syrians who are inside Syria, this is not
important anymore." — AFP

Director Omar Abusaada poses for a
portrait after a dress rehearsal for
‘While I  was Waiting’ at Gerald W
Lynch Theater at John Jay College in
New York City. — AFP photos

Actors Hanan Chkir (left) and Mohammad Alrefai (right) perform during a dress
rehearsal for 'While I was Waiting'.

Syrian actors bring cost 
of war home to NY audience

'We need to see the human side of what is going on in Syria'

(From left) Actors Reham Kassar, Mohammad Alrashi,
Mohammad Alrefai and Nanda Mohammad perform during a
dress rehearsal for ‘While I was Waiting’.

Actors Hanan Chkir (left) and Nanda Mohammad (right) per-
form during a dress rehearsal.
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AJapanese traditional wind-chime festival has opened
at a Buddhist temple near Tokyo, just in time for the
official arrival of summer. Japanese wind-chimes,

called "furin," are one of the items most associated with the
hottest season because of their refreshing sound in a coun-
try with oppressively high humidity. The Japanese
Meteorological Agency on Wednesday announced the end

of this year's rainy season in the Tokyo area, officially herald-
ing the start of summer. At Heiken Temple in Kawasaki,
south of Tokyo, some 30,000 wind-chimes collected from
throughout Japan are exhibited and on sale, Ryuei Hara, a
temple monk, told AFP.

"Furin are originally from China, where people used to
hang bells under the eaves as charms to drive away evil," he

said.  "In Japan, wind-chimes have become an item enjoyed
for their sound and to feel cool during summer." Many of
the chimes are made of glass, while others use iron or pot-
tery to produce distinctive high-pitched sounds.  About
300,000 visitors are expected over the five-day festival
through Sunday, Hara said. — AFP

Wind-chime festival: Cooling sounds drive away heat in Japan

You'd be hard pressed to find an item more representative of
Brazil than Havaianas: those brand-name flip-flops adopted
by just about every inhabitant, rich or poor, as well as tourists

seduced by the beach vibe.
Now the footwear find themselves linked with a more somber

aspect of Brazil that has been grabbing headlines recently-corrup-
tion. Last week, to pay off a mega $3.2 billion fine over 25 years for
various graft cases, the Brazilian brothers Joesley et Wesley Batista
started selling off assets they controlled through their J&F group,
whose main business is being the world's biggest meat processor.

J&F had a 54-percent stake in Alpargatas, the parent company
of Havaianas. That was purchased by three holding firms: Itausa,
Cambuhy Investimentos and Brasil Warrant. The Havaianas success
story started in 1962, riding the sudden international popularity of
flip-flops in the post-WWII boom. Inspired by traditional Japanese
rice-straw sandals, the origin of the rubber-soled flip-flops is vari-
ously claimed by Brazil, Australia and New Zealand. But it was
Havaianas that emerged as the most recognizable brand of the toe-
strap footwear. The brand name comes from the Portuguese
spelling of another tropical playground: Hawaii.

'Cool' for all classes 
It was a big marketing push in the 1990s that burnished the

Havaianas name, along with a colorful range of designs. The

Brazilian firm now sells more than 150 different models, from the
basic beach pair for $5, to ones with tropical motifs and a tiny
Brazilian flag for $9, right up to custom Swarovski gem-encrusted
luxury options for more than $60. In a Copacabana shop, Solange
Brascher, a 55-year-old employee in a telecoms company, bought
an average-priced pair for her daughter. "Before, there was an idea
of them being for poor people," she said. "But now all social classes
wear them because they're cool."

Havaianas sells more than 200 million pairs each year, 16 per-
cent of them exported.  For sheer Brazilian-ness, they rank up there
with soccer and samba. "They're the first thing I bought when I
arrived, to give to friends," a young Portuguese tourist, Beatriz
Rodrigues, said. "I've already bought 10 pairs and I'm going to buy
another 10 because they're much more expensive in Europe."
Today, Alpargatas, whose headquarters is in Sao Paulo, has more
than 700 sales outlets in more than 100 countries. "Havaianas rep-
resent the Brazilian soul, and is an object of desire, synonymous
with a Brazil that works," opined Claudio Goldberg, economic pro-
fessor at the Getulio Vargas Foundation.

Celebrity feet 
Certainly they have attracted star power. Havaianas have

adorned the feet of Madonna, David Beckham, and Kim Kardashian,
who flaunted ones designed by the jeweler H. Stern with gold set-
tings worth $18,000. When Havaianas rolled out their first pairs
they were a basic white rubber sole with blue toe straps. Then in
1969 an employee accidentally painted the straps green. To
Alpargatas' surprise, the variation took off, and from then on
Havaianas started playing with colors and then designs.

The company asserts that two-thirds of the people in Brazil-total
population 200 million-buy on average one pair of Havaianas a
year. And that if all the pairs it had sold in its history were laid end-
to-end they would circle the Earth 62 times. But how will the whiff
of corruption wafting from its former owners affect the brand? "It's
already a good thing that such a brand is remaining Brazilian,"
Goldberg said. The company "won't lose its identity." As for the
new owners, they've said they want to expand further into the US
market. And the current management of the famous footwear
won't get the boot. — AFP

Havaianas: The flip-flops emblematic
of Brazil-corruption and all

Brazilian Havaianas flip-flops are displayed at a store in Sao Paulo, Brazil. — AFP photos Brazilian Havaianas flip-flops are displayed at a store.

A woman walks past a Brazilian Havaianas flip-flops store
in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
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Asteak dubbed the "Grilled Freedom" is
just one stand-out dish on the menu of
the Tunisian capital's "Le Dictateur"

restaurant, which is not exactly to the taste of
officialdom. Six years after the North African
country's revolution that sparked the Arab
Spring, "Le Dictateur" vies for the foodie busi-
ness in the upmarket Cite Ennasr suburb of
Tunis. "We had to make ourselves known, to
come up with a name and concept that attract-
ed attention because good cuisine alone is
often not enough," said owner Seif Ben
Hammouda.

"Dictatorship was a taboo subject for
decades, and it's still very relevant here as
efforts continue to bring about freedom and
democracy," said the savvy entrepreneur in his
30s. Against a bricked background, portraits
that include Charlie Chaplin aping Adolf Hitler
are mounted behind cages on the walls, creat-
ing a prison-like atmosphere. Joseph Stalin and
Melania Trump, wife of the US president, com-
pete for space in murals on other walls, as a pic-
ture of Russian President Vladimir Putin also
looks down on diners.

The oppressive theme extends to the menu,
with signature dishes such as "Grilled Freedom",
"Anarchy", "Opposition" and "Putsch" on offer. "I
wanted to take full advantage of the freedom of
expression that's been the main achievement of
the revolution," said the restaurateur, who
returned in 2008 from France where he studied
marketing and management. But he still waited
for several years after the 2011 fall of Tunisian
dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali before begin-
ning his bold culinary venture.

Scrutinized by officials 
Only last March did the restaurant open its

doors under the daring name and logo of a fig-
ure resembling North Korean leader Kim Jong-
Un but also sporting a Hitler moustache. The
Tunisian authorities were "very much dis-
turbed", Ben Hammouda told AFP, and a wave
of municipal and even some state officials
descended on "Le Dictateur" to check it out. The
reasons they gave were that his paperwork and
the hygienic conditions on the premises had to
pass muster.

However, Ben Hammouda was also directly
asked to change the establishment's name and
logo-"to avoid problems", as he was advised by
one minister. The project was all considered "a
bit shocking", Ben Hammouda said. But the fuss
that was whipped up in the media only served
to advertise "Le Dictateur" and bring in a stream
of curious punters. "The first time I came was to
see what it looked like, this 'culinary dictator-
ship' that was so upsetting the authorities," said
Malek.

He spoke as he was about to tuck into a
"Citizen" salad and "Salazar" pasta named after
Portugal's late dictator, Antonio de Oliveira
Salazar. "Le Dictateur" was eventually given per-
mission to keep its bold restaurant sign, after a
compromise was struck in which the Kim-looka-
like logo was stripped of its toothbrush mous-
tache. "I'm enormously thankful to the authori-
ties for all  the free publicity," said Ben
Hammouda, who stressed that the quality of the
food remained his priority. Hungry first-time vis-
itor Chawki was eager to find out if the fare on
offer lived up to the hype. "Thinking about these
dictators can put you off your meal. But let's
hope the food is good," he said. — AFP

'Freedom' steak on menu  at 'Le Dictateur' in Tunis
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Delevingne: Model, actress
'hopeless romantic'

The world's press are gathered at a news conference for Luc
Besson's "Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets" and Dane
DeHaan is waxing lyrical about co-star Cara Delevingne. The

pair spent six months in Paris filming as intergalactic special ops
agents Valerian and Laureline in the $180 million blockbuster, which
comes out today, and DeHaan was clearly bowled over by
Delevingne's infectious joie de vivre. 

"I was just so happy to see her every day and be around her and
feed off that energy," DeHaan told reporters at the event in Beverly
Hills. It sounds like the usual mutual back-slapping in which actors
indulge on promotional tours but he is clearly being sincere, and in
any case it is the kind of observation frequently made by people who
have worked with the 24-year-old Londoner.

One of the world's most in-demand models, Delevingne has
earned millions of dollars walking the runways of London, Paris and
Milan for the likes of Burberry and Chanel, and graced countless cov-
ers of Vogue.  But acting has always been her first love. Her rise in
movies since her debut in Joe Wright's "Anna Karenina" (2012)  along-
side Keira Knightley has been swift, with starring parts in teen fable
"Paper Towns" and the super-villain blockbuster "Suicide Squad."

Role model 
Making the transition into acting when you are already well-

known is not as easy as it looks. Former sports stars and other celebri-
ties often observe that while their famous faces get them auditions,
they have to work twice as hard to be taken seriously. Two years ago,
Delevingne appeared on a local US morning talk show to promote
"Paper Towns" and was asked a series of patronizing questions,
including whether she had read the source novel by John Green.  Not
only had she done her homework, but she has since written a com-
ing-of-age novel of her own.

"There will always be people like that, no matter what," she told
AFP in an interview after the news conference. "I think it's just another
opportunity for me to stand my ground and prove I have done the
work. I do work very hard and I'm determined to prove those people
wrong." An influential voice on social media with more than 40 mil-
lion Instagram followers, Delevingne has been praised for being a
beacon to teenagers struggling with their emotions by speaking
openly about her bisexuality and her battles with depression as a 15-
year-old. "I'm very blessed to have a strong influence with young girls
and teenagers," she said. "That's been my goal since I was younger, to
be a role model, for young girls to be able to look up to me, because
I'm following every single one of my dreams that I've had in my life
through hard work and determination."

'Natural born actress' 
When he was casting for the part of Laureline, Besson immediate-

ly thought of Delevingne as an actress who could live up to the spirit
of empowerment her brave, whip-smart character embodies as
Valerian's crime-fighting equal. "She became a model by accident
because a scout guy met her and said, 'You will take good pictures.'
But she's not made for that," Besson told AFP. "She succeeds at that
because she's funny but for me she's a natural born actress. I was
amazed by her capacity and I think she's at the beginning of a long,
long career." 

Critics have observed that the character of Laureline is something
of a paradox-an intrepid, independent woman who nevertheless
defines her happiness in terms of her success in finding love. "That's
what I love about life generally, the dichotomies of everything. Of
course I understand the whole thing of wanting to be a woman who
can look after herself and be completely independent," Delevingne
told AFP.—ÅFP

Casey Affleck plays the ghost in the new David Lowery film,
"A Ghost Story." For most of the movie, expanding wide
Friday, he's silent and cloaked in a white sheet with eye

holes cut out as he returns to his home to look in on his still-living
partner played by Rooney Mara. It's a weird, wild, sometimes fun-
ny and breathtakingly gorgeous film that will leave you thinking
about the big ideas of love, life, eternity.

Affleck, coming off of a best actor win for "Manchester by the
Sea" and an awards season marred by intense public scrutiny
around a past civil sexual harassment lawsuit, is dipping his toes
back in the spotlight to promote the film. He spoke to The
Associated Press about his year and moving on. This interview has
been edited for clarity and brevity.

AP: Congratulations on "A Ghost Story." It is not a scary
film per se, but it has truly haunted me.

AFFLECK: It's been great how much people have responded
to it. Usually you have some sense of what a movie is going to be
and this is probably the film that turned out most differently than
what I expected.

AP: The ghost costume you have to wear is incredible.
AFFLECK: I can't think of another single costume in another

movie where so much of the movie depended on it working. The
sheet looks simple but it wasn't just a sheet and it was hard to get
it to look that way. It was a perfect balance of not being exactly
scary, but not seeming silly and also not seeming slapdash.

AP: How did they convince you to be in a movie where you
are acting through a sheet most of the time?

AFFLECK: I may be unusual, I can't say for sure in this regard,
but when I heard that I was like, "I'm totally in." The idea of being
hidden somehow was so appealing to me. And David doesn't
have to persuade me. I have so much fun working with him and
Rooney and his producers. It was a three-second conversation.

AP: People have really latched on to that long take of
Rooney eating the pie.

AFFLECK: There was quite a bit of build up to that. What kind
of pie is it going to be? Where is the pie coming from? Who is
making the pie? Rooney had strangely never eaten a pie which is
the weirdest thing. There are lots of things I haven't eaten, but
you'd think a pie is something you'd have come across at some
point.

AP: It's a fairly contemplative film, do you think it has a
broader audience than just cinephiles?

AFFLECK: I don't really consider myself a cinephile. I have
pretty mainstream tastes. I have an appetite for some difficult
movies like Tarkovsky movies or Bela Tarr movies. But I also kind
of really just love "World War Z" too. And I love this movie. I think
it's really, really moving and romantic and sweet and full of ideas
that I wasn't really aware of. A good movie tends to bring out all
of these ideas from other things that you read and this movie
does that in a way that's really accessible. I don't think it's a weird,

esoteric, experimental art house movie at all. It's very touching,
just not dumbed down.

AP: You've worked with David three times now, what do
you think his future holds?

AFFLECK: I think he's one of our most interesting directors. I
would bet that he has a very long career marked by very different
types of movies in the same vein as the Coen brothers or Stanley
Kubrick. And I bet, just like those guys, there will be a few master-
pieces in there.

AP: And you're directing a feature now too called "Light of
My Life"?

AFFLECK: Just finished a first cut. It's torture. You have to sit
there with something you wrote, acted in, were there every day
directing. You see the first (cut) and think, "Wow, I've made one of
the worst movies of all time." I've been reassured by directors
who I really love who make great movies that that's always their
experience too.

AP: Finally, the year was coupled with both a professional
high in your best actor win and intense public scrutiny of you
personally. Do you have any reflections on that experience?

AFFLECK: There were very high moments and there were
some difficult challenges. Winning an Oscar was such a high it
was an out of body experience. I was genuinely honored by that
and the other awards for "Manchester." Publicizing a movie is, you
know, something that I'm used to. That's part of my job and I have
no complaints talking about the work. The challenges of being
spoken about personally in the media were very sobering and
they really hurt, especially my family which is what I really cared
about.

And it was confusing because it was all so at odds with my
core values. The more kindness and compassion we can find for
all people, the better all our lives will be. And I believe harassment
of any kind is completely unacceptable. Bullying and mistreat-
ment of anyone is totally abhorrent. Everyone should be treated
with respect in the workplace and anywhere else. That's what I
teach my kids and it's how I try to live my life.

However, I couldn't and can't talk about it as it related to me
because everyone involved signed something saying we would-
n't talk about it and that it has been settled to the mutual satisfac-
tion of all parties. That's all we can say. So I am just trying to move
on. Period. Ultimately, I am really glad that there's a heightened
cultural awareness around those issues. I took my kids to the
Women's March in Vancouver where I was working and there
were a lot of people there. It was a family event and I got the
sense that this generation of kids growing up, my own included,
are going to be filled with a sense of activist empowerment and
they're going to be loud voices for social justice. I think that that
might be the silver lining. — AP

Q&A: Casey Affleck goes under 
a sheet for 'A Ghost Story'

Cara Delevingne attends the premiere of EuropaCorp and STX
Entertainment’s ‘Valerian and The City of a Thousand Planets’
at TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California. — AFP

In this file photo, actor Casey
Affleck arrives at the 2013 AFI
Fest premiere of ‘Out of the
Furnace’ in Los Angeles.

This image released by A24 shows Rooney Mara in a scene from the film, "A Ghost Story." 
—AP photos
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By Melissa D'arabian

Sometimes, it's just too hot to turn on the stove. The key is to
stock up your kitchen with "healthy convenience food" that
doesn't require any heat, such as fresh produce, canned beans,

canned fish and small boxes of pre-cooked legumes found in the
prepared produce section. You can throw together a hearty meal in
minutes without breaking a sweat. Sure, you will pay an extra dollar
or two for steamed lentils, for instance, but if having a well-stocked
fridge keeps you from hitting the drive-thru even once, then you'll
come ahead financially (and nutritionally).

Canned salmon is one of my favorite healthy fast-foods. When it
goes on sale, you can stock up the pantry with a few cans of it, mak-
ing wild salmon downright inexpensive. Not only is canned salmon
full of protein (12 g grams of protein per 2 ounces of fish) and
omega-3 fatty acids, but it actually has more calcium than its fresh
counterpart, since the small bones stay in the meat (and go unno-
ticed; remove any large bones, however). Pair the salmon with
beans or legumes plus some chopped fresh vegetables and vinai-
grette, and you've got a dish hearty enough for a summertime sup-
per. And it will keep nicely in the fridge, so you can graze on this
fiber and protein filled salad for a day or two no problem.

Today's recipe, a Lentil and Salmon Salad with Smoky Mustard
Dressing, was inspired by my favorite bagel toppings - red onion,
tomato, capers, salmon and a hint of smokiness in the vinaigrette,
which elevates the canned salmon into a little wink at lox. The fla-
vors marry into a surprisingly complex dish, never hinting at the fact
that this recipe is of the 5-minute-dump-stir-and-serve variety.

LENTIL AND SALMON SALAD WITH
SMOKY MUSTARD DRESSING

Ingredients 
Servings: 6
Start to finish: 10 minutes
2 1/2 cups cooked lentils
2 medium tomatoes, chopped (about 1 1/2 cups)
1 medium cucumber, seeded and chopped (about 1 cup)
1/4 medium red onion, chopped
3 tablespoons capers
8 ounces canned wild salmon, large bones and skin removed
1/4 cup lightly chopped dill leaves
1/3 cup Lemon-Dijon vinaigrette, recipe follows
Salt and pepper
Lemon-Dijon Vinaigrette:
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1 teaspoons smoked paprika
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar
1 tablespoon water
3 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and pepper

Preparation 
Mix (or layer) the lentils, tomatoes, onion, cucumber, capers and

salmon in a large salad bowl or on a platter. In a small bowl, whisk
together the mustard, smoked paprika, lemon juice, vinegar and
water until smooth. Drizzle in the olive oil while whisking to make an
emulsion. Season with salt and pepper. Pour 1/3 cup of the dressing
over the salad. Top with the fresh dill leaves. Toss and enjoy. Serve
on leafy greens, if desired. Will keep for two days in refrigerator, in
covered glass container. — AP 

Pair salmon with beans and you've 
got a hearty summer supper

Nutrition information per serving
211 calories; 64 calories from fat; 7 g fat (1 g saturated; 0 g

trans fats); 25 mg cholesterol; 364 mg sodium; 20 g carbohy-
drate; 8 g fiber; 3 g sugar; 18 g protein.
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By Melissa D'arabian 

Vegetable "noodles" are super trendy, and summer
is the best time to make them since the king of
veggie noodle - zucchini - is ubiquitous, and inex-

pensive. Go ahead and load up, because zucchini is a true
powerhouse of vitamins. One cup provides over a third of
your daily vitamin C, and about 10 percent of five addi-
tional vitamins and minerals, and weighs in at under 20
calories.

While "zoodles" are easily the most popular noodle,
noodles can be made from a variety of vegetables. Try
other summer squashes, winter squash such as butter-
nut, beet, carrot, sweet potato, and parsnips. Veggie noo-
dles are easy to make, too. You can buy an inexpensive
spiralizer to make quick work of cutting perfectly-shaped
noodles.

Or, you can even use your vegetable peeler to shave
long, thin ribbons from your vegetables; no special
equipment needed. Cooking the noodles is quick: usually
by steaming or sauteeing briefly. Some veggies,
like summer squash, can be left completely
raw if you want, and made into a cold
summer noodle-like salad.

If you have been seeking
the perfect recipe to dip
your toe in the veggie
noodle world,
today's recipe is
perfect.
Sunshine

Vegetable Ribbons can be made in mere minutes using
only a vegetable peeler and a pan as equipment. The fla-
vors are bright and familiar: a little garlic, lemon, toasted
pine nuts and nutty parmesan cheese. Serve this as a
pretty first course, as a side dish or even as a vegetarian
main course with a thick slice of crusty Italian bread on
the side. Once you've mastered the vegetable peeler
noodle, get creative and explore the endless options for
this new technique, swapping in vegetables for pasta in
your favorite recipes.

SUNSHINE VEGETABLE RIBBONS

Ingredients 
Servings: 4
Start to finish: 15 minutes
2 large carrots, peeled
2 crookneck squashes (yellow summer squash)

2 zucchini
2 teaspoons olive oil
1 garlic clove, minced
2 tablespoons lemon juice
2 tablespoons toasted pine nuts
1 ounce parmesan cheese, shaved into shards with a veg-
etable peeler
Lemon zest or fresh herbs for garnish, optional
Freshly ground black pepper

Preparation 
Use a vegetable peeler to shave long, thin ribbons

(like flat noodles) of the vegetables. (You will likely have a
thin core remaining of each vegetable that you'll have to
use for another purpose.) Heat the olive oil over medium
heat in a large saute pan. Add the garlic and saute for
one minute, until fragrant. Add the vegetable ribbons, a
pinch of salt, and stir. Add the lemon juice and cover with
a lid for just one minute (or longer if you want very soft
ribbons). Remove the lid, and remove from heat. Serve

on four plates, topped with pine nuts, parmesan
cheese, black pepper and lemon zest or fresh

herbs, if desired. — AP 

Go ahead, dive into the veggie 
noodle world with 'zoodles'
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We both agree the show has lost its way in
recent years, when did the flaws really start?

Vishal: The flaws really started from season 5
onwards. I was a book reader before I watched
the show yet the first 5 seasons of the show
seemed almost faultless. GOT didn't seem to
have those hiccups that plague most adapta-
tions and it really seemed to do the books jus-
tice. The flaws I mainly refer to now are evident -
there's a lack of nuance and a clumsy attitude
towards the story telling with the numerous plot
holes and having characters going from one
place to another in an instant. Also entire scenes
seem to simply set up social media talking
points (which used to be organic once) and
these attempts to almost 'pander' to the audi-
ence really sticks out, even more so in a fantasy
setting.

Aakash: Yeah the fifth season was definitely
the weakest run of the show. It gave us the
notorious 'Sansa marries Ramsay' plot and of
course Dorne. I remember being really excited
for the 5th season. One of my first entertain-
ment articles was 'Why you should be watching
Game of Thrones' which I wrote in anticipation
of the 5th season. It started with the killing of
the King Beyond the Wall in such lackluster fash-
ion and before it could settle down after that
they threw Sansa in Winterfell. The sixth season
was buried with those same issues. Character
development completely stalled with Dany and
Arya going nowhere...

V: The horrendous, lazy dialogues that make
the characters sound like they were born in
1991.

A: The show tends to forget they are writing
in a medieval/fantasy setting and this 'modern'
writing tone really stands out.

Getting to the 7th season - 
how did the first episode do

A: Like the 5 season openers before it, the
show was resetting the board. The common
phrase used for this is 'resetting the chess
pieces' - a term I don't really like using.

V: I think it's also called 'table-setting'?
A: 'Table-setting' does sounds more apt. In

any case, the episode was filled with it. It got
some characters in new locations and reiterated

where we left them in the last season. But it
seemed slower than the other season openers
for some reason.

V: It was the repetition. Like the Jon scene
takes place maybe 5 minutes after where we left
off. It also felt similar because once again we get
Lyanna Mormont shouting at someone 50 years
her senior. Also Arya was still in the same Frey
hall and she ends up doing the same thing but
on a slightly bigger scale.

A: Yeah I wish they did something different
with setting this time for Arya's latest killing
spree. Maybe a little set-up would have made
things more interesting instead of the bland,
soulless scene we end up getting.

V: In contrast however, when we move to
King's Landing, the scene shines because it feels
like things have progressed beyond the Sept
explosion and we are getting this really intense
scene between two characters who have no
clue how to feel about each other anymore. 

A Conversation of Ice and Fire:
Diving into the world of Game of Thrones  

Episode I
By Aakash and Vishal Bakaya 

'Game of Thrones', the world's biggest cultural phenomenal
landed this week and I thought - 'what better way to cele-
brate the occasion than reviewing it with my brother'. My
elder brother Vishal and I are both mega fans of 'Song of Ice
and Fire' and we'll be taking a look at each episode this sea-
son and provide a run-down and re-cap of all the major and
minor moments. Episode 1 'Dragonstone' got the season off
to a rough start but before we get to the season opener, let's
provide a small glimpse of our take on the show. 
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A: It was easily the best scene of the episode.
They allowed Lena and Nicolas to really act off
each other which is refreshing because so much
of the current style of character dialogue has
been exposition dumps. When Jamie brings up
Tommen and you see Cersei still in denial, you
can really see the characters struggling in their
own personal turmoil. It shows how much
depth the actors can bring to the table when
given the chance. 

The final scene with Dany though feels exact-
ly the opposite because she ends up just staring
at things. The significance of her finally going
back home is muted and strangely emotionless.
The fact that her character hasn't got even the
bare minimum of character development in the
last few seasons really starts to show here. 

V: None, not at all. The scene was good aes-
thetically but it was drawn out for much too
long. The writers also seem to have forgotten
Tyrion is a main character and could have at
least used him to provide some wit or signifi-
cance to the setting.

Minor/side characters - where do we go now?
A: Something D and D (the creators) can do

to redeem themselves is to really flesh out and
make the minor characters great again. For
example, Davos is really starting to feel really
useless now. I don't see his expertise being used
by either the writers or by the people around
him. The Hound has some potential but I don't
know how he or the Brotherhood without
Banners can help so much.

V: According to the episodes plot device
AKA staring into the fire - they are set to head
towards Eastwatch by the Sea. So we might get
a tag-team with them and the Wildlings who are
heading there as well. They are definitely setting
up something there but as of now it looks inter-
esting at least.

A: Let's get to Varys and Littlefinger - our spy
masters and prominent players of the Game of
Thrones since the very beginning. They also are
seemingly...redundant? Pointless?

V: I feel like the nature of the characters
aren't as useful. Now when the show is moving
towards giant battles, magic and White-Walkers
their political schemes aren't really being used
at all.

A: True but they remain key players though.
They've moved from the council in King's
Landing to their own chosen councils - one in

the North and the other now in Dragonstone.
Hopefully D&D give them something or any-
thing to work with. 

Characterization of our major 
players both old and new

A: So let's get to characters we haven't
touched on yet mainly - Arya, Sam and the re-
introduction of Euron as the new lead singer of
Avenged Sevenfold. So Arya has come a long
way from getting stabbed last season. Her abili-
ty to regenerate her wounds and murder at will
would make even Deadpool a little jealous. 

V: Deadpool has way more personality than
current Arya.

A: And is able to crack a joke once in a while.
In any case, she's just killed an entire House and
it looks like she's heading to the capital which I
would prefer. I feel there's more room for her
character to grow there rather than just go to
Winterfell, which is one of the show's last major
emotional story beats.

V: Her journey in previous seasons really
showed the vast spectrum of what her character
was going through. From childish innocence to
dealing with tragedy and trying to understand
her growth process, you really wanted to see
how she is going to deal with her current situa-
tion. Bravos halted that progress tremendously
and gave us little to no real growth and she
started to become more and more two-dimen-
sional. 

A: She's also suffering from the burden of the
writers putting this heavy plot armor on her and
it makes everything both uninteresting and pre-
dictable. Getting to Sam Tarly for a moment,
how are you finding his character development
especially after he has being put in this new, dif-
ficult and sh*t-filled scenario in Oldtown. 

V: As a character, I don't feel like Sam has too
many problems right now. All credit to the
actor, he's still believable and consistent as Sam.
He's still the guy determined to do the right
thing and even though he's been put in
Oldtown and they are overworking him like hell
- he's not type of person to easily give up. Still
you feel for him throughout and that's not
something I can say for most of the major play-
ers anymore. 

A: Ok so finally let's get to Euron. I hate when
characters take a complete 360 degree turn in
between seasons and this is no exception.
Trying to avoid comparisons to the book version

who is a completely different person all togeth-
er, I find this new Euron very...comedic. I'm sure
he wasn't trying to be funny but I ended up
laughing at his bad Jack Sparrow-like swagger
and goofy attitude. The fact that he looked like
he's on tour with a nu-metal band made that
scene all the more hilarious. 

V: I don't get why they had to make him
childish in a way. It's hard to take him even
remotely seriously in his current state. If he ends
up becoming the chief antagonist of the season
(that's not a White Walker), it's going to be very
sad. Like you brought up, they keep changing
his mannerisms and it comes off more confus-
ing than anything else. Who knows maybe in his
next scene he'll  have a mohawk and start
singing Linkin Park's 'In The End'.  

A: If nothing else, I too am anticipating more
top-notch comedy from Euron. 

Hopes for the season ahead
V: I am clinging to a very slim hope that the

rest of the season at least veers towards ele-
ments that made the show so popular. Things
like great characters, unpredictable plot devel-
opments and paying a little more attention to
detail. Given that we only have seven episodes
this season, we might see a lot more of the char-
acters teleport and other occurrences of lazy
writing like that. 

A: Totally agree. I hope they've looked back
at the earlier seasons as a whole and remember
what made those episodes really work even in
isolation. I also hope they've stayed away from
social media reactions and give us something
truer to the world George created for the finale.
Understandably it's hard for the creators them-
selves to keep things fresh seven seasons. D&D
clearly want to wraps things up but that should-
n't consume their entire mentality.             
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Trek Nar Phu and escape 

Nepal’s
apple pie trail
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Leaving the Apple Pie Trail
In the company of an obligatory guide, I start-

ed my expedition at Koto (2600m), a small village
on the Annapurna Circuit route, kissing goodbye
to the creature comforts of pizza, apple pie and
Facebook updates. Within minutes of joining the
narrow, unmarked trail, the number of trekkers
slowed to a trickle. For the next seven days, I
would see more porters than walkers on this
‘blink and you’d miss it’ track. With no roads or
mechanized transport, all goods enter Nar Phu
this way, carried by mule, yak or human muscle.

Climbing onwards through lush conifer
forests above the raging white-water of the Nar
Khola, there was little to do but soak up the
sounds of nature. A cluster of simple bhattis
(food stalls) made for a pleasant lunch stop
before the trail beat an increasingly vertiginous
path towards the treeline. Breathlessly, I gained
the ridge at a lonely chorten (stupa) and basked
in front of sensational views of the coming route
- aloof, snow-capped peaks, brittle, jagged cliffs,
and deep, plummeting gorges.

After crossing the stream on a wobbly sus-
pension bridge, I spotted a dusty mule trail
zigzagging west, high above the gravity-defying
monastery of Nar Phedi, but that would come
later in the trek. First, I needed to tackle the bar-
ren ridges and sheer rock walls of the winding
Phu valley, striking north towards Tibet. I could
feel the altitude as I rolled into Meta (3530m),
set in a high bowl on the valley side, where a
simple lodge offered a meal of daal bhaat (lentil
and rice) and a rustic bed for the night.

If you love trekking but can’t live without wi-fi or banana pancakes, stop reading
now. Snaking off from Nepal’s legendary Annapurna Circuit, the wild, rarely-visited,

valleys of Nar and Phu are slowly opening up to independent trekkers, offering a
window onto one of Nepal’s most untouched, Tibetan-influenced quarters. 

The ancient entrance
gate to Phu village.

The crude trail
tracing the cliffs
towards Phu
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Striking north to Phu
To ease with acclimatization, I spent an

extra night at Meta, passing the time with a
gentle day trek towards the base camp for
ascents of Kang Garu peak (6981m), before
continuing north, on a path that dipped in
and out of deep ravines as it slowly twisted
towards Phu. The effects of the Annapurna
rain shadow became increasingly apparent as
the landscape became rougher and drier,
with fantastically eroded cliffs and gnarled,
stunted juniper bushes.

Every time I heard a stone dislodged from
above, I scanned the slopes for a glimpse of
wild tahr (mountain goat) or blue sheep, both
often seen on these rugged trails. Eventually,
the trail climbed onto the high pastures
around ruined Chyakhu (3700m), where a
brace of bhattis served up a welcome meal of
daal bhaat, fuel for the final push to Phu. It
took several more hours, following a narrow,
precipitous gorge, to reach the crumbling
entrance gate to Phu. The village itself though
was still half an hour away, and I was glad to
drop my pack when I finally reached Phu’s
solitary lodge.

It’s wise to spend to spend two days in Phu
because of the altitude, a giddy 4070m, so I
devoted the time to exploring the village, a
stack of Tibetan-style mud and stone houses,
bedecked with prayer flags and crowned by

stacks of firewood. The upper part of Phu village
suffered extensive earthquake damage and was
mostly in ruins, but a set of steep switchbacks
delivered me to the doorstep of Tashi Lhakhang
Gompa, further up the ridge, where a friendly
nun proffered a cup of butter tea and invited me
to view the shrine’s inner sanctum.

Those with time could spend several happy
days exploring the ridges around Phu. Above
Tashi Lhakhang Gompa, with its 360 degree
views, a wild trail strikes north towards Tibet,
while a more easterly track tracks the glacial
moraine to Himlung Base camp (4920m). For
less ambitious trekkers, there are awe-inspir-
ing views from the bowl-shaped hanging val-
ley that perches enticingly atop the terraced
fields rising above Phu village.

Winding west to Nar
After an uneasy, altitude-affected sleep, I

donned my pack once again and retraced my
steps back along the Phu Khola, striking west
just before Meta on the same trail I had spot-
ted on my way north. A low suspension
bridge at the base of eroded hoodoos provid-
ed access to the charming monastery at Nar
Phedi (3510m), set on a serene ledge sur-
rounded by fluttering prayer flags, nightmare
ravines and sawtooth pinnacles. Despite their
humble circumstances, the monks offer lodg-
ings for trekkers and I sat with the novices on

their evening puja (prayer) ceremony before
joining in a hearty communal meal of thukpa
(Tibetan noodle soup). Sleep came easier at
this lower altitude, and I was well rested for
the climb to Nar. A twisting trail carried me up
above the clouds, passing scattered mule
trains and an atmospheric octagonal chorten,
before a bend in the trail revealed the green
barley fields of Nar village (4180m), stacked
against the hillside. The sun was still high in
the sky, leaving plenty of time to explore the
dirt paths winding between stone houses and
ancient Kagyud school gompas, and that
evening, I stocked up on extra carbs in prepa-
ration for the high point of the trek literally:
the 5320m Kang La (5320m).

Reaching this lofty eyrie is a much more
challenging undertaking than the legendary
Thorung La (5416m) on the Annapurna
Circuit. Above Nar, benign pastures soon give
way to lose scree and rocky moraine, and a
crudely-defined path, switches back and forth
past tattered prayer flags, to reach several
spirit-crushing false summits before finally
cresting the misty, knife-edge pass. Gasping
for breath, I paused to take a congratulatory
selfie on the boot-wide high-point and
scanned the landscape. I could pick out the
distant houses of Manang, the thin ribbon of
Humde airstrip, and the main Annapurna cir-
cuit, two vertical kilometers below, while the

snow-capped crags of Annapurna III and IV
hijacked the horizon.

The final day promised long hours of test-
ing trekking, descending tentatively at an
insanely steep angle before the path leveled
out onto open scree slopes. Here, the loose
gravel worked in my favor as I was able to
almost ski down the slopes, crossing yards
with each skittering slide. From here, it was
downhill all the way to Ngawal (3750m), the
final stop on the trek. Nevertheless, my knees
were close to crumpling as I finally rolled into
the village, where the Annapurna Circuit trini-
ty of banana pancakes, apple pie and wi-fi
awaited. After a week off the apple-pie trail, I
wasn’t entirely sad to rejoin the merry throng.

Nar Phu Practicalities
Nar Phu is a restricted area, and trekkers can

only enter with a special permit, which must be
issued through an accredited trekking agency,
who will also arrange the obligatory guide. At
the time of writing, the cost for the Nar Phu per-
mit ranged from US$75 to $90 depending on
the season; this is only valid for seven days so
you must complete the trek in this timeframe.
Be aware of the risk of Acute Mountain Sickness
(AMS) on this route; there is a large altitude gain
from Koto to Meta and it is essential to be accli-
matized to conditions above 3000m before
attempting this trek. (www.lonelyplanet.com) 

Vast, empty terrain
looking down from

the Kang La.

The skies swirl above Nar Phedi Gompa Villagers returning from the fields near Phu
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

In the workplace today, you perform successfully, as you
exhibit your ability to get past the surface of things and separate the
thing that has real worth. Your presence in a group situation has a decid-
ed effect. Others may feel that nothing is a secret from you. You do not
have to leave home to escape from the rat race. Family, home and securi-
ty seem just about ideal to you. You may be very imaginative with your
home and domestic setup. A sense of community and unity permeates
your family life. Your ideal dream is a private one and heaven is as close
as work and family. You are creative when it comes to partnerships or
lovers; you seem to establish unusual and different relationships. You
may find that a love relationship will deepen during this time.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

This day is one of those amazing days when everything
works together. Situations are almost tailor-made and it is easy to see
which path is the one to take. Opportunities prevail and you may find
yourself deciding that it is time to write a book. You certainly have
enough material to write on any one of your favorite subjects. There may
be some question in your mind about needing a change in your position
at work. Check out the inner-office openings and you will be able to
move into a place that gives you some challenges. You may decide to do
some special cooking this evening, and if you have your windows open,
you may find some uninvited guests are willing to taste your experimen-
tal recipe. Everybody has fun!

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You are always interested in being of help to others. You
enjoy teaching or helping young people use their creative mind with
their use of words. Your sense of humor is not missing from your com-
munications today. There are many practical ideas available to you,
especially related to your job or skills. Careful, a customer may tell you
a sad story to get a special deal. You appreciate, care and are con-
cerned but not much can fool you. This afternoon you may enjoy a
community project. Perhaps you and your family will help to con-
tribute towards the beautification of your neighborhood. If everyone
participates, the value of property could increase. You are constantly
on the side of humanism at every turn.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You could be most persuasive with others and expressive
in speech and communication. You are a natural for self-expression and
others enjoy listening to your particular ideas and thoughts. The initiative
is yours and you will find positive end results develop from your enthusi-
asm to achieve. This is a day to dare to be a little unconventional. You will
prosper through new insights, inventions and an independent point of
view. Your career could open up by taking the road less traveled or by
daring to be more involved in the development of business: new
approaches. You are inspired to motivate others with your creative and
inventive ways. What-if types of questions seem to be the keys that turn
you into the wizard all enjoy having on their side.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You may find yourself having a difference of opinion with
others today. This, however, is the only way to introduce new ways of
thinking among your particular business comrades. Make it a point to
remove the emotions, and if you find others getting emotional, excuse
yourself from the conversation. There will be other opportunities to
expand upon some new idea. Given time, your ideas will gain recogni-
tion. Real insight into your own inner workings could surface now and in
a manageable form. You may be in the mood for penetrating conversa-
tion this evening. Perhaps a book or magazine on the latest electronic
techniques would be mesmerizing. A friend you have not heard from in
some time may give you a call. Old times are fun to review.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Throwing caution to the wind, you could ignore whatever
responsibilities you have and pursue a particular objective today. You
have animal-like instincts when it comes to big business and this is a
good time to use those instincts. You are where the action is most
intense. Your mind will get through the unimportant and straight to the
bottom line. Some may even respect your tenacity and it is exciting to be
near you. You may tend to take paths at right angles to your real ambi-
tions if you let yourself become distracted. If you have a co-worker friend
that will join you in a project, you can keep each other focused; talk about
staying focused before you begin. This afternoon you may enjoy some
creative activity with some form of art, theater, sports, etc.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This is a very lucky day for making plans or decisions and
finding your way through just about any problem you may uncover. You
will be feeling successful and able to cope with whatever comes across
your path. Good advice from a guide may be forthcoming. You are very
fortunate in being able to grow and progress throughout your life with-
out major difficulties. You can always find the resources you require at
hand plus the necessary instruction in how to use them. Your love of job
and practical skills makes you a fine manager and businessperson. You
bring passion to your work. Your mind is full of practical ideas, especially
related to your job or skills. You are always coming up with new ideas;
this is a productive day.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

A rebellious streak could affect your career now-careful.
Your sense of independence may tend to kick over the apple cart and
upset everything. Your progress and success may be at the expense of
your more unconventional tendencies-a source of struggle. You prefer a
career that accents your own devotion to the dreams and ideals you
stand for these days. Working with groups in a spirit of cooperation is a
natural. Everything conspires to value and to bring out your unique and
unusual qualities. You may find that someone close to you understands
and is supportive of your eccentricities. You could come up with new
solutions. There is an opportunity this evening to understand a difficult

person; you listen and love.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You would like to tell someone off at work today but you
will benefit from just moving your thoughts to another place . . . Perhaps
the next adventure you will take with the money you earn. You are at
your most practical when it comes to working with others and your
efforts today do not go unnoticed. You usually know just what to do. You
may be moved to appreciate the beauty in your life and those around
you. A sense of humor is one of the necessary ingredients to make a
tough situation easier to handle. Be careful that you do not overspend or
indulge too much just now. You may feel like involving yourself in some
sort of celebration this evening-a celebration of life. There are new
insights regarding home life.

A rebellious streak could affect your career now-careful.
Your sense of independence may tend to kick over the apple cart and
upset everything. Your progress and success may be at the expense of
your more unconventional tendencies-a source of struggle. You prefer a
career that accents your own devotion to the dreams and ideals you
stand for these days. Working with groups in a spirit of cooperation is a
natural. Everything conspires to value and to bring out your unique and
unusual qualities. You may find that someone close to you understands
and is supportive of your eccentricities. You could come up with new
solutions. There is an opportunity this evening to understand a difficult
person; you listen and love.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Others may try to sway you from your project today.
Allow for the interruptions and then you can return to your choice
activity. You know that spring has sprung with all the beauty around
you. A trip to the park with a sketchpad may allow you to bring a
sample of spring into your own home. Give your charitable urges
attention and find something that really gives you great joy to con-
tribute your time and energies toward-at least once every two
weeks. Today you may decide to join a therapeutic horsemanship
group that aids handicapped people. You will find many rewards
when you volunteer in surroundings that make you happy. This
evening is a good time for surrounding yourself with friends. A new
novel keeps you busy tonight. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

There is an emphasis on communication, expression of
ideas and the connections between things, places and people. What goes
on in your mind is the all-important motivation in your life. You tend
towards mental pursuits and admire intelligence. You are very flexible
and other-oriented today. Perhaps you can be all things to all people, giv-
ing them what they require. You are probably a smooth talker with a
quick wit and ready tongue. You know and understand more than you let
on and life changes seldom take you by surprise. You have a great deal of
control over your actions. Communicating and getting your message
across to others is at a high just now. You know just how to maneuver
yourself into the right places; now is the time to get ahead.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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TEKKEN: KAZUYAʼS REVENGE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:30 The Big Brain Theory
01:20 Weather Top Tens
02:10 Storm Chasers
03:00 Destroyed In Seconds
03:25 Destroyed In Seconds
03:50 Ultimate Survival
04:40 How Itʼs Made
05:05 How Itʼs Made
05:30 Dirty Jobs
06:20 Mythbusters
07:00 Doki
07:25 Dick ʻnʼ Dom Go Wild
07:50 Bad Dog
08:40 How Itʼs Made
09:05 How Itʼs Made
09:30 The Big Brain Theory
10:20 Mythbusters
11:10 React To That
11:35 React To That
12:00 React To That
12:25 React To That
12:50 React To That
13:15 React To That
13:40 React To That
14:05 React To That
14:30 Doki
14:55 Dick ʻnʼ Dom Go Wild
15:20 Bad Dog
16:10 The Big Brain Theory
17:00 Now Thatʼs Funny
17:50 The Carbonaro Effect
18:15 The Carbonaro Effect
18:40 Troy
19:30 How Itʼs Made
19:55 How Itʼs Made
20:20 Mythbusters
21:10 Now Thatʼs Funny
22:00 The Carbonaro Effect
22:25 The Carbonaro Effect
22:50 Destroyed In Seconds
23:15 Destroyed In Seconds

06:00 Gravity Falls
06:25 Disney11
06:50 Supa Strikas
07:15 Right Now Kapow
07:40 Future-Worm!
08:05 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
08:10 K.C. Undercover
08:35 Milo Murphyʼs Law
09:00 Walk The Prank
09:25 Supa Strikas
09:50 Gravity Falls
10:15 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
10:20 K.C. Undercover
10:45 Right Now Kapow
11:10 Lab Rats
11:35 Mech-X4
12:00 Teen Beach 2
13:45 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty Much
Everything
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Future-Worm!
14:40 Kirby Buckets
15:05 Lab Rats
15:30 Walk The Prank
15:55 Right Now Kapow
16:25 K.C. Undercover
16:50 Disney11
17:15 Mech-X4
17:40 Milo Murphyʼs Law
18:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
18:10 Gravity Falls
18:35 Lab Rats
19:00 Supa Strikas
19:25 Milo Murphyʼs Law
19:50 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
19:55 K.C. Undercover
20:20 Mech-X4
20:45 Disney11
21:10 Walk The Prank
21:35 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Lab Rats
22:10 Lab Rats
22:35 Phineas And Ferb
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am 

00:20 Wheeler Dealers
01:05 Ocean Warriors
01:50 How Do They Do It?
02:35 Storage Hunters UK
03:20 Fast Nʼ Loud
04:05 Mega Shippers
04:50 Gold Rush
05:35 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Blowing Up History
06:45 Strip The City
07:30 Gold Divers
08:15 Deadliest Catch
09:00 How Do They Do It?
09:25 The Island With Bear Grylls
10:10 The Wheel: Survival Games
10:55 Megastorm: Worldʼs Biggest
Typhoon
11:40 Mega Trains
12:25 How Do They Do It?
12:47 Fast Nʼ Loud
13:32 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
14:17 Fast Nʼ Loud: Demolition
Theatre
15:02 Strip The City
20:10 How Do They Do It?
20:35 How Do They Do It?
21:00 Fast Nʼ Loud
21:50 Sacred Steel Bikes
22:40 Fast Nʼ Loud: Demolition
Theatre
23:30 Deadliest Catch

00:00 Hank Zipzer
00:25 Alex & Co.
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Evermoor Chronicles
01:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:55 Hank Zipzer
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Hank Zipzer
03:45 Alex & Co.
04:10 Alex & Co.
04:35 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
05:25 Binny And The Ghost
05:45 The Hive
05:50 The 7D
06:00 Jessie
06:50 The Adventures Of Disney
Fairies
07:15 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:20 Elena Of Avalor
07:45 The Zhuzhus
08:10 Bizaardvark
08:35 Bunkʼd
09:00 Stuck In The Middle
09:25 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
09:50 Best Friends Whenever
10:15 Liv And Maddie
10:40 High School Musical
12:20 Jessie
12:45 Jessie
13:10 Girl Meets World
13:35 Austin & Ally
14:00 Austin & Ally
14:25 Lolirock
14:50 The Zhuzhus
15:15 Whisker Haven Tales With The
Palace Pets

15:20 Bizaardvark
15:45 Elena Of Avalor
16:10 Liv And Maddie
16:35 Geek Charming
18:10 Welcome To The Ronks
18:25 Alex & Co.
18:50 Best Friends Whenever
19:15 Star Darlings
19:20 Liv And Maddie
19:45 Mako Mermaids
20:10 The Adventures Of Disney
Fairies
20:35 Cracke
20:40 Alex & Co.
21:05 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
21:30 Stuck In The Middle
21:55 Tsum Tsum Shorts
22:00 Bunkʼd
22:50 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir

00:00 Henry Hugglemonster
00:15 Calimero
00:30 Art Attack
00:55 Zou
01:05 Loopdidoo
01:20 Henry Hugglemonster
01:35 Calimero
01:50 Zou
02:05 Art Attack
02:30 The Hive
02:40 Loopdidoo
02:55 Henry Hugglemonster
03:10 Art Attack
03:35 Loopdidoo
03:50 Calimero
04:05 Art Attack
04:30 Henry Hugglemonster
04:45 Zou
05:00 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster

05:45 Loopdidoo
06:00 Zou
06:15 Calimero
06:30 Loopdidoo
06:45 Henry Hugglemonster
07:00 Sofia The First
07:25 PJ Masks
07:50 The Lion Guard
08:15 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
08:40 Doc McStuffins
09:05 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
09:35 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
09:40 Sofia The First: The Curse Of
Princess Ivy
10:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
11:00 PJ Masks
11:25 Goldie & Bear
11:50 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
12:15 Sofia The First
12:40 The Lion Guard
13:10 Doc McStuffins
13:35 PJ Masks
14:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
14:30 The Lion Guard
14:55 Unbungalievable
15:00 Goldie & Bear
15:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
16:00 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
16:05 Mickeyʼs Monster Musical
16:50 PJ Masks
17:05 Doc McStuffins
17:35 The Lion Guard
18:05 PJ Masks
18:35 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
19:05 Sofia The First
19:35 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
20:05 The Lion Guard
20:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
21:00 Goldie & Bear

00:05 Famously Single
00:55 Famously Single
01:50 E! News
02:50 Celebrity Style Story
03:20 Celebrity Style Story
03:50 WAGs Miami
04:40 WAGs Miami
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 La Clippers Dance Squad
06:55 E! News
07:10 La Clippers Dance Squad
08:10 E! News: Daily Pop
09:10 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
12:00 E! News
12:15 Rob & Chyna
13:10 Rob & Chyna
14:05 Rob & Chyna
15:00 E! News
15:15 E! News: Daily Pop
16:15 Botched
17:10 Botched
18:05 Botched
19:00 E! News
20:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
21:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
22:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
23:00 E! News

00:10 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Coronation Street
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 Royal Recipes
03:25 Prince Harry In Africa
04:20 Royal Stories
04:50 Paul OʼGrady: For The Love Of
Dogs
05:15 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...
06:10 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
07:05 Royal Recipes
08:00 Prince Harry In Africa
09:00 Royal Stories
09:30 Paul OʼGrady: For The Love Of
Dogs
10:00 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...
10:55 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
11:50 Royal Recipes
12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Emmerdale

13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
15:10 Royal Recipes
16:00 Inside Windsor Castle
16:55 Royal Stories
17:25 Paul OʼGrady: For The Love Of
Dogs
17:50 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...
18:45 Emmerdale
19:15 Emmerdale
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 Royal Recipes
21:00 Inside Windsor Castle
21:55 Royal Stories
22:25 Paul OʼGrady: For The Love Of
Dogs

00:15 Testing The Menu With Nic
Watt
00:45 The Food Files
01:10 Carnival Eats
01:40 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces
02:35 Island Hunter
03:30 Street Food Around The World
03:55 Carnival Eats
04:25 Confucius Was A Foodie
05:20 Cesar Millanʼs Dog Nation
06:15 Dog Whisperer
07:10 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces
08:05 Island Hunter
09:00 Street Food Around The World
09:25 Carnival Eats
09:55 Confucius Was A Foodie
10:50 Cesar Millanʼs Dog Nation
11:45 Dog Whisperer
12:40 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces
13:35 Island Hunter
14:30 Street Food Around The World
14:55 Carnival Eats
15:25 Confucius Was A Foodie
16:20 Cesar Millanʼs Dog Nation
17:15 Dog Whisperer
18:10 Chasing Time
18:35 Chasing Time
19:05 Confucius Was A Foodie
20:00 Cesar Millanʼs Dog Nation
21:00 Dog Whisperer
22:00 Chasing Time
22:25 Chasing Time
22:55 George Clarkeʼs Amazing
Spaces

00:20 Croc Labyrinth
01:10 Rescue Ink
02:00 Cobra Mafia
02:50 The Monster Project
03:45 Dr. Kʼs Exotic Animal ER
04:40 Prehistoric Predators
05:35 Cobra Mafia
06:30 The Monster Project
07:25 Dr. Kʼs Exotic Animal ER
08:20 Prehistoric Predators
09:15 Safari Live
10:10 Savage Island Giants
11:05 Mind Of A Giant
12:00 Manta Mystery
12:55 Hyena Coast
13:50 The Monster Project

00:00 The First 48
01:00 Robbie Coltraneʼs Critical
Evidence
02:00 Homicide Hunter
03:00 The First 48
05:00 Robbie Coltraneʼs Critical
Evidence
06:00 Evil Up Close
07:00 Evil Up Close
08:00 The First 48
09:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
10:00 Killers
11:00 Killers: Behind The Myth
12:00 Killers: Behind The Myth
13:00 Killers: Behind The Myth
14:00 The First 48
15:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
16:00 Evil Up Close
17:00 Homicide Hunter
18:00 Homicide Hunter
19:00 The First 48
20:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
21:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
22:00 The Killing Of Jonbenet: Her
Father Speaks

00:10 Supercar Megabuild
01:00 Restrepo: Outpost Afghanistan
02:00 Locked Up Abroad
03:00 Worldʼs Most Extreme
04:00 Supercar Megabuild
05:00 Yukon Gold
06:00 Science Of Stupid
06:30 Science Of Stupid
07:00 Primal Survivor
08:00 Years Of Living Dangerously
09:00 Yukon Gold
10:00 Locked Up Abroad
11:00 Border Wars
12:00 Chinaʼs Golden Monkeys
13:00 Science Of Stupid
13:30 Science Of Stupid
14:00 Years Of Living Dangerously
15:00 Scam City
16:00 Locked Up Abroad
17:00 Border Wars
18:00 Undercover USA
19:00 Primal Survivor
20:00 Locked Up Abroad
20:50 Border Wars
21:40 Undercover USA
22:30 Primal Survivor
23:20 Science Of Stupid
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QUANTUM OF SOLACE ON OSN MOVIES HD

01:30 Playing It Cool
03:10 Parenthood
05:20 Crazy On The Outside
07:05 Confessions Of A Shopaholic
09:00 Parenthood
11:10 Confessions Of A Shopaholic

00:00 Bram Stokerʼs Dracula
02:15 Reign Over Me
04:30 Quantum Of Solace
06:35 The Blind Side
08:55 The Bad News Bears
10:50 Quantum Of Solace
12:40 Sherlock Holmes
14:50 127 Hours
16:30 Gulliverʼs Travels
18:00 S.W.A.T.
20:00 Skyfall
22:25 Thereʼs Something About Mary

01:10 Black Rose
02:40 Tekken: Kazuyaʼs Revenge
04:20 Rivers Nine
06:00 Mission To Mars
08:00 Black Rose
09:35 Tekken: Kazuyaʼs Revenge
11:10 Road Wars
12:45 Mission To Mars
14:45 Hudson Hawk
16:30 King Arthur
18:40 Road Wars
20:15 Hitman: Agent 47
22:00 We Still Kill The Old Way
23:40 The Dead Lands

00:15 Hungry Hearts
02:15 The Theory Of Everything
04:25 Steve Jobs: The Man In The
Machine
06:40 The Man Who Wasnʼt There
08:35 Jappeloup
10:45 We Are Many
12:35 The Theory Of Everything
14:45 Wildlike
16:30 The Yellow Handkerchief
18:10 Freedom Writers
20:15 Hard Eight
22:00 Goodfellas

00:05 Mia And The Migoo
01:40 Albert
03:05 Mamma Moo And Crow
04:25 Capture The Flag
06:00 Ghosthunters On Icy Trails
07:40 Bee Movie
09:15 Lego: Scooby Doo Haunted
Hollywood
10:35 A Town Called Panic
12:20 Albert
13:45 Mamma Moo And Crow
15:05 Frog Kingdom
16:35 Lego: Scooby Doo Haunted
Hollywood
17:55 Izzieʼs Way Home
19:15 Poohʼs Heffalump Movie
20:25 Frog Kingdom
21:55 Bee Movie
23:30 A Town Called Panic

00:00 Ancient Discoveries
01:00 Historyʼs Greatest Blunders
02:00 Brad Meltzerʼs Lost History
02:50 Ancient Aliens
03:40 What Really Happened
04:30 Engineering Disasters
05:20 Ancient Discoveries
06:10 The Universe
07:00 Historyʼs Greatest Blunders
08:00 Brad Meltzerʼs Lost History
09:00 Ancient Aliens
10:00 What Really Happened
11:00 The Universe
12:00 Ancient Discoveries
13:00 Historyʼs Greatest Blunders
14:00 Brad Meltzerʼs Lost History
15:00 Ancient Aliens
16:00 What Really Happened
17:00 The Universe
18:00 Ancient Discoveries
19:00 Historyʼs Greatest Blunders

HUNGRY HEARTS ON OSN MOVIES FESTIVAL

00:02 Max & Ruby
00:26 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
00:36 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
00:46 The Day Henry Met
00:51 The Day Henry Met
00:57 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:19 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:42 Zack & Quack
02:03 Team Umizoomi
02:25 Olive The Ostrich
02:30 Olive The Ostrich
02:35 Paw Patrol
02:58 Little Charmers
03:10 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
03:21 Dora The Explorer
03:44 Max & Ruby
04:07 Nella The Princess Knight
04:30 Shimmer And Shine
04:53 Dora And Friends
05:16 Zack & Quack
05:27 The Day Henry Met
05:32 The Day Henry Met
05:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
06:00 Rusty Rivets
06:12 Paw Patrol
06:37 Dora The Explorer
07:00 Zack & Quack
07:21 Bubble Guppies
07:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
08:07 Paw Patrol
08:30 Shimmer And Shine
08:53 Nella The Princess Knight
09:15 The Day Henry Met
09:22 Paw Patrol
09:45 Rusty Rivets
09:57 Bubble Guppies
10:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
10:40 Zack & Quack
10:52 Team Umizoomi
11:15 Shimmer And Shine
11:38 Shimmer And Shine
12:01 Max & Ruby
12:25 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
12:36 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
12:47 The Day Henry Met
12:52 The Day Henry Met
12:57 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:19 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:41 Zack & Quack
14:03 Team Umizoomi
14:25 Olive The Ostrich
14:30 Olive The Ostrich
14:35 Paw Patrol
14:58 Little Charmers
15:10 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
15:22 Dora The Explorer
15:44 Max & Ruby
16:07 Nella The Princess Knight
16:31 Shimmer And Shine
16:54 Dora And Friends
17:17 Zack & Quack
17:29 The Day Henry Met
17:34 The Day Henry Met
17:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
18:00 Rusty Rivets
18:13 Paw Patrol
18:37 Dora The Explorer
19:00 Zack & Quack
19:21 Bubble Guppies
19:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
20:07 Paw Patrol
20:30 Shimmer And Shine
20:53 Nella The Princess Knight
21:15 The Day Henry Met
21:22 Paw Patrol
21:45 Rusty Rivets
21:57 Bubble Guppies
22:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
22:40 Zack & Quack
22:52 Team Umizoomi
23:15 Shimmer And Shine
23:38 Shimmer And Shine

00:35 Hannah Montana Movie
02:20 Marvel Super Hero Adventures:
Frost Fight
03:40 The Great Gilly Hopkins
05:20 A Bugʼs Life
07:00 Hannah Montana Movie
08:45 Marvel Super Hero Adventures:
Frost Fight
10:05 Tuck Everlasting
11:40 The Great Gilly Hopkins
13:20 Meet The Robinsons
15:00 Hotel Transylvania 2
16:35 Ice Princess
18:20 The Princess Diaries 2: Royal
Engagement
20:15 Herbie Fully Loaded
22:00 Meet The Robinsons

00:20 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
01:05 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
01:50 90 Day Fianc?: Happily Ever
After?
02:35 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
03:20 Little People, Big World:
Wedding Farm
04:05 Toddlers & Tiaras
04:50 Ultimate Shopper
05:35 Say Yes To The Dress
06:00 Little People, Big World:
Wedding Farm
06:45 Little People, Big World:
Wedding Farm
07:30 Little People, Big World:
Wedding Farm
08:15 Kate Plus 8
09:00 Say Yes To The Dress
09:25 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
10:10 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
10:55 Love At First Swipe
11:17 Love At First Swipe
11:40 Love At First Swipe
12:02 Love At First Swipe
12:25 Love At First Swipe
12:47 Love At First Swipe
13:10 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
13:55 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
14:40 Cake Boss
15:02 Cake Boss
15:25 Cake Boss
15:47 Cake Boss
17:50 Suddenly Rich
18:50 Kate Plus 8
19:40 Cake Boss
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Kate Plus 8
21:50 Sister Wives
22:40 Iʼm Fat: Whatʼs Your Problem?
23:30 Return To Amish

19:30 Historyʼs Greatest Blunders
20:00 Brad Meltzerʼs Lost History
21:00 Ancient Aliens
22:00 The Lost Evidence

14:45 Dr. Kʼs Exotic Animal ER
15:40 Prehistoric Predators
16:35 David Attenboroughʼs Rise Of
Animals
17:30 Penguin Central
18:25 Hollywood Bear Tragedy
19:20 Dr. Kʼs Exotic Animal ER
20:10 Prehistoric Predators
21:00 David Attenboroughʼs Rise Of
Animals
21:50 Penguin Central
22:40 Hollywood Bear Tragedy
23:30 Manta Mystery

00:30 How Do They Do It?
00:55 Food Factory
01:20 Food Factory USA
01:45 Food Factory USA
02:10 Extreme Engineering
03:00 Weird Or What?
03:48 Mythbusters
04:36 How Do They Do It?
05:00 Food Factory
05:24 Food Factory USA
05:48 Food Factory USA
06:12 Extreme Engineering
07:00 How Do They Do It?
07:26 Weird Or What?
08:14 Mythbusters

00:20 Pirate Treasure Of The Knights
Templar
01:10 Lost Worlds
02:00 Ax Men
02:50 Storage Wars
03:15 American Pickers
04:05 Pawn Stars
05:00 Mountain Men
06:00 Hunting Hitler
06:50 Time Team
07:40 American Pickers
08:30 Ronnie OʼSullivanʼs American
Hustle
09:20 Mountain Men
11:00 American Pickers
11:50 American Pickers
12:40 Lost In Transmission
13:30 Pawn Stars
15:10 Detroit Steel
16:00 American Pickers
16:50 The Curse Of Oak Island
18:30 Car Hunters
18:55 Car Hunters
19:20 Counting Cars
20:10 Mountain Men
21:00 Sean Bean On Waterloo
21:50 The Warfighters
22:40 Forged In Fire
23:30 Football: A Brief History By Alfie
Allen

09:02 Extreme Engineering
09:50 How Do They Do It?
10:14 Food Factory
10:38 Food Factory USA
11:02 Food Factory USA
11:26 Weird Or What?
12:14 Mythbusters
13:02 How Do They Do It?
13:26 Food Factory
13:50 Extreme Engineering
14:38 Weird Or What?
15:26 Food Factory USA
15:50 Food Factory USA
16:14 Mythbusters
17:02 Extreme Engineering
17:50 Prototype This
18:40 Mythbusters
19:30 Mythbusters: The Search
20:20 How Do They Do It?
20:45 Food Factory
21:10 Mega Builders
22:00 Mythbusters: The Search

13:00 Once Upon A Crime
14:45 Hanging Up
16:30 Ricki And The Flash
18:20 Hope Springs
19:55 Itʼs Complicated
22:00 A Fantastic Fear Of Everything
23:40 Freaks Of Nature

00:00 Rev Runʼs Sunday Suppers
01:00 Private Chef
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Chopped
05:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games
06:00 Barefoot Contessa
07:00 The Kitchen
08:00 The Pioneer Woman
09:00 Sibaʼs Table
10:00 The Pioneer Woman
11:00 The Kitchen
12:00 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Sibaʼs Table
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00 Chopped
16:00 The Kitchen
17:00 The Pioneer Woman
18:00 Chopped
19:00 Chopped Junior
20:00 Paul Hollywood - City Bakes
21:00 Rezaʼs African Kitchen
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
23:00 Chopped
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ACROSS
1. Feline mammal usually having thick soft fur and being unable to roar.
4. A tan discoloration of a woman's face that is associated with pregnancy or with
the use of oral contraceptives.
11. Slightly open.
15. Relating to or containing the azo radical.
16. Of or relating to the island republic of Nauru or its residents.
17. A very attractive or seductive looking woman.
18. A young male horse under the age of four.
20. Genus of large deciduous nut-bearing trees.
21. A material effigy that is worshipped as a god.
22. A town in Hawaii on the island of Hawaii.
25. Used of a single unit or thing.
26. A ballistic missile that is capable of traveling from one continent to another.
27. A bachelor's degree in science.
28. Feeling or caused to feel uneasy and self-conscious.
31. A defensive missile designed to shoot down incoming intercontinental ballistic
missiles.
34. Long green edible beaked pods of the okra plant.
38. A vigorous blow.
42. A white metallic element that burns with a brilliant light.
43. A famous waterfall in Venezuela.
47. A Loloish language.
48. A fluorocarbon with chlorine.
49. A platform raised above the surrounding level to give prominence to the person
on it.
50. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal to 10 liters.
52. Aromatic bulb used as seasoning.
53. A state in northwestern North America.
55. Situated in front of the anus.
57. Any warm-blooded vertebrate having the skin more or less covered with hair.
61. The first of the Old Testament patriarchs and the father of Isaac.
62. The Mongol people living the the central and eastern parts of Outer Mongolia.
66. A family of Sino-Tibetan languages spoken in southeastern Asia.
68. An enclosed armored military vehicle.
71. A branch of the Tai languages.
72. (Old Testament) The eldest son of Isaac who would have inherited the Covenant
that God made with Abraham and that Abraham passed on to Isaac.
76. A master's degree in business.
77. One of the jointed appendages of an animal used for locomotion or grasping.
78. An ancient city is southern Greece.
79. Tag the base runner to get him out.
80. 100 toea equal 1 kina.
81. Adapt anew.
82. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. A mountain in the Andes in Argentina (22,047 feet high).
2. (geology) Before the appearance of life.

CROSSWORD 1665
3. A gate or bar across a toll bridge or toll road which is lifted when the toll is paid.
4. A hard brittle gray polyvalent metallic element that resembles iron but is not
magnetic.
5. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
6. United States screenwriter and filmmaker (born in 1944).
7. An Arabic speaking person who lives in Arabia or North Africa.
8. The muscular back part of the shank.
9. Hawthorn of southern United States bearing juicy acid scarlet fruit often used in
jellies or preserves.
10. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
11. American prizefighter who won the world heavyweight championship three
times (born in 1942).
12. (Old Testament) The fourth son of Jacob who was forebear of one of the tribes
of Israel.
13. Isolated from others.
14. Subject to a ruling authority.
19. An alloy of copper and zinc (and sometimes arsenic) used to imitate gold in
cheap jewelry and for gilding.
23. A metallic element having four allotropic forms.
24. East Indian tree bearing a profusion of intense vermilion velvet-textured blooms
and yielding a yellow dye.
29. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
30. A island in the Netherlands Antilles that is the top of an extinct volcano.
32. Obtained from various tropical plants.
33. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
35. Czech novelist who wrote in German about a nightmarish world of isolated and
troubled individuals (1883-1924).
36. Remote city of Kazakhstan that (ostensibly for security reasons) was made the
capital in 1998.
37. The compass point that is one point north of northeast.
39. A Kwa language spoken in Ghana and the Ivory Coast.
40. One of the two main branches of orthodox Islam.
41. An interior passage or corridor onto which rooms open.
44. Medium-sized tree-dwelling monkey of the Amazon basin.
45. A system of one or more computers and associated software with common stor-
age.
46. Made from residue of grapes or apples after pressing.
51. An accidental hole that allows something (fluid or light etc.) to enter or escape.
54. Tropical American tree with large peltate leaves and hollow stems.
56. By bad luck.
58. Title used for a married Frenchwoman.
59. The basic unit of money in Macao.
60. Filled with the emotional impact of overwhelming surprise or shock.
63. A genus of Lamnidae.
64. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
65. Jordan's port.
67. A genus of European owls.
69. (Babylonian) A goddess of the watery deep and daughter of Ea.
70. Strike sharply.
73. The rate at which heat is produced by an individual in a resting state.
74. A strong solution of sodium or potassium hydroxide.
75. Come into the possession of something concrete or abstract.

Yesterdayʼs Solution

Challenging Maze

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search

Daily SuDoku
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PARIS: AIDS claimed a million lives in
2016, almost half the 2005 toll that
marked the peak of the deadly epidem-
ic, said a UN report yesterday proclaim-
ing “the scales have tipped”. Not only
are new HIV infections and deaths
declining, but more people than ever
are on life-saving treatment, according
to data published ahead of an AIDS sci-
ence conference opening in Paris on
Sunday. Experts warned, however, that
much of the progress can be undone by
growing resistance to HIV drugs.

Unless something is done, drug-resis-
tant virus strains may infect an extra
105,000 people and kill 135,000 over the
next five years, and boost treatment
costs by $650 million (560 million euros),
said the World Health Organization
(WHO). According to a UNAIDS global
roundup, 19.5 million of 36.7 million
people living with HIV in 2016 had
access to treatment. This marked the first
time that more than half of infected peo-
ple were receiving anti-retroviral treat-
ment, which rolls back the AIDS virus but
does not completely eliminate it.

“We could get 2.4 million new people
on treatment” in 2016, UNAIDS
Executive Director Michel Sidibe told
journalists in Paris. “We are saving lives.”
The report said AIDS-related deaths
have fallen from 1.9 million in 2005 to
one million in 2016, adding that “for the
first time the scales have tipped.” The
year 2016 saw 1.8 million new infec-
tions, almost half the record number of
some 3.5 million in 1997, said UNAIDS.

In total, 76.1 million people have been
infected with HIV, the virus that causes
AIDS, since the epidemic started in the
1980s. Some 35 million have died.
“Communities and families are thriving as
AIDS is being pushed back,” said Sidibe.

“As we bring the epidemic under control,
health outcomes are improving and
nations are becoming stronger.” As yet,
there is no HIV vaccine or cure, and infect-
ed people rely on lifelong anti-retroviral
therapy to stop the virus replicating.

Without treatment, HIV-infected peo-
ple go on to develop AIDS, a syndrome
that weakens the immune system and
leaves the body exposed to opportunistic
infections such as tuberculosis, and some
types of cancer. Treatment carries side
effects and is costly, but allows infected
people to be healthier for longer.

‘More work to do’ 
Most progress has been made in east

and southern Africa, the region that was
hardest hit by the epidemic and where

many interventions were focused. Since
2010, AIDS-related deaths in the region
declined by 42 percent. The region
accounts for half the world’s infected
population, with women and girls dis-
proportionately affected at 60 percent.

Sixty percent of all  people who
receive anti-retroviral therapy live in
east and southern Africa which, along
with west and central Europe and the
Americas, is on target to meet the so-
called 90-90-90 targets set by the UN,
said the report. By 2020, states the plan,
90 percent of infected people must
know their status, of whom 90 percent
must be on treatment. In 90 percent of
those, the virus will be “suppressed” by
medicine to the extent that it cannot
function or replicate. — AFP

LONDON: The sexual health expert credited with coining
the term “chemsex” told AFP that drug-laced sexual
encounters are boosting HIV infections in gay communi-
ties. David Stuart, who manages the chemsex support pro-
gram at a pioneering clinic in Soho, was himself involved in
drugs and escorting and contracted HIV before turning his
life around after a 2005 arrest.

“These drugs are contributing phenomenally to the HIV
epidemic,” Stuart said in an interview at the clinic in the
heart of London’s gay community. “They are not the drugs
of the past-happy dancy drugs-they are much more prob-
lematic,” he said. Stuart defines chemsex as the “use of
drugs for sex” which is “associated with certain behaviors
such as hooking up online, high number of partners and
high prevalence of HIV and sexually-transmitted disease.”

Chemsex drugs, such as crystal methamphetamine,
mephedrone and GBL “tapped into something that disin-
hibits sexual feelings,” he said. Condomless sex and commu-
nal drug use at chemsex parties are partly to blame for con-
tinued high levels of new HIV infections which have been at
around 6,000 people a year since 2009. “We have about 30
people coming to our building every day, perhaps because
they have been exposed to HIV, maybe through condomless
sex or sharing needles. “We know that between 60 and 80
percent of those guys... are here because they have been in
some kind of chemsex environment,” he said.

Drugs ‘part of our culture’ 
The practice mushroomed with the smartphone revo-

lution, which has facilitated the buying of drugs and the
hooking up of willing partners through smartphone apps
such as Grindr. But he believes focusing on the public
health issues is to diminish the full impact that the trend is
having on the community.

“GBL is a very dangerous drug,” he said. “One millilitre
might be enough to give me the appropriate high I am
looking for, 1.8 could kill me. One gay man dies every 12
days from GBL in London.” He added: “There are so many
other harms associated to it: lifestyle and well-being, the
ability to have sober sex, the ability to form intimacies and
maintain them, getting to work on Monday, spending time
with family and friends.” — AFP

AIDS claimed 1mn lives in 2016: UN

HANSHAN, China: This file photo taken on November 30, 2009 shows
Chinese students showing a handmade red ribbon one day ahead of the
World AIDS Day, at a school. — AFP 

Campaigner with drug past 
warns of ‘chemsex’ HIV link
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Sabah Hospital                                             24812000

Amiri Hospital                                               22450005

Maternity Hospital                                     24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                    25312700

Chest Hospital                                                  24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                       24892010

Adan Hospital                                                  23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                            24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                               24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                               24874330/9

Kaizen center                                                 25716707

Rawda                                                                22517733

Adaliya                                                              22517144

Khaldiya                                                           24848075

Kaifan                                                                24849807

Shamiya                                                            24848913

Shuwaikh                                                         24814507

Abdullah Salem                                            22549134

Nuzha                                                                22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh                                  24814764

Qadsiya                                                             22515088

Dasmah                                                             22532265

Bneid Al-Gar                                                   22531908

Shaab                                                                 22518752

Qibla                                                                   22459381

112

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY (20/07/2017 TO 26/07/2017)

SHARQIA-1
CARS 3                                                                                                                11:45 AM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      2:00 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                4:00 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                6:15 PM
LONDON HEIST                                                                                             8:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      10:30 PM
LONDON HEIST                                                                                             12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              12:15 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              3:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        5:45 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  7:45 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  10:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  12:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                1:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        1:45 PM
FRI
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                3:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                6:30 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              9:15 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                12:05 AM

MUHALAB-1
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      12:20 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              2:20 PM
FIDAA - Telugu                                                                                              2:00 PM
FRI
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      5:15 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              7:15 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      10:00 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              12:05 AM

MUHALAB-2
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                11:45 AM
CARS 3                                                                                                                2:30 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                4:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                7:00 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                9:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        12:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        2:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        4:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  6:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  8:15 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  10:30 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  12:45 AM

FANAR-1
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      12:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        2:30 PM
LONDON HEIST                                                                                             4:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      6:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      8:30 PM
LONDON HEIST                                                                                             10:30 PM
LONDON HEIST                                                                                             12:30 AM

FANAR-2
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        12:00 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                2:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        4:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                6:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                9:35 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                12:20 AM

FANAR-3
RAILROAD TIGERS                                                                                       1:00 PM
RAILROAD TIGERS                                                                                       3:15 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                       5:30 PM
MUNNA MICHAEL- Hindi                                                                         8:15 PM
RAILROAD TIGERS                                                                                       11:00 PM
RAILROAD TIGERS                                                                                       1:15 AM

FANAR-4
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              11:45 AM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              2:30 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  5:15 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  7:30 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  9:45 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  12:05 AM

FANAR-5
CARS 3                                                                                                                12:30 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                2:45 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                5:00 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                7:15 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              9:30 PM

SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              12:15 AM

MARINA-1
CARS 3                                                                                                                1:00 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                3:15 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                5:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      7:45 PM
LONDON HEIST                                                                                             9:45 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              11:45 PM

MARINA-2
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                11:45 AM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        2:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        4:30 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                6:30 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                9:15 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                12:05 AM

MARINA-3
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              12:15 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              3:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  5:45 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  8:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  10:15 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  12:30 AM

AVENUES-1
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                       12:00 PM
MUNNA MICHAEL- Hindi                                                                         2:50 PM
JAGGA JASOOS -Hindi                                                                              5:55 PM
MUNNA MICHAEL- Hindi                                                                         9:05 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                       11:55 PM

AVENUES-2
DESPICABLE ME 3 -3D-4DX                                                                    11:50 AM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING  -3D-4DX                                         1:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES  -3D-4DX                           4:30 PM
BABY DRIVER -2D-4DX                                                                              7:15 PM
BABY DRIVER -2D-4DX                                                                              9:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES  -3D-4DX                           12:15 AM

AVENUES-3
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              1:05 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  1:30 PM
FRI
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              3:50 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              6:30 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              9:20 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              12:05 AM

360º- 1
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                12:35 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES -3D                                       3:25 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                6:20 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                9:25 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                                                12:10 AM

360º- 2
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      2:00 PM
FRI
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                              1:15 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      4:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      6:05 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      8:05 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                      10:05 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                              12:05 AM

360º- 3
MUNNA MICHAEL- Hindi                                                                         11:55 AM
JAGGA JASOOS -Hindi                                                                              2:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                       6:10 PM
NO FRI+SAT+MON
VIKRAM VEDHA - Tamil                                                                             6:10 PM
FRI+SAT+MON
MUNNA MICHAEL- Hindi                                                                         9:15 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                       12:10 AM

AL-KOUT.1
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        1:15 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                        3:15 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  5:15 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  7:30 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  9:45 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                                                  12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              11:30 AM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              2:15 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                5:00 PM
CARS 3                                                                                                                7:15 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              9:30 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                                              12:15 AM

CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION WANTED

I am an Accountant holding
qualifications of ACCA, MBA
Finance and B.Com, with 8
years of experience in Kuwait,
looking for suitable job in
reputed Audit Firms,
Investment companies or
Islamic banks. Contact:
55829223, email:
acconline@ymail.com

ACCOMMODATION

Sharing accommodation
available in Farwaniya Block
6, street 107, near Metro
Center. Contact: 66625901.
(C 5329)

Sharing accommodation
For Filipino ONLY Farwaniya
block 1, near gulfmart.
Available on July 25, Contact
94418396 or 94033908PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 03:30

Shorook: 05:01

Duhr: 11:54

Asr: 15:29

Maghrib: 18:47

Isha: 20:16

I, Yasmin daughter of
Asmatulla Kha holder of
Indian Passport No.
K8489188 and Civil ID No.
293011501371 has changed
my name to Yasmin
Asmatullah Khan, hereinafter
in all my dealings and docu-
ments. (C 5330) 21-7-2017



KUWAIT: Burgan
Bank Group
announced yester-
day its first half earn-
ings of financial year
2017. The selective
and prudent growth
approach amid
regional operating
environment com-
plexities, continues
to yield good results,
and reflects solid
operating capabili-
ties & efficiencies. 

Reported net income grew by 24 percent
reaching KD38.9 million ($127.7 million) from
KD31.4 million reported in first half last year.
Underlying net income (excluding precau-
tionary reserves & after AT1 cost) grew by 14
percent reaching KD41.4 million ($135.9 mil-
lion). During the first half of 2017, loans and
advances grew by 4 percent to reach KD4.4
billion ($14.6 billion). Customers deposits
grew by 5 percent to reach KD3.9 billion
($13.0 billion). NPA Ratio net of collateral
stands at 1 percent while Coverage ratio net
of collateral stands at 390 percent. Capital
adequacy ratio stands at 16.3 percent as of
June 30, 2017. 

Majed Essa Al-Ajeel, Chairman of Burgan
Bank Group said: “The healthy trends almost

on all indicators continue to be demonstrated
with the delivery of this good set of results.
International Operations are now contribut-
ing 43 percent of the Group’s operating
income which grew by 8 percent year on year
to reach KD122.7 million ($403.2 million), con-
firming once again, that Burgan Bank Group is
the most diversified commercial bank in the
sector,” added Al-Ajeel.

“The strength of our operating capabilities
is yielding strong performance that was evi-
dent during the second quarter (Q2). In Q2’17,
Burgan Bank Group recorded an underlying
net income (excluding precautionary reserves
& after AT1 cost) of KD23.3 million ($76.7 mil-
lion), and enabled us to accelerate comfort-
ably the bookings of KD5 million ($16.5 mil-
lion) in precautionary reserves and KD8.5 mil-
lion ($28.1 million) investments provisions for
some available for sale (AFS) securities, and
still achieving a net income as reported of
KD21.1 million ($69.3 million) in the Q2’17.     

Financial indicators
Majed Essa Al-Ajeel also said: “Our leading

financial indicators continue to point to the
right direction both in Kuwait and interna-
tional operations. I remain confident and opti-
mistic of the group’s strong performance
going forward.”

“On behalf of the board, I take this opportu-
nity to thank our customers and shareholders

for their confidence in our capabilities and our
regulators; the Central Bank of Kuwait, for their
support. I would also like to thank our execu-
tive management team for their leadership
and the excellent execution of the corporate
strategy, and to our staff for their continued
support and commitment,” concluded Al-Ajeel. 

The consolidated financials encompass the
results of the Group’s operations in Kuwait,
and its share from its regional subsidiaries,
namely Burgan Bank - Turkey, Gulf Bank
Algeria, Bank of Baghdad, Tunis International
Bank. Burgan Bank Group has one of the
largest regional branch networks with more
than 180 branches across Kuwait, Turkey,
Algeria, Iraq, Tunis, Lebanon and representa-
tive offices in Dubai-United Arab Emirates. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second

largest by assets in Kuwait, with a significant
focus on the corporate and financial institu-
tions sectors, as well as having a growing
retail ,  and private bank customer base.
Burgan Bank has majority owned subsidiaries
in the MENAT region supported by one of the
largest regional branch networks.

The Bank has continuously improved its
performance over the years through an
expanded revenue structure, diversified fund-
ing sources, and a strong capital base. The
adoption of state-of-the-art services and tech-
nology has positioned it as a trendsetter in the
domestic market and within the MENA region.
Burgan Bank’s brand has been created on a
foundation of real values - of trust, commit-
ment, excellence and progression, to remind
us of the high standards to which we aspire.
‘People come first’ is the foundation on which
its products and services are developed.

The bank was re-certified with the presti-
gious ISO 9001:2008, making it the first bank
in the GCC, and the only bank in Kuwait to
receive such accreditation for the third con-
secutive year. The Bank also has to its credit
the distinction of being the only Bank in
Kuwait to have won the JP Morgan Chase
Quality Recognition Award for twelve consec-
utive years.  

Burgan Bank, a subsidiary of KIPCO (Kuwait
Projects Company), is a strongly positioned
regional Bank in the MENA region. 
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Burgan Bank Group announces 2017 H1 earnings

DALLAS: In this May 19, 2017 file photo, job seeker Dalvin Jones (left) chats with Valmira Haxhimusa during the Opportunity Fair and Forum employment event in
Dallas. The US Labor Department reported on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits the week before. —AP ( See Page 38)

Group’s net income up 24% reaching KD38.9 million

Burgan Bank Group
Chairman Majed Essa
Al-Ajeel 

● Operating strength,  efficien-
cies, and prudence remain the
focus
● Loans and advances grew by 4%
since December 31, 2016, reaching
KD4.4 billion
● Deposits grew by 5% to reach
KD3.9 billion
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WASHINGTON:  Fewer Americans applied for job-
less aid last week, as the number of people seeking
benefits stays near historic lows pointing to a robust
job market. 

THE NUMBERS: Weekly unemployment applica-
tions fell by 15,000 to a seasonally- adjusted 233,000,
the Labor Department said yesterday. It was the largest
weekly drop since late April.  The less volatile four-week
average declined by 2,250 to 243,750. The number of
people collecting unemployment benefits has fallen
9.7 percent over the past 12 months to 1.87 million.

THE TAKEAWAY: The job market appears solid
as the US enters its ninth year of recovery from the
Great Recession. Employers are holding onto
workers with the expectation that business will
continue to improve. Jobless claims - a close indi-
cation of layoffs - have come in below 300,000 for
124 weeks in a row. That’s the longest such stretch
since 1970, when the US population was much
smaller.

KEY DRIVERS: After a weak start this year, the
economy is expected to grow at roughly 2 per-

cent. That would be roughly in line with annual
gains during the recovery. Consistent hiring has
helped sustain the gradual recovery, although the
expansion is starting to show its age as the pace
of job gains has slowed this year. The unemploy-
ment rate has fallen to a healthy 4.4 percent. The
Labor Department’s report for June showed that
US employers added a robust 222,000 jobs, the
most in four months and a reassuring sign that
businesses may be confident enough to keep hir-
ing despite a slow-growing economy. —AP

US weekly requests for jobless aid fall to 233,000

LONDON/GENEVA: British trade minister
Liam Fox said yesterday a bespoke trade
deal between Britain and the European
Union should be “one of the easiest in
human history” to reach - although his coun-
try could manage without one if necessary.

Sterling slipped back below $1.30 on
concern about the Brexit talks coming to an
end with no deal in place, something many
economists have warned could cripple busi-
ness activity.

Fox, a euroskeptic who campaigned for

Britain to leave the European Union, said a
trade deal should be simple because the two
sides already have similar regulatory rules
and no tariffs. “The only reason that we
wouldn’t come to a free and open agree-
ment is because politics gets in the way of
economics,” he told the BBC in a radio inter-
view. But he added that Britain could “sur-
vive” without a deal, in comments that con-

trast sharply with the view of finance minis-
ter Philip Hammond, who has said that no
deal with the EU - the largest trading bloc in
the world - would be a “very, very bad out-
come.” British and EU Brexit negotiators are
due to say yesterday how their first round of
talks has gone. Fox is later due to deliver a
speech in Geneva in which he will urge new
global trade liberalization.

A draft text of his speech at the
Graduate Institute showed Fox will call for a
new round of global trade reforms to bring

World Trade Organization rules up to date
with the digital economy. “While much
political activity in Europe has been
focused on Brexit, it is essential that we
don’t lose sight of the big picture, and the
potential for all of us to benefit from anoth-
er round of liberalization under the WTO,”
he says in the draft seen by Reuters. He will
also say Britain sees the agenda of global

trade being shaped by the digital economy,
trade promotion as the main tool of devel-
opment, and trade in services.

Britain wants to see a “positive outcome”
on the digital economy at the WTO’s two-
yearly ministerial conference in Buenos Aires
in December, according to the draft.

Fox earlier told the BBC he expects Prime
Minister Theresa May to remain in power for
the rest of this parliament after losing her
majority in last month’s election.

May’s control of her cabinet, which is
divided over Brexit, has been severely weak-
ened by the election result, reopening the
debate about the nature of Britain’s EU exit.

There has also been speculation that she
may not be able to serve out her full term in
office, an idea Fox rejected. “I think that the
prime minister is likely to be there for the
rest of this parliament. I think she has the
support of her colleagues in the House of
Commons. I think she has a mandate to be
the prime minister,” Fox said.

Protectionism
Britain is looking at all bilateral tools for

increasing trade ties with the United States,
but it also wants to steer Washington from a
trade policy that is too protectionist, British
trade minister Liam Fox said yesterday.

“It’s very important that we keep the
United States oriented towards an open free
trading approach because it is the world’s
biggest economy and what happens there
will affect everybody else,” Fox told an audi-
ence of diplomats and academics in Geneva.

“So I think directing the debate away
from some of the protectionist noises
into a free market rules-based debate is a
very important discussion for  us to
have.” —Reuters

Fox says UK-EU trade deal 
‘easiest in human history’
‘Important to steer US away from protectionism’

US stocks flat as ECB, BOJ
keep interest rates low

NEW YORK: Wall Street stocks paused near record levels ear-
ly yesterday following decisions by central banks in Europe
and Japan  to keep interest rates low. European Central Bank
chief Mario Draghi sought to play down expectations the
bank could soon announce an end to its mass bond-buying
program, preaching a “patient” attitude towards meeting
inflation targets.  The Bank of Japan slashed its annual infla-
tion forecast and once again delayed its timetable for hitting
a two percent target. Investors have grappled with signs
major central banks are starting to  shift away from easy-
money policies enacted since the 2008 financial crisis. 

However, the decisions yesterday suggested the road to
tighter monetary policy may be longer than expected, ana-
lysts said. About 15 minutes into trading, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average was at  21,624.91, down 0.1 percent.

The broad-based S&P 500 added 0.1 percent to 2,475.44,
while the tech-rich Nasdaq Composite Index rose a hair to
6,386.67. The Dow, S&P 500 and Nasdaq all closed at records
Wednesday. Dow member American Express dipped 0.8 per-
cent after reporting a 33 percent drop in second-quarter net
profit to $1.3 billion due to higher costs as it  faces stiffened
competition for credit card customers. 

Euro slips
The euro fell to a two-day low after the European Central

Bank (ECB) left  its ultra-easy monetary policy stance
unchanged. The euro hit $1.14855, down 0.3 percent to a
two-day low, off a high of $1.15320 before yesterday’s rate
decision, but still maintaining gains of 3 percent since ECB
President Mario Draghi’s Sintra speech last month.

Yesterday’s decision means the ECB is keeping rates at
record lows and even leaving the door open to more asset
buying if the economic outlook worsens. “While they may be
leaning towards an exit from stimulus policies, they don’t
want to tip their hands yet and the strategy seems to be post-
poning any decision to September,” said Michael Hewson,
chief markets strategist at CMC Capital Markets who believes
the euro should weaken more from current levels.

With the common currency up 3 percent over the last
month and German bond yields firming in recent weeks,
market expectations had built up prior to the decision that
the ECB would tweak its policy to signal an impending policy
tightening. Draghi’s June 27 comments in Sintra, Portugal,
hinting at the possibility of changes to the central bank’s
aggressive stimulus sparked a “taper tantrum” that sent the
euro and bond yields sharply higher. —Agencies

British trade minister Liam Fox

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk in front of a stock quota-
tion board flashing the Nikkei 225 key index of the
Tokyo Stock Exchange in front of a securities com-
pany in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP

MAPUTO: Mozambique must fill in “critical information
gaps” over $2 billion of secret government loans, the
International Monetary Fund said yesterday, in a scandal that
has damaged the nation’s economy. At the end of a 10-day
mission to Mozambique, IMF officials expressed dissatisfac-
tion with continuing uncertainty about debts built up by
state-owned companies from loans by foreign banks includ-
ing Credit Suisse.

A recent audit by New York-based forensic accountants
Kroll concluded that $500 million of the $2 billion was still
unaccounted for. “Critical information gaps remain unad-
dressed regarding the use of loans proceeds,” the IMF said.

“The team urged the government to take steps to fill the
information gaps and to enhance its action plan to strengthen
transparency.” The government secretly borrowed $2 billion

between 2012 and 2014 to fund a coastal protection project.
In December a commission of inquiry found that the gov-

ernment had broken the law when it failed to seek parlia-
mentary clearance for the loans.

The government later explained the money was used to
fund military vessels and defense equipment and said it did
not disclose them as a matter of national security. The debts
were taken out in anticipation of a windfall from recently dis-
covered natural gas deposits-but that has so far failed to
materialize and the government has been unable to pay the
money back.

Several major donors-including the IMF and World Bank-
suspended aid to the southern African nation. The IMF said it
expects Mozambique’s gross domestic product (GDP) to
reach 4.7 percent in 2017, up from 3.8 percent in 2016. —AFP

IMF calls for Mozambique to come clean on debts



PARIS: French Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire said yes-
terday that Britain must pay what it owes to the European
Union and it is a non-negotiable prerequisite for Brexit
talks. “I will say what Margaret Thatcher used to say: We
want our money back,” Le Maire said, answering questions
from lawmakers in the economic affairs committee of the
French parliament.

“We can always debate on the amount but on the fact
that the United Kingdom must pay what it owes to the
budget of the European Union, it is a non-negotiable pre-
requisite at the start of the (Brexit) discussions,” Le Maire
said. The EU wants London to accept a bill to cover its
share of EU spending commitments made while Britain
was a member, an amount which Le Maire said could be
up to 100 billion euros ($115 billion).

“The payment by the United Kingdom of its remainder
... is a non-negotiable prerequisite for any discussion of the
future of our relations,” he added. —Reuters
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FRANKFURT AM MAIN: German
chemicals manufacturers expressed
confidence yesterday with regard to
the outlook for the sector, raising their
full-year forecasts for sales and output
after a strong performance during the
first six months. Industry federation VCI
said that sector-wide output increased
by 1.5 percent in the period from
January to June. 

And manufacturers were able to
increase their selling prices as prices
rose for oil, an important raw material,

and capacity utilization increased. The
combination of increased output and
higher prices enabled VCI members to
boost sales by around 5.0 percent to
96.9 billion euros ($111.5 billion) in the
January-June period. Looking to the full
year, the federation raised its forecast
for output growth to 1.5 percent from
1.0 percent previously.

Revenues were also expected to
grow by 5.0 percent to 194 billion
euros, the VCI said. Previously, the fed-
eration had been pencilling in full-year

growth of 3.5 percent. “We are expect-
ing good business to last at home and
abroad,” VCI president Kurt Bock said,
pointing to stable growth forecasts for
producers’ most important markets.

Over the first half year, Europe, Asia
and the United States saw “significant”
increases in sales, Bock said, while a
political and economic crisis in Brazil
weighed on business in South America.

Companies have scaled up plans to
invest in production plants in
Germany, increasing spending by 6.7

percent to around 7.5 billion euros.
With around 450,000 employees, the
chemicals and pharmaceuticals indus-
try is Germany’s third-largest sector,
behind car and machine tool makers.

That gives it a strong voice with
politicians ahead of September elec-
tions. The VCI’s top priority is to reduce
energy prices, driven up by Germany’s
transition to renewables. Members also
want tax breaks for research and devel-
opment and improved transport and
internet infrastructure. — AFP

German chemical industry confident as growth swells

FRANKFURT AM MAIN: European
Central Bank policymakers held key
interest rates and mass bond-buying
unchanged yesterday, sending a calm-
ing message to financial markets look-
ing for hints the bank’s easy money poli-
cy will soon end. Attention was to turn
to central bank chief Mario Draghi’s
press conference, when he is expected
to reassure investors jittery about a pos-
sible end to bond-buying.

Just three monetary policy meetings
remain before December, when the
bank’s 60-billion-euro-per-month ($69
billion) purchases of government and
corporate bonds are presently set to
expire. Most observers expect the cen-
tral bank to soon announce a path out
of bond-buying that will see it “taper” or
wind down the “quantitative easing”
(QE) program step-by-step next year.

That will make a press conference on
Thursday “a balancing act that requires
all of Draghi’s verbal acrobatic skills,”
analyst Carsten Brzeski of ING Diba bank
said ahead of Thursday’s announce-
ment. The ECB must prime the markets
for an end to QE, but also be careful not
to sow panic. Along with historic low
interest rates and cheap loans to banks,
the ECB’s bond-buying is designed to
pump cash into the economy, powering
growth and pushing up prices.

While inflation is still sluggish, eco-
nomic growth in the 19-nation euro-
zone has picked up strongly enough to
dispel the fears of deflation that had
prompted policymakers to launch the
scheme. And the ECB could soon reach
technical limits to its bond buying that
will make the already controversial pro-
gram even more difficult to continue
much beyond the end of the year.

Tiptoeing towards exit 
Such signs mean investors are on

high alert for signals from the central
bank, sensitive to even the tiniest
changes in governors’ carefully-weighed
statements on “forward guidance”.  At a
meeting in June, policymakers chose to
remove a suggestion that interest rates
could be lowered still further if neces-
sary from their regular statement. That
was seen by many as the first hint that
the ECB would begin adjusting its policy
as economic growth gathers pace. 

Speculation was ratcheted up yet fur-
ther when Draghi told a central banking

conference late last month that “as the
economy continues to recover... the
central bank can accompany the recov-
ery by adjusting the parameters of its
policy instruments”.

This was interpreted by markets as a
gesture towards “tapering”, or winding
down bond-buying. And the remarks
pushed up bond yields-the returns
investors can expect from buying gov-
ernment debt-and the value of the euro.

If those trends continue, they could
sap growth in the single currency area.
So, the ECB hastily sought to clarify
Draghi’s words. Nevertheless, the presi-
dent’s comments “opened the back
door to announce a reduction in month-
ly bond purchases from next year in
September or October,” commented
analyst Kristian Toedtmann of Deka
bank. ECB staff are studying different
ways the bank could approach tapering,
Bloomberg News reported Tuesday cit-
ing anonymous sources, although poli-
cymakers have yet to set a date for any
announcement.

Governors are likely to move later
this year “even if the little remaining
inflation data to be published before

then does not clearly point upwards,”
Toedtmann added.

Justifying an end to QE on inflation
data alone will be difficult, as eurozone
prices grew by 1.3 percent in June-well
short of the ECB target of just below 2.0
percent. Central bank forecasts include
inflation of 1.5 percent this year and just
1.3 percent in 2018.

Rate rise far off 
Any observers looking for interest

rates to rise from their historic lows like-
ly have a long wait ahead, analysts
agree. The ECB has for many months
stated that rates will only start to rise
“well after the horizon of net asset pur-
chases” has come to an end.

The bond-buying program itself
might not be completely wound down
until far into 2018, while low inflation
expectations stretching into 2019 would
make it difficult to justify higher rates.
Furthermore, “well-anchored expecta-
tions about future interest rates will help
the ECB limit unwanted large market
reactions to the impending end of QE,”
adding to the pressure to hold rates
down, Deka’s Toedtmann noted. — AFP

LONDON: Official figures show that retail sales in Britain
bounced back during June, with the warm weather bolstering
clothing sales in particular.

The Office for National Statistics said yesterday that retail
sales grew by a monthly 0.6 percent, a solid recovery follow-
ing May’s 1.1 percent fall. The increase was modestly ahead of
market expectations for a 0.4 percent increase. Kate Davies,
the agency’s senior statistician, said a particularly warm June
seems to have prompted strong sales in clothing, which com-
pensated for a decline in food and fuel sales during the
month.

The monthly rise means retail sales grew by 1.5 percent in
the quarter, following a 1.4 percent drop in the first, meaning
the sector will have been a positive contributor to growth.
Second-quarter growth figures are due next Wednesday. —AP

ECB holds steady as 
markets await hints
Draghi to reassure investors on bond-buying

FRANKFURT AM MAIN: This file photo taken on December 3, 2015 shows the
headquarters of the European Central Bank (ECB) on the banks of the river
Main in Frankfurt am Main, western Germany. —AFP

LONDON: In this file photo dated Dec. 23, 2016, people
pass a sale sign in a shop window off Oxford Street in
London. — AP

Warm weather helps 
British retail sales 

rebound in June 

France’s minister 
tells UK: We want 
our money back
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TOKYO: The Bank of Japan yesterday
slashed its annual inflation forecast and
once again delayed its timetable for hit-
ting a two percent target as the econo-
my struggles to gain traction despite
years of stimulus. Central bankers also
decided to maintain the BoJ’s ultra-
loose monetary policy at a time when
their counterparts in other major
economies from the Americas to Europe
consider ending the era of cheap cash.

The bank said it now expects the
core consumer price index to rise 1.1
percent in the year to March, down from
its April estimate of 1.4 percent, while its
March 2019 prediction was cut to 1.5
percent from 1.7 percent. In a statement
after the policy meeting the bank also
said it now expects to achieve the two
percent objective sometime in the year
to March 2020.

Officials had originally set in 2013 a
two-year timeline when unveiling the
bank’s massive monetary easing pro-
gram as part of Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s push to kickstart growth in the
world’s number-three economy. “The BoJ
has already pushed out the timeline sev-
eral times. Now four years have passed,
and there is no sign the inflation rate is
rising,” Masaaki Kanno, chief economist
at Sony Financial Holdings in Tokyo and a
former BoJ official, told Bloomberg TV.

However, the bank did lift its eco-
nomic growth outlook to 1.8 percent for
the current fiscal year from its previous
estimate of 1.6 percent. It also hiked its fis-
cal 2018 outlook by 0.1 percentage point

to 1.4 percent.
Tokyo’s years-
long effort to
k i c k s t a r t
growth-a blend
of massive
monetary eas-
ing, govern-
ment spending
and red-tape
slashing-stoked
a stock market

rally, weakened the yen and fattened cor-
porate profits. But growth in the wider
economy remains fragile. 

While Japan’s job market is tight,
individual spending-which accounts for
more than a half of the country’s gross
domestic product-has remained in the
deep freeze. Bank governor Haruhiko
Kuroda called the further delay in hitting
the target “unfortunate” at a news con-
ference after the meeting, saying other
central banks have also missed their
intended marks. The bank will continue
to do what is necessary but sees no
need at present to add more stimulus,
he said, stressing: “The momentum
toward achieving the two-percent goal
remains intact.”

Yen weakens 
But analysts expressed skepticism.

“Even after today’s downward adjust-
ments, the bank’s inflation forecasts for
the current fiscal year remain too high
and there is little chance of hitting the
two percent target next year either,”

Marcel Thieliant, economist at Capital
Economics, said in a commentary. “The
upshot is that we expect the bank to
leave policy settings unchanged for the
foreseeable future.” 

The dollar was up at 112.38 yen in
the afternoon from lows of around
111.80 yen touched earlier in the morn-
ing, but the Nikkei 225 ended up 0.62
percent. “Yen-selling accelerated follow-
ing the announcement as the delay in
(achieving) the inflation target generally
means the BoJ would have to continue
its easing in sharp contrast to other
major central banks moving to tighten-
ing,” Tomohiro Nishida, a dealer at
Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Bank, told AFP.
Expectations the BoJ will stick to its

loose policy path for some time has
dragged the yen down against other
major currencies, with the euro up more
than 10 percent this year and the pound
around seven percent higher.

Government and central bank offi-
cials have blamed external factors, such
as falling energy prices and uncertainty
related to emerging economies, for fail-
ure to achieve the target.

Falling prices can discourage spend-
ing by consumers, who might postpone
purchases until prices drop more or they
might save money instead.  That puts
pressure on businesses, creating a cycle
in which firms then cut back on expand-
ing production, hiring new workers or
boosting wages. — AFP

BoJ slashes annual inflation forecasts

PARIS: Air France yesterday unveiled a
new lower-cost subsidiary called Joon that
will specifically target well-travelled mil-
lenials. A new medium-haul service will
begin operating from Charles de Gaulle air-
port in Paris later this year, with long-haul
flights to follow in summer 2018.

The French carrier unveiled details of its
new service after resolving a lengthy dispute
between the management and pilots over the
establishment of the subsidiary.

Joon is “especially aimed at a young work-
ing clientele, the millennials (18 to 35 year-
olds), whose lifestyles revolve around digital
technology”, Air France said in a statement,
without elaborating on what new technology
would be deployed. The name was chosen “to
illustrate a positive state of mind”, it added.
Joon is aimed at helping Air France compete
with the increasingly intense competition from
budget European carriers such as Easyjet and
Gulf airlines such as Emirates.

However, the airline said: “Joon will not be a
low-cost airline as it will offer original products
and services that reflect those of Air France.”
While Air France’s pilots have agreed to support
the new subsidiary on condition they will receive
the same pay and conditions as on the main air-
line, the hiring of stewards, hostesses and part of
the ground personnel for the new service will be
outsourced. The pilots were initially hostile to
the plan, fearing they would be forced to accept
lower wages. In September 2014, they struck
work for two weeks over the expansion of Air
France’s low-cost European subsidiary
Transavia, grounding thousands of flights. —AP

WASHINGTON: A Republican budget blue-
print that would begin to clear a path for a
GOP effort to overhaul the tax code this fall
is headed to an uncertain fate after winning
a key committee vote Wednesday night.

The Budget Committee plan faces
opposition from both hard-core conserva-
tives and more moderate Republicans
even as it advanced through the GOP-con-
trolled panel on a party-line 22-14 vote. It
remains short of the votes required to pass
through the House and advance to the
Senate,  where further complications
await. The plan proposes deep cuts to
safety net programs like Medicaid and
food stamps and reprises a controversial
Medicare plan strongly opposed by
President Donald Trump -  though
Republicans are expected to only try to
deliver on a small fraction of the cuts.

Instead, to most Republicans on Capitol
Hill, the most important element of the
plan is the procedural pathway it would
clear to allow Republicans to pass their top
priority - an overhaul of the tax code - later
this year without fear of a blockade by
Senate Democrats. Republicans argue that
growing deficits and debt are part of the
reason for slow economic growth and that
big benefit plans like Medicare and
Medicaid need changes now to keep them
from going broke for future generations.

Simple principle
“Both part ies  in Washington have

failed to abide by a simple principle that
all American families and small businesses
do - that we must live within our means,”
said Budget Chairman Diane Black, R-
Tenn. “Balancing the budget requires us
to make tough choices, but the conse-
quences of inaction far outweigh any
political risks we may face.” But like the
GOP’s health care repeal and replace
efforts and its moribund hopes to boost
infrastructure, the GOP budget outline
faces opposition from both wings of the
party. Republican conservatives want
more of its proposed cuts to actually take
effect in follow-up legislation, while mod-
erates want to focus on tax reform instead
of cuts to food stamps or federal employ-
ee pensions.

The nonbinding GOP plan promises to cut
more than $5 trillion from the budget over
the coming decade, though Republicans
only appear serious about enacting a rela-
tively modest 10-year, $203 billion deficit cut
over the same period through filibuster-
proof follow-up legislation.

But Democrats blasted the sweeping
cuts in the plan. “This is exactly what the
American people don’t want or expect out
of their government - that we would pro-
vide tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans
and corporations and pay for it on the
backs of people who are struggling to
make their lives better,” said top panel
Democrat John Yarmuth of Kentucky. The
measure also revives a provocative propos-

al to turn Medicare into a voucher-like pro-
gram for future retirees. Experts say that
change would likely increase costs for ben-
eficiaries and deny them the coverage
guarantees of Medicare.

Republicans easily rejected Democratic
attempts to protect the Obama health law,
restore Medicaid, and increase spending for
domestic programs renewed by Congress
each year. While exempting Social Security,
veterans and defense, the plan proposes
cuts across the  rest of the budget to turn
this year’s projected $700 billion-or-so
deficit into a tiny $9 billion surplus by 2027.
It would do so by slashing $5.4 trillion over
the coming decade, including almost $500
billion from Medicare and $1.5 trillion from
Medicaid and the Obama-era health law.

It also contains its share of gimmicks,
including $1.8 trillion in deficit cuts over
the coming decade from rosy projections of
economic growth averaging 2.6 percent
over 10 years. Another $700 billion in sav-
ings would come from a crackdown on
“improper payments” such as tax credits
and Social Security and Medicare benefits
going to people who don’t qualify for
them. Many of its cuts are unspecified.

But in the immediate future the GOP
measure is a budget buster. It would add
almost $30 billion to Trump’s $668 billion
request for national defense next year and
rejects most of Trump’s proposed cuts to
domestic agencies - only to promise deep-
er, nonbinding cuts in the future. —AP

US budget plan faces uncertain 
fate after clearing House panel

Air France 
unveils Joon, the 

‘millenials’ airline

Ultra-loose monetary policy to stay; no timetable yet for 2% growth target

TOKYO: A poster promoting a summer sale is seen at a shopping mall in Tokyo
yesterday. The Bank of Japan yesterday slashed its annual inflation forecast
and once again delayed its timetable for hitting a two percent target as the
economy struggles to gain traction despite years of stimulus. —AFP 

Haruhiko Kuroda
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BEIJING: Fitch Ratings said yesterday
China’s renewed commitment to con-
tain financial risks signals a possible
shift away from high economic growth
targets, though policymakers are likely
to remain cautious about tightening
too aggressively.

Chinese regulators and officials
emphasized their commitment to
tighter financial regulations at the
recent National Financial Work
Conference. The once-in-five-years

meeting typically sets the tone for poli-
cy for the subsequent few years.
President Xi Jinping said at the confer-
ence that a new Financial Stability and
Development Committee will be set up
under the State Council, or cabinet, and
the central bank will take on a bigger
role in managing financial market risks.

But there is still uncertainty over
whether the drive to address risks will
continue to take priority if the econo-
my slows, Fitch said. “This could signal

rising potential for a more decisive
shift in policy focus away from hitting
high growth targets, but there is still
uncertainty over whether the drive to
address risks will continue to take pri-
ority if the economy slows,” Fitch said
in a statement. The economy expand-
ed a faster-than-expected 6.9 percent
in the second quarter, setting China on
course to comfortably meet its 2017
growth target of around 6.5 percent.

Tightening is likely to become more

targeted as authorities try to limit the
impact on economic growth, Fitch
said. China will be wary of triggering a
liquidity crunch through regulatory
tightening, making an abrupt clamp-
down on shadow banking activities
unlikely, the ratings agency said.

Last week, Fitch maintained its A+
rating on China with a stable outlook,
citing the strength of the country’s
external finances and macroeconomic
record. —Reuters

Fitch: China’s regulation pledge could signal shift
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JAKARTA: A vendor rests next to his stall selling fish while waiting for customers in Jakarta yesterday. —AFP

ADB: Asia growth outlook 

brightens on solid exports 

China 2017, 2018 growth revised upwards
MANILA: The Asian Development Bank
raised its 2017 and 2018 growth forecasts
for the region, reflecting rising exports as
manufacturers of smartphones to cars to
other consumer goods benefited from
improving global demand. Developing Asia
- made up of 45 countries in the Asia-Pacific
region - is expected to grow 5.9 percent and
5.8 percent this year and next, the Manila-
based ADB said in the update of its Asian
Development Outlook yesterday. They are a
step up from April forecasts of 5.7 percent
for both years. An upturn in global demand
since late last year has given trade-depen-
dent Asian economies much needed
momentum, with the United States and
Europe also showing improving growth. 

Developing Asia grew by 5.8 percent
last year. The update of the Development
Outlook raised China’s 2017 and 2018
growth forecasts to 6.7 percent and 6.4 per-
cent, respectively, from 6.5 percent and 6.2
percent, driven by strong consumption and
improving shipments. China’s economy
beat expectations with 6.9 percent growth
in the second quarter, in part driven by
firmer exports and production, which could

heighten trade tensions as the United
States and Beijing begin economic talks on
Wednesday. “Despite lingering uncertain-
ties surrounding the strength of the global
recovery, we feel that the region’s
economies are well-placed to face potential
shocks to the outlook,” Yasuyuki Sawada,
ADB’s chief economist, said in a statement.
Inflation across the region is expected to
remain under control, helped by well-
behaved food and fuel prices, the ADB said.
It cut this year’s inflation projection to 2.6
percent from 3.0 percent, and next year’s
forecast to 3.0 percent from 3.2 percent.      

The region should now grow by 5.9 per-
cent this year and 5.8 percent in 2018, the
Manila-based lender said in the report. The
bank updated its earlier forecasts, released
in April, that predicted 5.7 percent growth
for the region this year and next.
“Unanticipated external demand has
improved growth prospects for developing
Asia,” ADB said. “The resulting boost to net
exports all but suspends growth modera-
tion” in China, the region’s largest econo-
my, it added.

The growth outlook for the manufac-

turing dynamos of East Asia is brighter,
with South Korea energised by receding
political uncertainty with the election  of a
new president, it said.  The bank main-
tained its 7.4 percent growth forecast for
India this year and 7.6 percent for 2018,
primarily from strong consumption, and
the rest of South Asia’s prospects also
remained robust.

Southeast Asia is also on track to meet
forecasts of 4.8 percent growth this year
and 5.0 percent next year, helped by high
first quarter growth in Malaysia, the
Philippines and Singapore, the ADB said.

ADB upgraded its forecast growth for
the former Soviet republics of Central Asia,
with Armenia, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan
uplifted by manufacturing and mining.
The bank maintained its earlier projections
for Pacific island economies. It revised its
inflation outlook for developing Asia by
0.4 percentage points this year to 2.6 per-
cent, and by 0.2 percentage points next
year to 3.0 percent. “Ample supply has
held world oil prices low despite rising
demand, while favorable weather has kept
food prices stable.” —Agencies

EasyJet wins AOC 

in Austria, 

upgrades outlook
LONDON: EasyJet has secured an air operator’s certificate in
Austria that will enable it to keep flying across the EU after
Brexit, the low-cost carrier said yesterday, and lifted earnings
guidance. The news, which comes one week after the British
low-cost airline revealed it had applied to Austrian authorities
to establish a new Vienna-based EasyJet Europe division, was
contained in a trading update.

“Our European AOC (air operator’s certificate) has now
been awarded and the first flight by an EasyJet Europe aircraft
takes place today,” said the company’s outgoing chief execu-
tive Carolyn McCall. “That means our flying rights in Europe
will be secure after the UK leaves the EU.”

The Luton-based airline also lifted its profits outlook for the
year on rising third-quarter revenues and passenger numbers,
and “strong” cost controls. Profit before taxation is forecast to
stand between £380 million and £420 million ($495-$550 mil-
lion, 430-474 million euros).

The airline’s previous consensus guidance, given in May,
stood at £367 million. “Following a rigorous and comprehen-
sive year-long process, EasyJet is today announcing that it has
been awarded an AOC by Austro Control and an airline oper-
ating licence by Austria’s Federal Ministry for Transport,
Innovation and Technology,” the carrier said. 

“These allow EasyJet to establish a new airline, EasyJet
Europe, headquartered in Vienna and will enable EasyJet to
continue to operate flights both across Europe and domesti-
cally within European countries after the UK has left the EU.”
The airline will continue to operate those flights “regardless of
the outcome of talks on a future UK-EU aviation agreement”.

The announcement came at the end of a year-long “rigor-
ous and comprehensive” process, it added. EasyJet Europe
will become the group’s third airline division after EasyJet  in
Luton, north of London, and EasyJet Switzerland in Geneva.
Earlier this week, the company announced Monday that
McCall will step down at the end of the year to become head
of British commercial broadcaster ITV. A search for her succes-
sor has already begun.

Britain will leave the EU in March 2019 after voting in a ref-
erendum last year in favour of its departure. —AFP

LARNACA: This file photo taken on November 8,
2015 shows an aircraft from carrier easyJet at
Larnaca airport in the Mediterranean Island of
Cyprus. EasyJet, Europe’s second biggest carrier by
passenger numbers, set up a new Vienna-based divi-
sion yesterday, that will allow it to fly across the EU
regardless of the final outcome of Brexit talks.— AFP
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DENVER: Nolan Arenado lined three homers as part
of his five-hit afternoon and tied a career-high with
seven RBIs, helping the Colorado Rockies complete
a three-game sweep of the San Diego Padres with
an 18-4 victory Wednesday. Trevor Story and Charlie
Blackmon also homered on a scorching day when
the Rockies had a season-high 21 hits. Gerardo Parra
ran his streak of reaching base to 10 straight plate
appearances over three games before flying out in
the fifth. He finished with four singles. Arenado had
a pair of RBI singles to start the game, followed by
solo shots in the fourth and fifth innings, and a
three-run homer in the sixth. He had a chance at a
fourth homer in the eighth and lined out to left. Jon
Gray (3-1) kept the Padres in check until running out
of steam. The right-hander allowed all four of his
runs in the sixth - his last inning of work. Padres
starter Clayton Richard (5-10) lasted just 3 2/3
innings and gave up 11 runs, 10 earned, inflating his
ERA from 4.75 to 5.35. He also matched a team
record by allowing 14 hits.

DODGERS 9, WHITE SOX 1
Kike Hernandez had two home runs to lead surg-

ing Los Angeles in a rain-shortened game, spoiling
the Chicago debut of top prospect Yoan Moncada.
Hernandez broke out of a 1-for-23 slump with home
runs in his first two at-bats, lifting the Dodgers to
their 11th straight win and 31st victory in 35 games.
The game was called in the top of the eighth inning
after a 37-minute delay. Hernandez had solo home
runs in the second and fourth innings, his second
career multihomer game. Chicago starter Carlos
Rodon (1-3) allowed home runs to his first batter, as
Chris Taylor led the game off with one, and his last,
as Corey Seager’s two-run homer in the fourth
chased him. Seager’s blast was his 44th as a short-
stop, passing Rafael Furcal for most career homers
from the position in franchise history. Kenta Maeda
(8-4) allowed one run and five hits in five innings.

ANGELS 7, NATIONALS 0
Alex Meyer allowed only one hit in seven

innings, and Mike Trout and C.J. Cron hit two-run
homers to lead Los Angeles to a victory that
snapped the Washington Nationals’ six-game win-
ning streak. The 6-foot-9 Meyer (4-5) had a perfect
game until he walked Anthony Rendon with two
outs in the fifth. He lost his no-hitter with two outs
in the sixth when Brian Goodwin doubled down
the right-field line. Meyer, Rendon and Goodwin
were all first-round draft picks by the Nationals in
2011. Meyer had been plagued by walks this sea-
son (41 in 60 1/3 innings) but walked only one in
his career-high seven innings Wednesday, while
striking out seven.

CUBS 8, BRAVES 2
Mike Montgomery hit his first home run and

allowed two hits and one run in six innings to lead
streaking Chicago over Atlanta. Javier Baez hit a
three-run homer in the eighth for Chicago, which
stretched its season-best winning streak to six
games since the All-Star break. The Cubs complet-
ed a three-game sweep of the Braves. Kris Bryant,
the Cubs’ 2016 NL MVP, left the game with a
sprained left little finger in the first inning. The
team said X-rays were negative and his status is
day to day. Tommy La Stella, who replaced Bryant,
also homered and Addison Russell drove in two
runs with four hits, including two doubles. The
Braves loaded the bases with three singles off Koji
Uehara in the eighth. After Pedro Strop replaced
Uehara, Matt Kemp grounded into a double play
to end the inning. Montgomery (2-6) earned his
first win since June 20. The only run he allowed
came on a sixth-inning leadoff homer by Ender
Inciarte. RA Dickey (6-6) allowed four runs and sev-
en hits in seven innings.

PIRATES 3, BREWERS 2 
Max Moroff got his first career game-ending hit

with a single in the 10th inning, lifting Pittsburgh
over Milwaukee. Moroff raised his right arm and ran

to first base while his seventh big league hit scored
Josh Harrison. Teammate Gregory Polanco hoisted
the rookie into the air as the Pirates celebrated in the
infield. Harrison reached on a double against former
Pirates reliever Jared Hughes (3-2), who got his first
loss since April 18. Pittsburgh blew a lead in the
eighth before tying it in the ninth against closer
Corey Knebel.  Francisco Cervelli singled home
Moroff, who was pinch-running for David Freese. The
rally began with Freese’s walk and Polanco’s single. It
was the fifth blown save this year for Knebel. Tony
Watson (5-2) pitched a scoreless 10th for the win.

RED SOX 5, BLUE JAYS 1
Dustin Pedroia drove in three, Drew Pomeranz

pitched three-hit ball into the seventh inning and
Boston beat Toronto.

Pomeranz (10-4) allowed an unearned run over
6 2/3 innings to win his fourth straight decision.
Pedroia and Deven Marrero each had two-run sin-
gles with two outs in the second inning to provide

all the offense the Red Sox needed. Pedroia has six
RBIs in the series, which concludes Thursday. Aaron
Sanchez (1-3) gave up five runs, six hits and five
walks in four innings.

GIANTS 5, INDIANS 4
Buster Posey pinch hit a two-out, two-run dou-

ble in the bottom of the eighth inning and San
Francisco defeated Cleveland. Posey, on a scheduled
rest day, doubled off the wall on a 3-2 slider on the
seventh offering from Indians reliever Bryan Shaw
(2-4). The Indians lost for the sixth time in seven
games as they concluded a 1-5 West Coast trip.  The
American League Central front-runners fell to 4-13
in interleague and are winless in six interleague
series. Cory Gearrin (4-3) faced just one batter in the
top of the eighth for the win.

TWINS 6, YANKEES 1
Miguel Sano hit a three-run home run, Jose

Berrios went strong into the seventh inning and
Minnesota beat New York to win its first home series
against the Yankees in nine years. Berrios (9-3)
allowed only one run, his fewest in 11 starts, on a
two-out single by Brett Gardner in the seventh
before being removed. Berrios improved to 6-0 in
seven afternoon turns this season and helped drop

the Yankees to 0-8-2 in their past 10 series. Zack
Granite sparked a six-run surge by the Twins in the
second inning against Yankees starter Jordan
Montgomery (6-5) with a two-run single, his first
major league RBIs. Eduardo Escobar tacked on an
RBI single before Sano crushed an 0-2 curveball into
the bullpen for a 6-0 lead. The All-Star has 23
homers this year.

PHILLIES 10, MARLINS 3
Daniel Nava tied a career high with four hits and

Philadelphia had a season-best 20 hits to beat Miami
and win a road series for only the third time this sea-
son. Nava singled in each of his first four at-bats,
drove in two runs and increased his average to .300.
The Phillies completed a 3-3 trip but still have the
worst record in the majors. Miami’s Giancarlo
Stanton hit his 30th homer to forge a tie with the
Yankees’ Aaron Judge for the major league lead in
homers. Christian Yelich hit his ninth homer for the
Marlins. Both homers came against Nick Pivetta (3-

5), who has allowed 16 homers in 69 1/3 innings this
season. Dan Straily (7-5) lost for the first time since
June 5. He allowed four runs in five innings.

REDS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 3
JD Martinez bruised his left hand, forcing him

out of his debut with Arizona, and Cincinnati ended
its five-game losing streak with a victory by Adam
Duvall’s bases-loaded single in the 11th inning. The
Reds had lost all five games since the All-Star break,
including Arizona’s 11-2 victory on Tuesday night
that featured nine extra-base hits by the
Diamondbacks. The Reds broke their slump by rally-
ing off TJ McFarland (4-2) to snap a 3-3 tie. Billy
Hamilton singled - his third hit of the game - with
one out. Zack Cozart hit a ground-rule double, and
Joey Votto was walked intentionally ahead of
Duvall’s single to right. Michael Lorenzen (5 -2)
pitched two innings for the win. Arizona was
buoyed by getting Martinez from the Tigers for
three prospects, adding a run producer to the mid-
dle of the lineup. Manager Torey Lovullo said
pregame on Wednesday that “it was an exciting
moment” to write his name on the lineup card.

MARINERS 4, ASTROS 1
James Paxton had another strong start against

Houston and rookie Ben Gamel powered the
offense with a two-run homer to give Seattle a win
over the Astros. Paxton (9-3) allowed six hits and
one run in seven innings, after not allowing a run in
his previous two starts against Houston this season.
It’s the fourth straight win for Paxton, who struck
out seven. Houston starter Charlie Morton (7-4)
retired the first nine batters and the Astros led 1-0
before Jean Segura led off the fourth with a single.
Gamel’s first homer since June 23 came next to put
Seattle up 2-1. Segura had two hits and Robinson
Cano and Mike Zunino drove in a run apiece for the
Mariners, who won for the sixth time in seven
games. Edwin Diaz pitched a scoreless ninth for his
18th save.

ORIOLES 10, RANGERS 2
Kevin Gausman pitched six innings of four-hit

ball, Adam Jones homered and scored three runs
and Baltimore beat faltering Texas. Trey Mancini
contributed two hits in a seven-run seventh inning,

including a bases-loaded triple, and Jonathan
Schoop finished with three hits and three RBIs.
Having thus far outscored Texas 25-4 in the series,
the Orioles will attempt to complete a four-game
sweep on Thursday. Gausman (6-7) gave up one run,
struck out eight and walked two. The right-hander
came in with a 6.39 ERA and had allowed a total of
14 runs in his past two starts. Martin Perez (5-7)
allowed five runs, four earned, and seven hits in six
innings.

ATHLETICS 7, RAYS 2
Sonny Gray struck out six pitching into the sev-

enth in what might have been his final home start in
Oakland if the club tries to deal him before the trade
deadline, and the Athletics rallied in the fifth inning
to beat Tampa Bay. Matt Joyce hit a towering homer
to the right-field seats in the eighth for Oakland.
Gray (6-4) won his third straight start and fourth in
five. When speculation arose from the White Sox
side before his Friday outing that the right-hander
had been scratched because of a possible deal, the
A’s quickly announced that he was indeed taking
the mound for his scheduled outing. Oakland got to
Tampa Bay right-hander Jake Faria (4-1) in the fifth.
With seven straight quality starts to begin his career,
Faria took his first big league loss. —AP

Arenado powers Rockies past Padres 18-4

DENVER: Colorado Rockies’ Charlie Blackmon follows the flight of his two-run home run off San Diego Padres relief pitch-
er Kevin Quackenbush in the fourth inning. —AP
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LONDON: Kevin Pietersen said yesterday he has
not ruled out resurrecting his international career
with his native South Africa even though he’ll be
pushing 40 when he requalifies. The 37-year-old
batsman will become eligible to play for the
Proteas in 2019 having not been selected for
England after being sacked in the aftermath of the
2013-14 Ashes defeat in Australia.

“You are talking about in two years’ time.
Would I? Who knows? We’ll have to wait and see
where I am,” said Pietersen after smashing a

thrilling half-century to lead Surrey to a 10-run
win over Essex in front of almost 24,000 fans at
the Oval in the Twenty20 Blast in an explosive
return to English cricket. “I’m going to be playing
a lot of cricket in South Africa over the next two
years, so we’ll see. “I love batting: I will bat for as
long as I  love the art of batting. I  do at the
moment, but I’m an old man now, I’ve just hurt
my calf, I didn’t field. “Who knows where I’ll be in
two years’ time? If I enjoy batting, we’ll see where
I get to. I’m in a very happy place.”

Pietersen hit four sixes in an over on his way to
52 off 35 balls in a Surrey total of 150 for nine on
Wednesday. In reply, Essex were restricted to 140
for seven. Pietersen, who suffered a calf injury
which prevented him from fielding, was playing his
first English domestic match for nearly two years.
He had a lucky escape in the 10th over when he
was dropped by Dan Lawrence off Ashar Zaidi and
added 43 with Dominic Sibley. Pietersen was even-
tually out in the 16th over, three balls after reach-
ing his 40th half-century in T20 cricket. —AFP

Pietersen eyes S Africa international return

SOUTHPORT: England’s Ian Poulter hits from the 12th tee during the first round of the British Open Golf
Championship, at Royal Birkdale. —AP

SOUTHPORT: Stuart Manley was up part of the night tend-
ing to his 6-month-old son, and so nervous when he stood
on the first tee that he thought he wouldn’t be able to hit
the ball. By the time he had finished his first round in the
British Open the journeyman from Wales had the equally
hard task of explaining how he somehow managed to get
on the leaderboard yesterday at Royal Birkdale.

“I didn’t dream of it. I didn’t think about it,” Manley said.
“I just thought, post a decent score, give myself tomorrow
for making the cut and have a good weekend. I didn’t real-
ly dream I’d be sitting here and being the leader after
round one, so far anyway.” Manley had his reasons for
being surprised. At the age of 38 - after 13 years struggling
as a pro - he was playing in his first British Open and just
hoping for a respectable outing.

Bad night’s sleep 
What he ended up with was an eagle-birdie finish that

gave him a 68 to put him atop the early leaderboard at the
Open - a lead that lasted about an hour before Ian Poulter
came in with a 67. “It happened so quick,” Manley said,
seemingly still in a daze. “I eagled 17, birdied 18. Didn’t
have much time to look at the leaderboards. So it hasn’t
really sunk in, I don’t think yet.”

It wasn’t as if Manley was in good form coming in to the

Open.  After  qual i fy ing with  a  t ie  for  second at  the
Johannesburg Open in February he has made the cut in
only one of his last 10 tournaments. He had a bad night’s
sleep. And then an even worse warmup on the driving
range. “I thought the warmup would have gone better this
morning, but it didn’t,” he said. “So I thought, OK, this is
the game I’ve got. I’m just going to have to plot my way
around, and it seemed to work.”

What Manley did was what more seasoned players are
trying to do at Royal Birkdale. He wanted to avoid the fair-
way bunkers and aim for the front edge of the green on
every hole. Par was his friend, and he made enough of
them - 13 to be exact - that he was in position to take
advantage of the final two holes. It was a score he might
have dreamed about had he slept better overnight.

“I think I’ll sleep a lot better tonight,” he said. “I’m really
pretty tired.” Manley, who once considered playing soccer
professionally before deciding on a career in golf, has
bounced between the European Tour and minor tours and
came into the Open ranked No 520 in the world. But he said
he feels like he is still improving and hasn’t thought about
quitting the game. He likes the travel, and likes to bring
along his dog, Griff, to tournaments when he can. “I’m gut-
ted I didn’t bring him this week, to be fair,” he said. “He’s on
holiday, down in west Wales at the moment.” —AP

No sleep, jittery nerves and 

an opening 68 for Manley

GOLF

Westley set for 

England debut 

against S Africa
LONDON: Essex batsman Tom Westley is in line to make
his England debut at number three in next week’s third
Test against South Africa at The Oval, the England and
Wales Cricket Board announced yesterday. He could be
joined in the side by another newcomer to Test cricket in
Middlesex batsman Dawid Malan, also included in a 13-
man squad for what will be the 100th Test at The Oval,
which starts on Thursday, July 27.

Gary Ballance, England’s number three in their crush-
ing 346-run defeat in the second Test at Trent Bridge
last week that saw South Africa level the four-match
series at 1-1, was ruled out on Tuesday with a broken
finger. “Essex’s Tom Westley is set to earn his first cap,
with selectors confirming he will bat at number three in
the 100th Test at the Oval,” said an ECB statement
issued as the selectors took the unusual setp of con-
firming the newcomer’s place in the side long in
advance of the match.

“Middlesex batsman Dawid Malan is also included in
the squad for the first time and could feature if England
decide on selecting an extra batsman when they con-
firm their starting line-up next week. “England will
report to the Kia Oval on Tuesday, where they will train
in the afternoon.”

England born but South Africa raised Malan looks as if
he will go head-to-head with spin-bowling all-rounder
Liam Dawson for a place in the side. But struggling open-
er Keaton Jennings is set to retain his place alongside
Alastair Cook, with in-form Surrey batsman Mark
Stoneman missing out on a call-up on his home ground.
Meanwhile Malan’s county colleague Toby Roland-Jones,
also uncapped, will vy for a place among England’s pace
attack with Mark Wood. Durham quick Wood has strug-
gled for form this series but has been passed fit following
a heel problem.

Ballance struggles 
Yorkshire left-hander Ballance would, however, have

been under pressure to retain his position even if fully fit.
He has averaged a meagre 21.25 in four innings so far this
series, with a top score of 34, in what is the Zimbabwe-
born batsman’s third crack at Test cricket. England were
bowled out for just 133 on the fourth day at Trent Bridge,
with Ballance dismissed for four. Their top-order batting
has long been a concern, hence the call-ups for both
Westley, 28, and Malan, 29.

Westley has been in good form for County
Championship leaders Essex so far this season, scoring
478 First Division runs, including two centuries, at an aver-
age of 53.11. Significantly, he also made 106 not out
against a strong South Africa attack for the second-string
England Lions at Worcester last month. 

Malan, who made a match-winning debut in England’s
deciding Twenty20 victory against South Africa in Cardiff
last month, with 78 off 44 balls in Cardiff, has been a con-
sistent performer in red-ball cricket with Middlesex. He
averages 42.50 in the County Championship so far this
season, with a top score of 115. —AFP 
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NEW YORK: Players on American Hockey League
contracts will be eligible to play in the 2018
Winter Olympics.  President and CEO David
Andrews confirmed through a league spokesman
Wednesday that teams were informed they could
loan players on AHL contracts to national teams
for the purposes of  participating in the
Pyeongchang Olympics.

The AHL sent a memo to its 30 clubs saying
players could only be loaned for Olympic par-
ticipation from Feb 5-26. The Olympic men’s
hockey tournament runs from Feb 9-25. Like
the NHL, which is not having its players partici-
pate for the first time since 1994, the AHL does

not have an Olympic break in its schedule. The
AHL’s decision does not affect players assigned
to that league on NHL one- or two-way con-
tracts. No final decision has been made about
those players.

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly denied a
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation report that
the league had told its 31 teams that AHL players
could be loaned to play in the Olympics. It was
an AHL memo sent at the direction of that
league’s board of governors. When the NHL
announced in April that it wouldn’t be sending
players to South Korea after participating in five
consecutive Olympics, Andrews said the AHL

was prepared for Canada, the United States and
other national federations to request players.

“I would guess we’re going to lose a fair num-
ber of players,” Andrews said in April. “Not just to
Canada and the US, but we’re going to lose
some players to other teams, as well. But we’re
used to that. Every team in our league has usual-
ly got two or three guys who are on recalls to the
NHL, so it’s not going to really change our com-
petitive integrity or anything else.” The US and
Canada are expected to rely heavily on players in
European professional leagues and college and
major junior hockey to fill out Olympic rosters
without NHL players. —AP

AHL allows players to go to Olympics

LOVELOCK:  OJ Simpson once
thrilled crowds as he ran for touch-
downs and hurdled airport seats in
car rental ads to achieve Hollywood
celebrity before he was acquitted of
murder in the 1995 “trial of the cen-
tury” in Los Angeles.

Now, an aging Simpson wil l
appear as inmate No 1027820 in a
starkly  plain hearing room in a
remote Nevada prison Thursday to
plead for his freedom. He’s spent
more than eight years behind bars
for armed robbery and assault with a
weapon after trying to take back
sports memorabilia in a budget hotel
room in Las Vegas.

Simpson, 70, will ask four parole
board members who sided with him
once before to release him in
October, a likely possibility with his
clean prison record. It will be a stun-
ning scene for a charismatic star
once known as “The Juice” who won
the Heisman Trophy as the best US
college football player in 1968 and
was enshrined in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in 1985.

He appeared to have it  al l .  He
went on to star in Hertz commercials
and movies like the “Naked Gun”
comedies and serve as a commenta-
tor for “Monday Night Football”
before his former wife, Nicole Brown
Simpson, and her fr iend Ronald
Goldman were slain in 1994. Simpson
is expected to reiterate that he has
kept a promise to stay out of trouble,
coaches in the prison gym where he
works and counsels other inmates. 

“I guess, my age, guys come to
me,” Simpson told parole officials
four years ago. The same commis-
sioners granted him parole on some
of his 12 charges in 2013, leaving
him with four years to serve before
reaching his  minimum term. At
Simpson’s side in his bid for freedom
will be lawyer Malcolm LaVergne,
close fr iend Tom Scotto,  s ister
Shirley Baker and daughter Arnelle
Simpson.

OJ Simpson is expected to explain
what he would do and where he
would live if he is granted parole
after reaching the nine-year mini-
mum of his 33-year sentence. He was

convicted in 2008 after enlisting
some men he barely knew, including
two with guns, to retrieve from two
sports collectibles sellers some items
that Simpson said were stolen from
him a decade earlier.

‘I would give it all back’
“My crime was trying to retrieve

for my family my own property,”
Simpson told the parole officials in
2013 before apologizing. “Make no
mistake, I would give it all back,” he
said, “to get these last five years
back.” The items disappeared after
Simpson was found not guilty in the
1994 killings of his ex-wife and her
fr iend and before he was found
liable in 1997 in civil court for the
deaths.

He was ordered to pay $33.5 mil-
lion to survivors including his children
and the Goldman family. A Goldman
family spokesman said Ron
Goldman’s father and sister, Fred and
Kim, won’t be part of Simpson’s
parole hearing but that they felt
apprehensive about “how this will
change their l ives again should

Simpson be released.” “They will
remain patient and optimistic that
the system will do what is necessary
to ensure the public’s safety remains
a priority and that proper justice will
be served,” spokesman Michael
Wright said this week. The Goldmans
believe Simpson got away with mur-
der in Los Angeles, and many people
felt the stiff sentence handed down in
2008 in Las Vegas wasn’t just about
the robbery.

Now, even the retired district attor-
ney who prosecuted Simpson for the
heist acknowledges that Simpson has
a good chance to go free. But David
Roger denied Simpson’s sentence
was “payback” for his acquittal in the
Los Angeles slayings. The former
prosecutor said Simpson took a gam-
ble when he rejected an offer to avoid
trial by pleading guilty to a felony
that could have gotten him 21/2
years in prison. “He thought he was
invincible, and he rolled the dice,”
Roger said. This story has been cor-
rected to show that Nicole Brown
Simpson was OJ Simpson’s ex-wife at
the time of her death. —AP

From sports star to inmate: 

Simpson to plead for parole

LeBron loses ‘best teammate’ 

Jones to Phoenix exec post

LOS ANGELES: Former Cleveland Cavaliers reserve James
Jones, who alongside LeBron James has reached the past sev-
en NBA Finals, was named vice president of basketball opera-
tions for the Phoenix Suns on Wednesday. The move was
announced by Suns owner Robert Sarver, who also revealed a
contract extension, reportedly through the 2019-20 season,
for 36-year-old general manager Ryan McDonough.

Jones, also 36, was a forward for the Suns from 2005-2007,
helping the team to the 2006 Western Conference finals. He
will report to McDonough and with him oversee all basket-
ball-related matters, including trades, free agent deals and
the NBA Draft.

His departure removes another familiar face around James
on the Cavaliers roster as James ponders the coming season
and what his team can do to overcome the Golden State
Warriors, who beat Cleveland in the NBA Finals for the second
time in three consecutive meetings for the title. James, who
has called Jones “the best teammate I’ve ever had,” led the
Cavaliers in the greatest comeback in NBA Finals history from
3-1 down to win the best-of-seven series in 2016. The
Warriors won a rematch in five games last month.

James has reportedly been unsatisfied with the moves
made by Cleveland to obtain off-season talent to better com-
pete with the Kevin Durant-powered Warriors, notably miss-
ing out on deals for Jimmy Butler and Chris Paul after general
manager David Griffin parted ways with the Cavs. Jones, a
former secretary-treasurer for the NBA players union, played
alongside James for four seasons in Miami, resulting in two
titles and four finals appearances, and the past three seasons
in Cleveland. He also played as a backup forward for Indiana,
Portland and Phoenix in his 14 NBA campaigns.

“We are thrilled to add James Jones to our staff,” said
McDonough. “James has a wealth of experiences that will
greatly benefit our organization. He is a three-time NBA
champion and has been one of the top executives with the
National Basketball Players Association over the past few
years.” Jones averaged 7.8 points and 2.8 rebounds in 151
games with the Suns. He played in 48 regular-season games
and eight playoff contests for the Cavaliers last season and
has career averages of 5.2 points and 1.8 rebounds.

McDonough came to Phoenix after 10 seasons in basket-
ball operations with the Boston Celtics, serving as assistant
general manager for the final three and helping the team
take the 2008 NBA title. The Suns went 24-58 last season, the
NBA’s second-worst record and worst in the Western
Conference. Phoenix has not been to the NBA Playoffs since
reaching the Western Conference finals in 2010. They haven’t
reached the NBA Finals since 1993. “We have laid the founda-
tion for what we hope will become the next championship
caliber Suns team,” McDonough said. “There is still a lot of
work to be done to reach our ultimate goal of bringing a
championship to Phoenix.” —Agencies

Chalmers back with Grizzlies 
Elsewhere, the Memphis Grizzlies inked Mario Chalmers

to a contract on Wednesday, a day after the guard indicat-
ed he was headed back to his old NBA team. The Grizzlies
did not reveal terms of the deal, but multiple media
reports said Chalmers agreed to a one-year contract.
Chalmers used Instagram on Tuesday to post a picture of
himself in a Grizzlies uniform with a caption that read
“GNG... enough said.” —Agencies

LOS ANGELES: In this June 15, 1995 file photo, OJ Simpson, left, gri-
maces as he tries on one of the leather gloves prosecutors say he wore
the night his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman were
murdered in a Los Angeles courtroom. —AP



WELLINGTON: Christian Leali’ifano’s return to Super Rugby after a
courageous battle with cancer is inspiring players on both sides of
Friday’s quarterfinal between his Brumbies and the defending
champion Hurricanes.

Leali’ifano will take his place on the bench for the Brumbies’
home playoff at Canberra, 11 months after being diagnosed with
leukemia. He underwent a life-saving bone marrow transplant in
late 2016 and was told in February that his cancer is in remission.
The Wallabies utility back made his return to rugby in a festival
match in Singapore in June and later in a fourth-grade club match,
but a hamstring injury delayed his Super Rugby comeback.

Brumbies captain Sam Carter said Leali’ifano’s return for the
playoffs was “an awesome moment for the team, for Brumbies
Rugby and for himself.” “I don’t think people have seen how hard
he’s worked to get in the position he’s in now,” Carter said, “so it’s
very exciting news.” Brumbies coach Stephen Larkham shed light
on Leali’ifano’s struggle to return to top-level rugby. “I’ve seen him
go through some really difficult times,” Larkham said. “I’ve seen
him push himself beyond breaking at times to get right for this.”

Hurricanes players Nehe Milner-Skudder and Brad Shields said
they were moved and inspired by Leali’ifano’s his recovery and
return to rugby. “It was pretty sad to hear what he went through,
but to see him come out the other end and back playing footy ...
I’m inspired by his story and I’ve been a big fan for a long time,” All
Blacks winger Milner-Skudder said.

Good news story 
Leali’ifano’s comeback also ushers in the first round of playoffs

with a good news story which will help submerge widespread
doubts about the fairness of the playoffs format. The Brumbies
earned the right to host the defending champions by winning the
Australian conference, though they won only six of 15 games in the
regular season. Their 34 championship points would only have
been good enough for ninth place on a combined Super Rugby
standings.

At the same time, the Wellington-based Hurricanes won 12
of 15 regular season matches, scoring a competition record
596 points at an average of just under 40 per game and accu-
mulating 58 championship points. That would have placed
them third behind the Lions and Crusaders on a combined
table but, instead, was only good enough for fifth behind the
four conference winners.

The Lions, having qualified in first place, will host the Durban-
based Sharks in Johannesburg in a quarterfinal on Saturday. The
Seven-time champion Crusaders topped the New Zealand confer-
ence but finished two points behind the Lions in second place
overall and will host the Dunedin-based Highlanders in
Christchurch.

The Cape Town-based Stormers, who finished atop the South
Africa One conference but with 20 points fewer than the Crusaders,
earned a home quarterfinal against the Hamilton-based Chiefs.
They faced the same opponent in the same match at the same ven-
ue last season and lost 60-21. The Lions beat the Sharks 27-10 last
week and were propelled into first place when the Crusaders had
their first loss of the season - at the hands of the Hurricanes - after
14 wins. That left the Lions and Crusaders to face quarterfinal der-
bies of which the Crusaders is likely the most difficult.

The Crusaders won both of their regular season games against
the Highlanders by three-point margins: 30-27 in round two and
25-22 in round 15. “If the last two games are anything to go by
there will be a bit of drama and a cliff hanger,” Crusaders assistant
coach Leon MacDonald said. The Lions have also beaten the Sharks
twice this season: 34-29 in round six and again last weekend. —AP
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INDIANAPOLIS: Dale Earnhardt Jr got the replacement
he wanted. Alex Bowman got his dream job. Hendrick
Motorsports announced yesterday that the 24-year-old
Bowman will replace one of the series’ biggest stars in
the No. 88 car next season after Earnhardt retires.
Bowman has big shoes to fill. Earnhardt was named
NASCAR’s most popular driver each of the last 14 sea-
sons and fans of his late father often tracked Junior’s
results following Dale Earnhardt’s fatal crash in the
2001 season opener at Daytona.

“Ever since I was a kid, racing is all I’ve wanted to
do,” Bowman said. “I’ve had so many people believe in
me along the way. My family has sacrificed a lot and
always been behind me. I would never have this

chance without the support of Dale and everyone
involved with the No. 88 team. To be part of Hendrick
Motorsports and for Mr Hendrick to have this confi-
dence in me, it’s just amazing.”

Bowman already has some experience in this job.
When the 42-year-old Earnhardt missed 18 races
because of a concussion last season, Bowman started
10 of them in the No. 88, winning the first Cup pole of
his career and finishing in the top 10 three times. That
was enough to get Earnhardt’s attention and eventual-
ly an endorsement in May.

“Alex Bowman to the 88 next year - is that what you
guys want?” Junior asked during a livestream on
Periscope following the series’ All-Star race. “That

would be pretty awesome to see Alex in that car.
That’s the plan, I hope. . Yeah, Alex in the 88. That
sounds good to me. That kid earned it last year. He ran
good.”

The 24-year-old Bowman performed well enough
to get several full-time offers to drive in the Cup series
this year. Instead, he stayed patient. Bowman said he
turned down each offer as he continued searching for
the right situation. The Tucson, Arizona, native wound
up with no full-time ride in 2017. But with Earnhardt’s
concussion history, Bowman likely knew it wouldn’t be
long until he stepped away. Rick Hendrick’s team con-
templated its options for months before finally decid-
ing bring back Bowman. —AP

Hendrick tabs Bowman as Earnhardt replacement

BRISBANE:  In this Oct 18, 2014 file photo, Australia’s Christian Leali’ifano, center, runs away from New Zealand’s
Richie McCaw, left, during the Bledisloe cup rugby match against New Zealand. —AP

Leali’ifano’s return lights up Super Rugby playoffs

RUGBY

SYDNEY: All Blacks star fly-half Beauden Barrett’s return
boosts defending champions Wellington Hurricanes against
the ACT Brumbies as New Zealand look to underline their
dominance over Australian sides in Friday’s Super Rugby
quarter-final. Four Kiwi teams are in this weekend’s playoffs
with the Canterbury Crusaders hosting the Otago
Highlanders in an all-New Zealand quarter-final and the
Brumbies qualifying as the Australian conference winner
despite a losing 6-9 season record.

It has been a miserable season for Aussie sides, losing all 25
encounters against New Zealand opposition, and the
Brumbies face a tough examination to stay in the title race
against the Hurricanes in chilly Canberra. Barrett, the 2016
world player of the year, missed last week’s final match of the
regular season against the Crusaders with a sinus infection,
while All Blacks hooker Dane Coles will play his first match in
four months off the reserve bench following concussion issues.

The Brumbies were smashed 56-21 by the Hurricanes in
Napier this season but overall the two-time winners hold an
8-4 advantage over them in Canberra, including a 33-20 play-

off win in 1997. “The Brumbies are a quality side and we’re
not reading anything into their results this season,”
Hurricanes head coach Chris Boyd said. “They have a proven
record in Super Rugby over a long period and will be hard to
beat at home.”

Cancer survivor Christian Lealiifano will make his long-
awaited return for the Brumbies off the bench, with the
Wallaby fly-half out of action since his diagnosis with
leukaemia last August. The seven-time champion Crusaders
have made five changes and three positional tweaks to their
starting 15 for the South Island showdown with the
Highlanders tomorrow.

Epic encounter 
There is a fresh front row of Joe Moody, Codie Taylor and

Owen Franks, while All Black lock Sam Whitelock returns to the
starting line-up to captain the team and Ryan Crotty is named at
inside-centre. The Highlanders are boosted by the return to the
back line of Ben and Aaron Smith, along with Richard Buckman
on the left wing and Rob Thompson in midfield. —AFP

Hurricanes weigh up Brumbies
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DOETINCHEM: Jodie Taylor scored a hat-
trick as England demolished newcomers
Scotland 6-0 at the women’s European
Championship while Spain cruised past
Portugal in their opening Group D match
in the Netherlands on Wednesday. In
Utrecht, Arsenal striker Taylor struck an
11th-minute opener, capitalising on a run
by Lucy Bronze, before firing home again
in the 27th minute following a goal-
mouth scramble.

Ellen White made it 3-0 five minutes
later from a rebound after Jill Scott’s long-
range blast hit the crossbar, and Taylor
completed her hat-trick on 53 minutes,
chipping the ball over Gemma Fay in the
Scottish goal following a flick-on header

from White. Jordan Nobbs scored a fifth
goal three minutes from the end with a
volley and substitute Toni Duggan round-
ed off the rout with a header in stoppage
time as England recorded the biggest
margin of victory in tournament history.

Losing streak 
“I’m happy to get three goals but I

wouldn’t be able to score without the
service of the team,” said Taylor. “The last
two years have been tough. It’s a huge
achievement for myself to be here.”
Scotland had a decent chance in each
half but were outclassed on their first
appearance at a major competition and
extended their losing streak against

England in competitive matches to seven.
“It was a tough debut for us, but I

think we played against a very, very good
side, a contender in this tournament,”
said Scotland coach Anna Signeul. “We’re
disappointed to lose by so many goals.
We will learn from this, we’ll work on our
resilience and we’ll come back. It’s not
over.” In Doetinchem, first-half goals from
Vicky Losada and Amanda Sampedro
handed Spain a convincing 2-0 win
against Euro debutants Portugal.

Barcelona midfielder Losada opened
the score on 23 minutes after a long pass
from Andrea Pereira, slamming the ball
past the helpless keeper Patricia Morais.
Atletico’s Sampedro made it 2-0 three

minutes before half-time, heading in a
cross from Mariona Caldentey. “I’m happy
with the result, our first half was almost
perfect,” said Spain coach Jorge Vilda.
“They are really strong defensively, but
we were better.”

Spain, who won twice against Portugal
in the Euro 2017 qualifying campaign,
started with seven players from
Champions League semi-finalists
Barcelona. They showed their dominance
from the beginning, with Jennifer
Hermoso firing over the bar early in the
game while Silvia Meseguer was denied
by Morais after a fine exchange in the
box. The second half was very much in
the same vein.  — AFP

Taylor treble sparks rout of Scotland

LOS ANGELES: Paris Saint-Germain edged Roma 5-3 on
penalties on Wednesday after they played to a 1-1 draw in a
friendly international football match in Detroit, Michigan.
Brazilian defender Marquinhos gave the Ligue 1 giants the
lead in the 36th minute, but Roma responded with a strong
second-half performance that saw Sadiq Umar nab the equal-
izer in the 60th minute. Under the rules of the International
Champions Cup friendly tournament the match was then set-
tled by a shootout.

Only Roma’s Gerson failed to convert, and Marquinhos
capped his night with the decisive penalty. Brazil international
Dani Alvez made his debut for PSG, starting at right back a
week after he signed with the French club in a deal worth a
reported 14 million euros ($16 million). Alves played 69 min-
utes and was perhaps lucky not to concede a penalty in the
57th, when his slide tackle caught Diego Perotti in the area. 

PSG’s Spanish coach Unai Emery was satisfied with what he
saw from Alves, who won three Champions Leagues and six
La Liga titles at Barcelona and who many had expected to end
up with former manager Pep Guardiola at Manchester City.
“He played with his experience,” Emery said. “He talks a lot on
the pitch, he also brings a lot in attack.” The match drew more
than 36,000 to Comerica Park, home of Major League
Baseball’s Detroit Tigers.

Paris had seized the lead nine minutes before halftime. A
neat combination between Thiago Motta and Jese saw the ball
fall to Marquinhos, who fired home a right-footed shot from
the center of the area. The French club continued to push, with
Lucas Moura firing straight at Roma keeper Alisson, but the
lead remained at 1-0 at halftime. With six changes for Roma
and two for PSG, both clubs struggled to find a rhythm to open
the second half. But Roma gradually increased the pressure
and were rewarded on the hour mark a pass from Gerson saw
the speedy Sadiq put in behind and the 20-year-old Nigerian
put the ball through Alphonse Areola’s legs. Blaise Matuidi had
three late chances for PSG, including blazing over from close
range in the 85th minute and an injury-time effort. In the
shoot-out, the first five penalties were converted before
Gerson, the third penalty-taker for Roma, missed. — AFP 

HOUSTON: Manchester United manag-
er Jose Mourinho said he plans to treat
the exhibition match against
Manchester City as a training session as
the two Premier League rivals prepare
to clash in Houston. The two teams
meet at the NRG Stadium-home of the
Houston Texans NFL team-in the first
ever edition of the Manchester derby to
be staged overseas.

Mourinho, who will lock horns with
City boss Pep Guardiola once more,
insisted however he was not concerned
with the result of the game.  “It’s nice for
the US and US fans, it’s very good for the
event. I think it’s very good for both
clubs and there is always a little bit of
rivalry, a bit of an extra ingredient but
for me it’s a friendly,” Mourinho said.
“I’m not going to jump to celebrate a
goal, or cry if we concede, it’s prepara-
tion for me. The European Super Cup is
a match, West Ham is a match,” the

Portuguese manager added. Mourinho
is likely to field two separate line-ups
during the game, with one XI playing 60
minutes and a second XI 30 minutes. In
United’s two previous tour games-wins
over the Los Angeles Galaxy and Real
Salt Lake-he changed the entire line-up
at half-time. “It’s a competitive training
session, a training session that you try to
win but it’s not the most important
thing,” he said. 

“I know what I want and it’s to give
minutes to my players, to improve, to
make mistakes to repeat in training
exercises to stop those mistakes and to
make the new players try to understand
their teammates.”  Mourinho meanwhile
brushed off questions about former club
Chelsea’s capture of Alvaro Morata from
Real Madrid earlier Wednesday, insisting
he was happy with United’s high-profile
signing of Romelu Lukaku last week. 

“I’m not interested in what Chelsea

FC does, really,” Mourinho said. “We got
a big player, a player that I can compare
with what he was a few years ago,
because he worked with me for a few
months and his development was very
good. “We have a player who is now a
top player. You have to prove it at the
highest level, he has to do it for United,
in Champions League matches but he
has amazing qualities.”

Mourinho meanwhile reiterated that
United had not finished their transfer
business, but conceded the market
made doing business difficult, and he
may scrap initial plans to sign four play-
ers during the window. “Everybody
knows I would like four players and I’m
ready to go from four to three because
the market is difficult, some clubs think
the market is different from others,” he
said. “We are not a club that is ready to
pay what the clubs want us to pay so I’m
ready to go from four to three.” — AFP

Mourinho treating 
derby as training 

DETROIT: Marco Tumminello #93 (R) of AS Roma pushes off on Maxwell #17 of Paris Saint-Germain while going after the
ball during the second half at Comerica Park. — AFP 

PSG edges Roma on 
penalties in friendly

UTRECHT:  England’s forward Toni Duggan (L) controls the ball
ahead of Scotland’s defender Chloe Arthur during the UEFA
Women’s Euro 2017 football tournament match between
England and Scotland at Stadium Galgenwaard. — AP
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GLASGOW: Scott Sinclair bagged a double as Celtic eased
to a 4-0 win over Linfield in the second leg of their
Champions League second round qualifier to seal a 6-0
aggregate victory.  The Hoops, who triumphed 2-0 in a
fiery clash in Belfast last week where the match was over-
shadowed by sectarian fears, got off to the perfect start
when Sinclair fired them into a fourth-minute lead.  A lack
of clinical finishing meant it took until the 47th minute for
Australian international Tom Rogic to double Celtic’s
advantage over the Northern Ireland champions.

Sinclair added a third in the 55th minute before substi-
tute Stuart Armstrong wrapped up the scoring in stoppage
time to book their place in their third qualifying round
where they will face Rosenborg.  Celtic will host the
Norwegian champions, who needed extra time to see off
Dundalk, in Glasgow next Wednesday.

“Some of the football at this stage of the season was
very good,” said Celtic manager Brendan Rodgers. “We
were a bit wasteful in the first half but our intensity wore
them down in the end.” After nasty scenes marred the first
leg in Belfast, the travelling Linfield fans were escorted into
the ground under a heavy police escort, but their presence
failed to inspire David Healy’s side, who had no answers to
the dominance of their hosts.

Ominous signs 
Like the first leg, Sinclair opened the scoring. Olivier

Ntcham, making his competitive debut following his sum-
mer switch from Manchester City, fired in a shot from out-
side the box which deflected perfectly into the path of the
English winger who gleefully swept the ball into the net.
The signs looked ominous for Linfield as the Hoops pinned
them in their own half with Moussa Dembele somehow
slicing a half-volley wide from close range.  

Former Man United ‘keeper Roy Carroll, so impressive in
the first leg, then had to look sharp to keep out Dembele’s
diving header before the Frenchman pulled a shot wide of
the post when Rogic had sent him clean through on goal.
Rogic was then presented with a golden chance in first-half
stoppage time but the Australian somehow clipped his
effort wide from eight yards.  The Socceroo star didn’t have
to wait long to make amends as he made it 2-0 just over a
minute into the second half as he collected the ball with
his back to goal before spinning round and drilling a low
left-foot shot past Carroll and into the bottom corner.

Celtic shook off the rustiness they showed in front of
goal in the first-half as Sinclair soon made it 3-0. Ntcham’s
wayward pass took a kindly deflection off a Linfield
defender into the path of the winger, who lifted his shot
into the roof of the net. Substitute Armstrong then applied
the finishing touch after the ball broke to him off a tired
defender following a mazy run from Rogic to seal the win.
Linfield boss Healy had no complaints. “Celtic are a good
side with quality players and they came on and had a right
go at us,” the former Rangers player said. “I think they
played with five or six forward players at times and 4-0 was
probably about right.” —AFP 

PHILADELPHIA: The United States over-
came a battling display from El Salvador
to advance to a CONCACAF Gold Cup
semi-final showdown with Costa Rica
here Wednesday. First-half goals from
defenders Omar Gonzalez and Eric Lichaj
secured a hard-fought quarter-final win
for the hosts, who are chasing their first
Gold Cup title since 2013. However
Bruce Arena’s side were made to work all
the way by El Salvador, and only some
superb saves from Tim Howard kept the
Central American side at bay at
Philadelphia’s Lincoln Financial Field.

“They pressed us well and we weren’t
good enough with the ball to break
their press,” Howard said afterwards.
“We got the two goals before half-time
and that was obviously good for us. But
we knew they were going to cause us
problems. “It’s good to get the win. We
can work on a few things, but that’s
what this tournament’s about.” An
unconvincing start saw the hosts given
a let-off early on when Lichaj under-hit a
back pass to Howard.

Rodolfo Zelaya latched onto the
loose ball and darted clear only to be

denied by a desperate late block from
Howard, who had spotted the danger
and advanced swiftly to snuff out the
chance. The remainder of the first half
was dominated by a series of niggly
fouls as El Salvador frustrated American
efforts to impose themselves on the
contest. The Americans were unlucky to
be denied an opening goal midway
through the half when Clint Dempsey
released Gyasi Zardes who lifted his fin-
ish above Derby Carrillo, only to be
flagged for offside.

Grudge match 
Replays later showed the Los Angeles

Galaxy forward was onside.  As tempers
flared Lichaj was lucky to escape a cau-
tion when he flattened Dennis Pineda
near the halfway line. Four minutes
before halftime however, the US broke
the deadlock when Gonzalez leaped to
glance in Michael Bradley’s teasing free-
kick to make it 1-0. Deep into first half
stoppage time, Lichaj made it 2-0 with a
goal that owed everything to the guile of
Bradley. The veteran striker left Henry
Romero for dead with a brilliant turn and

then slipped a pass into the feet of
Lichaj, who controlled to shoot beneath
Carrillo for his maiden international goal.

The Americans now face 2014
World Cup quarter-finalists Costa Rica
in Saturday’s semi-finals. The match
represents an opportunity for the US
to avenge their humiliating 4-0 loss to
Costa Rica during 2018 World Cup
qualifiers last year. Howard however
insisted score-settling would not be
on the agenda.  “It’s not about what
happened in the past,” he said. “It’s
about winning on Saturday night and
getting to a final.”

Los Ticos advanced to the last four
after Panama defender Anibal Godoy
headed agonizingly into his own net to
give Costa Rica a 1-0 victory in
Wednesday’s earlier quarter-final. The
Central American rivals were dead-
locked in the second half when Costa
Rica’s David Guzman swung a long free
kick toward the Panamanian goal .
Panama’s Godoy leapt to try to head
the ball away but instead it spun back
into the Panamanian net in the 77th
minute. — AFP

US battle into Gold Cup semi-finals

PHILADELPHIA: Bryan Tamacas #21 of El Salvador is consoled by teammate Oscar Arroyo after losing to the United
States, 2-0, during the 2017 CONCACAF Gold Cup Quarterfinal at Lincoln Financial Field. — AFP 

Celtic enjoy trouble
free European cruise

GLASGOW: Lyon’s Dutch defender Kenny Tete (L)
v i e s  w i t h  C e l t i c ’ s  S c o t t i s h  m i d f i e l d e r  L i a m
Henderson during the pre-season friendly football
match between Glasgow Celtic  and Olympique
Lyonnais at Celtic Park. — AFP 

LONDON: Manchester City is close to signing Real Madrid
full-back Danilo, according to widespread media reports
yesterday. Pep Guardiola made full-backs his top transfer
priority in the close season having released Pablo Zabaleta,
Gael Clichy and Bacary Sagna, and Brazilian international
Danilo is on the verge of joining Kyle Walker as City’s latest
recruit in that position.

The deal for the 26-year-old is expected to cost the
Premier League side around £26 million ($33.7 million, 29.3
million euros), and with Walker signed in a transfer which
could rise to £54 million, that would take City’s spending on
full-backs alone past the £80 million mark. Danilo, who
joined European champions Real in 2015 from Porto, started
just 17 Spanish league games last season with Dani Carvajal
often preferred in the right-back role. The Spanish interna-
tional started ahead of Danilo in the Champions League
final in Cardiff as Real Madrid beat Juventus 4-1 to lift their

12th European Cup. Chelsea are also believed to be keen on
securing the Brazilian’s signature, but City-who are also
chasing Monaco full-back Benjamin Mendy —  remain
favorites to complete a deal.

Stadiums late for Atletico and Villarreal
Meanwhile, Atletico Madrid and Villarreal will play their first

two Spanish Liga games away from home to give them more
time to finish building work on their stadiums, the Spanish
league said on Thursday. “The first two games they shall play
away from home whilst conversely the 20th and 21st games
they will play at home,” La Liga officials said explaining that
minor stadium delivery glitches were the cause. Atletico are
moving into their brand new 70,000 capacity Wanda
Metropolitano after quitting their creaking and much smaller
home since 1966, the Vicente CalderÛn. Villarreal are finishing
off the refurbishment of their main stand. —Agencies 

Danilo set for Man City move
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NEW YORK: Paris Saint Germain need to sign a player of the
calibre of Neymar or Kylian Mbappe in their quest to win the
Champions League, according to their coach Unai Emery. In
an interview published in French sports daily L’Equipe yes-
terday Emery named Neymar as a world top-five player, just
the class PSG needed to become a top European power. He
was speaking amid reports in Brazil and Spain that PSG were
on the way to clinching a sensational deal to prise Neymar
away from Barcelona.

“If we want to rival Bayern Munich, Barcelon and Real
Madrid and win the Champions League we need to buy one
of the top five players in the world today,” Emery said after
watching his side edge Roma on penalties in a friendly in
the United States. “Neymar has advanced his game massive-
ly and today he is one of the five best in the world,” he said
of the 25-year-old Brazilian who has a buy out clause at
Barcelona of over 200 million euros.

“Our president is working hard to attract top players and
our fans would be content to count on a new top player to
go along with the talent we already have,”  said the
Spaniard. Earlier this week Neymar attempted to quell the
rising speculation about his future by telling Goal.com that
he was happy at Barcelona and was looking forward to a
new season.

But PSG’s quest for top players goes beyond the Brazilian
striker and includes the likes of Monaco teenager Mbappe
and Alexis Sanchez, Arsenal’s Chilean striker. “(Alexis)
Sanchez and Mbappe are huge players and what’s more
Mbappe is French - I want Frenchmen in this French club,”
he said. The Parisian club are keen to strengthen their squad
after the club failed to live up to expectations last season. In
the Champions League round of 16 they suffered a humiliat-
ing 6-1 defeat at Barcelona, blowing a 4-0 first-leg advan-
tage that left the club stunned. — AFP 

SANT JOAN DESPI: Barcelona’s Brazilian forward Neymar
arrives for a training session at the Sports Center FC
Barcelona Joan Gamper. — AFP 

PSG need a Neymar, says coach

www.kuwaittimes.net
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