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JERUSALEM: Israel’s public security minis-
ter said yesterday that metal detectors
placed at a contested Jerusalem shrine
after a deadly attack there are essential to
maintain security, despite a Muslim call for
mass protests in the city if they are not
removed. Gilad Erdan told Israel’s Army
Radio that Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will rule on the issue later in the
day after he holds security consultations
upon his return from a working visit to
Europe. The Israeli security services are
reportedly divided over what to do given
the volatility surrounding the site. 

But Erdan rejected Arab accusations
that new Israeli measures were an
attempt to expand control over the site
and insisted they were necessary to carry
out proper security checks.”The Israeli
police needs these metal detectors so the
security checks can give a proper
response to the security considerations,”
he said. “I assume there are contacts inter-
nationally to try to calm the situation, but
in my eyes there is no reason why the sit-
uation should not be calm.”

Tensions are high ahead of today, the
highlight of the Muslim religious week,
when tens of thousands of Muslims typical-
ly attend prayers in the walled compound
in Jerusalem’s Old City. Muslim leaders
have called for mass protests if the metal
detectors are not moved before then.

Conflicts over the holy site - known as the
Temple Mount to Jews and Noble
Sanctuary to Muslims - have repeatedly
triggered Israeli-Palestinian confrontations. 

Three Arab gunmen launched an
attack from there last week, killing two
Israeli policemen at a gate to the Muslim-
administered compound. In response,
Israel began installing metal detectors - a
security measure it said is used routinely at
holy sites around the world. Muslim clerics
have been urging the faithful to forego
prayers in neighborhood mosques on
Friday and converge on the shrine, in an
attempt to draw larger crowds.
Worshippers have been asked this week
to pray in the streets rather than submit to
the new security procedures.

Israeli capitulation
Netanyahu, who is in Hungary, held a

pair of urgent phone conversations with his
security chiefs Wednesday and appears to
be under intense international pressure to
back down. Netanyahu said Israel is in close
contact with Jordan, the traditional Muslim
custodian of the shrine, to find a peaceful
solution to the conflict. Jordan’s ruling
Hashemite dynasty, with ancestry said to
go back to Prophet Muhammad, derives
much of its legitimacy from custodianship
over the shrine.

The site remained quiet yesterday and

Azzam Khatib, the director of the site’s
Muslim administration, or Waqf, said he
was hopeful an arrangement could be
found before the Friday prayers. “We will
never ever accept any changes in the
mosque, and Israel has to put an end to this
crisis by removing the metal detectors,” he
said. Nationalist Israeli politicians have been
pressuring Netanyahu from the opposite
direction. 

Education Minister Naftali Bennett,
leader of the pro-settler Jewish Home party,
warned of an Israeli “capitulation” that “will
damage Israel’s power of deterrence and
will endanger the lives of the visitors, the
worshippers and the police officers.” After
last week’s shooting, Israel closed the site
for two days for searches. It was only the
third closure since Israel captured the
shrine, along with east Jerusalem and other
territories, in the 1967 Mideast war.

The closure drew wide condemnation
from the Muslim world. Israel began open-
ing the site gradually on Sunday. Jews
revere the 37-acre raised platform as the
site of their biblical temples. It is the holiest
site in Judaism and the nearby Western
Wall, a remnant of one of the temples, is the
holiest place where Jews can pray. Muslims
believe the hilltop marks the spot from
which the Prophet Muhammad ascended
to heaven. It is Islam’s third-holiest site after
Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia.—AP

Netanyahu: Metal detectors 
crucial for Jerusalem site

Muslim leaders call for mass protests over metal detectors

JERUSALEM: Israeli security forces stand guard in front of Palestinian Muslim worshippers praying out-
side Lions Gate, a main entrance to the Al-Aqsa mosque compound in Jerusalem’s Old City, as the latter
protest against new Israeli security measures implemented at the holy site following an attack that
killed two Israeli policemen. —AFP

IS families, Mosul displaced
live side-by-side in Iraq camp

AL-JADAA, Iraq: Like hundreds of thousands of other Iraqis,
Maha lives with her boys at a camp for the displaced near
Mosul. But there’s a big difference-her father and husband
worked and fought with the Islamic State jihadist group. “Men
go off and do what they want, they never listen to us,” said the
young woman, a new arrival at the camp in the Al-Jadaa area,
south of Mosul, by way of excuse for their actions.

The camp is home to 18,000 people displaced by several
months of warfare in and around Mosul between IS and Iraqi
security forces backed by the US-led international coalition
also fighting the jihadists. More than 80 families, mostly
women and children who had a husband or father among the
ranks of IS, have this week been transferred to the Al-Jadaa
camp. Maha’s father worked for IS, distributing pensions to
the families of dead fighters. He himself died in an air strike on
the Maidan district of Mosul’s Old City, the last to fall before
Baghdad announced victory on July 10.

“When we left (Mosul), they questioned us. They told us
they ‘want the truth’. We told the truth,” she said, without dis-
closing to AFP the fate of her husband. Originally from farm-
lands south of Mosul, her family moved to the city in October
to escape the advancing Iraqi forces. “Nobody has harmed us.
We have been well treated,” said Maha, her face covered by a
scarf that only revealed her eyes and a worried look. Hamza,
five, and four-year-old Khattab were huddled around her legs,
clutching her jalabiya robe in its autumnal colors of yellow,
orange and red-brown.

We were living the good life   
Unusually for the many camps for the displaced in north-

ern Iraq, four armed soldiers kept watch near the area where
the new arrivals have been resettled. But the women and chil-
dren have freedom of movement outside their tents. Encircled
by howling and crying small children in one of the tents, sis-
ters Khawle and Nawal reminisced about the life they were
forced to leave behind in Mosul. “They say they saved us.
From who? They are the ones who bombed us. We were left
to walk over bodies everywhere,” said Nawal.

Khawle broke in with a sigh: “We were living the good life.
They treated us well,” she said of IS. Their father, a former bus
driver in his 60s, had signed up with the jihadists to work as a
mechanic. Saad Faraman of RNVDO, an Iraqi NGO in charge of
running camps in Al-Jadaa, said: “It’s our duty to accommo-
date them, to provide them with aid, just like we do for all the
displaced.” The IS-linked families were transferred from a
“rehabilitation centre” in Bartalla, close to Mosul, which
received at least 170 families before it was closed, according
to Human Rights Watch, which last week criticised the exis-
tence of that camp. —AFP

BEIRUT: At least 28 Syrian government soldiers and pro-
regime fighters were killed Wednesday in a rebel ambush in
the Eastern Ghouta region near Damascus, a monitor said yes-
terday. The fighters came under attack by the Army of Islam
rebel group as they attempted to advance in the town of Al-
Rihan, the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said. The Eastern Ghouta region is a major rebel stronghold
near the capital, and it has been the frequent target of govern-

ment military operations. Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman said rebels opened fire on the government troops as
they entered an area where the opposition fighters had plant-
ed mines. He said the ambush was the deadliest incident for
government fighters in Eastern Ghouta since February 2016,
when 76 regime troops were killed in Tal Sawane. Eastern
Ghouta is in one of the four proposed “de-escalation zones”
designated in an agreement reached by government allies

Iran and Russia and rebel backer Turkey in May.
But the deal has yet to be fully implemented over dis-

agreements on the monitoring mechanism for the safe zones.
In recent weeks, government warplanes have bombed the Ain
Terma area that links Eastern Ghouta to the rebel-held parts of
the Damascus neighborhood of Jobar. More than 330,000
people have been killed in Syria since its conflict broke out in
March 2011 with anti-government protests. —AFP

Rebel ambush kills 28 fighters near Damascus

MOSUL: Displaced Iraqis, who had fled the vio-
lence around the northern Iraqi city of Mosul as a
result of a planned operation to retake the Iraqi
city from jihadists, walk at the Jadaah camp on the
outskirts of Al-Qayyarah, south of Mosul. —AFP


