
12I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, JULY 21, 2017

JERUSALEM: An assailant tried to stab
Israeli soldiers south of Bethlehem in
the occupied West Bank yesterday and
was shot dead, the Israeli army said. “An
assailant armed with a knife attempted
to stab (Israeli) soldiers at a checkpoint
in Tekoa. In response to the immediate
threat, forces fired shots towards the
assailant,” a military statement said,

with a spokeswoman confirming the
suspect’s death to AFP. No soldiers were
reported wounded and no immediate
details were available on the assailant’s
identity. The vast majority of such cases
have involved Palestinian attackers.

Last week, a Palestinian attempted to
ram his car at soldiers manning the
same checkpoint before exiting the

vehicle armed with a knife and trying to
stab the troops. He was shot dead. A
wave of unrest that broke out in
October 2015 has claimed the lives of at
least 284 Palestinians or Arab Israelis, 44
Israelis, two Americans, two Jordanians,
an Eritrean, a Sudanese and a Briton,
according to an AFP toll.

Israeli authorities say most of the

Palestinians killed were carrying out
knife, gun or car-ramming attacks.
Others were shot dead in protests and
clashes, while some were killed in Israeli
air strikes on the Gaza Strip. The violence
has greatly subsided in recent months,
though an attack near a sensitive
Jerusalem holy site last week that killed two
policemen has boosted tensions.—AFP 

MANILA: The Philippine government ordered the arrest yes-
terday of communist rebel leaders involved in peace talks,
the day after a guerrilla ambush left five presidential body-
guards wounded in the latest escalation of the half century-
long conflict. The insurgents have been engaged in off-and-
on peace talks with Manila to end one of the world’s longest
insurgencies that has claimed tens of thousands of lives,
since President Rodrigo Duterte was elected last year.

But the government suspended formal peace talks in May,
and yesterday chief government lawyer Jose Calida said
guerrilla leaders who were let out of prison to take part in
talks were now subject to arrest. “The Solicitor General
already instructed the... solicitors to ask the courts to cancel
the bail bonds of the (rebel) consultants, order their arrests,
and recommit them to their detention facilities,”  Calida’s
office said in a statement.

“The conditions (for their conditional release) provide that
should the formal peace negotiations cease or fail, their bond
shall be deemed automatically cancelled,” it added. Duterte
had freed more than a dozen rebel leaders so they could fly
to Europe and serve as consultants to their peace negotiating
team, made up mostly of exiled senior communist figures.
The talks were cancelled by the government due to deadly
guerrilla attacks on security forces, with the two sides failing
to agree to a ceasefire.

After Wednesday’s attacks by the communists’ 4,000-
member armed wing the New People’s Army-during which
gunmen opened fire on two Presidential Security Group vehi-
cles on the southern island of Mindanao-Manila called off a
planned informal meeting, saying the situation on the
ground was not conducive for peace talks. “You can just
imagine that if the president is on board that vehicle, he
could have been assassinated,” military spokesman Colonel
Edgard Arevalo told reporters yesterday.

The rebels said yesterday their armed attacks were in
response to Duterte’s plan to extend his 60-day martial law
proclamation to the end of the year for Mindanao, the south-
ern third of the country where the rebellion is concentrated.
Arevalo said the rebels had killed two off-duty Marines in an
ambush in another part of the country this week. “Clearly the
(rebels) have no intention to genuinely pursue peace negoti-
ations but merely to buy time to consolidate to recruit and to
beef up their ranks,” he added. Duterte had said he needed a
longer martial rule to defeat Islamist militants holed up in the
city of Marawi in a near-two-month battle that has left more
than 550 people dead.—AFP 

LIBREVILLE: Cameroon’s security forces
were yesterday accused of torturing
hundreds of Boko Haram suspects, lead-
ing to dozens of deaths, in what
Amnesty International said was a war
crime. The global human rights monitor
said US and French military were also
seen at one site where the abuses
allegedly took place and urged
Washington and Paris to investigate.
Boko Haram’s Islamist insurgency has
devastated northeast Nigeria since it
began in 2009, and the violence has
spread to neighboring countries, includ-
ing northern Cameroon.

Cameroonian troops are part of a
regional military force that has been
successful in forcing them out of cap-
tured territory in northeast Nigeria since
early 2015. Amnesty’s regional director
for West and Central Africa, Alioune
Tine, said Boko Haram had committed
atrocities and war crimes in Cameroon.
“But nothing could justify the callous
and widespread practice of torture com-
mitted by the security forces against
ordinary Cameroonians, who are often
arrested without any evidence and
forced to endure unimaginable pain,” he
said. “These horrific violations amount
to war crimes,” he added in a statement,
calling for an independent investigation.

Crackdown    
Amnesty said it had unearthed 101

cases of secret detention and docu-
mented at least 24 different types of
torture at more than 20 different sites
in Cameroon between 2013 and 2017.
Four of the locations were military
bases, two were run by the intelligence

services, one was a private residence
and another was a school. But most of
the torture happened at the headquar-
ters of the Rapid Intervention Battalion
(BIR), which has led the fight against
Boko Haram, and the DGRE intell i-
gence agency. 

The majority of victims were men
aged between 18 and 45 and from the
Far North region, which has been
repeatedly attacked by suicide and
bomb attacks. Women, children and
people with physical and mental disabil-
ities were also targeted. All  were
accused of support for the Islamic State
group affiliate, it was alleged. Torture
methods included beating suspects
with an electric cable while having
water thrown on them, beatings to
secure confessions and the use of excru-
ciating stress positions.

Deprivation of food, water and med-
ical treatment was also used; 32 of the
101 victims said they had seen people
die because of the torture and ill-treat-
ment. The allegations-similar to those
made against the military in Nigeria-are
not the first against Cameroon, which
has been criticized before for its heavy-
handed crackdown. Last year, more
than 100 people were sentenced to
death by a military court, while three
students were jailed for 10 years for
sharing a joke about Boko Haram by
text message. A Radio France
Internationale reporter also received a
10-year prison term for allegedly sup-
porting the jihadists.

Abuse probe 
The report,  “Cameroon’s Secret

Torture Chambers: Human Rights
Violations and War Crimes in the Fight
Against Boko Haram”, said US and
French troops were at one of the torture
sites. Washington in 2015 sent some 300
soldiers to northern Cameroon to con-
duct intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance operations against Boko
Haram. That includes an unnamed
drone operation over the restive border
region with Nigeria, run from a base in
the northern city of Garoua.

France, the former colonial power in
Cameroon, runs its counter-terrorism
operations against jihadist groups in the
Sahel region from the Chadian capital,
N’Djamena. Amnesty said it had written
to the US and French embassies in
Cameroon to ask about their military’s
presence at the BIR base in Salak, near
the Far North region capital, Maroua.
Tine said Washington and other interna-
tional partners “should investigate the
degree to which their personnel were
aware of illegal detention and torture at
the Salak base”.

They should also establish whether
troops reported it to their superiors and
the Cameroon authorities, he added.
The US ambassador to Yaounde,
Michael S. Hoza, wrote in response that
it  took seriously any allegation of
human rights abuses by Cameroonian
security forces.  Some BIR units in Salak
and elsewhere were not receiving US
assistance “because of credible informa-
tion implicating those units in the com-
mission of (gross violation of human
rights)”, he added. Amnesty said they
had received no immediate response
from the French embassy.—AFP 
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KENYA: This file photo shows a Samburu man grazing cattle alongside wildlife in the wilds of the Laikipia county. —AFP
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HANOI: In this photograph, a bicycle vendor offering her
merchandise in the streets of Hanoi pedals past a high end
merchandise mall in the center of the city.—AFP


