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KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday ordered the Iranian
ambassador to leave the country, Iran’s ISNA news
agency reported, in an escalating row after the
state’s top court convicted a “terror” cell of links to
the Islamic republic. “Under the pressure of Saudi
interventionist policies, and the baseless accusa-
tion of Iranian interference ... Kuwait has
announced that ... Alireza Enayati, the Iranian
ambassador to Kuwait, must leave...,” the Iranian
Students News Agency said. 

Kuwait’s foreign ministry earlier yesterday said
the state had expelled Iranian diplomats and
closed some embassy missions. The action was
taken after a cassation court ruling last month said
“Iranian sides helped and supported the cell mem-
bers,” the ministry said in a statement. A senior
government official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told AFP around 15 diplomats were
ordered to leave. Kuwait also ordered the closure
of the Iranian “military, cultural and trade” mis-

sions, the official said. 
Iranian state television said Kuwait’s foreign

ministry summoned Tehran’s ambassador and
ordered the number of diplomats to be cut from
19 to four and the closure of the cultural and mili-
tary missions. State news agency KUNA, citing a
foreign ministry source, said Kuwait had also
decided to freeze any activities involving joint
committees between the two countries. “Kuwait
claims that Iran has tried to interfere in the internal
affairs of the country,” Iranian state television
reported. Iran’s state-run IRNA news agency
reported that the country’s foreign ministry sum-
moned the Kuwaiti charge d’affaires in Tehran to
explain the move. The ministry is protesting the
call to cut the number of diplomats stationed in
Kuwait, IRNA said.

Last month Kuwait’s supreme court sentenced
the mastermind of the so-called “Abdaly cell” to
life in jail and condemned 20 others to various

prison terms for alleged links with Iran and
Lebanese Shiite militia Hezbollah, and plotting ter-
ror attacks in Kuwait. State Minister for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah,
who is also acting information minister, confirmed
Kuwait had taken diplomatic action against Iran.
“Following the supreme court ruling on the case...
the government of Kuwait has decided to take
measures, in accordance with diplomatic norms
and the Vienna Convention, towards its relations
with the Islamic Republic of Iran,” Sheikh
Mohammad told AFP.

The row comes at a time when Kuwait is trying
to mediate an end to the Gulf’s worst diplomatic
crisis in years, after Saudi Arabia and its allies cut
ties with Qatar over accusations it is too close to
Iran and funds extremists. A local newspaper
reported on Monday that 14 of the cell’s 26 mem-
bers had fled to Iran by sea. They were convicted
by a lower court early last year but acquitted on

appeals several months later and set free.
The cassation court, whose rulings are final,

overturned their acquittal on June 18 and sen-
tenced them to between five and 15 years in
prison. The interior ministry confirmed on Tuesday
that the 14 men were on the run but it said that
they had not left the country through official exit
points. The cell was busted in August 2015 and
large quantities of arms, ammunition and explo-
sives were seized from them, according to the
Kuwaiti authorities.

Kuwaiti courts convicted them of working
for Iran’s Revolutionary Guards and Hezbollah.
They were also convicted of smuggling explo-
sives from Iran. The only Iranian member of the
cell was sentenced to death in absentia by the
lower court early last year. Unlike fellow Gulf
partners Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain, Kuwait maintained good relations
with Iran. — Agencies (See Page 8)
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