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BRUSSELS: The EU’s Brexit negotiator
called on Britain yesterday to give more
clarity on key issues including its exit bill
and the rights of citizens after the sec-
ond round of talks wrapped up in
Brussels. Michel Barnier said “fundamen-
tal” differences had emerged during this
week’s negotiations with British counter-
part David Davis. “We require this clarifi-
cation on the financial settlement, citi-
zens rights and on Ireland,” Barnier, a for-
mer French foreign minister and
European Commissioner, told a joint
press conference with Davis.

Davis said the talks had been “robust
but constructive” but that there was “a
lot left to talk about.” “A solution will
require flexibility from both sides,” he
added. The Brexit talks are the second
round since negotiations formally began
in June, a year after Britain’s historic ref-
erendum vote to leave the 28-member
European Union.

The negotiations are dealing with
issues around Britain’s divorce-Britain’s
exit bill, the rights of EU citizens living in
Britain, and the Northern Ireland border-
with talks on a future trade deal only set
to start if leaders decide in October there
has been “sufficient progress”. The EU
wants an outline deal agreed by October
2018, so that the European and British
parliaments can approve it in time for
Brexit day, which is scheduled for the
end of March 2019.

Barnier warned there was a “funda-
mental divergence” with Britain on

whether the EU’s top court would keep
jurisdiction over the rights of three mil-
lion European citizens living in Britain
after the UK leaves the bloc. Barnier also
urged Britain to set out its position on
the amount that Brussels says it must
pay before leaving, to settle its obliga-
tions under the EU budget.

The EU estimates that Britain owes a

net amount of 100 billion euros, a sum
London has dismissed as “extortionate”.
“Clarification of the United Kingdom’s
position is essential” on the bill, Barnier
said. “We want an orderly exit, and an
orderly exit requires Britain to settle its
accounts.”

Scallops and lamb    
Davis was due to host Barnier later

yesterday at the British ambassador’s
residence in Brussels to discuss the
progress of the negotiations over a meal
of Scottish scallops followed by lamb, a
British official said. The lunch will be the
two negotiators’ first discussion on what
is officially British soil after all their previ-
ous talks took place at the headquarters
of the European Commission, the EU’s
executive arm.  Davis himself has only
been in Brussels on Monday and
Thursday, with a team of 98 British nego-
tiators looking after most of the talks in
the interim on his behalf. Despite the
EU’s call for more clarity, sources close to
the negotiations said Britain would not
agree on any figure for the divorce bill
until the very end of the talks. The dis-
agreement over the European Court of
Justice promises to come up throughout
the negotiations, the sources added. On
the border between Ireland and the
British province of Northern Ireland,
there has been “goodwill” over maintain-
ing the Good Friday peace agreement
and on keeping the common travel area
on the island, sources said.

But agreement on how to prevent a
“hard border” for the movement of
goods and people in Ireland will have to
wait until later, they said. British officials
meanwhile rejected “ludicrous” reports
that it had come into the talks underpre-
pared, following a photograph of an
empty-handed Davis on Monday across
the table from Barnier, who had a stack
of papers.—AFP 
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BRUSSELS: The EU chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier, right, and British
Secretary of State David Davis address the media after a week of negotiations
at EU headquarters in Brussels, yesterday. — AP

ISTRES: French President Emmanuel Macron, center,
meets with troops during a visit at an air force base (BA
125) in Istres, France yesterday. — AFP

French President seeks
to repair damage

after army chief quits
ISTRES, France: French President Emmanuel Macron was to
address troops at an air base yesterday as he sought to repair
the damage following the resignation of a highly-regarded
military chief who challenged the government’s budget cuts.
Macron flew to the base in Istres, southern France, a day after
General Pierre de Villiers quit in the wake of a row over the
government’s plans to slash 850 million euros from his budget.
De Villiers stepped aside after being publicly slapped down by
Macron in front of the troops for telling a parliamentary com-
mittee he would not allow the armed forces to be “screwed”.

The 39-year-old president’s handling of the dispute with
the 60-year-old general was widely criticized by his oppo-
nents and the press as heavy-handed. Macron, who last week
told the armed forces “I am your boss”, stood his ground after
de Villiers’ departure, saying “it is not the job of the head of
the armed forces” to question the budget. The president also
stood by his pledge to raise the defense budget again in 2018,
saying: “I’m behind our troops.”

In a sign of his popularity with the rank and file, staff at the
defense ministry gave de Villiers a rousing sendoff as he left
for the last time on Wednesday, forming a guard of honor
amid rapturous applause. The video of his departure was
posted on the official Twitter account of the chiefs of staff
with the message: “Thank you”. In his resignation statement,
the general said he had no choice but to step aside in the face
of the planned cuts.

“I no longer feel able to ensure the sustainability of the
model of the armed forces that I think is necessary to guaran-
tee the protection of France and the French people,” he said.
General Francois Lecointre, a 55-year-old hero of the wars in
the Balkans, was named as de Villiers’s replacement. He
accompanied Macron to the airbase yesterday.

Shot self in foot   
The French press held Macron chiefly responsible for the

dispute, which many commentators saw as the first misstep of
his two-month-old presidency. The conservative Le Figaro dai-
ly accused the president of “shooting himself in the foot” in
behaving “like a little departmental head who is obliged to
remind everyone who’s boss”. The leftist Liberation newspa-
per said Macron’s “little authoritarian fit” could be a sign he
was drunk on power and said he was time for the youthful
leader “to grow up a bit”. Macron’s defense cuts-part of a 4.5-
billion-euro reduction in spending aimed at reducing France’s
budget deficit-were viewed by the military as a betrayal after
his strong show of support for the armed forces during his
first weeks in office.

Action man 
Macron’s first foreign trip was to Mali, where he meet

French troops engaged in counter-terrorism operations.
Earlier this month, he was photographed being winched
action man-style onto a nuclear submarine from a helicopter.
The president’s office said he would use the speech at the air
base to “reiterate his support for the armed forces, reminding
them of his campaign pledge to increase the defense budget
as well as his ambitious plans for them in a difficult interna-
tional environment”. Seen as one of the finest officers of his
generation, de Villiers’s departure triggered howls of indigna-
tion from the opposition. — AFP

KIEV: Journalists gathered in Kiev yesterday to demand results
from a stalled investigation into the car bomb killing of promi-
nent independent reporter Pavel Sheremet one year after his
death. Some five hundred friends, former colleagues and
activists began a procession at the site in the centre of the
Ukrainian capital where Sheremet’s car was blown apart by a
remotely controlled device as he sat at the wheel. 

The murder of 44-year-old Sheremet-a native of Belarus
who was critical of both Ukraine’s pro-Western authorities and
Russia-sent shockwaves through the tight-knit media commu-
nity in crisis-hit Ukraine. “Afterwards, many journalists in
Ukraine didn’t feel they were safe,” Mustafa Nayem, a former
colleague and current ruling party MP, said. “We are very dis-
appointed that we don’t have answers to many questions:
Who did it? Who ordered it? How did it happen? And, why was
Pavel killed?”

The chief editor of the Ukrainska Pravda news site where
Sheremet worked, Sevgil Musayeva, slammed the official
investigation into his murder as “absolutely woeful.”  Little
progress and no arrests have been made by the probe despite
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko insisting it was a “matter
of honour” to find those responsible. Investigators in Kiev
have suggested that Moscow could have had a hand in the

killing-one of several high-profile assassinations in Kiev recent-
ly-but have provided no firm evidence to back up their claims.

Call for independent probe    
A documentary from the Organized Crime and

Corruption Reporting Project released in May alleged
Sheremet was under surveillance by Ukrainian intelligence
agents around the time of his death and that they may have
seen the bomb being planted. “Authorities say Russia is the
prime suspect, but the lack of progress in the case, coupled
with evidence pointing to possible Ukrainian involvement,
weaken Kiev’s credibility and suggest the need for an inde-
pendent probe,” the Committee to Protect Journalists said
in a report this month. 

Sheremet began his career in his homeland Belarus, where
he founded the popular Belarussky Partizan opposition web-
site before being expelled by the country’s authoritarian gov-
ernment. He moved to Ukraine after quitting working for
Russian state TV in 2014 over his critical views of Moscow’s
meddling in Ukraine. Sheremet wrote opinion pieces and con-
ducted interviews with top officials in which he demanded
answers for the slow pace of Kiev’s efforts to stamp out
embedded corruption and achieve sustainable growth. — AFP
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